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The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Cedric  Pierce 


R.  E  1  L  E 


Special  Friend 

During  my  58  years  as  an  ordained  OFWB  minister,  I  often 
think  about  the  many  friends  I  have  met  and  come  to  know. 
They  are  too  numerous  to  recall,  but  there's  some  who  have  been 
very  special,  some  of  them  ministers,  some  laypersons,  and  some 
minister's  wives. 

One  of  them  was  a  very  special  and  beautiful  lady,  one  of 
distinction  and  character — Mrs.  Thelma  T.  Edwards,  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Elbert  Edwards.  I  first  became  acquainted  with  Brother 
Edwards  during  the  ministers'  conferences  at  Cragmont.  During 
those  years,  it  was  my  privilege  to  speak  in  revival  services  in  two 
or  three  of  the  churches  that  Brother  Edwards  pastured  (he  also 
spoke  in  at  least  two  of  the  churches  that  I  was  serving). 

At  that  time,  the  Edwards  were  living  near  Chocowinity,  NC. 
From  there  he  served  Mount  Zion  in  the  Eastern  Conference  and 
Arapahoe  Church,  also  in  the  Eastern  Conference.  Most  of  the 
time  I  would  drive  to  his  home  and  we  would  ride  together,  with 
Mrs.  Edwards  accompanying  us. 

Through  his  leadership.  Memorial  Chapel  Church  was  founded, 
meeting  first  in  the  old  store  that  he  had  operated  years  earlier,  in 
which  I  was  privileged  to  conduct  a  revival.  It  was  during  these 
times  that  I  became  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Edwards.  I  would  visit 
in  their  home  and  sometimes  spend  the  night  with  them  and  enjoy 
the  delicious  food  Mrs.Tlielma  prepared.  Each  visit  with  them  was 


CTIONS 

with  C.  H.  Overman 

;  I  Have  Known 

a  joy,  and  she  was  always  so  kind  and  gracious.  Her  beauty,  as  well 
as  outward,  was  in  her  character,  her  graciousness  and  concern  for 
others.  It's  no  wonder  that  she  so  wonderfully  fulfilled  the  role  of  a 
pastor's  wife. 

In  later  years,  with  the  help  of  her  daughter,  Lexa,  Mrs.  Edwards 
wrote  a  book  entitled,  Livin  and Lovin  in  Eastern  Carolina.  It  truly 
tells  the  story  of  two  wonderful  servants  of  God  and  Mrs.  Thelma 
was  always  willing  to  do  her  part  as  revealed  on  page  131  of  her 
book: 

"I  failed  earlier  to  write  about  an  honor  that  was  bestowed  on 
me,  as  I  related  our  life  in  the  ministry.  My  husband  was  attending 
the  minister's  conference  at  Cragmont.  Shortly  before  he  left,  a 
member  of  his  pastorate  was  stricken  with  a  malignancy  and  after 
serious  complications,  was  rushed  to  the  Craven  Regional  Medical 
Center  in  New  Bern,  NC.  I  immediately  called  Cragmont  and  then 
rushed  to  the  hospital  to  be  with  the  family.  When  I  approached 
the  information  desk  and  they  found  that  I  was  there  to  support 
the  family  until  Elbert  could  travel  home  from  AsheviUe,  they 
pinned  a  minister's  identification  card  on  me.  I  surely  did  not  feel 
worthy  of  that,  but  it  was  a  lovely  gesture  on  someone's  part,  and 
helped  me  a  lot,  as  I  was  able  to  assume  the  duties  for  which  I  was 
needed,  as  the  patient  was  'promoted  to  Glory'  that  night." 

Note:  both  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  are  deceased. 
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John  Smyth  and  Thomas  Helwys: 

General  Baptist  Beginnings 

by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

Introduction;  This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  1 2  articles  to  be  published  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist  during  the  year  2011,  in  recognition  of  the  fact 
that  this  is  the  four-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  first  General  Baptist  Church  in  England.  As  Ori^nal  Free  Will  Baptists  we  are 
heirs  of  this  important  movement  in  Baptist  history  and  it  is  fitting  that  we  should  celebrate  our  heritage  in  this  Quadricentennial  year. 


The  beginnings  of  the  General  Baptist  movement 
belongs  to  the  period  of  the  English  Reformation,  which 
was  slow  to  develop  after  king  Henry  VIII  broke  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  the  sixteenth  century.  Henry 
established  the  precedent  of  the  monarchy  as  the  head  of 
the  Church  of  England  but  few  reforms  occurred  under 
his  rule  or  the  rule  of  his  successors.  His  daughter  Mary 
even  restored  relations  with  Rome,  but  when  Elizabeth  I 
ascended  the  throne,  she  was  determined  to  steer  a  middle 
course  between  Romanism  and  the  Protestantism  that  had 
developed  on  the  European  Continent.  During  her  reign 
(1558-1603)  many  Protestant  leaders  who  had  fled  to 
Europe  durmg  the  reign  of  Mary  returned  to  England  with 
a  strong  desire  to  carry  out  extensive  reforms  in  accordance 
with  what  they  perceived  as  the  New  Testament  model 
of  the  church — a  presbyterial  or  congregational  form  of 


church  government  to  replace  the  rule  of  bishops.  These 
men  became  known  as  Puritans  because  of  their  desire  to 
purify  the  church  along  Protestant  lines,  but  they  met  with 
stiff  opposition  from  both  the  Queen  and  Parliament,  who 
rigorously  enforced  ecclesiastical  laws,  often  leaving  many 
parishes  without  clergy. 

While  most  Puritans  wanted  to  remain  in  the  Church  of 
England,  a  few  men  began  to  advocate  separation  from  the 
Church  and  the  formation  of  independent  congregations. 
Two  Separatist  leaders  in  London  were  hanged  in  1593 
as  examples  of  official  reaction  to  this  movement.  Others 
fled  to  Holland  in  order  to  escape  fines  or  imprisonment. 
After  Elizabeth  I  died  in  1603,  the  Puritans  looked  to  her 
successor,  James  I,  who  was  brought  up  under  Calvinist 
reformers  in  Scotland,  to  establish  similar  reforms  in 

article  continued  next  page 
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England.  Their  petition  to  the  king  was  ignored  except 
their  request  for  a  new  translation  of  the  English  Bible 
(later  published  in  1611).  James  1  wanted  to  maintain  the 
Anglican  Church  much  as  it  had  been  under  Elizabeth  1. 

It  was  against  this  background  that  John  Smyth  entered 
Christ's  College  at  Cambridge  in  1586  and  was  influenced 
by  men  like  Francis  Johnson,  his  tutor,  who  held  Puritan 
views.  In  1594  Smyth  was  appointed  a  Fellow  at  Christ's 
College  and  was  ordained  by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  In  1600 
he  was  appointed  Lecturer  to  the  city  of  Lincoln.  Soon  he 
was  involved  in  controversy  with  church  authorities  and 
was  deprived  of  the  right  to  preach  or  lecture  in  the  province 
of  Canterbury.  But  in  1606  he  began  to  identify  with  the 
Separatist  cause  when  he  decided  to  join  a  Separatist 
congregation  at  Gainsborough,  which  then  chose  him  as 
their  pastor.  That  congregation  was  soon  threatened  with 
heavy  fines  and  possible  imprisonment  of  their  leaders. 
They  decided  in  1608  to  emigrate  to  Amsterdam,  funds 
being  provided  by  a  lay  member  of  some  wealth,  Thomas 
Helwys.  In  Amsterdam  they  had  more  freedom  to  practice 
their  faith  but  Smyth  soon  found  himself  in  conflict  with 
other  English  exiles  on  issues  of  how  the  church  should  be 
governed  and  how  worship  should  be  conducted. 

The  separation  from  the  Church  of  England  had  prompted 
Smyth  and  members  of  his  congregation  to  search  the 
Scriptures  more  diligently  for  guidance  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  church  and  its  proper  constitution.  Study 
of  the  New  Testament  led  Smyth  to  the  view  that  only 
those  who  had  been  baptized  upon  repentance  toward 
God  and  faith  in  Christ  were  to  be  admitted  to  the  church 
and  that  the  baptism  they  had  received  as  infants  in  the 
Church  of  England  was  not  valid.  If  they  wished  to  form 
a  true  church,  they  must  submit  to  believer's  baptism 
as  the  only  true  Christian  baptism.  But  how  was  this  to 
be  accomplished.''  It  was  decided  that  they  would  avow 
themselves  to  be  no  church  with  no  one  holding  a  church 
office.  All  being  equal,  Smyth  proposed  that  Helwys,  their 
social  leader,  should  baptize  them,  but  Helwys  deferred  to 
his  spiritual  leader.  Smyth  therefore  baptized  himself  by 
Affusion  (pouring  water  on  the  head)  and  then  baptized 
the  others.  Smyth's  act  of  baptizing  himself  drew  criticism 
from  other  Separatists  who  inquired  by  what  authority  he 
had  done  so.  Later  on  after  consultation  with  the  Dutch 
Mennonites  (Anabaptists)  he  was  persuaded  by  them  that 
he  should  have  turned  to  one  of  their  elders  for  baptism, 
but  Smyth  could  not  convince  Thomas  Helwys,  a  person 
of  considerable  learning,  that  in  baptizing  himself  he  had 
acted  without  proper  sanction.  The  result  was  that  Helwys 
and  10  other  members  of  the  congregation  decided  to 
excommunicate  Smyth  and  his  supporters. 

John  Smyth  continued  his  contacts  with  the  Mennonites, 
seeking  admission  to  their  church  by  formal  application 


and  the  exchange  of  confessions  of  faith.  It  was  not  until 
Smyth  died  of  tuberculosis  in  1612  that  his  followers 
were  finally  received  into  fellowship  with  the  Dutch 
Mennonites  in  January  1615. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  the  theology  of  Jacob 
Arminius,  a  Dutch  theologian,  had  caused  much 
controversy  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  It  is  clear 
from  the  confessions  prepared  by  both  Smyth  and  Helwys 
during  this  time  that  these  men  had  adopted  the  views 
of  Arminius  on  the  doctrine  of  salvation — that  Christ's 
redemption  was  intended  for  all  persons,  that  God  does 
not  create  or  predestinate  anyone  to  destruction,  and  that 
the  way  of  life  and  salvation  lies  in  Christ.  Such  views  as 
these  would  be  distinctive  of  the  later  General  Baptists, 
who  sprang  from  that  part  of  Smyth's  congregation  that 
chose  to  follow  Thomas  Helwys  and  thus  refused  to  join 
the  Mennonite  Church. 

Helwys  and  his  group  soon  thereafter  reached  the 
conclusion  that  they  should  not  continue  their  exile  in 
Amsterdam  but  should  return  to  their  native  England 
in  order  to  persuade  others  among  their  countrymen  to 
embrace  their  understanding  of  the  gospel  and  the  nature 
of  the  church.  It  was  therefore  at  great  risk  that  they 
returned  to  London  and  established  the  first  Baptist  church 
in  England  just  outside  the  city  of  London  in  Spitalfields. 
Helwys  was  chosen  as  pastor  of  the  congregation.  He  soon 
published  a  confession  of  faith  that  had  been  written  while 
they  were  still  in  Amsterdam  (this  confession  of  faith  will 
be  published  in  the  next  edition  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist). 

In  the  same  year  that  Helwys  returned  to  England  he 
published  A  Short  Declaration  of  the  Mystery  of  Iniquity  in 
which  he  declared  his  views  on  religious  liberty,  the  right 
of  every  person  to  hold  any  religious  opinions  without 
interference  on  the  part  of  kings  or  earthly  rulers.  This 
was  the  first  such  defense  of  universal  religious  liberty  in 
the  English  language,  a  view  that  has  become  a  part  of  the 
Baptist  tradition  in  America.  A  copy  of  this  little  book 
is  now  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford.  It  contains  a 
dedication  to  King  James  1,  signed  by  Thomas  Helwys.  In 
it,  Helwys  rejects  the  notion  that  the  king  has  any  authority 
over  the  souls  of  his  subjects,  to  make  ordinances  or  set 
spiritual  lords  over  them.  Helwys  was  sent  to  prison  where 
he  remained  until  his  death.  This  brave  man  is  worthy  of 
being  regarded  as  the  father  of  the  General  Baptist  family 
of  faith.  We  are  indebted  to  him  for  his  contribution  to 
our  General  Baptist  heritage. 

Source:  A  History  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  by 
Michael  R.  Pelt,  Chapter  1 ,  The  English  Background. 
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When  A  Woman  Trusts  God  by  Sheila  Walsh 

Do  you  ever  question  God's  ability  to  catch  you  when  you  fall?  Do  shame,  fear,  and  brokenness  keep  you  from 
fully  trusting  God?  Do  you  secretly  believe  your  dreams  are  unreachable?  You  are  not  alone. 

This  is  a  book  about  trust.  How  we  fight  it.  How  we  learn  to  do  it.  How  it  transforms  us.  Life  is  not  safe.  That 
reality  slips  over  us  as  we  grow.  Our  response  to  the  Father  in  that  reality  allows  us  either  to  swing  higher  and 
higher  with  the  trust  of  a  child. .  .or  fearfully  shrink  back  from  the  swing  set  altogether.  As  we  weigh  that 
choice,  God  whispers:  Trust  me. 

In  a  remarkably  transparent  account,  author  and  speaker  Sheila  Walsh  opens  wide  her  lifelong  battle  with 
trust  and  the  moment-by-moment  choices  she  made  to  follow  where  God  led.  Sheila  has  lived  a  hfe  ruled  by 
the  "hidden  places"  of  insecurity  and  brokenness  and  knows  the  overwhelming  beauty  of  a  life  wholly  handed 
over  to  Christ. 


As  you  encounter  her  struggles  and  triumphs,  you  also  meet  ten  of  the  Bible's  transformed — Tabitha,  David, 
Paul,  and  others — who  teach  us  that  in  spite  of  overwhelming  circumstances,  just  one  trusting  encounter 
with  Christ  sets  beautiful  things  in  motion.  It  can  resurrect  dreams,  instill  purpose,  and  ignite  hope. 
Discover  what  beautifiil  things  can  happen  when  YOU  trust  God. 


Retail:  $21.99  •  Our  Price:  $17  (you  save  23%) 


Out  Live  Your  Life  by  Max  Lucado 

Dear  Friend, 

May  I  share  a  story  that  is  very  dear  to  my  heart? 
It's  a  story  of  hillbillies  and  simple  folk,  net  casters  and  tax  collectors.  A  story  of  a  movement  that  exploded 
like  a  just-opened  fire  hydrant  out  of  Jerusalem  and  spilled  into  the  ends  of  the  earth:  into  the  streets  of 
Paris,  the  district  of  Rome,  and  the  ports  of  Athens,  Istanbul,  Shanghai,  and  Buenos  Aires.  A  story  so 
mighty,controversial,  head  spinning,  and  life  changing  that  two  millennia  later  we  wonder:  Might  it  happen 
again?Heaven  knows  we  hope  so.  These  are  devastating  times:  1.75  billion  people  are  desperately  poor;  one 
billion  are  hungry.  Lonely  hearts  indwell  our  neighborhoods  and  attend  our  schools.  In  the  midst  of  it  all 
here  we  stand:  you,  me,  and  our  one-of-a-kind  lives.  We  are  given  a  choice. .  .an  opportunity  to  make  a 
difference  during  a  difficult  time.  What  it  we  did?  What  if  we  rocked  the  world  with  hope? 

Worth  a  try,  don't  vou  think? 

RetaU:  $24.99  •  Our  Price:  $19  (you  save  23%) 


Max 
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66  Love  Letters  by  Dr.  Larry  Crabb 

Forever  change  the  way  you  look  at  the  Bible. .  .and  your  own  lite! 

Have  you  ever  read  the  Bible  only  to  come  away  confused?  Ever  wondered  if  God  actually  had  you  in  mind 
when  he  began  telling  His  story?  Though  life  may  not  be  going  according  to  your  plan,  God  has  another  one, 
far  better  than  you  can  imagine.  From  Genesis  to  Revelation,  experience  His  invitation  to  get  you  dancing 
with  joy. 

In  66  Love  Letters,  Larry  Crabb  offers  a  fresh,  relational  look  at  Scripture:  "When  you  finish  reading  my 
love  letter  to  you,  I  want  you  to  realize  that  I  never  underestimated  how  thoroughly  you'd  mess  up  your 
life  or  how  painfully  you  would  struggle  and  suffer,  and  I  don't  want  you  to  underestimate  your  failures  or 
struggles  either.  They're  all  part  of  the  story  I'm  telling.  But  neither  have  I  underestimated  my  determina- 
tion or  ability  to  enter  the  mess  you've  made  and  the  pain  you  feel  and  turn  everything  around.  I  can,  and 
I  will,  make  everything  good  again.  Never  underestimate  me." 

Larry's  intimate  conversation  with  God  asks  deeply  honest  questions  such  as: 

■  "God,  what  is  it  you  wanted  me  to  see  in  Obadiah?"  •  "And  what's  up  with  Leviticus?  Is  there  anything 
there  for  me?"  •  "This  one  verse  in  Galatians  has  always  frustrated  me.  Why  is  that?"  •  "The  way  you 
wrote  Revelation  makes  it  difficult  to  understand — why  didn't  vou  just  describe  what  will  happen  in  a 
straightforward  way?" 

Listen  to  the  story  of  God  unfold  through  these  chapters,  and  you'll  find  not  only  His  redeeming  love 
but  His  plan  and  provision  designed  especially  for  you. 


RetaU:  $22.99  •  Our  Price:  $18  (you  save  23%) 


To  order/purchase  any  of  these  titles,  contact  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  at  1-800-849-3927  ext.  1 
or  visit  one  of  our  Bible  Bookstore  locations  in  Ayden,  Kinston,  or  New  Bern,  NC. 
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Howell  Swamp  Church  (July  2010)  prior  to  the  start  of  the  building  of  the  new  sanctuary. 

A  Short  History  of  Howell  Swamp 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

by  The  Reverend  Tony  Glass  and  Dianne  McKeel  Morris 


Howell  Swamp  Church  is  located  in  the  Speights 
Bridge  Township  at  the  intersection  of  Howell  Swamp 
Church  Road  and  Speights  Bridge  Road  approximately 
one  mile  outside  of  the  community  of  Walstonburg, 
North  Carolina.  It  got  its  name  from  the  low  lying  area 
near  its  location  which  was  named  for  the  prominent 
Howell  family  that  lived  in  that  vicinity  as  early  as 
1769. 

Jon  August  12,  1873  Elder  James  J.  Harrison  and  his 
wife,  Hulda,  donated  the  land  upon  which  the  church 
has  stood  since  its  beginning.  On  November  7,  1873, 
Howell  Swamp  officially  became  an  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  The  original  building  was  very  small. 
It  had  no  windowpanes,  only  window  openings  that 
were  covered  by  shutters  to  keep  out  the  rain. 


The  church  grew  at  a  rapid  pace.  Elders  James 
Harrison  and  Jesse  Shackleford  shared  the  pastoral 
duties  of  the  early  church.  In  the  first  year  of  its 
existence  the  membership  grew  from  27  to  47  with  20 
new  converts  to  the  faith.  The  membership  had  grown 
to  65  by  1878  with  most  of  the  additions  being  new 
converts.  God  was  blessing  this  church  in  its  infancy 
and  continued  to  do  so  through  subsequent  years. 

At  some  point  in  the  early  1900s  when  membership 
was  at  one  of  its  highest  levels  the  church  was  enlarged 
and  windows  were  added.  The  church  sanctuary  had 
two  foundations,  one  of  which  may  have  belonged  to 
the  original  building,  until  July  of  2010. 

One  special  blessing  came  in  1946  when  many  men 
were  returning  from  their  tour  of  duty  in  World  War 
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The  new  sanctuary  of  Howell  Swamp  Church  {November  2010) 


At  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  revivals  in  the  History 
of  Howell  Swamp,  in  one  service  29  returning  veterans 
gave  their  lives  to  Jesus  Christ  and  were  baptized. 

During  the  1940s  the  church  itself  had  a  face-lift. 
New  pews  were  placed  in  the  church.  A  building 
committee  organized  the  building  of  Sunday  School 
rooms.  People  of  the  church  donated  money  for  the 
pews  with  nameplates  placed  on  the  new  pews  in  honor 
or  memory  of  church  members.  Plans  were  made  to 
replace  the  windows  in  the  sanctuary. 

In  1952,  The  Lord's  Acre  program  was  instituted. 
Most  of  the  members  of  the  church  at  this  time  were 
farmers.  The  bulk  of  their  income  came  in  once  a  year. 
Usually  by  the  time  they  got  to  church,  the  money 
was  already  spent  or  they  were  afraid  to  tithe,  not 
knowing  what  the  next  year  would  bring.  With  this 
program,  each  family  would  dedicate  one  acre  of  land 
upon  which  they  would  plant  a  crop  and  dedicate 
the  proceeds  to  the  Lord,  thus  the  name;  The  Lord's 
Acre.  Those  that  did  not  plant  crops  could  dedicate 
a  portion  of  their  earnings  or  dedicate  something  of 
value  to  the  Lord  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This 


program  proved  to  be  very  successful  and  more  funding 
became  available  for  church  projects.  So  successful,  in 
fact,  that  in  1960  a  committee  was  selected  to  prepare 
plans  for  the  study  and  consideration  of  the  church  for 
a  building  program,  which  was  eventually  completed 
in  1964.  The  success  of  this  project  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  providence  of  God.  At  a  time  when 
many  churches  were  in  disarray  due  to  the  split  in  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  denomination,  Howell  Swamp  held 
firm  and  completed  one  of  the  most  extensive  building 
projects  of  its  history. 

In  1977,  the  members  of  Howell  Swamp  stepped  out 
on  faith  to  build  a  fellowship  hall  and  God  blessed  them 
with  the  funding  that  was  required.  He  blessed  them 
so  much,  in  fact,  that  the  building  project  did  not  stop 
with  the  fellowship  building.  The  church  sanctuary 
was  renovated  and  a  baptistry  was  added.  Through  the 
providence  of  God,  once  the  project  was  completed, 
everything  had  been  paid  for.  Then  on  November  24, 
1978,  Howell  Swamp,  which  up  to  this  point  had  been 
a  part-time  church  with  services  every  other  Sunday, 


Singing  Over  tfie  "Teievkone 

by  Tommy  Manning 


In  this  age  of  modern  technology  where  nearly 
everyone  has  access  to  e-mail  and  cellular  phones, 
there  are  a  few  persons  like  my  92-year-old  sister  who 
still  rely  on  the  "regular"  telephone. 

Sallie  Manning  Evans  of  Ayden,  North  Carolina, 
a  longtime  member  of  Bethany  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  who  after  marriage  attended  Rose  Hill  "out 
in  the  country"  near  Haddocks  Crossroads  for  many 
years,  looks  forward  to  my  "regular"  telephone  calls. 
On  a  weekly  basis,  she  and  I  reminisce  about  family, 
friends,  and  especially  the  music  of  the  church — music 
that  she  and  our  late  sisters  sang  in  trio  all  over  Pitt 
County  during  their  youth  and  young  adulthood. 

A  few  of  the  old  favorites  were  "Whispering  Hope," 
"In  the  Sweet  By-and-By,"  "'Neath  the  Old  OUve 
Trees,"  "The  Old  Rugged  Cross,"  "Amazing  Grace," 
"What  a  Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus,"  "When  We  All 
Get  to  Heaven,"  and  my  sister's  all-time  favorite,  "I'll 
Meet  You  in  the  Morning  (By  the  Bright  Riverside)." 

Christian  hymns  (especially  the  traditional,  old 
favorites,  which  were  borne  of  grief  and  suffering  and/ 
or  praise)  have  a  way  of  touching  the  heart  and  soul  in  a 
manner  not  equaled.  Every  Sunday,  as  I  sit  at  the  organ 
and  play  those  wonderful  old  hymns,  I  am  transported 
to  another  place.  Whether  in  memory  or  in  present 
company,  many  like  my  sister  and  me  catch  their  breath 
as  a  poignant  passage  reaches  out  to  the  congregation 
and  upward  to  God.  What  joy,  what  assurance,  what 
comfort,  what  hope! 


Today,  like  many  days  before,  I  sang  to  my  sister  over 
the  telephone,  and  she  joined  in  with  me.  Although 
miles  separate  us  in  the  physical  realm,  there  is  no 
distance  in  love.  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  I  reside,  is 
some  1,500  miles  from  my  sister's  home  in  Ayden,  but 
my  voice  and  hers  can  easily  bridge  the  span.  Today  we 
sang  "Amazing  Grace,"  a  song  that  seems  appropriate 
for  any  occasion — a  song  that  draws  one  above  and 
beyond  earthy  cares. 

Singing  over  the  telephone  is  something  I've  often 
done,  but  never  so  meaningfully  as  when  I  sing  with 
my  sister.  She,  the  eldest,  and  I,  the  youngest,  are  the 
only  two  siblings  remaining  in  my  family.  The  ones 
between  us  have  gone  on  to  their  reward,  and  are  no 
doubt  singing  in  Heaven. 

She  and  I,  as  we  couple  together  in  spiritual  love 
and  harmony,  bring  the  others  back  in  remembrance 
for  a  while  at  least.  And  we  are  reminded  of  a  time 
long  ago,  like  today,  when  the  words  and  melodies  of 
the  old  hymns  provided  food  for  the  soul — ^with  love 
transcending. 

I  am  blessed  to  have  this  dear  sister,  and  I  am  so 
happy  to  be  able  to  bring  her  a  little  joy  over  the 
"regular"  telephone!  After  all,  she  has  been  a  second 
mother  to  me  all  these  71  years!  I  have  not  forgotten 
her  kindness — and  I  want  her  to  know  that  while  she 
can  still  hear  my  voice  and  can  sing  along  with  me. 
How  sweet  the  sound! 


continued  from  previous  page 

became  a  full-time  church  with  services  four  Sundays  a 
month.  The  laity  were  energized,  worshiping  regularly, 
and  every  part  of  the  body  of  the  church  at  Howell 
Swamp  was  working  together. 

In  August  2010,  the  members  of  Howell  Swamp  took 
another  leap  of  faith  by  having  the  old  sanctuary  torn 
down  and  having  a  larger  sanctuary  built.  Some  of  the 
beams  used  in  the  original  building  have  been  restored 
and  used  in  the  ceiling  of  the  new  building.  The  new 
sanctuary  was  dedicated  during  the  homecoming 
service  on  November  24,  2010. 

Today  God  continues  to  bless  our  community  of 


faith.  We  have  activities  that  give  lay  people  the 
opportunity  to  minister  and  be  ministered  to  through 
our  Layman's  League,  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Sunday 
School,  Choir,  and  Youth  programs.  Worship  services 
are  held  each  Sunday  morning  and  evening.  Each 
Wednesday  evening  we  have  Bible  Study  and  prayer 
meeting. 

Our  mission  is  to  reach  others  with  the  message 
of  the  saving  grace  available  only  through  our  Lord 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  We  invite  you  to  join  our 
community  of  faith  as  we  undertake  this  mission. 
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J  /      \  V  V      with  Celia  Hales 


SOMEBODY  LOVES  ME 


Eudora  Welty,  a  Mississippian  and 
well-recognized  writer  of  the  Twentieth 
Century,  weaves  a  story  of  love  gone 
wrong  in  the  short  story  entitled, 
Powerhouse.  There  is  much  ambiguity, 
but  it  appears  likely  that  the  wife  of  the 
central  character  (Powerhouse)  has  run 
off  with  another  man.  Powerhouse  is 
the  lead  musician  who  ends  his  evening 
entertainment  with  many  choruses  of 
the  song,  "Somebody  Loves  Me." 

This  is  not  a  short  story  with  a 
religious  theme,  but  we  can  well  ask, 
"Who  does  love  Powerhouse?"  If  not 
his  wife,  who  does  love  him? 

At  times  of  crisis,  religious  people 
usually  turn  to  God  with  renewed 
vigor.  There  is  little  indication  in  the 
short  story  that  its  main  character  is 
religious,  but  the  setting  of  the  story 
is  in  Mississippi,  part  of  the  Bible  belt. 
It  is  not  unlikely  that  Powerhouse  is 
turning  to  God  as  the  story  concludes 
with  numerous  choruses  of  "Somebody 
Loves  Me." 

•We  do  not  have  to  wear  our  religion 
on  our  sleeve  to  turn  to  God  quietly 
in  crisis.  Most  of  my  friends,  before  I 
retired,  did  not  attend  any  church.  And 
many  did  not  know  that  I  had  a  strong 
faith  in  God.  I  felt  that  to  share  this 
intimacy  would  be  a  turnoff  to  them,  and 
I  have  never  believed  in  proselytizing. 
But  in  my  next- to-last  position,  when  I 
resigned  because  my  husband  Paul  and 
I  had  moved  to  Minnesota,  the  director 
of  my  library  wrote  a  most  encouraging 
acceptance  of  my  resignation,  saying 
that  I  had  been  a  "positive  force"  in  the 
library.  I  share  this  not  to  brag,  but  to 
tell  my  readers  that  none  of  us  has  to  be 
especially  verbal  about  our  faith  to  have 


it  make  a  difference  in  our  everyday 
lives.  This  difference  is  noticed,  even 
though  not  always  recognized  for  what 
it  truly  is. 

Now,  in  retirement,  I  have  the  time  to 
write  inspirational  essays,  and  to  share 
my  faith  in  a  more  intimate  fashion. 
My  closest  friends  from  Minnesota 
know  of  my  present  activities,  but  they 
do  not  ask  questions,  and  I  do  not 
push.  Not  everyone  is  ready  for  a  faith- 
filled  life  to  impinge  upon  their  own.  I 
think  that  many  are  alienated,  not  from 
spirituality,  but  from  the  upbringing 
in  the  church  that  they  have  rejected. 
At  least  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  I  am 
writing  to  an  audience  who  believe  and 
who  are  not  turned  off.  That  in  of  itself 
is  a  blessing. 

Just  as  Welty's  main  character  in 
Powerhouse  believes  that  "Somebody 
Loves  Me,"  and  I  am  speculating  that, 
in  the  short  story,  this  is  God,  we  too 
are  often  led  to  turn  to  God  in  crisis. 


Thiese  moments  come  to  all  of  us.  As 
an  early  inspirational  writer  said,  God 
wants  strong  men  and  women,  and 
strong  men  and  women  are  honed  in 
struggle.  If  we  turn  to  God  in  prayer, 
and  if  we  turn  to  Scripture,  we  will 
receive  consolation.  This  consolation 
is  not  always  a  "felt  presence"  of  God, 
but  the  benefits  will  still  come.  God 
always  takes  care  of  His  children,  and 
His  children  we  are. 

It  is  unlikely  that  Welty's  main 
character  felt  the  presence  of  God  as  he 
sang  numerous  choruses  of  "Somebody 
Loves  Me. "The  loss  of  his  wife  was  too 
fresh.  But  he  was  reaching  out  in  the 
best  way  that  he  knew,  by  singing  (how 
he  made  his  living),  and  he  chose  the 
concluding  song,  with  its  telling  title, 
for  his  last  set  of  the  evening. 

Perhaps  Welty  has  a  message  for  all 
of  us.  When  crisis  strikes,  God  is  always 
there.  He  is  always  the  Somebody  who 
loves  us. 


As  the  Father  hath  loved 
me,  SO  have  I  loved  you: 
continue  ye  in  my  love. 

(John  15:9) 
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RETIREMENT  HOMES  MINISTRY 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963 


OFWB 
RETillt.MENT  HOMES 
MINISTRY 


Free  Will  Dapti<st  Detirement  Hornet 


Another  year  is  upon  us  and  as  we  contemplate  the 
wondrous  things  that  lay  ahead  we  stop  to  review  the 
things  that  have  been  accomplished  this  past  year.  This 
ministry  has  been  so  blessed  to  have  been  given  the 
opportunity  to  assist  so  many  of  our  people  this  past 
year. 

As  the  year  2010  began,  we  looked  at  the  situation  that 
was  so  prevalent  in  our  country  relating  to  the  financial 
status  of  so  many  of  our  folks.  The  Board  of  Directors  and 
staff  of  this  ministry  are  not  afraid  to  step  out  on  faith 
because  we  believe  God  will  supply  our  needs  to  get  the 
job  done.  With  this  in  mind  we  set  our  budget  and  have 
prayed  unceasingly  that  God  will  lead  us  and  bless  us.  He 
has. 

This  ministry  now  serves  18  clients  on  a  regular  basis. 
From  time  to  time  we  serve  other  seniors  who  find 
themselves  in  a  needful  situation.  God  has  continued 
to  bless  in  this  economic  downturn  so  we  can  continue 
to  serve  those  in  need.  Our  churches  and  people  have 
responded  and  have  given  what  they  could  based  on  their 
budgets,  and  we  are  so  appreciative. 

This  ministry  is  a  blessing  to  many.  It  is  a  blessing  to 
me  as  I  have  the  opportunity  to  extend  our  love  and  help 
to  those  who  are  in  need  of  something.  What  a  joy  it  is 
to  be  able  to  tell  someone  that  we  can  help.  It  gives  me  a 
greater  blessing  than  they  will  receive.  We  are  not  able  to 
do  all  we  would  like,  but  in  so  many  cases  just  a  little  goes 
a  long  way.  Little  is  much  when  God  is  in  it. 

A  lot  of  our  people  are  now  learning  of  our  Disability 
Equipment  Availability  Program  (DEAP).This  program 
enables  us  to  supply  needed  equipment  at  no  charge 
to  our  church  members.  We  have  on  hand  equipment 
such  as  hospital  beds,  wheelchairs  (manual  and  electric), 
walkers,  bedside  commodes,  shower  chairs,  lift  chairs, 
canes,  and  crutches.  This  program  in  itself  keeps  me  pretty 
busy.  During  the  past  year  there  have  been  a  total  of  24 
hospital  beds  that  have  been  loaned  out.  Of  that  number 
many  have  gone  out  and  come  back  only  to  be  sent  back 
out  again.  We  estimate  that  if  these  beds  had  to  be  rented 
it  would  have  cost  our  folks  approximately  $1800. 

We  have  loaned  out  seven  electric  wheelchairs  and  two 
scooters.  Both  scooters  and  five  of  the  chairs  are  still  out 
on  loan  at  this  writing.  The  recliner/lift  chairs  are  one  of 


our  hottest  items.  I  cannot  keep  them  on  hand  because  so 
many  people  are  wanting  and  needing  one.  We  have  13 
of  these  chairs  in  our  inventory  and  aU  are  on  loan  at  the 
present.  We  were  up  to  15  of  these  chairs,  but  two  have 
become  unserviceable.  If  you  know  of  someone  who  has  a 
recliner/lift  chair  that  they  do  not  know  what  to  do  with, 
please  let  me  know.  We  can  definitely  use  them. 

Another  hot  item  is  walkers.  We  have  a  lot  of  wheeled 
walkers  and  have  loaned  28  out  this  year.  However,  the 
walker  we  have  a  lot  of  calls  for  is  the  type  with  the  seat 
on  them.  We  only  have  four  of  this  type  walker  and  they 
are  always  on  loan.  If  your  church  or  some  group  within 
your  church  is  looking  for  a  special  project,  you  may  want 
to  take  on  purchasing  the  seated  type  walker  for  our 
inventory.  s 

When  you  are  not  in  need  of  such  items  as  we  have 
available,  you  may  not  think  about  how  wonderfixl  this 
program  is.  We  think  if  you  would  ask  the  Rev.  Fred  Baker 
about  the  benefits  of  the  Disability  Equipment  Availability 
Program,  he  would  tell  you  it  is  a  real  blessing.  We  were 
able  to  supply  Brother  Fred  with  a  hospital  bed  and  an 
electric  wheelchair  for  his  use  during  his  convalescences. 

We  do  not  purchase  any  equipment  we  have  in  our 
inventory,  but  repairs  have  to  be  done  and  when  we 
have  to  purchase  batteries  for  the  wheelchairs  the  cost  is 
about  S200  for  each  chair.  We  deliver  equipment  items, 
if  necessary,  and  this  year  alone  we  have  traveled  to 
Rockingham  on  two  occasions  and  to  Durham  as  well  as 
many  places  closer  to  Ayden. 

We  covet  your  prayers  and  continued  support  for 
this  ministry.  We  never  know  when  we  may  need  some 
equipment  as  my  own  mother  did  or  when  we  may  need 
somewhere  to  live  or  a  helping  hand  financially. 

To  Pastors,  Woman's  Auxiliary  presidents.  Layman's 
League  presidents,  and  other  groups:  please  invite 
Retirement  Homes  to  come  to  your  church  or  meeting  to 
tell  you  all  about  the  wonderful  things  the  ministry  has  to 
offer  our  people. 

Please  remember  that  January  is  Retirement  Homes 
Month  and  the  16*  is  Retirement  Homes  Sunday.  If 
your  church  could  take  up  a  special  offering  that  Sunday 
it  would  be  appreciated,  and  if  your  church  doesn't  have 
us  in  their  budget — please  work  to  get  us  there. 
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RETIREMENT  MINISTRY  BOARD  MEMBERS 


•  The  Reverend  Jerry  English  (Eastern  Conference  Representative) 
Chairman 

•  The  Reverend  Chfford  Ball  (Central  Conference  Representative) 
Vice  Chairman 

•  Mr.  Reginald  Parker  (Cape  Fear  Conference  Representative) 
Secretary 

•  Mrs.  Sondra  Thick  (Western  Conference  Representative) 
Assistant  Secretary 

•  Mrs.  Jean  McPherson  (Pee  Dee  Association  Representative) 

•  Mr.  George  Wooten  (Central  Conference  Representative) 

•  The  Reverend  Michael  Barnhill  (Eastern  Conference  Representative) 

•  Mr.  Lloyd  Jones  (Albemarle  Conference  Representative) 

•  The  Reverend  Louis  Godwin  (Central  Conference  Representative) 

•  No  Representative  from  the  Piedmont  Conference  at  the  present. 


Our  prayers  from  Retirement  Homes  are  for  you  to  have  a  very  happy  and 
prosperous  year  ahead  and  that  we  can  work  together  to  make  this  ministry 
the  very  best  it  can  he. 

Ronnie  Taylor,  Executive  Director 


About  the  Retirement  Homes  Ministry 

Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement  Homes  is  a  Christian  Ministry  and  a  non-profit 
corporation.  It  began  with  a  concern  for  our  retiring  people  and  was  authorized  by  the  then 
State  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  1974.  In  the  beginning,  its  governing 
board  was  a  combination  of  the  boards  of  the  Children's  Home  and  the  Minister's  Program. 
It  applied  for  and  received  non-profit  status  as  a  North  Carolina  Corporation  in  early  1975. 
The  first  location  was  on  the  campus  of  the  Children's  Home.  Later,  It  was  modified  to  have 
its  own  board  and  its  offices  were  moved  to  Ayden,  in  the  OFWB  Headquarters. 

During  the  ensuing  years  there  have  been  many  ups  and  downs,  but  it  appears  that  the 
program  is  now  stable,  for  which  we  all  thank  God  very  much.  This  program  is  to  provide 
housing  assistance  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  and  for  others  who  have  been  employed  by 
a  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministry  for  a  minimum  of  ten  years.  Moreover,  the  purpose  of  our  ministry 
is  to  meet  otherwise  unmet  needs. 

People  Helping  People  In  Jesus^  Name 


and  a  ST#NE 

Significance  in  Christ  as  a  Young  Adult 

with  Wyatt  Harvey 


Well,  a  new  year  is  upon  us  and  let  me  say  that 
most  people  see  it  as  a  renewing  of  life.  A  new  year 
is  a  chance  to  have  one  more  year  of  living,  and  to 
get  things  right  where  they  have  gone  wrong  before. 
It  is  a  possibility  and  a  hope  of  improvement.  It  even 
gave  birth  to  the  long-standing  tradition  of  the  New 
Year's  Resolution,  where  we  pledge  to  ourselves  that 
we  will  do,  or  not  do— something  in  the  new  year 
that  will  make  things  better.  Well,  humanity  cannot 
take  credit  for  this  hope  and  desire  for  renewal. 
This  is  directly  inspired  of  God,  the  God  of  second 
chances. 

The  Love  of  God  shown  through  Christ  Jesus  is 
the  greatest  story  of  renewal  and  rebirth  humanity 
has  ever  seen  or  known.  God  is  the  Creator  of  all 
things,  including  second  chances,  forgiveness, 
redemption,  and  restoration.  The  new  year  is  a 
significant  example  of  this  in  nature,  where  a  cycle 
begins  yet  again  with  time  for  all  seasons  and  stages 
of  life  to  progress.  This  is  just  another  example  of 
how  God  made  nature  to  reflect  and  teach  people  of 
His  Presence  and  His  Omnipotence. 

We  should  take  great  care  in  learning  from  the 
lessons  God  provides. 

In  A  Sling  and  a  Stone  we  study  the  significance 
of  Christ  in  young  people,  but  in  this  instance  I  do 
not  think  it  applies  to  just  the  young  in  age.  You  see, 
each  time  we  learn  of  God,  or  turn  back  to  God,  or 
we  attune  or  recommit  ourselves  to  God,  I  believe 
we  are  constantly  being  renewed,  or  in  a  sense  being 
remade  with  a  new  youth.  Isaiah  40:31  declares  to 
us:  "But  they  that  wait  upon  the  LORD  shall  renew 
their  strength;  they  shall  mount  up  with  wings  as 
eagles;  they  shall  run,  and  not  be  weary;  and  they 
shall  walk,  and  not  faint." 

This  explains  renewal  in  God  as  being  lifted  up  on 
the  wings  of  eagles.  That  renewal  is  really  described 
like  being  made  youthful  once  again.  To  run  and  not 
grow  weary.  To  walk  and  not  faint.  Think  of  the  fervor 
and  the  zeal  and  the  energy  of  youth.  Now  compare 


that  to  the  same  of  the  young  in  Christ. 

Being  renewed  in  God  is  being  made  young 
again. 

Maybe  this  year  we  will  see  this  and  remember 
when  the  young  in  Christ  and  the  young  in  the 
Church  step  up  and  take  places  in  Jesus  Christ,  age 
makes  no  difference.  We  are  all  youth  to  God,  and 
blessed  to  be  made  so. 

In  2  Corinthians  5:17,  we  see  another  reminder  of 
God's  renewing,  as  man  is  truly  reborn.  "Therefore  if 
any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature:  old  things 
are  passed  away;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new." 
Reborn.  Remade.  Reformed.  You  can't  do  that  with 
a  new  year  resolution.  And,  when  we  accept  Christ 
He  makes  all  things  new  again. 

I  hear  people  say,  "Oh,  to  be  that  age  again"  or  "If  I 
had  known  then  what  I  know  now."  Well,  how  about 
being  young  in  Christ  again?  Renew.  The  Bible  calls 
us  to  a  renewal  of  the  mind.  Often.  Purging  ourselves 
of  the  trash  and  rubbish  that  tangles  our  lives  and 
thoughts.  Renewing  of  the  mind  and  recommitting 
the  heart.  Reassert  yourself.  Reaffirm  your  love  for 
Him.  Paul  called  it  dying  to  the  flesh  daily.  Daily.  Now 
that  is  wanting  that  constant  renewal. 

Sometimes  people  ask  why  I  have  a  passion  for 
youth  and  youth  work  and  why  I  believe  so  heartily 
that  the  young  adults  in  Christ  have  such  a  prominent 
place  in  our  work.  I  can  only  say  that  God  gave  me 
these  passions  and  these  desires  for  ministry,  and 
I  believe  it  is  also  because  I  love  to  see  the  young 
people  in  Christ  getting  fired  up  for  God,  using  that 
energy  that  He  gave  to  youth  for  the  right  purposes. 
Truth  be  told,  however,  we  can  all  have  that  energy 
of  youth  by  being  young  in  Christ,  with  constant 
renewing. 

This  new  year,  remember  the  real  inspiration 
humanity  has  for  renewal  and  forgiveness  and 
redemption  and  starting  again.  If  you  want  a 
resolution  that  matters  and  will  last,  be  resolute  in 
your  walk  with  Jesus  Christ,  and  be  young  again. 
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Unexpected  Blessings 


BY  TEACHER  JOIADA  S.  GARCIA 

Last  October  6-8,  2010  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Christian 
Sc]iool  attended  the  NCCT  or  the  National  Council  for 
Children's  Television  Arts  Caravan  at  Puerto  Princesa 
Pilot  Elementary  School  Gymnasium.  The  said  affair  was 
participated  hy  all  the  public  and  private  elementary  schools 
and  high  schools  in  the  city.  The  gym  was  covered  with  more 
than  700  pupils  with  their  teachers  and  coaches.  Our  school 
was  required  to  bring  only  three  students  and  our  participants 
were  Mark  Jacob  Austria,  a  grade  111  pupil;  Lyra  Cristel  Daitol, 
of  grade  IV  class;  and  Avic  Jane  Guillen,  of  grade  V  class,  and 
Teacher  J ona  O.  Gario,  Grade  V  adviser  was  with  me.  Past 
6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  gathered  at  the  waiting  shed, 
our  Teacher- in-charge  (TIC),  Rev.  Fidel  B.  Presto,  led  us  in 
a  prayer  for  guidance  and  victory  for  we  are  going  to  compete 
with  the  different  schools. 

Over  all,  the  three  day  program  was  great,  the  workshop 
really  triggers  the  students  to  learn,  to  become  active,  be 
competitive,  and  expose  their  hidden  talents.  There  were 
different  areas  to  compete  such  as  variety  shows,  film  making, 
magazine  making,  news  casting,  and  others.  All  of  those  are 


instant  so  the  practice  hour  only  required  1  to  2  hours  or  so. 
Teacher  Jona  and  I  were  quite  busy  and  cramming  at  that  time, 
directing  our  students  to  do  this  and  that,  and  we  really  prayed 
hard  to  God  to  grant  us  new  ideas  because  the  judges  really 
hate  imitations  and  traditional  presentations. 

Friday  was  the  awarding  day,  we  were  really  blessed  at 
that  time  and  rejoicing  in  God's  presence.  Out  of  the  100 
students  from  different  schools  that  competed  we  were  the 
only  school  from  elementary  level  that  got  so  many  awards. 
The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Christian  School  won  as  the  Most 
Outstanding  Qroup,  Best  in  Broadcasting,  and  Best  in  Stage 
Performance. 

Mark  Jacob  Austria  was  the  only  one  chosen  ftnalist  in  the 
elementary  level  in  the  poem  writing  contest.  His  poem  was 
chosen  and  will  be  published  in  a  magazine.  Lyra  Cristel  Daitol 
won  as  the  Most  Active  Participant  and  Best  Female  M.C. 
The  hosts  congratulated  us,  for  every  now  and  then  they  travel 
in  different  parts  of  the  Philippines  and  they  said  that  it  is  the 
first  time  that  a  private  school  won  against  the  public  school. 

We  were  so  blessed  and  surprised  for  God  granted  us  the 
things  that  we  never  expected. 
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Summer  activities 

Education  Offered 


BY  WILLEM  VAN  DER  PLAS 

The  Roma  Gypsies  form  a  nation  without  borders;  they 
are  a  people  without  a  fatherland.  They  wander  over  Europe 
and  other  parts  of  the  world.  Education,  even  elementary 
education,  has  no  value  to  them. 

However  the  few  who  have  been  educated  try  to  change 
their  general  opinion  about  this  matter.  One  of  them  is  the 
youth  leader  of  the  Church  in  Varna:  Nikolai  Atanasov.  Like 
Tezdjan  has  tried  successfully  in  Balchik,  he  too  persuades 


Pastor  Nikolai  and  his  family 


children  to  attend  the  elementary  school  in  Aspurugovo  at 
Varna. 

Nikolai  organized  summer  activities  in  the  city  quarters  of 
Aspurugovo  near  the  "Vasil  Levski"  and  the  "Ruska"  school. 
Some  of  the  time  he  used  for  evangelization,  but  most  of  the 
time  on  games,  sport,  painting,  and  even  computer  training. 
Though  most  of  these  children  are  Muslim,  he  reached 
over  40  children  with  these  activities.  Their  parents  got 
interested  when  the  Municipality  promised  to  provide  free 
schoolbooks  and,  in  some  cases,  finances  for  clothes  and 
shoes. 

While  he  was  active  with  the  children  he  has  been 
pleading  in  several  e-mails  for  prayer  on  the  project  and 
many  of  us  responded  to  encourage  him. 

Recently  Nikolai  was  with  his  Municipality  dance  group 
near  the  schools  where  he  made  more  advertisement 
stimulating  the  parents  to  make  the  right  decisions  for  their 
children:  "Send  them  to  school  on  15  September." 

Nikolai  has  the  following  request  for  more  prayer 
concerning  the  Roma  Gypsy  children:  l)That  the 
teachers  will  understand  them,  because  they  follow  other 
disciplines  than  are  common;  2)  Wisdom  and  patience  for 
their  teachers;  3)  Perseverance  for  the  children  and  their 
parents. 

We  recognize  these  facts  and  hope  that  many  people  will 
do  the  same  and  pray  for  these  children. 


Milene,  Kosta,  Pastor  Pilev,  Pastor  Naidonaov,  and  a  member  of  the  church. 


The  Praise  Team. 


Praying  for  the  sick. 


Gypsies  in  Sofia 

BY  KOSTA  IVANOV 

Being  invited  by  Pastor  Pilev  of  the  Bulgarian  Church  and 
Pastor  Georgi  Naidonaov,  Milene  and  I  went  to  Soiia.  Three 
days  we  were  the  guests  of  Pastor  Georgi  in  the  Gypsy  Quarter 
that  is  known  as  the  "Copper  Factors'."  It  is  one  ot  the  poorest 
quarters  of  Bulgaria  and  the  church  in  that  quarter  is  visited 
only  by  Gypsies.  Their  houses  are  constructed  of  mud,  there 
IS  no  running  water  m  the  houses,  and  it  has  an  open  sewer 
system  with  the  wastewater  running  to  the  lowest  point  of 
the  "camp."  The  people  gather  anything  of  value  from  the 
demolished  houses  m  the  city  to  survive,  trv'ing  to  earn  a  living 
of  old  metals.  Their  living  condition  is  heartbreaking. 

We  organized  worship  services  during  three  days  in  the 
morning  and  in  the  evening.  Their  praise  group  of  young 
members  was  heartwarming  to  hear  and  to  see  them  praising 
our  Lord  and  Savior.  The  older  people  were  somehow  low 
in  Spirit,  depressed  by  the  troubles  they  are  facing  within 
their  families.  They  really  need  a  message  of  HOPE  m  their 
circumstances  under  continuous  encouragement  through 
prayers.  In  the  afternoons,  we  visited  sick  people  who  asked 
tor  prayers  in  their  weak  condition. 

In  the  Bulgarian  Church  of  Pastor  Pilev,  we  have  been 
sharing  a  message  ot  love:  "The  Love  of  the  Lord  exceeds 
anything."  In  our  way  we  are  tr^'ing  to  build  up  the  unity 
that  IS  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He  blesses  all  of  you  with  His 
continuous  presence  and  His  Love. 
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OpportiAyiitics  at 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Visitation  Day  for  High  School  Students:  Monday,  January  17, 201 1 

High  school  students  planning  to  start  college  in  August  201 1 ,  and  their  parents,  are  invited  to  attend 
this  special  day  to  learn  about  scholarships,  academic  majors,  athletics,  and  life  on  campus.  Contact 
Tim  Woodard,  Director  of  Admissions  at  (800)  653-0854  or  via  email  at  <twoodard@moc.edu>  to  let 
him  know  you  and  your  family  are  coming. 

One  Night  a  Week  Programs  At  a  Location  Near  You: 

One  night  a  week  programs  for  adults  who  need  the  convenience  of  evening  higher  education 
opportunities  are  available  at  New  Bern,  Jacksonville,  Mount  Olive  Evening  College,  Research  Triangle 
Park,  Wilmington,  and  Washington.  All  programs  meet  from  6-10  p.m.  on  the  same  night  every  week. 
To  make  contact  with  an  Admissions  Representative  at  one  of  our  locations,  call  1  -800-NEW  GOAL. 

Evening  College 

•  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology  (blended  online  and  seated):  January  8, 201 1 

•  Management  and  Organizational  Development:  January  18, 2011 

•  Heritage:  February  17, 201 1 

•  Early  Childhood  Education  at  Johnston  Community  College:  February  28, 201 1 

•  Health  Care  Management:  March  18,2011 

Jacksonville 

•  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology  (blended  online  and  seated):  January  8, 201 1 

New  Bern  -  ^ 

•  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology  (blended  online  and  seated):  January  8, 201 1 

•  Management  and  Organizational  Development:  January  1 1, 201 1 

Research  Triangle  Park 

•  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology  (blended  online  and  seated):  January  8, 201 1 

•  Health  Care  Management:  February  8, 201 1 

•  Heritage:  February  21, 201 1 

•  Management  and  Information  Systems:  February  28, 201 1 
Washington 

•  Heritage:  January  6, 201 1 

•  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology  (blended  online  and  seated):  January  8, 201 1 

•  Health  Care  Management:  January  1 1, 201 1 

Wilmington 

•  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology  (blended  online  and  seated):  January  8, 201 1 

•  Heritage:  January  13, 201 1 

•  Health  Care  Management:  January  19, 201 1 
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Founders  Day:  Brian  Pariiell  ivitii  Iiis  family;  Brian's  grandparents  are  from  St.  Mary's  FWB  Church  in  Wilson  County. 

Brian  and  Jiis  parents  are  from  tJie  First  FWB  ChurcJi  of  Wilson. 


Mount  Olive  College 

On  November  23,  2010,  Mount  Olive  College  (MOC)  honored 
31  employees  and  celebrated  59  years  of  providing  Christian 
higher  education  at  the  College's  annual  Founders  Day  Worship 
Service. 

The  Reverend  John  Robert  Williams,  Jr.  delivered  the  keynote 
address.  The  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Risa  Poniros,  provided  the  special  music  for  the 
anniversary  service. 

During  the  event,  Brian  Parnell  of  Lucama  and  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Wilson  was  awarded  the  Founders  Leadership 
Award,  a  $500  scholarship  sponsored  by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
President  of  Mount  Olive  College  (1954-1995),  and  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Rose  M.  Raper.  The  award  is  given  in  honor  and  memory  of 


Celebrates  Founding 

those  who,  with  vision  and  leadership,  initiated  the  founding  of 
Mount  Olive  College  in  1951  and  those  who  in  subsequent  years 
have  provided  extraordinary  leadership,  services,  and  support  for 
the  advancement  of  the  College. 

The  scholarship  is  presented  to  a  senior  who  has  distinguished 
him/herself  as  an  individual  of  character  and  initiative  and  who 
has  demonstrated  strong  leadership  qualities  toward  making 
Mount  Olive  College  the  institution  of  Christian  higher  education 
envisioned  by  its  founders.  The  recipient  is  selected  by  a  committee 
of  faculty,  students,  and  staff  representatives. 

Parnell  has  been  a  member  of  Free  Spirit  throughout  his  college 
career.  He  has  been  a  leader  in  the  student-led  Christian  groups  on 
campus,  and  he  has  been  very  active  in  Phi  Beta  Lambda,  serving 
on  the  local  and  state  level.  Parnell  is  a  Handy  Mart  scholar  and 
was  recently  named  Pickle  King  during  the  2010  Pickle  Classic 
weekend  at  MOC. 

"1  feel  strongly  that  Brian  is  the  epitome  ot  what  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Raper  envisioned  when  they  began  the  Founders  Leadership 
Award,"  said  one  staff  member  who  nominated  Parnell.  "As  1  have 
observed  Brian,  it  is  obvious  that  he  lives  by  Christian  standards. 
He  is  a  good  leader  and  highly  respected  among  his  peers." 

This  year,  the  Founders  Leadership  Award  was  given  in  honor  ot 
the  late  Dr.  James  A.  Coats,  former  Vice  President  for  Finance  and 
Treasurer  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Coats  served  the  College  from 
1975  until  his  retirement  in  2000.  Among  his  many  contributions 
to  MOC,  Coats  was  instrumental  in  starting  the  College's  location 
at  Goldsboro,  overseeing  the  construction  of  College  Hall  (which  is 
now  Kornegay  Arena),  and  establishing  funding  for  infrastructure 
throughout  the  campus. 

According  to  Dr.  Raper,  recognizing  the  exemplary  services  and 
contributions  of  people  like  Coats  to  the  development  of  Mount 
Olive  College  is  a  primary  objective  ot  the  Founders  Leadership 
Award.  Coats'  wite,  Barbara,  and  their  son,  Michael,  were  present 
tor  the  event. 

Also  during  the  service.  Dr.  Philip  P.  Kerstetter,  President  of  the 
College,  recognized  faculty  and  statt  for  their  continued  dedicated 
efforts.  He  presented  each  service  award  recipient  with  a  gift 
engraved  with  the  College  seal. 
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t  'Ti(S  the  (SeacSon  for  (Service 

Honors  Students  Participate  in  Holiday  Service  Projects 


A  number  of  Mount  Olive  College  student  organizations  are  taking  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  spread  some  holiday  cheer  this  Christmas  season  by 
participating  in  various  service  projects.  The  Honors  students  at  MOC  have 
selected  two  worthy  causes — Operation  Christmas  Child  and  Letters  to  Soldiers. 

Through  Letters  to  Soldiers,  the  freshman,  sophomore,  and  senior  Honors  classes 
have  written  Christmas  cards  to  American  soldiers  serving  in  Iraq,  Kuwait,  and 
Afghanistan.  The  cards  will  be  sent  to  the  Letters  to  Soldiers  organization  whose 
volunteers  prepare  holiday  care  packages,  which  include  a  heartfelt  Christmas 
card,  bound  for  American  military  personnel.  The  junior  class  has  assembled 
shoeboxes  with  various  gifts,  supplies,  and  goodies  for  Operation  Christmas  Child, 
an  outreach  of  Samaritan's  Purse. 

The  projects  are  part  of  an  initiative  to  further  promote  a  sense  of  community 
and  service  into  the  Honors  Program.  Letters  to  Soldiers  was  an  initiative  decided 
upon  by  the  Honors  Committee,  while  Operation  Christmas  Child  was  the  project 
of  choice  decided  upon  by  Honors  students  enrolled  in  HON  311:  The  Global 
Community. 

"In  addition  to  a  rigorous  academic  curriculum,  the  Honors  Program  aims  to 
foster  a  collaborative  community,"  explains  Dr.  Norman  Crumpacker,  Honors 
Committee  Chair.  "In  light  of  the  success  of  our  pilot  endeavor,  future  Honors 
classes  will  develop  their  own  ideas  for  prospective  community-based  projects 
in  which  the  class  decides  to  participate." 

Students  that  qualify  for  the  Honors  Program  at  Mount  Olive  College 
are  selected  based  on  high  academic  performance,  scholarly  achievements, 
extracurricular  programs,  demonstrated  leadership  abilities,  volunteer 
service,  and  involvement  in  their  local  community.  Once  admitted  to  the 
Honors  Program,  students  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  community 
service  projects,  special  seminars,  and  a  variety  of  forums  as  well  as  travel 
internationally. 

Senior  Honors  student  Kelli  Kosuda  comments,  saying,  "The  Honors  program 
at  Mount  Olive  College  affords  students  so  many  unique  opportunities,  and 
these  service  projects  are  a  great  example  of  that.  It  is  wonderful  to  know  that 
a  simple  act  of  writing  a  Christmas  card  or  filling  a  shoebox  can  have  such  a 
tremendous  impact  on  soldiers  and  children  across  the  world." 


Pickle  Classic 
King  and  Queen  Named 

Brian  Parnell  of  Lucama,  NC  and 
member  of  First  FWB  Church  of  Wilson 
and  Destinie  Lindsay  of  Indiana,  PA 
"relished"  the  moment  as  they  were 
crowned  Pickle  Classic  King  and  Queen 
on  Saturday  during  the  45^^  Annual 
Pickle  Classic  Tournament. 


18 


V 


The  Truth  About  College  Life 

by  Kelli  Kosuda 


I  recently  read  an  entertaining  article  about  the  cliches 
associated  with  the  college  experience.  It  is  true,  there  are 
plenty  of  cliches  and  pre-conceptions  out  there  that  1  found 
to  be  disproven  when  I  got  to  college,  but  things  1  never  would 
have  realized  had  I  not  found  them  out  for  myself.  The  college 
experience  today  is  dramatically  different  from  the  college 
experience  50  years  ago,  for  those  of  you  who  may  remember.  If 
you  want  a  little  insight  into  what  college  is  like  for  the  average 
student  today,  here's  my  take: 

1.  College  is  not  one  big  picnic. 

I  have  to  admit  that  the  MOC  Marketing  Department 
does  an  excellent  job  at  creating  brochures  and  pamphlets  for 
potential  students,  covering  the  pages  with  colorful  photos  and 
displaying  some  of  the  most  beautiful  images  of  The  College. 
However,  have  you  ever  noticed  how  many  college  brochures 
show  students  sitting  on  the  grass  having  a  picnic,  or  throwing 
a  Frisbee  across  the  lawn?  Truth  be  told,  this  doesn't  happen 
every  day.  In  fact,  I've  never  had  a  picnic  on  the  grass  at  MOC. 
Though  the  campus  is  certainly  beautiful,  picnics  are  not  a 
regular  occurrence. 


cafeteria  that  offers  food  that  is  actually  edible!  I  think  people 
have  the  misconception  that  cafe  food  is  always  horrible. 
However,  at  MOC,  the  cafeteria  staff  does  an  excellent  job 
of  offering  the  students  a  wide  variety  of  healthy  and  tasty 
choices. 

4.  Pranks. 

You  can  thank  Hollywood  for  this  misconception.  College 
students  aren't  as  keen  on  pulling  major  pranks  as  the  movies 
claim  we  are.  It's  great  entertainment  for  the  big  screen,  but  not 
so  much  seen  on  the  typical  collegiate  campus.  You  won't  be 
seeing  the  President's  car  on  top  of  a  roof  any  time  soon! 

5.  Stereotypes. 

This  is  another  Hollywood-generated  misconception;  that 
students  are  segmented  by  their  interests,  like  jocks,  cheerleaders, 
nerds,  etc.  In  fact,  I  would  say  that  the  situations  at  MOC  are 
the  exact  opposite.  The  student  body  here  is  so  diverse  and 
unique  that  I  have  become  friends  with  so  many  different  types 
of  people.  I'm  thankful  that  this  is  something  I  only  see  in  the 
movies. 


2.  Sleep  all  day,  party  all  night? 

Contrary  to  popular  belief,  college  students  have  very  little 
time  for  sleep,  or  partying,  for  that  matter.  Granted,  we  like 
to  have  our  fun.  My  friends  and  I  have  had  plenty  of  nights 
and  weekends  where  we  have  been  able  to  let  loose,  but  8  a.m. 
classes  and  midnight  deadlines  for  research  papers  keep  us 
occupied  most  of  the  time.  He^  mom,  /'m  studying! 

3.  Cafeteria  food. 

Sure,  it  is  said  that  the  typical  diet  of  a  college  student  is 
Ramen-'  noodles  and  soda,  but  MOC  is  fortunate  to  have  a 


6.  The  Greek  scene. 

I  probably  have  a  skewed  opinion  on  this  misconception, 
but  that  is  only  because  MOC  doesn't  have  fraternities  and 
sororities.  It  is  definitely  one  of  the  first  things  that  come  to  a 
persons  mind  when  they  think  about  the  college  environment. 
I  dare  say  that  if  the  Greek  scene  really  is  anything  like  the 
movies  make  it  out  to  be,  I'm  almost  glad  we  don't! 

Hopefully  this  gives  you  a  little  more  perspective  into  what  it 
is  like  to  be  a  day-to-day  student.  I  wouldn't  trade  this  college 
experience  for  anything! 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 


P.O.  Box  249  •  Middlesex,  NC  27557  •  252.235.2161  •  www.fwbchildrenshome.org 


Greetings  to  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord,  who  has  called  us  to  a  mission  and  has 
enabled  us  to  minister  since  1920.  On  behalf 
of  the  Children's  Home  residents,  Board,  and 
staff,  I  wish  you  a  Happy  New  Year! 

As  we  look  forward  to  the  months  ahead,  we 
begin  to  reflect  on  the  past  year  and  the  many 
memories  we  have  made.  I'm  reminded  of  the 
excitement  we  shared  as  we  celebrated  our 
90*  anniversary,  completed  our  Heritage  Hall 
renovation  project,  hosted  events,  provided 
new  opportunities  for  our  children,  and 
received  numerous  blessings  of  support  and 
encouragement  from  many  people. 

There  is  still  work  to  be  done  on  our  campus. 
With  the  economy  in  a  recession  and  many 
people  out  of  work,  our  commitment  to 
making  sure  our  children  have  access  to  basic, 
essential  needs  is  just  as  important  today  as  it 
has  ever  been.  The  Children's  Home  ministry 
is  committed  to  continue  advocating  for  and 
providing  services  to  children  in  need. 

Most  people  have  been  through  a  ♦■ough  year. 
Economic,  emotional,  physical,  and  spiritual 
challenges  are  everywhere,  and  fear  has  settled 
into  the  hearts  of  many.  We  need  to  pause  and 
hear  God  say  to  us  through  His  Word  that  we 
are  not  alone,  forgotten,  abandoned,  or  abused. 
Indeed,  we  are  loved! 

Who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ? 
Shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or  persecution, 
or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword? 
(Romans  8:35) 

Let  us  praise  Him  for  our  many  blessings 
and  thank  Him  when  we  break  through  our 
disappointments.  I  invite  you  to  let  God  fill  you 
with  all  the  love,  joy,  and  energy  you  need  to 
embrace  today  and  move  forward  with  joy.  And 
may  you  rejoice  with  other  Christians  in  the 
knowledge  that  you  are  indeed  richly  blessed 
and  mightily  loved. 


I  am  reminded  of  Hebrews  13:8:  Jesus  Christ 
the  same  yesterday,  and  today,  and  forever.  The 
year  2010  is  past  and  we  are  now  in  2011. 
But  the  God  of  3/esterday  is  still  the  God  of 
today  and  will  be  the  God  of  tomorrow.  He 
never  changes.  He  is  with  each  of  us  in  every 
situation. 

Our  children  and  our  staff  want  you  to  know 
how  much  we  appreciate  your  support.  Please 
remember  the  Home  in  the  coming  year.  A 
donation  to  this  ministry,  perhaps  in  memory 
or  in  honor  of  someone  special,  is  a  gift  that 
will  keep  on  giving  all  year  long. 

With  all  of  my  heart,  I  wish  everyone  a  happy, 
healthy,  and  successful  New  Year. 

—  Gary  Lee  — 

President/CEO 


Happy  New  Year  201 1 

With  the  New  Year  come  many  new  ideas  and  wishes  for  new  beginnings.  When  asked  about  the  outlook  for  201 1, 
many  quotes  were  received  from  staff  and  children  at  The  Home  on  plans  and  wishes  for  another  successful  year. 

  Staff   

Melissa  R.  "..  .increased  strength  to  face  every  new  day  with  love  and  patience. . ." 
Kristie  H.  "...love,  laughter,  unity,  and  continued  success  for  this  year  and  the  future..." 
Latasha  W.  "...a  spiritual  increase  to  bless  my  life  and  those  1  come  in  contact  with. . ." 
Virginia  S.  "...to  be  more  attuned  to  God's  plan  for  my  life..." 
Eliza  H.  ". .  .the  opportunity  to  help  each  child  reach  his/her  fullest  potential. . ." 

Dawn  P.  "...to  remember  that,  'to  every  thing  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to  every  purpose  under  the  heaven..."' 
(Ecclesiastes  3:1 ). 

Don  B.  "I'm  thankful  God  spared  my  life  in  2010  and  1  look  forward  to  continuing  my  service  to  God  and  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home." 

Tonya  B.  "1  beseech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy, 
acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  your  reasonable  service.  And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world:  but  be  ye  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect,  will  of  God" 
(Romans  12:1-2). 

Felicia  H.  "1  want  to  always  remember  that  God  is  with  me  each  day,  and  know  that  1  do  not  have  to  walk  alone,  but  He 
will  be  with  me  always  to  guide  my  steps." 

  Residents   

Eboni  (age  16)  ". .  .work  harder  at  completing  my  high  school  education. . ." 
Rodney  (age  16)  "I  would  like  to  go  home  to  live  with  my  family. . ." 
Kris  (agel3)  "...work  on  getting  a  better  attitude  and  reuniting  with  my  family..." 
Willie  (age  12)  "..  .earn  and  save  money  in  2011  for  a  special  project. . ." 
Devonte  (age  14)  "1  hope  to  have  a  closer  relationship  with  my  family. . ." 

Krista  (age  16)  ". .  .keep  up  my  good  grades  at  school,  and  hopefully  get  a  part-time  job  this  summer. . ." 

Please  accept  our  sincerest  wishes  for  a  blessed  New  Year  in  2011, 
and  please  remember  to  lift  up  the  staff  and  children  at  The  Home  in  your  daily  prayers. 


Christmas  2010 

Christmas  was  a  very  special  time  for  the  children 
at  The  Home.  Churches,  groups,  and  individuals  were 
sponsors  for  a  child's  Christmas.  Additionally,  many 
dropped  off  gifts,  fruit,  and  supplies  for  the  children 
and  The  Home  during  the  Christmas  holidays. 

We  appreciate  all  that  has  been  done  for  the 
children  at  The  Home,  not  just  at  Christmas,  but  also 
throughout  the  year.  For  many  of  the  children  here, 
this  Christmas  2010  was  one  of  their  most  memorable 
experiences.  It  is  our  wish  that  each  of  you  will  have 
a  happy,  healthy,  and  prosperous  New  Year  in  2011, 
and  again,  we  say  "Thanks!" 
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Campus  Needs 


•  Bath  Towels  and  Bath  Cloths 

•  Cleaning  Supplies 

(Lysol,  Pine  sol.  The  Works,  Pledge) 

•  Body  Wash  for  Boys 

•  Mattress  Covers  with  Plastic  Liner  (twin  size) 

•  Pillow  Covers 

•  Trash  Bags  (13  gallon  or  larger,  33  gallon) 

•  Dish  Cloths  and  Dish  Towels 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MINISTRY 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbsunciayschool.org 


Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Teacher 

and 


Superintendent  of  the  Year 

Awards 


The  Teacher  and  Superintendent  of  the  Year  Awards  make 
up  a  program  sponsored  by  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Ministry.  The  awards  are  funded  by  Dr.  Thomas 
R.  Morris,  Wilmington,  NC.  The  purpose  of  the  awards 
program  is  to  advance,  promote,  and  improve  the  effectiveness 
of  the  Sunday  School.  By  recognizing  the  most  effective  Sunday 
School  teacher  and  superintendent,  the  fimds  from  the  awards 
would  be  used  to  do  something  extra  for  Sunday  School  that 
would  not  ordinarily  be  available.  Each  award  carries  with  it  a 
$1,500  gift,  plaque,  and  a  certificate.  The  recipients'  names  will 
be  added  to  larger  plaques  that  will  hang  in  Heritage  Hall  at  the 
Headquarters.  The  awards  will  be  granted  at  the  Sunday  School 
Institute  held  on  the  first  weekend  each  March.  The  selection  of 
the  Teacher  of  the  Year  and  Superintendent  of  the  Year  will  be 
determined  by  an  anonymous  committee  comprised  of  pastors, 
teachers,  superintendents,  and/or  parents  of  Sunday  School 
students. 

There  are  three  suggested  categories  for  the  use  of  the  funds 
by  the  recipients: 

1)  Provide  overall  learning  resources  for  the  Sunday  School 
staff  (establish  a  library,  maps  for  the  classrooms,  supplemental 
teaching  aids,  study  aids  for  the  teachers,  AV  equipment  and 
other  materials  that  would  be  necessary  to  carry  on  an  effective 
program). 

2)  Provide  individual  learning  experiences  for  the  recipient 
(funds  to  attend  workshops,  conferences,  seminars  that  would 
help  that  recipient  do  a  better  job). 

3)  Provide  group  learning  experiences  for  Sunday  School  as  a 
whole  or  a  particular  class  (retreats,  local  training  programs). 


The  nominations  can  be  submitted  by  anyone  in  the  church. 
However,  each  one  must  be  accompanied  by  two  letters  of 
recommendation,  one  from  the  pastor  and  one  from  someone  in 
Sunday  School  leadership  or  governance.  These  letters  should  be 
placed  in  a  sealed  envelope  with  the  writer's  name  written  across 
the  seal,  since  they  are  considered  confidential.  It  is  suggested 
that  the  pastor  or  superintendent  be  responsible  for  returning 
all  the  forms,  including  the  nomination  forms  and  the  letters  of 
recommendation.  All  forms  MUST  be  submitted  by  January  31 
each  year  to  the  Sunday  School  office  at  the  Headquarters.  The 
address  follows: 


Ms.  Mary  Dudley,  Director 

OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 
PO  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

Any  of  the  active  Sunday  School  teachers  or  the  super- 
intendents can  be  nominated.  There  are  no  limits  as  to  the  number 
of  nominations  from  any  church,  but  you  must  remember  that 
the  nominations  must  have  2  letters  of  recommendation. 

All  nominees  will  be  notified  by  Mrs.  Dudley  and  should  be 
present  at  the  Sunday  School  Institute  in  March  or  have  someone 
represent  them.  All  nominees  will  be  recognized  as  well  as  the 
nominees'  churches. 

If  you  would  like  nomination  forms,  they  will  arrive  at  your 
church  at  the  end  of  December.  If  you  are  not  able  to  locate  the 
appropriate  forms,  please  let  us  know  and  we  can  get  the  proper 
forms  to  you. 


22 


Seventh  Annual 
Ministers'  Wives  and  Widows  Retreat 

Cragmont  assembly 
Black  mountain,  North  Carolina 


The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Ministry  is  again  sponsoring  the 
Seventh  Annual  Ministers'  Wives  and 
Widows  Retreat  at  Cragmont  Assembly, 
Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina, 
beginning  Thursday,  January  28  and  ending 
with  Sunday  morning  worship  on  January 
30,  201 1.  This  year  we  will  be  focusing  on 
a  book  entitled.  From  Stumbling  Blocks  to 
Stepping  Stones  by  Tara  Fraley. 

Tara  is  one  of  our  own.  She  and  her 
husband  Robert  with  their  three  children 
are  in  service  at  the  Otway  OFWB  Church, 
Otway,  NC.  They  have  recently  opened  a 
candle  and  gift  shop  on  Marker's  Island 
called  Cape  Lookout  Candle  Shop.  The 


book  focuses  on  her  life  as  a  minister's  wife 
in  the  bad  times  and  the  good.  It  is  a  story 
that  you  will  not  soon  forget.  When  not 
involved  in  discussion  sessions,  you  may 
choose  to  shop,  hike,  sleep,  sing,  or  just 
relax  in  front  of  the  fire.  Each  participant 
will  receive  a  copy  of  Ms.  Fraley's  book  for 
your  study  and  a  copy  of  a  journal  for  your 
library  as  we  study  together. 

We  feel  that  this  is  truly  going  to  be  an 
uplifting  weekend  for  the  minister's  wife 
or  widow.  We  will  have  several  special 
activities  available  during  the  spare  time 
as  well.  We  will  be  making  jewelry,  having 
make-up  sessions,  and  even  making  candles 
and  other  surprises. 


Registration  is  simple.  Complete  the 
following  information  and  mail  it  to  Mary 
Dudley  at  PC  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 
The  information  could  also  be  emailed  to 
<director@ofwbsundayschool.org>.  The 
cost  of  the  weekend  is  $150  inclusive.  The 
registration  must  be  postmarked  by  January 
24,  2011. 

If  you  need  it,  transportation  will  be 
arranged  for  you.  We  are  hoping  to  have 
a  comfortable  bus  for  travel.  If  you  are  not 
already  a  member,  we  invite  you  to  come 
and  become  a  member  of  the  Cinderella 
Sisters  Support  Group.  (You  can  also 
register  online  by  going  to  our  website: 
www.ofwbsundayschool.org. ) 


Name: 


Address: 
City:  


State: 


Zip:, 


Telephone: 
e-mail: 


Any  special  diet  needs  you  might  have:. 


Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  1  uiill  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me;  for  1  am 
meek  and  lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  is  light  (Matthew  1 1 : 28-30) . 
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CONVENTION  NEWS 

P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746,4963  •  www.ofwb.org 

Look  Before  You  Leap! 

by  Harold  Swinson,  Convention  President 

{This  article  is  endorsed  by  the  Convention  Executive  Committee) 


One  of  the  main  goals  of  The  Convention  is  to  enter  into  and 
operate  in  2011  with  unbridled  optimism.  We  are  fully  aware  of 
the  challenges  that  face  us  in  all  directions,  but  the  determination 
to  press  forward  is  stronger  than  the  urge  to  back  down.  We  will 
share  with  you  some  ot  the  great  Convention  related  activities 
that  are  on  the  horizon,  but  first  we  feel  compelled  to  respond 
to  the  most  serious  challenge  to  our  denominational  stability 
since  the  early  1960s.  We  do  not  intend  to  deal  with  the  base 
issues  that  have  taken  us  away  from  the  proclamation  of  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ,  but  we  will  discuss  some  very  real  dangers 
to  our  churches  and  the  misconceptions  that  have  been  amplified 
in  recent  gatherings. 

First  of  all,  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination  has 
always  been  considered  a  biblically  conservative  group.  The 
huge  majority  of  our  ministers  would  be  appalled  to  learn  that 
they  have  been  labelled  otherwise.  We  take  issue  with  anyone 
who  declares  us  to  be  liberal  in  our  biblical  standards,  when  that 
declaration  is  based  solely  on  our  reaction  to  the  decisions  of  any 
other  person  or  institution.  Our  foundation  is  settled  in  the  Solid 
Rock  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  absolute,  unchangeable  tenants  of 
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our  faith — He  is  God;  He  was  virgin-born  and  lived  a  sinless  life; 
He  died  for  the  salvation  ot  all  who  would  believe;  He  arose  from 
the  dead,  ascended  into  Heaven,  and  is  now  at  the  right  hand  of 
God  awaiting  the  time  of  His  return  to  Earth  to  claim  His  Bride. 

A  second  real  danger  facing  our  congregations  is  the  quality 
of  information  they  receive  concerning  issues  and  activities 
within  our  denomination.  An  abundance  of  material  from  all 
of  our  ministries  arrives  at  our  churches  on  a  very  regular  basis. 
This  information  comes  by  way  of  U.S.  Mail,  e-mails,  TFWB 
Magazine,  Facebook®,  Conference  and  Convention  Reports, 
etc.  Most  of  this  material  comes  either  to  the  church's  pastor  or 
clerk.  It  has  long  been  noted  however,  that  in  many  instances, 
much  of  this  valuable  knowledge  is  never  shared  with  the  church. 
Some  pastors  simply  tell  the  congregation  what  they  want  them 
to  hear,  and  sadly  enough,  the  congregation  takes  it  for  granted 
that  the  whole  story  is  being  told.  Consider  these  questions:  Has 
your  pastor  ever  shared  information  with  the  congregation  and 
you,  as  an  individual,  simply  took  it  for  granted  that  all  the  facts 
were  in  order?  Have  you  ever  wondered  about  the  validity  of  the 
claims  coming  from  your  church  lea'dership?  Have  you  ever  taken 


concerns  directly  to  the  leaders  of  your  denominational  ministries  ? 
Yes,  you  do  have  that  right,  privilege,  and  responsibility.  Each 
ministry  director  maintains  an  open  door  policy  and  is  willing  to 
sit  down  with  you  to  discuss  your  issues.  What  better  way  to  get 
the  "truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth"!  A  major 
responsibility  of  The  Convention  is  to  see  that  every  church 
member  receives  as  much  information  as  possible,  so  that  proper 
decisions  on  important  issues  can  be  made. 

Thirdly,  we  wish  to  address  grave  misunderstandings 
and  misstatements  concerning  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
governmental  policy.  This  section  is  necessary  as  a  result  of  actions 
taken  by  members  of  the  Western  Conference  this  past  fall  to 
consider  withdrawing  from  the  OFWB  Convention.  All  citings 
that  follow  come  from  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Principles  of  Church 
Government  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  {of  the  English  General 
Heritage)  (AOF),  or  the  Ministerial  Code  of  Ethics  (COE).  Our 
main  goal,  again,  is  to  provide  as  much  correct  information  and 
guidance  as  possible  to  the  laity  of  our  churches.  The  following 
deals  mainly  with  the  relationship  of  the  local  church  to  the 
annual  conference,  and  the  ethical  conduct  of  OFWB  ministers. 

1 .  Since  the  church  and  the  local  conference  exist  as  a  connected 
unit  (AOF,  Section  1,  Relationship  of  the  Local  Church  to 
the  Conference),  the  action  of  one  does  affect  its  relationship 
to  the  other.  Each  must  therefore  operate  "in  accordance  with 
this  book  of  discipline."  (AOF,  Same  Section) 

2.  The  Object  and  Duties  of  the  Conference  are  to  work  in 
accordance  with  the  Articles  of  Faith  (AOF,  Section  3,  Objects 
and  Duties  of  the  Conference.  See  also  AOF,  Section  4, 
Introduction).  Therefore,  if  a  Conference  or  church  fails  to 
maintain  its  connection  with  the  Articles  of  Faith,  it  is  no 
longer  considered  a  member  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Denomination. 

Should  this  withdrawal  vote  pass  at  the  Fall  201 1  session  of 
the  Western  conference,  the  following  would  take  effect: 

3.  As  a  result  of  #2  above,  the  conference  and  a  withdrawing 
church  will  immediately  lose  all  benefits  associated  with 
m.embership  in  the  Convention  of  OFWB,  which  include  but 
are  not  limited  to: 

a.  Recognition  by  the  Convention  as  an  "Original"  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church, 

b.  The  right  of  representation  as  a  voting  member  at  the 
annual  Convention, 

C.  Scholarships  to  Cragmont,  Camp  Vandemere,  and  Mount 
Olive  College, 

d.  Communication,  pulpit  supply,  and  assistance  from  the 
Headquarters  office, 

e.  The  receiving  of  information  from  any  OFWB  Ministry. 

4.  Churches  voting  not  to  withdraw  shall  be  declared  the 
recognized  conference  in  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists. 


In  addition,  the  following  items  must  also  be  considered.  First, 
OFWB  doctrinal  and  governmental  guidelines  will  no  longer  be 
in  effect.  A  new  constitution,  by-laws,  and  statements  of  doctrine 
will  need  to  be  created  by  the  estranged  conference  and  the 
individual  churches  that  secede.  Secondly,  all  ministers  voting 
to  withdraw  from  The  Convention  will  place  their  credentials 
in  jeopardy.  Ministers  who  are  members  of  the  withdrawing 
conference  will  no  longer  be  in  good  standing  with  the  OFWB 
Convention  and  would  therefore  lose  all  rights  and  privileges, 
including  that  of  voting.  (AOF,  Section  4,  Convention  of  OFWB, 
Membership).  In  addition.  Section  111  of  the  Ministerial  Code  of 
Ethics,  as  shown  below,  would  also  become  a  major  factor: 


My  Relationship  to  My  Denomination 

1.  I  will  keep  myself  informed  concerning  my  denomination  by 
regular  attendance  at  meetings  of  conferences  and  conventions, 
reading  denominational  periodicals,  and  familiarizing  myself 
with  our  history,  doctrine,  and  polity. 

2.  I  will  not  be  unduly  critical  of  my  denomination,  but  will 
cooperate  in  correcting  whatever  faults  that  may  occur. 

3.  As  a  pastor,  I  will  seek  to  lead  the  church  (or  churches)  which 
I  serve  to  be  loyal  to  the  denomination  and  to  cooperate  with 
its  programs. 

4.  I  will  endeavor  to  be  loyal  to  my  denomination;  however,  if 
the  time  should  ever  come  when  I  feel  it  necessary  to  sever 
my  relationship  with  the  denomination,  I  will  surrender  my 
credentials  to  the  proper  authorities. 


All  OFWB  ministers  are  required  to  sign  this  Code  of  Ethics  as 
a  part  of  their  ordination  process.  A  complete  version  is  available 
at  an  OFWB  Bookstore  near  you. 

Finally,  the  question  must  be  raised  concerning  those  churches 
and  individual  members  who  wish  to  remain  faithful  to  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination?  According  to  the 
Articles  of  Faith,  (pg.  100  newer  version,  102  older  version), 
and  secured  through  legal  precedence  established  in  the  North 
Carolina  Supreme  Court  system,  the  group  within  the  local 
church  that  is  loyal  to  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Principles  of  Church 
Government  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  {of  the  English  General 
Baptist  Heritage)  shall  be  declared  the  true  OFWB  Church  and  is 
entitled  to  all  rights,  privileges,  real  property,  assets,  and  records 
of  the  church.  (For  more  information  on  this  procedure  or  on  the 
Articles  of  Faith,  contact  the  Headquarters  office  or  Conference 
Executive  Committee  representative.) 

A  major  part  of  our  loyalty  to  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Denomination  is  the  support  of  our  Ministries.  Issues  that  divide 
us  because  of  misguided  or  incomplete  information  will  only  serve 
to  lessen  that  support.  When  one  sector  of  our  denomination 
withdraws,  everyone  feels  the  added  prayerful  and  financial  crunch. 
On  the  wall  of  an  athletic  dressing  room  in  a  local  school  are  the 
words,  "No  one  player  is  as  strong  as  the  entire  team."  We,  as  God's 
people,  can  do  so  much  more  when  we  work  together  for  the  good 
of  everyone,  than  when  we  divide  our  allegiances.  Let's  not  allow 
our  differences  to  cause  valuable  ministry  to  others  to  cease.  Our 
Denominational  Ministries  depend  on  God — and  you! 
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619  W.  Main  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  919.658.3855  •  wraper@moc.edu 


The  Marguerite  Moye  And  jefferson  D.  Wilson,  jr. 

Family  Endowment 

The  Heritage  and  Legacy  of  a  Special  Family 


BY  DR.  W.  BURKETTE  RAPER 

In  establishing  the  Wilson  Family  Endowment,  Mrs.  Wilson 
said  her  purpose  was  to  provide  a  memorial  for  her  husband, 
with  whom  she  shared  67  years  of  happy  marriage,  and  to 
express  appreciation  for  Christian  parents,  who  devoted  their 
lives  in  service  to  the  church. 

Having  known  her  family  for  65  years,  I  could  feel  the  tender 
feeling  Mrs.  Wilson  has  for  her  family  and  her  desire  to  make 
the  torch  of  her  heritage  burn  brightly  for  future  generations. 

Her  husband  was  the  late  Jefferson  D.  "J.D."  Wilson,  Jr.,  who 
was  a  life-long  resident  of  Greenville,  NC,  and  a  graduate  of  East 
Carolina  University.  His  career  began  as  a  survey  engineer  with 
his  laying  out  several  airports  in  the  South.  In  later  years,  he 
worked  with  his  father  in  the  J.  D.  Wilson  Insurance  Company 
until  his  retirement.  As  a  member  of  First  Christian  Church,  he 
served  as  an  elder,  deacon  and  chair  of  the  Board.  Supporting 
their  mother  in  establishing  the  family  endowment  are  her  two 
children:  Son,  Jeff  Wilson,  III,  of  Greensboro,  Georgia;  and 
daughter,  Julie  Brooks  Wilson,  who  now  lives  with  her  mother. 


The  Moye  Legacy 


Mrs.  Wilson  is  the  second  of  eight  children  of  the  late 
Reverend  James  Clayton  "J.C."  Moye  (1890-1961)  and  his  wife 
Ethel  Brooks  Moye  (1900-1969),  for  whom  the  Moye  Library 
at  Mount  Olive  College  is  named.  The  Moyes  were  strong 
advocates  of  education.  Mr.  Moye  attended  Free  Will  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Ayden,  where  he  was  awarded  a  gold 
medal  for  his  oratory.  In  later  years,  after  the  Seminary  became 
Eureka  College,  he  served  as  chair  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  many  ways,  the  Seminary  and  Eureka  College  were 
predecessors  of  Mount  Olive  College.  When  the  College 
began  operation  in  Mount  Olive  in  the  fall  of  1954,  it  had  no 
library — neither  building  nor  books.  In  December  of  1955,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moye  established  the  first  endowment  for  the  library. 
Their  endowment  became  a  key  factor  in  enabling  The  College 
to  attain  early  accreditation,  and  it  was  in  appreciation  for  this 
endowment,  along  with  their  strong  support  for  The  College 
in  services  as  well  as  financial,  that  the  library  on  the  current 
campus  bears  the  Moye  name. 

Mrs.  Moye,  a  leading  advocate  for  The  College,  especially 
through  the  Free  Will  Baptist  woman's  auxiliaries,  was  serving 
on  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Here  indeed  is  a  family  that  provided  extraordinary  leadership 
not  only  for  the  church  but  also  for  their  community  and  the 
State  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Moye  served  in  the  North  Carolina 
General  Assembly  for  three  terms  (1929-1935),  mayor  of  Snow 
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Hill  for  six  years,  member  of  the  Snow  Hill  School  Board,  and 
owner-manager  of  Moye  Chevrolet  dealership  for  27  years. 
During  his  active  ministry  in  the  first  half  of  the  Twentieth 
Century,  he  served  18  churches,  often  as  many  as  four  at  the 
same  time.  His  denominational  work  included  moderator  of  the 
Central  Conference  and  membership  on  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home.  In  all  of  Mr.  Moye's 
ministry,  Mrs.  Moye  was  his  constant  companion — helping 
with  the  church  music,  and  even  "filling  the  pulpit"  when  he 
could  not  be  there. 

A  Personal  Word 

Mrs.  Moye  was  a  prime  leader  in  helping  to  establish  and  to 
develop  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  which  contains  memorabilia  and  information 
about  the  ministry  of  the  Moye  Family  in  the  work  of  the  church. 
The  Wilson  Endowment  will  help  to  assure  that  the  history 
and  legacy  of  Free  Will  Baptists  is  preserved  and  transmitted  to 
future  generations. 

It  was  through  my  being  reared  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  that  I  came  to  know  the  Moye  Family.  While  I 
was  enrolled  at  Duke  University  in  preparation  for  the  Christian 
ministry — even  before  I  was  ordained — Mr.  Moye  invited  me  to 
speak  in  the  churches  where  he  was  pastor.  At  that  time,  he 
was  serving  Elm  Grove,  Bethany,  and  First  Free  Will  Baptist  in 
Greenville,  where  some  of  the  members  have  commented  that 
it  was  in  their  churches  that  I  did  my  "practice  preaching." 

Be  that  as  it  may,  some  of  the  best  friends  I  have  and  some 
of  the  people,  who  later  became  ardent  supporters  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  were  in  these  churches.  In  addition,  my  visits  to 
these  churches  brought  me  into  the  Moye  home,  where  I  often 
spent  the  weekends  of  my  church  appointments.  Around  the 
Moye  dining  table,  1  was  introduced  to  some  of  the  leaders  who 
have  helped  to  make  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  what  it  is 
today.  Mr.  Moye  taught  me  things  about  people  and  events  that 
have  never  been  put  into  print.  And  from  him  I  learned  much 
about  the  history  and  faith  of  Free  Will  Baptists  that  has  been 
invaluable  in  my  work  and  ministry. 

I  only  wish  that  every  young  minister  could  have  the  benefit 
of  the  kind  of  mentoring  I  was  blessed  to  receive  from  both  J.C. 
and  Ethel  Moye.  They  lifted  my  horizon  and  held  before  me  high 
expectations.  And  with  these  expectations,  they  encouraged  me 
and  gave  me  hope. 

The  Wilson  Endowment  is  an  inspiring  example  of  how  a 
good  heritage  can  become  a  noble  -legacy. 


Collate  of  The  Reverend  &  Mrs.  J.  C.Moye  Family 

Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection,  Mount  Olive  College 


Mrs.  Marguerite  Moye  Wilson 

(seated),  daughter  of  the  late  Reverend 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Moye,  for  whom  the 
Mount  Ohve  College  Library  is  named, 
and  Gary  Fenton  Barefoot  (standing), 
Librarian  of  Mount  Olive  College 
(1965-2009),  a  primary  leader  in  the 
establishment  and  development  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection, 
and  now  Curator  of  The  Collection. 


Dr.  Robert  W.  Moye  (seated),  son 
of  the  late  Reverend  and  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Moye,  and  his  wife,  Betty  Sue  Moye 

(seated  to  his  right),  along  with  other 
members  of  the  Moye  family,  reviewing 
memorabilia  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Historical  Collection. 
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CAMP  VANDEMERE 


215  N  Third  Street  •  Vandemere,  NC  28587  •  (252)  745-3171  •  www.campvandemereministries.embarqspace.com 


Another  year  has  come  and  gone.  This  past  year  at  the  camp 
has  truly  been  a  blessing!  With  the  year  coming  to  an  end, 
Camp  Vandemere  has  been  host  to  over  3,000  visitors.  Wow, 
that's  just  awesome!  Many  came  last  year  for  the  first  time  and 
will  surely  be  back  again  this  year.  God  has  blessed  this  ministry 
this  past  year  with  69  souls  added  to  His  kingdom!  And  like 
me,  many  that  come  here  count  it  a  blessing  to  just  he  still, 
listen,  and  watch  as  others,  young  and  old,  build  relationships 
that  will  continue  on  after  leaving — fellowshipping  with  new 
friends,  learning  about  Jesus,  and  having  fun! 

You  know,  1  come  to  realize  more  and  more  every  year  that, 
as  Christians,  we  have  an  awesome  responsibility.  I  think 
we  often  take  too  much  for  granted.  1  know  I  sometimes  get 
wrapped  up  in  my  own,  small  world  and  begin  to  think  that 
everyone  knows  Jesus;  but  they  don't.  Lots  of  times,  the  very 
people  you  consider  being  a  Christian,  really  aren't.  And  then 
there  are  ones  that,  by  no  means,  believe  in  Jesus,  and  don't 
seem  to  care  at  all.  It  really  does  surprise  me  when  1  come  in 
contact  with  an  atheist.  1  know  it  shouldn't,  but  it  does.  Here 
we  are  in  the  year  201 1  and  people  still  don't  believe  in  Jesus 
Christ.  That's  the  simple  meaning  of  "atheist";  someone  that 
doesn't  believe  in  God.  And  God,  being  three.  The  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Spirit;  The  Son,  being  Jesus  Christ!  So,  with 
this  in  mind,  someone  that  doesn't  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  is 
an  atheist. 

There  are  many  so  called  religions  that  recognize  God,  or 
at  least  a  god,  in  some  form  and  as  well  as  we,  they  think  their 
god  will  save  them  from  a  burning  Hell.  In  the  Bible,  reading 
in  Psalms  78:21-22,  it  says,  "Therefore  the  LORD  heard  this, 
and  was  wroth:  so  a  fire  was  kindled  against  Jacob,  and  anger 
also  came  up  against  Israel;  Because  they  believed  not  in  God, 
and  trusted  not  in  his  salvation."  Just  like  in  the  times  of  Jesus, 
people  still  don't  believe  He  is  the  Savior  of  the  world.  He 
is  the  Son  of  God!  The  Bible  teaches  in  John  14:6,  "Jesus 


saith  unto  him,  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life:  no  man 
Cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me."  I  really  can't  imagine, 
and  don't  think  anyone  can,  how  Jesus  felt  when  His  own 
people  wouldn't  accept  Him. 

Back  then,  as  well  as  today.  His  people  still  reject  Him 
and  don't  think  He  came  to  die  for  their  sins  and  save  their 
soul!  Yes,  save  their  soul  from  an  everlasting,  burning  Hell. 
Whether  one  believes  this  or  not,  doesn't  change  the  biblical 
fact  that  it's  true!  So,  yes,  we  as  Christians  have  an  awesome 
responsibility.  Our  job  is  to — if  nothing  else — live  a  life  in 
front  of  all  people  that  would  be  pleasing  to  God.  By  doing 
this,  we  will  be  witnesses  for  Jesus:  showing  everyone  that  God 
is  good  and  that  Jesus  is  the  "only"  way  to  Heaven.  In  Luke 
10:2,  the  Bible  says,  "Therefore  said  he  unto  them.  The  harvest 
truly  is  great,  but  the  labourers  are  few:  pray  ye  therefore  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  would  send  forth  labourers  into  his 
harvest."  Yes,  labor  for  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ;  the 
one  who  died  for  us! 

In  this  New  Year,  I  would  ask  everyone  to  please  pray  for  the 
ministry  here.  We  are  continuing  on  our  course  to  expand  our 
facilities.  It  is  a  slow  process.  There  has  been  a  lot  of  thought 
and  prayer  put  into  the  planning  of  this  and  we  will  continue  to 
move  forward  in  this  endeavor.  Also,  we  can  never  say  enough 
about  your  prayerful  and  financial  support  for  the  camp  all 
during  the  year!  I  personally  want  to  say  "Thank  You." 

If  you  would  like  to  plan  an  event  at  the  camp  this  year, 
please  give  me.  Rick  Price,  a  call  at  (252)  670-9775. 

Also,  if  you  are  sending  contributions  to  the  camp,  please 
send  them  to:  215  N.  Third  St.,  Vandemere,  NC  28587. 

In  His  Service, 
Rick  Price,  Director,  Camp  Vandemere 
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WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 


2011  Cragmont  Woman's  Retreat  (s) 
Registration  Form 

Please  complete  ONE  form  per  person  (make  copies  as  needed)  and  mail  with  $  20  non-refundable 
registration  fee  to:  Joan  H.  Little  •  7063  Stantonsburg  Road  •  Farmville,  NC  27828 
(Make  all  checks  payable  to  Cragmont  Woman's  Retreat) 

Name:  

Address:   

Phone:   Church:  

Emergency  Contact:   Phone  #:  

PLEASE  MARK  ALL  ITEMS  BELOW  WHICH  APPLY  TO  YOU. 
ROOMS  WILL  BE  ASSIGNED  IN  ORDER  OF  REGISTRATION  RECEIVED. 

  I  NEED  a  downstairs  room  due  to  MEDICAL  reasons  (Limited  Availability). 

Roommates  desired:    


Lodging  request:    Main  Building  (2-4  per  room)    Upstairs    Downstairs 

  Lodge  (3-4  per  room) 

  Motel  (2-4  per  room)    Hollifield  House  (6-8) 

  Girls  Dorm    Boys  Dorm    Floyd  House  (8) 

CHECK  Retreat  for  which  you  are  registering.  You  may  register  for  more  than  one. 

□  April  29-May  1:  Morning  Star  Retreat.    Speaker:  Kathy  Hayes 

$20  registration  fee  should  be  enclosed.  ($75  Balance  Due  upon  arrival.) 

□  June  8-11:  Dayspring  Retreat.    Speaker:  TBA 

$20  registration  fee  should  be  enclosed.  ($85  Balance  Due  upon  arrival.) 
Day  Spring  Retreat  also  welcomes  couples  and  families. 

□  July  31-August  5:  Cornerstone  Retreat.    Speaker:  Linda  Herring 

'   $20  registration  fee  should  be  enclosed.  ($120  Balance  Due  upon  arrival.) 

  1  plan  to  ride  the  bus.  Travel  Day  will  be  on  Sunday  A.M.  (Bus— $55). 

  I  plan  to  go  on  side  trip  to  Pigeon  Forge. 

$30  nonrefundable  deposit  should  be  enclosed  for  side  trip. 

There  will  be  2  afternoon  trips  to  Asheville.  ($10  each)  No  deposit  required. 

□  September  9-11:  Emmanuel  Retreat.    Speaker:  Sharlene  Howell 

$20  registration  fee  should  be  enclosed  ($75  Balance  Due  upon  arrival.) 

All  Retreats  are  open  to  all  women  regardless  of  membership  or  age. 
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COMMUNITY  CONNECTION 


In  Appreciation  of  Service 

Harrell's  Chapel  Church  honored  one  of  their  members, 
Linwood  Radford,  on  August  8,  2010,  with  a  surprise  reception  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall.  "Lin"  retired  after  serving  as  treasurer  of  the 
church  for  38  years.  His  family  was  waiting  for  him  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall  after  the  evening  service.  The  reception  featured  homemade 
ice  cream  and  a  special  "thank  you"  cake  with  well  wishes.  Good 
food  and  fellowship  were  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  pastor,  Alvin  Keener,  presented  "Lin"  with  a  plaque 
expressing  gratitude  for  his  many  years  of  dedicated  and  outstanding 
service  to  the  church.  His  position  was  one  of  "thanklessness"  yet 
very  demanding  and  requiring  full-time  service.  He  could  never  be 
"off  the  clock."  In  fact,  the  treasurer  could  not  take  a  vacation  away 
from  the  responsibilities  of  the  position.  A  plaque  seems  a  small 
token  for  the  service  rendered. 

"Lin"  began  his  service  in  1972.  The  changes  he  experienced  as 
treasurer  over  the  next  38  years  were  enormous  and  complicated. 
He  met  the  challenge  of  each  change  with  dignity  and  expertise. 
His  goal  was  to  always  meet  the  needs  of  the  membership. 

The  books/records  that  "Lin"  kept  were  always  in  order  and  he 
welcomed  each  audit.  In  fact,  he  would  remind  the  church  when  it 
was  time  for  an  audit.  Can  you  imagine  how  many  $  1  bills  he  counted 
in  38  years?  Some  would  also  include  nickels,  dimes,  quarters,  and 
other  change.  All  had  to  be  counted,  rolled,  and  accounted  for. 

As  the  members  thanked  "Lin"  for  all  his  years  of  selfless  service, 
he  was  heard  to  say,  "I  was  honored  to  do  it"  and  "I  counted  it  as  a 
privilege."  What  a  wonderful  testimony  of  service!  He  continues  to 
assist  in  the  traiisition  of  the  responsibilities  to  his  replacement. 

"Lin"  is  married  to  his  lifelong  supporter  and  sweetheart,  Sudie 
Carraway.  They  celebrated  their  56'''  anniversary  in  June.  They 
have  three  children,  "Shorty"  Radford,  Susie  Mercer,  and  Lisa  May. 
Of  course,  the  four  grandchildren  are  the  extra  blessings  in  their 
lives — plus  one  extra,  extra  blessing  in  a  great  granddaughter.  If  you 
don't  believe  it,  just  ask  "Lin." 


Bethany  Welcomes  New  Pastor 

The  Reverend  Mark  Richardson  is  the  new  pastor  of  Bethany 
Church  in  Wadesboro,  NC,  replacing  Dr. Thomas  Parrish  who  recently 
retired  from  pastoral  ministry.  He  will  serve  on  an  interim  basis  until 
he  obtains  his  ordination  credentials,  with  Dr.  Parrish  serving  as  his 
mentor.  Mark  only  answered  the  call  to  preach  this  past  April,  but  he 
is  no  stranger  to  the  ministry,  having  been  born  a  preacher's  kid.  He 
has  worked  as  a  paramedic  for  First  Health  Richmond  EMS  for  the 
past  14  years.  Mark  has  a  talented  family  who  will  richly  bless  our 
church  with  singing.  Mark  and  his  wife,  Joan  Gulp  Richardson,  have 
four  daughters,  Savannah,  Kaitlin,  Jordan,  and  Julianne.  The  family 
lives  in  Ellerbe,  NC. 
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Kids  at  the  Veggie  Tales  Party  playing  musical  haybells. 


Western  District  Youth  Activities 

The  Western  District  Youth  held  a  Veggie  Tales  Party  at  Kenly  Church 
on  Saturday,  October  23,  2010.  We  had  five  churches  to  participate  and 
around  60  people  present.  We  enjoyed  a  coloring  contest,  fall  related 
games,  and  the  Veggie  Tales  movie.  The  Wonderful  Wizard  of  Has, 
complete  with  popcorn  and  drinks!  Everyone  left  with  a  prize  and  a 
Veggie  Tales  treat  bag. 

Our  next  two  events  are  as  follows: 

Friday,  January  28,  2011:  Lock-in/Mid-night 
Bowling  for  middle  &  high  school  students 

This  will  meet  at  First  Church  in  Wilson  at  7  p.m.  Our  speaker  will 
be  Daniel  Ritchie,  First  Church  of  Wilson's  youth  minister.  Their  praise 
band  will  lead  us  in  worship.  Games  and  activities  will  include  a  service 
project  for  the  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  &  FWB  Retirement  Homes,  a 
talent  show,  the  Wii,  board  games,  corn  holes,  and  food!  We  will  go 
bowling  at  midnight.  Each  church  is  responsible  for  paying  for  its  youth's 
bowling.  An  additional  $5  per  youth  will  be  collected  to  cover  some  of 
the  costs  for  the  night.  Each  person  attending  is  asked  to  bring  a  drink  or 
snack  item  to  be  shared.  For  more  information  or  to  let  us  know  you  are 
coming,  please  contact  Marci  Rollins-Smart,  co-director  of  the  Western 
District  Youth,  at  (252)  239-0361  or  <marci@littlerockchurch.net>. 

Saturday,  April  9,  2011:  Family  Fun  Day  (all  ages) 

Time  &  location  TBA.  We  are  looking  for  a  church  to  host  this 
event.  We  need  space  for  games  outside  or  in  a  gym.  You  will  NOT  be 
responsible  for  all  the  planning  and  costs.  The  main  thing  you  will  be 
in  charge  of  is  providing  the  facilities  for  the  event  and  possibly  food. 
Please  contact  Marci  if  you  can  host  this  event. 


Other  Information 

E-mail  Addresses:  Do  we  have  your  email 
address?  To  save  on  the  cost  of  mailings,  we  are 
primarily  spreading  the  word  about  our  events  and 
meetings  through  email.  Send  your  youth  chair's 
email  address  to  Marci  Rollins-Smart  at  <marci@ 
littlerockchurch.net>. 

We  look  forward  to  working  with  you  on  our 
upcoming  events! 

Sandra  Walston 

Co-chair,  Western  District  Youth 
Piney  Grove  OFWB  Church 
2533  Richardson  Bass  Road 
Kenly,  NC  27542 
(919)  284-4664 

Marci  Rollins-Smart 

Co-chair,  Western  District  Youth 
Children  &  Youth  Minister, 
Little  Rock  OFWB  Church 
marci@littlerockchurch.net 
PO.  Box  340 
Lucama,NC  27851 
(252) 239-0361 


Prayer  Shawl  and  Pillow  Ministry 


BY  DIANNE  MCKEEL  MORRIS 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Howell  Swamp  Church 
started  a  Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  on  January  26,  2010,  with 
12  members  and  one  guest.  Compassion  and  the  love  of 
knitting/crocheting  have  been  combined  into  a  prayerful 
ministry  and  spiritual  practice  that  reaches  out  to  those  in 
need  of  comfort  and  solace,  as  well  as  in  celebration  and 
joy.  Many  blessings  are  prayed  into  every  shawl. 

The  shawl  maker  begins  with  prayers  and  blessings  for 
the  recipient.  The  intentions  are  continued  throughout  the 
creation. 

On  March  14,  2010,  Mrs.  Doris  McKeel,  an  84-year'old 
Methodist  that  has  been  attending  our  church  since  her 
church  closed,  informed  us  that  she  was  making  travel 
pillows  and  wanted  them  to  be  blessed  and  dedicated.  This 
was  the  start  of  the  Pillow  Ministry.  The  pillows  are  given 
to  individuals  that  have  to  travel  for  medical  treatments  or 
those  that  are  confined  due  to  sickness.  Mrs.  McKeel  had 
given  10  pillows  to  those  in  need  prior  to  the  start  of  the 
Pillow  Ministry. 

Mrs.  McKeel  has  been  an  inspiration  for  us  to  continue 
working  for  the  Lord.  There  is  always  something  we  can  do 
for  others. 


The  completed  shawls  and  pillows  are  blessed  by 
our  pastor,  Tony  Glass,  prior  to  being  presented  to  the 
individuals  in  need  of  a  blessing  and  comfort. 

We  meet  twice  a  month  on  the  second  and  fourth  Monday 
nights  to  crochet  or  knit  together  and  to  teach  others  how 
to  crochet.  We  also  have  a  short  business  meeting  and 
then  discuss  the  needs  of  the  community.  Members  of  the 
auxiliary  that  do  not  knit  or  crochet  donate  money  to  buy 
yarn. 

As  of  November  14,  2010,  we  have  distributed  34  prayer 
shawls  and  28  pillows  including  the  10  given  prior.  We 
use  our  Prayer  Shawl  and  Pillow  Ministries  to  reach  out  to 
others  in  need  and  let  them  know  that  the  Lord  is  always 
there  to  love  and  comfort  them.  Our  outreach  of  pillows 
and  shawls  has  extended  beyond  our  community  to  include 
Maine,  Florida,  Montana,  Virginia,  and  other  parts  of  North 
Carolina.  One  pillow  made  its  way  to  England. 

Shawls  are  embracing,  symbolic  of  an  inclusive, 
unconditionally  loving  God.  They  wrap,  enfold,  comfort, 
cover,  give  solace,  mother,  hug,  shelter,  and  beautify.  Those 
who  have  received  these  shawls  have  been  uplifted  and 
affirmed,  as  if  given  wings  to  fly  above  their  trouble. 


Color  of  Rainbow 

Rainbow  have  different  colors.  Some 
colors  have  meaning.  It  had  yellow,  blue, 
red,  green.  Red  means  blood,  green 
means  grow,  yellow  means  Heaven,  and 
blue  means  Holy  Spirit. 

Every  time  it  rain  and  sun  come  out, 
there  is  rainbow  coming  out,  it  look  real 
pretty.  And  color  represent  Jesus.  The 
colors  are  very  pretty  and  colorful. 

God  created  the  world  and  sun,  moon, 
rain,  and  rainbow.  Everyone  should  be 
thinking  and  be  thankful,  when  see 
rainbow. 

By  Cameron  Wade 
(Deaf  member  of  Blended  Fellowship) 
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The  Family 

by  J.  Andrews  Smith 

A  book  review  by  Ray  Wells 

The  Family  is  a  book  of  memoirs  written  by  some  of  the  people  who  grew  up  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Orphanage  in  Middlesex,  North  Carolina.  As  I  read  the  interesting  accounts  of  these  writers,  I  was  reminded 
of  the  often  quoted  words  from  the  novel  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities,  "it  was  the  best  of  times  and  the  it  was  the 
worst  of  times."  That  is  how  I  felt  as  I  read  story  after  story  of  life  at  the  orphanage.  As  I  read,  I  experienced 
a  full  range  of  emotions,  from  sadness  as  I  read  of  the  two  young  boys  who  were  struck  by  lightning,  to 
laughter  as  I  read  the  story  of  "big  boy,"  the  pet  duck,  when  it  was  discovered  that  he  was  a  she.  Through 
all  the  emotions  of  this  book,  I  was  struck  by  the  way  these  total  strangers  from  across  North  Carolina  came 
to  be  a  family. 

The  Family  is  an  extraordinarily  honest  and  candid  look  at  life  in  the  orphanage  as  told  by  those  who 
lived  and  worked  there.  These  are  stories  of  people  who  were  brought  together  as  strangers,  but  who 
became  a  family.  A  family  like  no  other.  As  you  read  this  book,  you  see  friendships  made  that,  to  this  day, 
remain  strong  and  vital.  It  is  a  story  of  how,  in  a  time  of  personal  tragedy  and  weakness,  they  found  strength 
in  each  other. 

The  Family  is  also  the  story  of  group  of  people  known  as  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  who  had  the  vision 
and  compassion  to  provide  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  children  who  became  The  Family. 

This  is  a  book  that  needed  to  be  written  and  I  believe  that  it  is  a  book  that  everyone  who  has  a  love  for 
children  and  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  needs  to  read. 


The  Family 


J.  Andrews  Smtth 


About  the  Author 

J.  Andrews  Smith  grew  up  in  Middlesex,  North  Carolina. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Mount  Olive  Junior  College,  Barton 
College,  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill.  He  served  on  the  Children's  Home  Board  of 
Directors  1990-1997.  He  and  his  wife,  Susan,  now  live 
in  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina. 


Available  at  the  Bible 
Bookstores  in  Ayden, 
Kinston,  and  New  Bern. 


Thank  You! 


Thank  you  to  all  who  have  shown  kindness  to  me  this  past  year  with  your  cards 
and  prayers.  Your  thoughtfulness  is  appreciated  well  beyond  words.  May  God  add 
His  blessings  to  you  during  this  brand  new  year! 


Kay  Jones 

41 16'B  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 


CHURCH  &  MINISTRY  PQSI^   AVAILABLE 


The  Reverend  Jonathan  L.  Best  is  available  for  fill-in  ministry.  The  Rev.  Best  is  a  Mount  Olive 
College  graduate  and  is  currently  finishing  his  M.Div.  at  Campbell  Divinity  School.  He  is  reliable, 
dependable,  and  experienced  with  fill-in  ministry.  He  can  be  contacted  at  (910)  514-321 1  or  at 
<jonathanlbest@hotmail.com>. 

The  Reverend  Carlton  Oakley  is  available  for  supply  preaching  or  interim  pastoral  work.  He  may 
be  contacted  at  1418  Greenacres  Road,  Snow  Hill,  NC  28580,  by  telephone  at  (252)  747-3656, 
or  via  email  at  <cco@quixnet.net>. 


***^*'*«HSI®tic€^       the  201 1 
State  Bible  BowT  Gopipetition 


There  will  be  something  different  about  the  State  Bible  Bowl  Competition  for  201 1 !  It  will  be  held  at  the 
May  Youth  Convention  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

As  planning  for  the  201 1  event  has  progressed,  it  has  been  decided  that  having  the  teams  invited  to  the 
convention  will  allow  more  churches  and  youth  members  to  see  what  the  Bible  Bowl  is  really  all  about. 
Since  this  will  be  a  first,  all  the  logistics  have  not  yet  been  worked  out,  but  the  Bible  Bowl  Committee 
wanted  teams  to  be  preparing  within  each  district  to  make  it  a  fun  and  educational  event.  District  youth 
leaders  should  already  be  spreading  the  word.  This  reminder  goes  out  to  all  churches. 

Please  notify  the  Bible  Bowl  Committee  by  February  1  if  your  church/district  plans  to  have  teams. 
Notification  about  teams  or  any  questions  may  be  sent  to  Rita  Jones,  Bible  Bowl  Committee  Chair,  by 
email  at:  <rojpowhatan@yahoo.com>  or  Wanda  Benson  <wbenson1968@yahoo.com>.  Rita's  telephone 
number  is  (919)  553-7442.  Wanda's  telephone  number  is  (919)  553-2994. 

Thanks  and  we  look  forward  to  the  2011  Bible  Bowl! 
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THE  NEXT  TIME  GOD  ASKS 
YOU  TO  SPEAK,  BE  READY! 


An  essential  guide  for  any  church  volunteer 


PURPOSE-FILLED 
PRESENTATIONS 

How  Any  Christian  Can 
Communicate  More  Effectively 
to  Anybody,  Anytime,  Anywhere 

Chances  are,  if  you're  active  in  your 
church,  at  some  point  you'll  have  to 
talk  to  people. Your  presentation  may 
be  informal — like  greeting  people  at 
the  door — or  formal — like  sharing  your 
testimony  before  a  congregation.  But 
either  way,  it  will  make  an  impact. 

Master  presenter  Tony  Jeary  uses 
his  experience  training  top  CEOs 
around  the  world  to  provide  a  unique, 
practical  handbook  for  any  teacher, 
preacher,  leader,  speaker — any  Christian 
involved  in  ministry. 

Gain  confidence,  enhance  your 
credibility,  and  maximize  your  response 
— prepare  with  purpose. 


'"RPOSE.FILLED 

PRESENTATIONS 


HOW  ANY  CHRISTliw^ 


TO 


I  encourage  you  to  try  the  Jeary  I  heory— practical 
steps  to  make  your  presentation  effective." 
— John  Maxv^^eli,  Founder,  INJOY  Ministries 

"Whether  you're  a  Sunday  school  teacher,  a  small  group 
leader,  or  a  pastor,  this  book  vs^ill  give  you  the  tools  you 
need  to  make  your  presentations  count!" 
— Ken  Blanchard,  coauthon  of  The  One  Minute  Manage/^ 
and  Lead  Like  Jesus 


-  Retail:  $14.99  •  Sale  Price:  $12  ~ 
Contact:  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  (1-800.849.3927) 
Ayden,  Kinston,  or  New  Bern  Bible  Bookstore 


SBndard" 

PUBLISHING 

Bringing  The  Word  to  Life 
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2011  Vacation  Bible  School  Worl(sho|) 
Saturday,  February  19*'*  at  10  a.m. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC 

Representatives  from  Standard,  Group,  and  Gospel  Light  Publishing 

will  present  their  2011  themes! 

Light  refreshments  and  shopping  time  will  be  available. 

All  Power  Packs,  Starter  Kits,  and  Product  will  be  10%  OFF  all  season! 


Display/ Advertising  Rates 


1  / 

b/w- 

1  /  r»  /I 

—1/8  page  vrt./hrz.  " 

•  $20 

b/w- 

—1/4  page  vrt./hrz.  • 

»  $30 

b/w- 

—1/2  page  vrt./hrz.  " 

►  $40 

b/w- 

—3/4  page  vrt./hrz.  • 

'  $50 

b/w — Full  page  « 

•  $60 

b/w — back  cover  • 

•  $120 

color — back  cover  • 

►  $150 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  •  $8 

(maximum  of  4  lines) 

Personal  Information  Changes  •  No  Charge 

(notice  of  phone,  mailing  address,  and  e-mail  address  changes) 

These  rates  are  for  first-time  runs.  Additional  consecutive 
runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of  space. 
We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  necessary.  You  will 
be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


These  advertising  rates  are  for,  and  advertising  is  permitted  by, 
OFWB  churches  and  auxiliary  organizations.  These  charges 
apply  to  any  announcements,  coming  event  listings,  invitations, 
and  registration  forms.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the 
editor  by  e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(800)  849-3927  ext.  227.  There  is  no  charge  for  feature 
article  submissions  from  OFWB  churches/members  or 
news  releases  of  recent  OFWB  church  happenings. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5'''  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  lanuary  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5'''  day  of  December.)  When  the  5""  falls  on 
a  weekend,  material  is  due  on  the  Friday  before.  You 
may  submit  items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor(n'fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 

*Phone-in  or  handwritten  information  is  acceptable. 

However,  we  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  errors! 
*Pictures  are  not  returned  unless  there  is  an  appropriate 

self-addressed  stamped  envelope  included! 

Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  run  for 
2  months  only. 


TiFlWlB 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU  HAVE: 

a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate  copies, 
missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  problems,  or 
you  want  to  renew  or  cancel  a  subscription.  You  may 
contact  us  by  e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or 
by  phone  at  (252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


Request  from  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 


In  the  past,  efforts  have  been  made  to  collect  obituaries  of  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  for  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection.  Because  of  the  interest  in  genealogical  research,  the  Collection  has 
enlarged  its  emphasis  by  adding  obituaries  of  Free  Will  Baptist  laypersons. 

"By  far  the  largest  volumes  of  inquiries  we  receive  (and  we  receive  many)  deal  directly  with  genealogy," 
says  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator  of  the  Collection.  "We  try  to  scan  newspapers  and  other  news  media  for 
death  notices,  but  certainly  we  do  not  always  see  the  notices  of  such  of  all  Free  Will  Baptists.  It  would  be 
helpful  If  family  members  and  friends  of  deceased  Free  Will  Baptists  would  clip  the  obituaries  and  send 
to  us  or  send  them  by  email.  This  would  enrich  our  preservation  of  FWB  denominational  history." 

Barefoot  suggests  that  perhaps  each  church  could  have  someone  designated  to  perform  this  work 
but  anyone  wishing  to  help  could  certainly  do  so  whether  designated  or  not.  Anyone  wishing  to  help 
In  this  Important  matter  may  mail  notices  to:  FWB  Historical  Collection,  Moye  Library,  Mount  Olive 
College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  or  email  them  directly  to  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator, 
at  <gbarefoot@moc.edu>. 

If  additional  information  is  needed,  contact  Gary  Barefoot  at  (919)  658-7827 

or  at  the  email  address  above. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  FOUNDATION 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

A  Foundation  for  the  Future  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


Tlie  Marguerite  Moye 
and  Jefferson  D.  Wilson,  Jr. 
Family  Endowment 

Moye  Library,  Mount  Olive  College 
for  the  Support  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 


Jefferson  D.  Wilson,  Jr. 
(1920-2008) 

Marguerite  Moye  Wilson 


For  more  information  on  the  Marguerite  Moye  and  Jefferson  D.  Wilson,  Jr.  Family  Endowment 
and  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries,  please  see  pages  26-27. 


Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us, 

Leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
And  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way 
For  those  who  come  after  us. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BA 


APRIL  ^ait 


"I  WILL  SAY  OF  THE  LORD, 

HE  IS  MY  REFUGE  AND 

MY  FORTRESS,  MY  GOD, 

IN  WHOM  I  TRUST."       ^     ^,  ^.  ^ 
PSALM  91:2  ^^--www.NationalDayofPrayer.org 


MTKML 
DMOF 
PRAYER  ^ 


THE  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 

MONTHLY  PLANNER 


Home  Missions  Month 


This  Is  a  calendar  of  major  denominational  events.  Also  included  are  some  regular  holidays  and  special  days/seasons  of  the  Christian  year. 


SUNDAY 

MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

/ 

2 

Albermarle  Auxiliary 

9:30  A.M.  Pinetown 

Cape  Fear  Auxiliary 

9  A.M.  @  Benson 

Pee  Dee  Auxiliary 

10  A.M.  @  Whiteville 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Western  Auxiliary 

9  A.M.  @  Coldsboro 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Income  Taxes 
Due 

16 

17 

Palm  Sunday 

18 

19 

Passover 

20 

21 

22 

Good  Friday 

23 

24 

Easter 

25 

Easter 
Monday 

26 

27 

Administrative 
Professionals' 
Day 

28 

29 

30 

1    Morning  Star  Retreat:  April  29-May  1  | 

Coming  Soon: 

Dayspring  Retreat;  June  8-1 1 
i  Cornerstone:  July  31 -August  5 
»  Emmanuel:  September  9-1 1 

■  Central  District  Auxiliary  Convention  (Fall):  Saturday,  September  24 


TIFIWIB 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


■ZDINITEINITS 

April  2011  •Volume  129  •  Number  4 


Editor 
Darren  E.  Davenport 

editowfvvbpress.com 

Production  Mm in^^er 

Jerry  Goff 
ierryt''fwbpress.coiTi 

Circulation,  Accounts  Receivable 
Stella  Avery 
stella(a'fwbpress.com 

Accounts  Payable 
Wallie  Hargrove 

Editorial  Assistants 
Dixie  McLawhorn,  Carlton  Oakley 

Graphic  Desi^^ners 
Jerry  Goff,  Nathaniel  Ingrain, 
Brice  Kohnen,  Dixie  McLawhorn 
Production  Team 
Ronnie  Jones,  Ted  Johnston, 
Joshua  Roundtree,  Johnnie  Stancill 
Editor  Emeritus 
C.  H.  Overman 


www.fwbpress.com 

President 
R.  Clifford  Gray  Jr. 

cliffl&'fwbpress.com 

Board  of  Directors 

Frank  Flowers  (Chairman),  Central 
C.  H.  Overman  (Vice  Chairman),  Central 
Royce  Reynolds  (Secretary),  Albemarle 
Joe  Ballance,  Cape  Fear 
John  W.  Taylor,  Eastern 

Mike  Scott,  Eastern 
Nancy  Hardee,  Pee  Dee 

Mark  Hobbs,  Central 
Lovdene  Proctor,  Western 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and 
we  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news 
that  is  inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or 
policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony 
and  cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  and  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists.  The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The 
Free  Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is 
given  the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title 
or  to  the  person  submitting  said  article. 


Subscription  Prices:  All  subscriptions  are  payable  in 
advance:  1  year  (12  issues)  $15 

2  years  (24  issues)  $27 

4  years  (48  issues)  $53. 

A  Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each)  and  an  Every-Family 

Plan  ($11.75  each)  is  also  available.  Call  or  e-mail 
circulation  or  the  editor  for  more  details. 


 n 

Fr/^r"T\  iffy 

FEATURES  &  COLUIVIN5 

Reflections  with  C.H.  Overman 
Should  Ministers  Be  Educated? 


APR  1 1  2011 

DIVINITY  SCHOOL  LIBRARY 
DUKE  UNIVERSITY 


Beginnings  of  General  Baptists  in  North  Carolina 
Do  You  Read  Your  Bible?  (Part  2  of  2) 
Pondering  the  Past  with  Celia  Hales 
A  Sling  and  a  Stone  with  Wyatt  Harvey 


□ENDiVIINATIDNAL  MINISTRIES 


I  8  Home  Missions 

jl2  Mount  Olive  College 

1 17  Sunday  School 

r —      .     .  . 

1 18  Foreign  Missions 


[2?  Children's  Home 

I22  Cragmont 

[24   Convention  News 


ANCILLARY  MINISTRIES 


NC  Foundation  Christian  Ministries 


Woman's  Auxiliary 
Camp  Vandemere 


COMMUNITY  CONNECTION 


©  2011  Tlie  Free  Will  Baptist  •  All  Rights  Reserved. 

Tlic  Free  Will  Baptist  is  edited  and  published  monthly  by  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  3928  Lee  Street, 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class  postage 
paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina  (USPS  2094-4000). 


□N  THE  COVER: 

The  National  Day  of  Prayer  will  be  observed  at  The  Harvest  Connection 
Disaster  Relief  Ministry,  2600  W.  Vernon  Ave.,  Kinston,  NC  on  May  5 
at  10:30  a.m. 


REFLECTIONS 

with  C.  H.  Overman 

TECHNOLOGY  IN  THE  PULPIT 


We  should  have  known  it  would  happen  sooner  or  later — 
technology  is  making  its  way  into  the  pulpit.  Recently  a  retired 
minister  friend  told  me  he  observed  a  minister  using  some  kind  of 
small  technological  instrument  in  presenting  his  sermons.  Frankly, 
at  this  point  in  our  technological  world,  I'm  not  savvy  enough  to 
know  what  he  was  using.  Evidently,  after  preparing  his  sermons, 
he  downloads  them  on  the  hand-held  phone-like  instrument.  This 
would  allow  him  to  freely  move  around  in  the  pulpit  area  with  his 
sermon  in  his  hand  instead  of  the  Bible  and  sermon  notes. 

We  hear  so  much  about  "change"  nowadays.  We  are  indeed  living 
in  a  world  of  change,  so  much  that  things  seem  to  be  crumbling 
apart  everv  wav  we  look.  Maybe  it's  okay  to  lay  the  Bible  aside  and 
use  modern  technology  as  this  pastor  is  doing.  But  I  wonder!  Just 
suppose  that  eventually  all  ministers  turn  to  such  means.  What 
happiens  to  the  pirinted  Word?  Is  it  the  same  if  the  Bible  becomes  less 
and  less  visible  in  lieu  of  what  some  consider  to  be  more  convenient 
and  progressive? 

Tlie  fact  is  there  are  manv  methods  of  delivering  a  sermon.  It 
can  be  in  outline  form,  it  can  be  written  out  in  manuscript  form 
and  read  verbatim  or  memorized  with  verv  little  reading,  it  can  be 
presented  with  no  visible  notes  at  all.  In  the  latter  case  a  minister 
would  have  to  be  very  capable  of  remembering  and  staying  on 
course.  Personally,  I've  always  preferred  the  outline  form.  One  of 


the  best  sermons  I've  ever  heard  was  from  a  fiiU  manuscript.  The 
minister,  being  very  familiar  with  his  sermon,  preached  in  such  a 
way  that  you  would  not  know  he  was  actually  reading  it. 

Jesus  was  a  teacher  and  a  preacher.  He  was  referred  to  more  often 
as  "rabbi,"  meaning  teacher,  rather  than  preacher.  The  messages  He 
delivered,  and  the  lessons  He  taught,  was  a  very  part  of  His  being — 
He  knew  all  things.  When  the  disciples  failed  to  understand  His 
parables.  He  explained  their  meanings.  The  modern  technology  in 
His  day  was  simply  to  write  in  the  sand;  yet,  those  about  Him  got 
the  message,  whether  they  accepted  it  or  not. 

The  apostle  Paul  began  his  sermon  on  Mars'  Hill  in  Athens,  by 
pointing  to  the  altar  that  had  been  erected  to  an  unknown  god. 
He  got  their  attention  and  declared  that  the  god  they  ignorantly 
worshipped  is  the  God  who  made  all  things,  that  He  is  the  Lord 
of  Heaven  and  Earth.  He  spoke  of  a  day  of  judgment  and  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  As  a  result  of  Paul's  message,". .  .certain 
men  clave  unto  him,  and  believed. .  .and  a  woman  named  Damaris, 
and  others  with  them"  (Acts  17:34). 

In  whatever  technology  we  adapt  to,  may  it  always  glorify,  dignify, 
and  magnify  Him,  resulting  in  the  salvation  of  the  lost.  Personally, 
I  hope  the  printed  Word  will  always  be  visible,  reminding  everyone 
of  its  power  and  influence  as  its  truths  are  proclaimed. 


Should  Ministers  Be  Educated? 

By  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President,  NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 


A  Memorable  Letter 

During  my  first  semester  in  college,  I  received  a  letter  I  have 
never  forgotten.  Although  that  was  more  than  60  years  ago,  I 
still  vividly  remember  reading  the  letter  immediately  after  taking 
it  out  of  my  student  mailbox.  The  letter  was  from  my  paternal 
grandmother,  and  it  contained  two  sentences  that  are  still 
engraved  on  my  mind:  "I  am  glad  you  plan  to  become  a  preacher, 
but  if  God  has  called  you  to  preach,  you  do  not  need  man  to  teach 
you  how." 

And  she  added  another  thing  that  concerned  her:  "You  are  in 
the  wrong  church." 

Now,  my  grandmother  was  a  staunch  Primitive  Baptist,  and 
her  church  did  not  believe  in  education  for  the  ministry.  I  am  told 
by  those  who  knew  her  that  she  was  a  leading  voice  in  her  church 
choir;  but  her  church  did  not  accept  the  use  of  a  piano,  nor  did 
it  even  approve  of  its  members  having  a  piano  in  their  homes. 
Pianos  were  not  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 

The  local  church  in  which  she  held  membership  was  an 
attractive  brick  structure  on  a  major  highway  in  eastern  North 
Carolina — but  with  no  Sunday  School  rooms,  because  her 
denomination  did  not  find  "Sunday  School"  in  the  Bible.  For  the 
same  reason,  her  church  did  not  believe  in  paying  their  pastors. 

With  no  question  in  my  mind,  I  believe  my  grandmother  was 
a  devout  Christian.  She  had  an  unswerving  commitment  to 
what  she  believed,  and  I  am  sure  she  intended  her  letter  to  me 
to  be.  spiritual  counsel.  I  respected  her;  and  although  I  could  not 
agree  with  her,  I  never  let  the  difference  in  our  beliefs  break  our 
relationship. 

It  saddened  me  recently  when  I  passed  her  beloved  church  and 
saw  its  deteriorating  condition — unkept  grounds,  peeled  paint  on 
the  exterior  of  doors  and  windows — forsaken  looking,  like  last 
year's  bird  nest.  I  am  told  that  the  membership  dwindled  to  a 
handful  of  aged  members — too  infirm  to  keep  up  what  had  once 
been  a  beautiful  sanctuary,  or  even  physically  unable  to  attend 
services. 

A  Lesson  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

I  do  not  believe  that  what  I  have  described  is  what  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  want  to  see  happen  to  our  church.  But 
I  say  it  tenderly  and  painfully,  it  can  happen  if  we  insist  upon 
interpreting  the  Bible  as  a  legalist  code  rather  than  the  living 
Word  of  God.  The  Gospel  of  John  speaks  clearly  to  this  point 
in  revealing  the  Advent  of  Jesus  Christ:  "He  came  unto  his  own, 
and  his  own  received  him  not"  (John  1:11).  Why  did  His  own 
people  not  receive  Jesus?  They  explained  their  reason  to  Pilate 
in  these  words:  "We  have  a  law,  and  by  our  law  he  ought  to  die" 
(John  19:7).  "Crucify  him,  crucify  him,"  they  cried  (John  19:6). 


A  Ministry  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

The  real  issue  before  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  today  is  not 
whether  or  not  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  the  inspired  Word  of 
God.  That  fact  is  clearly  affirmed  in  our  Articles  of  Faith: 

"We  believe  these  are  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  that  they 
were  written  by  holy  men,  inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  are 
God's  revealed  word  to  man,"  (Article  8.  "Doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.") 

What  our  churches  need  is  a  Christian  interpretation  of  the 
Scriptures — an  interpretation  through  the  mind  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  apostle  Paul  expressed  this  truth  in  a  letter  to  a  church  he 
founded:  "Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus" 
(Philippians  2:5).  The  Christian  faith  is  rooted  and  grounded  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Gospel  of  John  makes  this  truth  explicit: 

"In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God, 
and  the  Word  was  God... In  him  was  life;  and  the  life  was  the 
light  of  men...  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  amount 
us,  (and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten 
of  the  Father,)  full  of  grace  and  truth...  And  of  his  fulness  have 
all  we  received,  and  grace  for  grace... For  the  law  was  given  by 
Moses,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ"  (John  1:1,  4, 
14,  16,  17). 

The  Bible  finds  its  fulfillment  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  it  is 
only  through  Him — His  life,  teaching,  ministry,  death,  and 
resurrection — that  we  can  rightly  interpret  the  Scriptures.  And  it 
is  primarily  for  this  reason  that  ministers  need  an  education. 

Jesus  spent  the  last  three  years  of  His  life  on  Earth  teaching 
His  disciples,  and  in  biblical  thought  a  disciple  is  a  student,  a 
committed  follower.  It  was  only  after  Jesus  taught  His  disciples 
that  He  sent  them  out  as  apostles  (sent  ones)  to  "teach  all  nations" 
(Matthew  28:19). 

A  major  impediment  to  the  Gospel  was  first  and  foremost  the 
legalistic  view  of  the  early  Jewish  converts,  who  insisted  that 
to  become  a  Christian  one  had  to  accept  the  law  of  Moses — 
especially  circumcision  and  dietary  restrictions.  If  this  view 
had  prevailed,  Christianity  might  have  become  a  narrow  sect  in 
Judaism 

It  would  fall  to  Paul  to  become  the  primarv  apostle  of  Jesus 
to  the  "nations"  (the  Gentiles)  as  well  as  the  children  of  Israel. 
The  Judaizers  tried  to  discredit  Him  everywhere  He  went,  but 
it  was  Paul  who  would  define  the  Gospel  as  "the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth"  (Romans  1:16).  The 
theme  of  his  preaching  and  letters  was:  "For  by  grace  are  ye  saved 
through  faith;  and  that  not  of  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift  of  God" 
(Ephesians  2:8). 

article  continued  on  page  7 


Beginnings  of  General  Baptists 
in  North  Carolina 

Hie  Laker  and  Palmer  Contributions 


Benjamin  Laker  (ca.  1640-April  21, 170 1 


One  ot  the  early  settlers  in  the  ^-ybemarle  region  of  North 
Carolina  was  Benjamin  Laker,  a  Baptist  leader  who  was  in  1664 
a  resident  ot  Betchworth  Parish  in  Surrey  Count\',  England.  The 
parish  is  remarkable  tor  the  number  of  surnames  that  later  played 
important  roles  in  eighteenth  and  nineteenth-century  General 
(or  Free  Will)  Baptist  history  in  North  Carolina:  ^Arthur,  Ayres, 
Brookes,  Burgess,  French,  Hart,  Hearne,  Heath,  Palmer,  Puretoy, 
Roach,  and  Wingtield.  Laker  probably  came  under  the  influence 
of  Matthew  Catlin,  a  General  Baptist  preacher  in  Horsham,  who 
gathered  and  settled  General  Baptist  congregations  in  Surre\' 
and  Sussex  counties  during  the  1650s  and  who  was  one  ot  the 
presenters  and  signers  ot  the  Confession  of  1660  presented  to 
King  Charles  II  in  the  same  year.  The  Confession  set  forth  the 
religious  tenets  and  peaceableness  ot  the  General  Baptists.  The 
Confession  was  reaffirmed  in  1663,  and  shortly  thereafter  Laker 
added  his  name  to  the  signatories.  As  General  Baptists  were 
considered  dissenters  in  England,  Laker  and  others  probably 
felt  pressure  of  the  Conyenticle  Act  (mainspring  tor  systematic 
repression  ot  rehgious  dissent  from  1664-66). 

Laker  apparently  embraced  the  General  Baptist  yiews  alter 
the  birth  of  his  second  child,  Benjamin,  who  was  christened  in 
June  1665,  because  he  withheld  trom  infant  baptism  each  ot  the 
SLx  remaining  children  born  to  his  tirst  wife,  Elizabeth.  Troubled 
by  the  repression  of  religious  beliefs  counter  to  the  Church 
of  England,  and  the  fact  that  in  1682  the  Lords  Proprietors  ot 
Carolina  published  a  number  of  promotional  pamphlets  in  order 
to  giye  widespread  pubUshed  assurances  ot  religious  libert}^  in 
Carohna,  Laker  and  his  family  left  England  in  June  of  1684. 
Upon  his  arriyal  in  the  ^Albemarle  region  of  North  Carolina, 
he  purchased  400  acres  ot  land  in  Perquimans  Precinct  and 
commenced  the  lite  of  a  planter.  Within  a  few  years  Laker's  wife 


and  tour  ot  his  children  had  died  and  he  married  his  second  wife 
in  1685/6,  widow  Jane  Dey.  An  older  suryiying  daughter,  Sarah, 
had  married  Thomas  Harvey  in  1688.  Har\'ev  was  a  member  of 
the  goyernor's  Council  and  later  appointed  as  depute'  governor  for 
1694-1699.  Meanwhile  Laker's  reputation  as  a  gentleman  farmer 
who  had  added  to  his  land  holdings  and  risen  in  economic  status 
was  made  a  commissioner  of  peace  for  Perquimans  Precinct  and 
in  1690  Governor  LudweU  gave  him  a  deputation  to  represent 
one  ot  the  Lords  Proprietors  which  raised  him  to  the  governors 
Council  and  to  the  benches  of  the  highest  courts  in  the  colony. 
After  the  death  of  his  second  wife  in  1695,  he  married  his  third 
wife,  Juliana  (Hudson)  Ta\'lor,  the  mother  ot  the  twice  widowed 
Joanna  Taylor  Jeffreys  Peterson,  who  later  became  the  wife  ot  Paul 
Palmer. 

Evidence  for  Laker's  role  as  a  General  Baptist  leader  in  the 
colony  is  circumstantial,  but  his  deep  interest  in  that  heritage 
is  apparent  at  his  death  in  1701  in  that  through  his  will  he 
bequeathed  to  his  daughter  Sarah  Harvey  his  copy  of  Thomas 
Grantham's  monumental  treatise  on  General  Baptist  doctrine 
and  polity  published  in  1678  under  the  title  Christianismus 
Primitivus.  Thomas  Grantham  was  the  best  known  theologian 
and  spokesman  among  English  General  Baptists  in  the  generation 
following  the  restoration  of  King  Charles  II.  Most  likely  Laker's 
copy  of  Grantham's  work  had  been  in  his  possession  since  before 
he  left  England  and  that  he  considered  it  a  valuable  treasure  to  be 
passed  on  to  future  generations. 

Upon  Laker's  death  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  General  Baptists 
in  London  tor  a  minister  or  books.  Apparently  trom  the  letter  we 
see  that  a  group  ot  believers  were  gathered  who  felt  the  need  of  a 
spiritual  leader  or  printed  materials  to  guide  them  in  the  ordering 
of  their  lives  in  the  sparsely  populated  region.  In  his  book,  A 
History  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  Dr.  Michael  Pelt  poses  the 
question,  "could  it  have  been  the  loss  ot  Benjamin  Laker  as  a 
stable  leader  among  them  which  prompted  them  to  appeal  to  their 
friends  in  England?"  In  June,  1702,  the  London  body  raised  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  purchase  ot  books  to  be  sent  to  "our  Brethren  of 
the  Baptist  perswation  and  of  the  Generall  Faith  who  have  their 
aboad  in  Caralina".  They  indicated  in  the  letter  that  they  were 
not  able  to  supply  a  minister.  No  doubt  the  absence  of  a  Baptist 
minister  in  the  Albemarle  region  or  in  neighboring  Virginia  at  the 
time  and  in  a  few  years  following  had  an  impact  on  those  believers 
who  embraced  the  Baptist  tenets,  but  we  know  that  those  tenets 
were  kept  alive  and  maybe  because  of  leaders  such  as  Laker  and 
his  extended  family,  one  of  whom  later  married  Paul  Palmer. 


Paul  Palmer  (b.? -d.  1742?) 


According  to  George  Stevenson,  whose  research  on  Paul 
Pahner  was  something  of  a  hfe-long  pursuit  on  Stevenson's  part, 
the  known  facts  are  that  from  1719  until  1722  Paul  Palmer  was  a 
Quaker  in  North  Carolina.  However,  during  this  period  he  was  in 
the  circle  of  influence  of  the  Benjamin  Laker  family  into  which 
he  had  married.  (He  married  the  step-daughter  of  Laker,  Joanna 
Peterson.)  In  1722,  Palmer  withdrew  from  the  Quakers  and  in 
1727  he  "settled"  a  Baptist  (General)  church  in  the  Chowan 
Precinct.  This  congregation  was  in  correspondence  with  John 
Comer,  a  Baptist  minister  of  Rhode  Island,  by  1729.  According  to 
the  entry  in  Comer's  Diary,  he  received  a  "letter  from  ye  Baptist 
church  in  North  Carolina,  settled  about  two  years  (in  ye  year 
1727)  since,  by  Mr.  Paul  Palmer"  which  was  signed  by  twelve  men 
known  to  have  lived  in  the  Chowan  area.  The  church  consisted  of 
32  members. 

Other  evidence  established  by  Stevenson,  Paschal,  and  others 
has  Palmer  involved  in  the  organization  of  the  General  Baptist 
church  in  Pasquotank  Precinct  in  1729,  now  known  as  the  Shiloh 
Church,  the  oldest  existing  Baptist  church  in  North  CaroUna. There 
is  evidence  as  well  that  by  1729  Palmer  was  familiar  with  General 
Baptists  in  Virginia,  having  met  with  them  in  a  yearly  meeting. 
He  also  visited  the  northeastern  colonies  ot  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  and  New  Jersey.  During  the  1730s  and  1740s  Palmer 
labored  in  what  is  now  Hyde,  Pamlico,  and  Craven  counties.  His 
exact  death  date  is  not  known,  but  that  Joanna  Palmer  (his  wife) 
paid  parish  taxes  and  was  listed  as  head  of  household  beginning 
with  1743,  suggests  his  death  after  his  work  in  the  Neuse  River 
area  in  the  early  1740s. 

The  church  in  Chowan  Precinct  was  the  first  Baptist  church 
in  North  Carolina  and  was  one  of  several  General  Baptist 


churches  established  or  "settled"  by  Palmer  and  his  colleagues  in 
ministry  between  1727  and  1760.  Most  of  these  churches  were 
eventually  persuaded  to  disband  and  the  "elect"  among  them  were 
reorganized  as  Particular  (Calvinist)  Baptist  churches  because  of 
the  influence  of  leaders  of  the  Philadelphia  Baptist  Association 
who  visited  some  of  these  churches  in  1755.  These  reorganized 
churches  formed  the  Kehukee  Association  in  1769.  However,  a 
small  group  of  these  churches,  based  on  Arminian  theology  and 
adhering  to  the  English  General  Baptist  Confession  of  1660 
which  had  been  presented  to  King  Charles  II  in  the  year  of  his 
coronation,  survived.  Members  of  these  churches  were  referred  to 
as  "free  willers"  by  the  Particular  Baptists.  In  1828,  the  churches 
adopted  the  name  Free  Will  Baptist.  Those  churches  are  found 
throughout  North  Carolina  and  in  other  states  across  the  nation. 
Denominational  historians  recognize  that  the  church  "settled"  by 
Paul  Palmer  in  1727  marked  the  beginning  of  organized  work 
among  Free  Will  Baptists  in  North  Carolina  and  the  nation. 

In  the  history  of  Free  Will  Baptists,  Palmer  holds  a  unique 
position.  He  was  described  by  Comer  as  a  "man  of  parts  and 
worthy."  G.  W.  Paschal  saw  him  as  a  "man  of  large  conceptions,  of 
proper  self-respect,  and  calm  assurance  of  his  own  powers,"  but  as 
one  that  "had  not  thought  of  himself  more  highly  than  he  should 
have  thought."  Palmer  gave  dignity  to  the  Baptist  movement 
and  was  leading  such  a  great  missionary  campaign  that  North 
Carolina  Governor  Everaid  "confessed  that  he  was  powerless  to 
prevent  or  withstand  the  grept  tide  of  religious  enthusiasm  which 
under  Palmer  was  sweeping  over  the  Province..."  His  doctrinal 
preaching  of  "free  will"  and  salvation  by  faith  has  characterized 
Free  Will  Baptists  for  over  two  hundred  and  eighty  years. 


Article  contributed  by  Gary  Fenton  Barefoot,  Curator  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection,  Mount  Olive  College. 
NOTE.'  Some  of  the  material  in  this  article  came  from  writings  and  notes  of  George  Stevenson  and  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt  as 
well  as  G.  W.  Paschal  and  John  Comer. 


An  Easter  Cantata  and  Drama  presented  by 
Marlboro  and  Friendship  OFWB  Churches 

Friday,  April  22  @  7:30  P.M. 


Friendship  OFWB  Church 
Family  Life  Center 

2585  Friendship  Church  Rd. 
Farmville,  NC 
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Do  You 

Dead  Your  Bible? 


(Part  2  of  2) 


By  Waitus  Howard  Starling,  Qihsonville,  NC 


Jesus'  command  to  search  the  Scripture  tells  us  that  we  must 
examine,  seek,  inquire,  and  investigate,  every  word  in  the  Word 
of  God.  As  we  discovered  last  month,  this  means  that  we  must 
go  far  beyond  our  cursory  readings  and  quick  scans.  Otherwise, 
we  will  never  understand  God's  will  for  ourselves  and  humanity. 
Furthermore,  this  is  a  vital  requirement  for  every  Christian 
because  we  are  members  of  God's  royal  priesthood  (see  1  Peter 
2:9).  As  such,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  (every  believer)  to  read, 
study,  to  get  understanding,  and  give  it  to  others. 

The  biblical  method  for  searching  Scripture,  previously  supplied, 
consists  of  seven  statements.  They  are  taken  from  instructions  for 
study,  given  in  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments: 

1.  Define  the  subject  word  of  the  text. 

2.  Define  each  of  the  words  making  up  the  phrase  in  which  the 
subject  word  is  contained. 

3.  Seek  spiritual  understanding  ot  the  message  of  the  whole 
verse. 

4.  Study  the  verse  in  relation  to  the  context  of  the  passage, 
chapter,  etc. 

5.  Search  out  every  previous  (or  other)  use  ot  the  word  or  phrase 
given  in  the  Bible.  Compare  these  with  the  subject  text. 

6.  Determine  whether  a  word  or  phrase  is  literal  or  a  figure  of 
speech. 

7.  Ask  yourself  "Is  this  written  to  me  or  is  it  for  my  learning?" 

(Read  "Do  You  Read  the  Bible!— Part  One" 
for  a  more  detailed  statement  of  each  of  the  above.) 

One  must  maintain  a  constant  attitude  of  prayer  and  yieldedness 
to  the  Holy  Spirit  as  you  use  this  formula. 

Fulfilling  the  requirement  of  our  Lord's  commandment  (see 
John  5:39)  is  an  enormous  task  and  can  be  very  costly.  In  the 
course  of  his  ministerial  lifetime,  the  average  pastor  will  make  a 
large  investment  in  books  and  education,  but  for  most  non-clerics 
the  cost  may  be  prohibitive.  What  can  one  do  to  remedy  the 
situation  and  he  obedient  to  the  biblical  requirement? 

There  are  many  reasonably  inexpensive  tools  that  are  available 
to  help  us  on  our  quest.  The  most  essential  of  these  is  a  fairly 
accurate  translation  of  Holy  Scripture.  Others  include  the 
Unabridged  American  Heritage  Dictionary,  Roget's  Thesaurus, 
Strongs  Exhaustive  Concordance,  and  a  comprehensive  Bible 
Dictionary.  These  are  a  must  for  the  serious  student  of  the  Word, 
but  there  are  others. 


Acquiring  these  and  other  helps  can  be  cost  prohibitive,  but 
there  is  an  answer:  <www.e'Sword.net>.  This  website  offers  every 
tool  you  need  to  faithfully  and  accurately  study  Holy  Scripture. 
Included  is  a  free  software  program  that  houses  a  vast  library  of 
Bibles,  language  helps,  commentaries,  dictionaries,  and  many 
other  tools.  The  program  is  more  powerful  than  any  other  software 
product  1  have  used  over  the  years.  To  purchase  a  similar  package 
would  cost  hundreds  of  dollars — but  e-Sword  is  absolutely  free. 

This  software  application  has  approximately  30  translations  of 
the  Bible,  including  the  1611  KJV,  KJV  with  Strong's  References, 
Textus  Receptus,  Youngs  Literal  Translation,  Hebrew  OT,  Greek 
OT  (Septuagint),  and  La  Biblia  de  las  Americas. 

There  are  17  Commentaries  and  13  Bible  Dictionaries.  Besides 
all  this,  you  can  download  The  Early  Church  Fathers  (Anti-Nicene) 
(all  volumes).  Shafts  History  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  works 
from  authors  such  as  Alfred  Edersheim,  Josephus,  Calvin,  Fox, 
A.  B.  Bruce  and  others.  Everyone  of  these  is  free,  but  if  you  want 
other  helps  you  can  buy  them  at  a  nominal  cost. 
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The  founder  of  e-sword,  Mr.  Rick  Myers,  is  a  devoted  Christian  that 
takes  seriously  the  need  for  every  behever  to  have  an  understanding 
of  the  Word  of  God.  Thousands  of  people  around  the  world  have 
benefited  from  this  ministry. 

He  describes  his  purpose  in  this  statement: 

"Without  payment  you  have  received;  without  payment 
you  are  to  give"  (Matthew  10:8  isv).  Jesus  told  us  that  since 
we've  been  blessed  we  should  bless  others.  For  years  I  have 
been  on  the  receiving  end  of  His  glorious  riches,  and  I  am 
happy  to  provide  this  blessing  to  others  in  the  form  of  free 
Bible  study  software. 

As  a  Bible  student  and  teacher  I  have  experienced  the 
necessary  work  involved  in  searching  the  Scriptures  for 
the  competent  preparation  of  a  Bible  study,  Sunday  school 
lesson,  or  a  sermon.  There  are  volumes  of  books  available 
as  study  tools  (and  the  Christian  community  is  indebted 
to  the  various  authors'  perseverance  and  scholarship),  but 
there  is  not  enough  time,  money,  or  shelf  space  to  properly 
take  advantage  of  these  resources.  Computer  software  has 
changed  the  way  we  can  study  the  Word  of  God.  With 
a  simple  search  or  click  of  the  mouse  button,  we  now 
have  access  to  these  same  volumes  of  scholarship  within 
seconds! 

E'Sword  is  a  fast  and  effective  way  to  study  the  Bible. 
e-Sword  is  feature-rich  and  user-friendly  with  more 
capabilities  than  you  would  expect  in  a  free  software 
package.  The  fact  that  e-Sword  is  free  is  just  one  of  the 
blessings  and  does  not  speak  of  the  quality  of  the  software. 
I  make  my  living  writing  software  and  I  believe  I  have 
put  forth  my  best  effort  in  this  endeavor.  The  real  work, 
however,  was  put  in  by  the  godly  men  and  women  who 
devoted  countless  years  creating  the  texts  that  have  been 
made  available  for  our  benefit. 

This  ministry  you  render  is  not  only  fully  supplying  the 
needs  of  the  saints,  but  it  is  also  overflowing  with  more 
and  more  prayers  of  thanksgiving  to  God.  On  account  of 
the  proof  that  this  service  of  yours  brings,  you  will  glorify 
God  because  of  your  obedience  to  your  confession  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ  and  because  of  your  generosity  in  sharing 
with  them  and  everyone  else.  And  so  in  their  prayers  for 
you  they  will  long  for  you  because  of  God's  exceptional 
grace  that  was  shown  to  you.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  his 
indescribable  gift!"  (2  Corinthians  9:12-15  isv). 

Over  the  years,  scores  of  people  with  whom  I  have  discussed  the 
subject  of  Bible  study,  have  expressed  a  desire  to  "really  dig  in"  and 
search  the  Scripture.  Their  reasons  for  not  doing  so  vary.  Common 
complaints  are,  "I  don't  have  the  time,"  or  "I  don't  have  the  means 
or  the  resources."  The  Word  commands  us  to  "redeem  the  time;" 
that  is,  "make  wise  and  sacred  use  ot  every  opportunity."  When  we 
do  this  we  can  always  find  time  for  study.  e-Sword  has  given  us  the 
opportunity  to  eliminate  the  other  obstacle;  the  costs  involved. 

The  questions,  "Do  you  read  your  Bible"  and  "Do  you  study  your 
Bible"  are  relevant.  The  proper  answer  is,  "Yes!"  If  your  answer  has 
been  different,  I  pray  that  you  will  be  able  to  make  use  of  all  the  new 
sources  available,  and  that,  thereby,  you  will  grow  in  the  grace  and 
the  knowledge  of  our  Lord. 


Ministers  {continued  from  page  3) 

More  than  1,400  years  after  Paul's  death,  it  was  a  return 
to  the  centerpiece  of  his  message — "The  just  shall  live  by 
faith" — that  led  Martin  Luther  to  ignite  the  Protestant 
Reformation.  And  it  was  out  of  the  Reformation,  that  the 
General  Baptists  of  England,  from  whom  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  descended,  defined  their  faith,  citing  many 
references  to  the  letters  of  Paul. 

Paul  had  been  born  and  reared  in  the  legalism  of  first 
century  Judaism,  but  following  his  conversion  on  the 
road  to  Damascus — where  he  was  headed  to  persecute 
the  Christians — the  scales  fell  from  both  his  physical  and 
spiritual  eyes.  The  Lord  revealed  to  him  the  true  message 
of  the  Gospel — that  what  the  legalism  of  the  Jewish  law 
could  not  do,  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  could. 

In  his  correspondence  with  the  church  at  Corinth, 
where  he  spent  some  of  the  most  important  time  in  his 
ministry,  Paul  wrote:  "...our  sufficiency  is  of  God;  Who 
also  hath  made  us  able  ministers  of  the  new  testament;  not 
of  the  letter,  but  of  the  spirit:  for  the  letter  killeth,  but  the 
spirit  giveth  life"  (2  Corinthians  3:5b,  6). 

Paul  was  one  of  the  best  educated  men  of  his  day,  and 
after  his  eyes  were  opened  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  proclaiming  the  truth  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 


Pianist  Needed 


St.  Mary's  Church,  New  Bern,  NC  is  currently 
in  need  of  a  pianist.  This  individual  would  work 
with  the  pastor,  music  director,  organist,  and 
choir  to  assist  with  Sunday  Morning  Services, 
Wednesday  Night  Practice,  special  services, 
etc. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Jon 
Brinson  at  <jonbrinson@embarqmail.com> 
or  (252)  671-3655. 


Spring  Western  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention 

Wednesday,  April  6,  201 1 
Stoney  Creek  OFWB  Church, 
Goldsboro,  NC 

Registration:  9:00  a.m. 
Starts:  9:30  a.m. 

Speaker:  Dianne  Riley 
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2600  W.  Vernon  Ave.  •  Kinston,  NC  28504  •  252.526.9908 


Good Sfiepfierd  Simdiw 

Sunday y  April  10 y  2011 

And  above  all  these  things  put  on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness 

(Colossians  3:14). 


With  the  support  of  your  church,  we  have  made  progress  in  TOUCHING  LIVES  FOR  A  LIFETIME. 
Numbers  of  people  and  famihes  have  been  assisted,  and  many  have  received  Christ.  Our  priority  is  to 
continue  to  REACH  THE  LOST  through: 


HOME  MISSIONS  

Church  Planting 

Ethnic  Missions 

The  Harvest  Covenant  Program 

Harvest  Helpers 

Faith  Training  Center 


EVANGELISM 


Key  Life  Ministries 
Biker/Prison  Ministry 
American  Heritage  Girls 
Boy  Scouts 

Mobile  Ministry  (Mobile  Church) 
The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster 
Relief  Ministry 


Our  work  is  not  complete  because  the  doors  of  opportunity  continue  to  open.  We  are  counting 
on  you  and  your  church  to  demonstrate  to  "Serve  with  enthusiasm  by  observing  GOOD 
SHEPHERD  SUNDAY,  April  1 0,  20 1 1 . 

On  this  SPECIAL  DAY,  we  are  asking  every  Original  Free  Baptist  Church  to: 

1 .  Have  an  altar  prayer  to  pray  for  the  lost,  the  family  institution,  and  this  ministry. 

2.  Receive  a  LOVE  OFFERING  for  The  Ministry  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 
as  we  continue  to  "Touch  Lives  for  a  Lifetime." 


Thank  you  for  being  a  vital  part  of  this  ministry. 
Our  success  depends  on  your  support. 


mi 


8 


April 


IS 


f  r 


Home  Missions 


and 


Evangelism 
Month 


r  Good  Shepherd  Sunday 

1       Sunday,  April  10,2011 
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Your  funds  will  help  us  to 
"Touch  Lives  for  a  Lifetime." 

TOUCHING  LIVES  FOR  A  LIFETIME 

By  Laura  Monroe,  Administrative  Coordinator,  Home  IVIissions  &  Evangelism  > 


What  is  Kids  Linl<? 

A  program  for  children  ages  5-12  to  teach  the  basics 
of  the  Bible  and  also  tutoring  for  school  subjects.  We 
will  meet  every  Saturday  in  the  summer  and  take  field 
trips  on  the  last  Saturday  of  the  month  during  the 
summer. 

Why  did  you  develop  Kids  Lini<? 

Because  when  I  was  little  IjustwatchedTVon  Saturdays. 
I  want  children  to  have  something  constructive  and 
informative  to  do  instead  of  watching  TV  during  the 
summer.  We  also  want  to  introduce  them  to  Jesus 
Christ. 

What  are  your  future  goals? 

That  this  event  will  become  an  annual  event. 

What  are  your  needs? 

Funding  for: 

1.  fuel  for  transportation 

2.  Christian  literature 

3.  t-shirts 

4.  food 

5.  field  trips 


Ms.  Leticia  Perez  is  the  daughter  of  Jose  Perez,  a  Hcensed  Hispanic  minister  with  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
He  also  is  Director/Coordinator  of  Alpha  and  Omega  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Hispanic  Mission/Church 
that  meets  in  fellowship  hall  of  the  Elm  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Ayden,  North  Carolina. 
Her  father  also  has  a  weekly  program  on  a  Hispanic  Christian  Radio  Station  and  has  appeared  recently  on  a 
special  cast  with  the  Hispanic  Christian  Movement  on  TAAC  9  (KinstonTV  station). 

Leticia,  at  a  young  age,  has  a  very  caring  heart  for  Hispanic  youth.  In  caring  for  the  youth,  she  has  developed  an 
outreach  ministry  entitled  "Kids  Link."  She  has  not  only  developed  the  idea  but  developed  the  entire  program 
and  has  taken  the  initiative  to  raise  the  funds  and  to  develop  the  publicity  materials.  Leticia  is  16  years  old  and 
has  been  an  honor  student  while  attending  school  and  even  has  gone  to  Early  College  at  Lenoir  Community 
CoUege.  She  is  a  quiet-seeming  person  with  a  determined  drive  and  a  future  goal  to  become  a  missionary  to  her 
people  in  her  homeland  of  Mexico 


A  Ministry  of  Alpha  &  Omega 
OFWB  Hispanic  Mission/Church 


Contact  Information: 

Leticia  Perez 

(252)  643-3622  •  starfall2011@|jve.com 
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Kids  Linki 


I  Kids 
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Music!        Fun!  Pi 

natas !  ^ 

Neuseway  Nature  Park 

401  Caswell  Street  Kinston,  NC 
Saturday  April  23,  2011 

11  A.M.-4  P.M. 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 

Lcticia  Perez  •  (252)  643-3622 

e-mail:  starfall2011@live.com 
or 

Jose  Perez  •  (252)  714-2770 
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634  Henderson  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  1.800.653.0854  •  www.moc.edu 


Mount  Olive  College  and  Wilson  Community  College 
Partner  to  Enhance  College  Transfer 


Mount  Olive  College  (MOC)  and  Wilson 
Community  College  (WCC)  have  reached 
a  partnership  agreement  that  will  enhance 
and  expand  options  for  community  college 
students.  The  Mount  Olive  College 
Advantage  (MOCA)  allows  associate 
degree  graduates  from  Wilson  Community 
College  to  transfer  seamlessly  into  the  full 
range  of  bachelor  degree  programs  at  any 
of  Mount  Olive  College's  seven  locations 
in  eastern  North  Carolina. 

Under  the  arrangement,  which  was 
formally  signed  on  Wednesday,  February 
2,  WCC  students  are  eligible  to  apply  for 
all  state  and  federal  fuiancial  aid.  Other 
components  of  the  agreement  include: 
1)  Mount  Olive  College  will  guarantee 
admission  and  a  seamless  acceptance  of  64 
credits  from  Wilson  Community  College 
Associate  of  Arts  or  Associate  of  Science 
graduates  with  a  CPA  of  2.0  or  higher 
into  all  Mount  Olive  College  degrees 
in  accordance  with  the  North  Carolina 
Independent  Colleges  and  Universities 
Comprehensive  Articulation  Agreement 
and  2)  Provide  guaranteed  admission  and 
acceptance  of  appropriate  transfer  hours, 
up  to  64  credits  from  AAS  programs  with 
a  minimum  CPA  of  2.0  on  a  4-0  scale. 

The  partnership  between  MOC  aiui 
WCC  is  what  Dr.  Philip  R  Kerstetter, 
President  of  Mount  Olive  College,  says 
will  create  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
community  college  students  to  continue 


Pictured  left  to  right  are  President  of  Wilson  Community  College,  Dr.  Rusty  Stephens, 
and  President  ofMoutit  Olive  College,  Dr.  Philip  P.  Kerstetter 


their  education  and  prepare  them  for  the 
future. 

"This  agreement  is  in  keeping  with 
the  commitment  of  Mount  Olive  College 
to  offer  high  quality  education,"  said 
Kerstetter.  "Whether  you're  a  student 
involved  in  traditional  programs,  or  one 
who  needs  the  flexibility  of  our  degree 
completion  programs,  we  want  you  to  have 
the  chance  to  finish  a  four-year  degree." 

Dr.  Rusty  Stephens,  President  of  WCC 
noted  that,  "by  guaratiteeing  admission 


and  a  seamless  acceptance  of  64  credits, 
Mount  Olive  College  positions  itself  as  a 
major  partner  to  the  students  of  Wilson 
Community  College  and  shows  its 
commitment  to  access  and  opportunity  in 
higher  education." 

The  MOC — ^WCC  partnership  enhances 
Mount  Olive  College's  relationship  with 
the  North  Carolina  Community  College 
System,  as  a  participating  member  of 
the  North  Carolina  Comprehensive 
Articulation  Agreement. 


MRM  Program  at  MOC 


The  Modular  Religion  program,  in  one 
night  a  week  format  for  working  adults, 
is  being  offered  at  three  of  the  MOC 
locations:  Evening  College  at  Mount 
Olive,  New  Bern,  and  Washington.  This 
program  provides  opportunities  for  those 
interested  in  theological  and  religious 
study  to  earn  their  BS  degree  in  religion. 
It  is  also  designed  to  equip  ministerial 
students  for  seiTiinary  or  divinity  school. 
Classes  meet  one  night  a  week,  6-10  p.m. 
Each  course  in  the  program  is  five  weeks 


in  length.  Homework  outside  the  class  is 
mandatory. 

Minimum  admissions  criteria  to  start 
the  program  include:  must  be  21  years  of 
age  or  older  and  interview  with  admissions 
representative.  Students  entering  the 
MRM  program  must  have  completed  24 
semester  hours  of  college  credit  to  include 
English  Comp  1  and  11,  Religion  111  and 
112  (Old  and  New  Testament)  and  one 
history  course.  Students  who  do  not  meet 
the  minimum  admission  criteria  can  enroll 


in  these  courses  before  starting  the  MRM 
program  at  any  MOC  location. 

The  next  start  date  for  the  MRM  program 
at  Evening  College  is  May  30,  2011.  Classes 
will  meet  on  Monday  nights. 

Michael  Ammons  and  Ryan  Bradshaw 
from  Evening  College  Admissions  will 
be  happy  to  help  with  information, 
application,  and  enrollment  questions. 
Call  800-653:0854  or  email  <mammons@ 
moc.edu>  or  <rbradshaw@moc.edu>. 
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OpportiAhities  at 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Freshman  Orientation  April  9,  201 1 

High  school  seniors  who  have  applied  and  been  accepted  to  Mount  Olive  College  are  invited  to  attend  Freshmen  Orientation  and 
advising  day  on  Saturday,  April  9,  201 1.  Contact  Admissions  at  1  (800)  653-0854  or  send  email  to  <admissions:smoc.edu>  for  more 
information.  Openings  are  available  for  residents  and  commuters.  Complete  our  free  online  application  at  <wv/w.moc.edu>. 

Campus  tours 

Admissions  representatives  and  campus  tour  guides  will  be  glad  to  provide  one-on-one  information  for  you  and  your  family. 
Contact  them  for  a  guided  tour  of  the  campus  and  special  scholarship  and  financial  aid  information  at  1  (BOOJ  653-0854  or  e-mail  at 
<admissions@moc.edu>. 

Scholarship  information 

MOC  offers  assistance  to  all  families  as  they  complete  the  free  application  for  federal  student  aid  (FAFSA).  Contact  Keith  Woodard  in 
the  financial  aid  office  at  800-653-0854  for  more  information. 

OFWB  members  attending  MOC  in  the  daytime  program  receive  a  $3,000  grant  annually.  Merit  and  leadership  awards  are  also  available. 
Complete  our  free  online  application  at  <wv/w,moc.edu>  and  have  official  high  school  transcripts  and  5AT  scores  sent  to  MOC.  You  will 
automatically  be  reviewed  for  scholarship  eligibility.  Contact  admissions  at  <admissions{amoc.edu>  for  more  information. 

One-Nlght-a-Week  Programs  at  a  Location  Near  You 

One  night  a  week  programs  for  adults  21  years  and  older  are  available  at  New  Bern,  Jacksonville,  Mount  Olive  Evening  College, 
Research  Triangle  Park,  Wilmington,  and  Washington.  Visit  <www.moc.edu>  to  learn  more  about  these  programs.  To  make  contact 
with  an  Admissions  Representative  at  one  of  our  locations,  call  1  (800)  NEW  GOAL. 

Bachelor  Degree  Programs  in  One  Night  a  Week  Format 

Bachelor  degree  programs  offered  in  one-night-a-week  format  include  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology  (CC),  Management  and 
Organizational  Development  (MOD),  Health  Care  Management  (HCM),  Management  of  Information  Systems  (MIS),  Early  Childhood 
Education  (ECE),  and  Religion  (MRM).  The  Heritage  Program  includes  general  education  courses  and  can  be  combined  with  transfer 
credits  and  electives  to  earn  the  Associate  Degree.  Some  programs  not  offered  at  some  locations. 

Multiple  Start  Dates 

Summer  enrollment  dates  are  available  now.  Semesters  are  divided  into  three  5-week  sessions  (A,  B,  and  C),  thus  making  it  possible  to 
begin  classes  at  nine  different  start  dates  throughout  the  year.  Each  class  meets  for  5  weeks  from  6-1 0  p.m.  one  night  a  week. 

Application  Online 

Complete  your  online  application  at  <www.moc.edu>  and  contact  admissions  personnel  at  the  location  nearest  you  to  let  them  know 
your  interest. 


Evening  College  at  Mount  Olive 

634  Henderson  St.  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 

(919)  658-2502  or  (800)  653-0854  •  Fax:(919)658-7180 

E-mail:  admissions@moc.edu 

Mount  Olive  College  at  Jacksonville 

201  Parkv/ood  Dr.  •  Jacksonville,  NC  28546 
(910)455-1677  •  Fax:(910)455-1782 
E-mail:  admissions.newbern^moc.edu 


Mount  Olive  College  at  New  Bern 

291 2  Trent  Rd.  •  New  Bern,  NC  28562 

(252)  633-4464  or  (800)  868-8479  •  Fax:  (252)  633-6365 

E-mail:  admissions.newbern@moc.edu 


Mount  Olive  College  at  Research  Triangle  Park 

5001  Miami  Blvd.  •  Durham,  NC  27703 
P.O.  Box  12142  •  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 
(919)  941-2970  or  (888)  258-5188  •  Fax:(919)941-2973 
E-mail:  admissions.rtp@moc.edu 

Mount  Olive  College  at  Washington 

4525  Hwy  264  W  •  Washington,  NC  27889 

(252)  940-0146  or  (866)  316-1  757  •  Fax:  f252)  940-0149 

E-mail:  admissions.washington@moc.edu 

Mount  Olive  College  at  Wilmington 

1838  Sir  Tyler  Dr.,  Suite  100  •  Wilmington,  NC  28405 
(910)  256-0255  or  (800)  300-7478  •  Fax:(910)256-4285 
E-mail:  admissions.wilmington@moc.edu 
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Federal  and  state  financial  aid  programs  are  available  to  students  who  make  application 
through  the  Free  Application  for  Federal  Student  Aid  (FAFSA). 


The  Reverend  Clarence  H.  Overman,  Jr. 
and  Janice  Howell  Overman,  RN  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund 


It  began  with  a  love  offering. 

In  the  Fall  of  1977  fellow  employees  of  DuPont  in  Kinston 
presented  Janice  Howell  Overman,  their  "D"  shift  nurse  for  10 
years,  a  love  gift  which  exceeded  $  1 ,200.  Their  hope  was  that  this 
gift  would  afford  Janice  and  her  husband  C.  H.  the  opportunity 
to  take  a  much-needed  vacation.  Her  medical  condition  never 
allowed  them  to  do  so.  The  money  was  placed  in  a  safe  deposit 
box  as  C.  H.  pondered  how  this  gift  could  best  be  used  to  honor 
his  wife.  In  1978,  The  Janice  Howell  Overman  RN  Endowed 
Scholarship  Fund  was  begun  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

Janice  Howell  Overman  was  born  on  August  1,  1931,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Howell  of  Pikeville.  She 
graduated  from  Pikeville  High  School  in  1949  and  immediately 
entered  the  Wilson  School  of  Nursing.  She  fulfilled  her  lifelong 
dream  to  become  a  nurse  graduating  in  1952. 

C.H.  was  born  on  October  31,  1930,  the  son  of  Clarence  H. 
and  Fannie  B.  Overman  of  Kenly.  At  the  age  of  14,  the  Reverend 
M.L.  Johnson  baptized  C.H.  and  he  joined  the  home  church 
of  his  parents  and  grandparents.  Union  Grove  Church,  Wayne 
County.  In  January  of  1950,  he  answered  the  call  into  the  gospel 
ministry  and  entered  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College.  In  May 
1957,  while  pastor  of  Spring  Branch  Church,  he  graduated  from 
Atlantic  Christian  College,  Wilson,  NC. 

C.H.  and  Janice  were  high  school  sweethearts  and  were 
married  on  August  16,  1952  at  Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Wayne 
County,  by  the  Rev.  James  A.  Evans.  They  traveled  the  road  of 
life  together  for  more  that  25  years  and  had  two  children,  David 
Howell  and  Jeanne  Clare. 

Janice's  nursing  career  included  employment  at  Wayne 
Memorial  Hospital,  Goldsboro;  Columbia  Hospital,  Tyrrell 
County;  Fitzgerald  Medical  Center,  Farmville;  Cherry  Hospital, 
Goldsboro;  and  the  Medical  Department  at  DuPont,  Kinston. 
Her  nursing  career  was  a  major  part  of  her  life's  ambition.  She 
was  always  conscientious  and  sincere — always  concerned  about 
others. 


C.H.,  an  ordained  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  since  August 
30,  1952,  has  served  as  pastor  of  10  churches,  assistant  editor, 
editor,  and  editor  emeritus  of  the  FWB  Press,  vice-president  and 
recording  secretary  of  the  Convention,  member  of  the  Central 
Conference  Ordaining  Board,  Executive  Administrator  of  the 
Convention,  and  many  other  positions  in  the  denomination.  He 
also  taught  for  20  years  in  the  public  schools  of  Craven  and 
Greene  Counties.  Someone  said,  "He  is  a  gently,  unassuming, 
well-learned  pastor  who  has  definite  beliefs,  ideas,  and  feelings 
which  he  lives  in  his  everyday  life.  And  to  this  he  adds  a 
sprinkling  of  dry  wit." 

Janice  fought  a  most  difficult  and  yet  brave  battle  against 
cancer  during  the  last  six  years  of  her  life,  and  on  February  5, 
1978,  she  departed  this  life  to  enter  into  the  presence  of  God. 
Being  a  nurse,  Janice  understood  her  condition,  but  at  all  times 
her  concern  was  for  those  close  to  her.  She  did  not  want  to  be  a 
bother  to  anyone. 

In  an  effort  to  honor  the  work  and  ministry  of  both  Janice 
and  C.H.,  the  name  of  the  endowment  is  being  changed  to  The 
Reverend  Clarence  H.  Overman,  Jr.  andJanice  Howell  Overman, 
RN  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund.  These  two  have  given  so  much 
to  others,  including  the  OFWB  Denomination  and  especially  to 
God.  The  scholarships  will  continue  to  be  awarded  to  students 
preparing  for  a  medically  related  profession.  If  no  student  is 
enrolled  in  the  field  of  medicine,  the  recipients  will  be  selected 
at  the  discretion  of  the  College. 

In  addition  to  the  original  love  gift,  proceeds  from  a  life 
insurance  policy  and  gifts  from  others  have  been  added  to  the 
Fund  to  bring  the  total  gifts  to  over  $20,000.  It  is  the  intention 
and  hope  of  Brother  Overman  to  increase  the  Fund  to  $25,000. 
What  began  as  a  love  offering  will  continue  by  providing  support 
to  a  student  who  receives  The  Reverend  Clarence  H.  Overman, 
Jr.  and  Janice  Howell  Overman,  RN  Scholarship. 


The  Season  of  Good  Things 


BY  KELLI  KOSUDA 

Mount  Olive  College  is  a  very  different  institution  today  than  it 
was  four  years  ago.  This  is  a  very  positive  thing.  The  campus,  the 
people,  and  the  town  have  all  transformed  in  some  significant  ways 
that  have  moved  the  institution  of  Mount  Olive  College  into  a  new 
season:  a  season  of  good  things. 

The  institution  of  Mount  Olive  College  is  supported  and 
strengthened  by  the  denomination  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  a  denomination  with  humble  beginnings  and  a  landmark 
goal:  to  provide  a  school  that  would  nurture  students  in  the  liberal 
arts  and  in  biblical  teachings.  As  mentioned  in  previous  articles, 
there  were  many  obstacles  along  the  way  before  this  goal  became 
a  reality.  But,  1  think  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  will  agree  that 
their  dream  has  come  true,  manifesting  itself  in  ways  they  never 
imagined. 


This  year,  some  new  and  exciting  changes  have  been  put  in  place 
that  have  convinced  me,  without  a  doubt,  that  this  is  a  season  of 
good  things  for  MOC.  The  cafeteria  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center  has  undergone  a  major  renovation,  offering  students  more 
options  than  ever  with  new  meal  options  and  a  larger  dining  space. 
The  cafeteria  has  also  been  enhanced  with  brand  new  flat  screen 
televisions  donated  by  Sutton  TV,  offering  students  and  guests  of 
The  College  more  entertainment. 

The  Deacon  Jones  Student  Lounge  in  Raper  Hall  has  also 
undergone  some  significant  improvements,  thanks  to  the  Jones 
Family.  With  a  new  snack  bar  added  offering  breakfast,  coffee, 
and  lunch  options,  new  televisions  donated  by  Wal-Mart,  and  new 
flooring  and  seating,  students,  faculty,  and  staff  are  given  another 
place  to  relax  on  campus. 

article  continued  on  the  next  page 
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Church  Night  Winner 

Adult  Basketball  Winner:  Men's  Haiftime 

•  Roger  Davis  (Haymount) 

Church  Night  Winners 

Softball  Winners:  Women's  Haiftime 

(Front,  left  to  right) 

•  Monte  Worrells  (Darden  Chapel) 

•  Dalton  Herring  (Saints  Delight) 

•  Jay  McKenzie  (Hopewell) 

•  Kevin  Fulcher  (Hopewell) 

•  Kyle  Benson  (Powhatan) 

(Back,  left  to  right) 

•  Jacob  Gudac  (Pine  Level) 

•  Brian  Yodar  (Mt.  Zion) 

•  Dylan  Andrews  (Saints  Delight) 

•  Johnathan  Strayhorn  (United  Missionary  Baptist) 

•  Dilon  Fulcher  (Hopewell) 

•  Peyton  Lee  (Faith) 

Church  Night  Winners 

Basketball  Winners:  Men's  Haiftime 

(From  left  to  right) 

•  Spencer  Woodard  (Rains  Chapel) 

•  Billy  Youssef  (White  Oak  Grove) 

•  Derick  Batten  (White  Oak) 

•  Guy  McNeill  (Faison  Presbyterian  Church) 


Church  Night  Overview 

The  Annual  Church  Night  basketball  game  was 
held  on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College  on 
February  19,  2011.  There  were  62  churches  in 
attendance  and  over  1,000  people  present! 


Season  {continued  from  previous  page) 

And  these  good  things  are  not  just  physical  changes.  Just  last 
week,  the  Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs,  Dan  Sullivan,  sent 
out  a  personal  email  to  students  inviting  them  to  let  their  voices  be 
heard  about  things  they  would  like  to  see  happening  on  campus. 
"Dinner  is  on  me!"  he  said  in  his  email.  Students,  now  more  than 
ever,  are  getting  a  chance  to  play  a  very  important  role  in  changes 
and  developments  on  campus. 

This  year  has  also  seen  the  introduction  of  a  new  Campus 
Chaplain,  Caria  Williamson.  Student-led  campus  ministries  are 
beginning  to  thrive,  exemplifying  the  Christ-centered  atmosphere 
that  has  long  been  a  vital  part  of  Mount  Olive  College. 

Also  this  year,  the  incoming  freshman  class  was  the  largest  on 
record.  Local,  out-of-state,  and  international  students  are  looking  to 
Mount  Olive  College  for  their  education  and  opportunities,  giving 
MOC  a  larger  student  base,  more  opportunities  for  expansions  of 
programs,  athletics  and  student  advancement. 

The  list  does  not  stop  here.  Other  outreaches  of  MOC  are 
beginning  to  thrive  in  the  many  other  locations  throughout  North 
Carolina.  Students  can  attend  the  location  of  their  choice,  close  to 
home,  and  still  receive  the  sound,  liberal  arts  education  they've 
been  wanting.  The  modular  programs  are  giving  working  adults 
the  opportunity  to  attend  one  night  a  week,  earning  their  associate 
or  bachelor's  degrees  while  working  and  raising  families. 

It  really  is  a  season  of  good  things.  This  is  only  a  small  part  of 
the  transformations  that  are  spurring  The  College  on  to  becoming 
the  best  it  has  ever  been.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  share  in  it.  If  you 
are  not  convinced,  come  see  for  yourself.  We'd  love  to  show  you. 


Don't  be  the  missing  piece! 

We  want  you  at  CRAGMONT 
this  summer. 


Cragmont  Youth  Conference 

June  13-18,  2011 

Directors:  Neal  Cox  &  Angela  Mattox 
cragmontyouthconference(5)gmail.com 


The  Twenty-First  Annual 

Vivian  B.  Harrison  Memorial  Lecture 

Ecclesiology  in  Luke  Acts 

Guest  Lecturer:  Dr.  C.  Kavin  Rowe 
Assistant  Professor  of  New  Testament, 
Duke  University  Divinity  School 

Tuesday,  Aprill9,  2011 
Rodgers  Chapel  at  Mount  Olive  College 


Schedule  of  Events: 

9:15  A.M.  Registration  and  Fellowship 

9:30  A.M.  Lecture  One:  Cultural  Disruption  and  the  Claim  to  Innocence:  the  Christian  Mission 

11:00  A.M.  Worship  Service,  Sermon:  Doing  Church  in  Light  of  Acts 

12:00  NOON  Lunch — $5  (Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center) 

1:30  P.M.  Lecture  Two:  The  Ecclesiology  of  Acts 


About  the  Harrison  Lecturer. . . 

C.  Kavin  Rowe  is  Assistant  Professor  of  New  Testament  at  Duke  University  Divinity  School.  In  addition  to  multiple 
scholarly  articles,  he  is  the  author  of  two  books:  Early  Narrative  Christology  (de  Gruyter,  2006,  repr.  Baker  Academic,  2009) 
and  World  Upside  Down:  Reading  Acts  in  the  Graeco-Roman  Age  (Oxford  University  Press,  2009,  paperback  2010).  He  also 
co-edited  The  Word  Leaps  the  Gap  (Eerdmans,  2008)  and  Rethinking  the  Unity  and  Reception  of  Luke  and  Acts  (University  of 
South  Carolina  Press,  2010).  Dr.  Rowe  has  been  a  Fulbright  Scholar,  Regional  Scholar  for  the  Society  of  Biblical  Literature, 
Chair  of  the  Society's  Southeastern  Region  New  Testament  section,  and  was  elected  to  the  Studiorum  Novi  Testamenti 
Societas.  He  was  awarded  a  Lilly  Faculty  Fellowship,  a  Christian  Faith  and  Life  Grant  from  the  Louisville  Institute,  the  John 
Templeton  Prize  for  Theological  Promise,  and,  most  recently,  the  Paul  J.  Achtemeier  Award. 

About  the  Vivian  B.  Harrison  lecture. . . 

The  Vivian  B.  Harrison  Lecture  was  established  by  the  Reverend  Frank  R.  Harrison  in  memorj'  of  his  late  wife.  The  purpose 
of  the  lecture  is  to  provide  a  medium  for  continuing  education  for  the  ministers  and  laypersons  of  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Harrison  was  a  graduate  of  Mount  Olive  College  and  Barton  College,  where  she  earned  a  B.S.  degree  in  elementary 
education.  She  taught  public  school  in  North  Carolina  for  17  years  before  retiring  in  1986  due  to  illness.  She  was  a  member 
of  Spring  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Greene  County  and  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beamon  and  the  late  Mr. 
Charlie  T.  Beamon  of  Walstonburg,  North  Carolina. 

The  Reverend  Frank  Harrison  is  a  graduate  of  Mount  Olive  College,  Barton  College,  and  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  He  completed  two  years  of  post-graduate  studies  in  pastoral  care  and  counseling  at  North  Carolina  Baptist 
Hospital  in  Winston-Salem.  Mr.  Harrison  served  as  Campus  Minister  at  Mount  Olive  College  from  1971  through  2003 
and  taught  courses  in  practical  theology. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MINISTRY 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbsundayschool.org 


WERE  YOU  THERE? 

The  70'''  Annual  Sunday  School  Institute  was  a  great  success 
with  400  people — adults,  children,  and  youth — in  attendance. 
There  were  numerous  workshops  held  that  offered  much 
information  that  opened  the  eyes  of  a  great  many  people 
concerning  the  special  needs  of  people  of  all  ages  and  what  the 
churches  needed  to  do  in  order  to  help  meet  their  needs.  We 
are  including  a  few  pictures  of  the  event  to  share  with  those 
who  could  not  attend. 


The  group  singing  "His  Name  is  Wonderful. 


Ms.  Nella  Uitvlugt  sliaring  inforniiirion 
from  Friendship  Ministries  of  Michigan. 


Tlie  nominees  from  11  churches  for  Teacher  and 
Supernitendent  of  die  Year  for  201 1. 


Sunday  School  Teacher  of  the  Year: 

Mr  Victor  Jones  from  Wluilex's  Chapel  Church. 

Sunday  School  Superintendent  of  the  Year: 

Miss  Becky  Jo  Sumner  from  Hickory  Chapel  Church. 


Ron  Hunter  from  Randall  House  Publications  sharing  family  luinistrx. 


Ms.  Angel  Lorton  sharing  news  of  VBS  from  Standard  Puhlishini 


Ms.  Marci  Rollins-Smart  having  fun  w  ith  her  classes. 
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OFWB  INTERNATIONAL 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbi.org 

Blessings  In  Disguise 

BY  JOIADA  S.  GARCIA 

My  husband  and  I  are  both  working  on  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Christian  School  as  grade  I  and  grade  III 
teachers.  I  can  say  that  God  was  always  there  to  supply 
our  needs:  food,  clothes,  shelter,  and  many  other  things. 
We're  very  blessed  to  have  four  children:  Jhasmine  Jay 
(6),  Jay  Antoinette  (4),  Jay  Angela  (3),  and  our  only 
boy,  a  10-month-old  baby.  Jay  David.  In  spite  of  all 
these  marvelous  blessings,  1  always  urge  my  husband  to 
transfer  to  a  public  school  for  financial  security  of  our 
children. 

It  was  January  26,  20 11  when  Jay-Ar  and  1  were  both 
absent  from  school  for  we  took  Jay  David  to  a  doctor  for 
his  severe  cough,  since  the  month  of  December.  The 
doctor  advised  us  that  our  boy  should  be  admitted  to 
a  hospital  for  he  has  a  bronchopneumonia.  I'm  quite 
nervous  for  my  three  girls  had  never  been  confined  to 
a  hospital  yet.  So  Jay  David  was  admitted  to  a  hospital 
with  oxygen  and  dextrose. 

For  times  that  we've  stayed  at  the  hospital,  I  felt  sad, 
I'd  never  had  a  chance  to  see  my  three  other  kids  but 
God  made  us  realize  how  blessed  we  are  compared  to 
others.  The  other  parents  in  the  hospital  don't  have 
enough  money  to  buy  a  diaper  and  every  time  that  there 
is  a  medicme  that  they  should  buy,  they  don't  know 
where  they  will  go  or  what  they  will  do  just  to  buy  those 
expensive  medicines. 

One  time,  Jay  David  was  chilling  for  so  many  hours, 
my  in-laws  and  my  mother  were  panicking  calling 
the  nurses  and  applying  water  therapy.  I  went  to  the 
restroom,  crying  and  kneeling  down,  I  really  prayed 
hard  and  uttered  a  promise  that  if  God  really  wants  us 
to  serve  in  His  institutions,  we'll  remain  serving  in  that 
school  as  a  ministry. 

God  healed  our  son,  and  now  Jay-Ar  and  I  were  both 
back  to  work,  but  this  time  with  so  many  changes  within 
ourselves.  God  made  us  realize  that  money  can't  give  us 
security,  that  no  matter  how  we  planned  for  the  future 
of  our  children,  still  He  is  the  living  God  that  conquers 
all  things  and  situations. 

Sometimes,  God  unfolds  His  messages  in  different 
circumstances.  There  are  more  important  blessings 
compared  to  material  things,  sometimes  it  can  be  heard 
through  a  baby's  cry  or  children's  laughter  and  sometimes 
it  can  be  felt  within  ourselves,  how  God  changes  our 
virtue  in  life. 
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Extreme  Poverty  at  Vladislavovo,  Bulgaria 


BY  NIKOLAI 

On  February  9,  2011,  the  Relief  Committee  of  the  Church 
of  Varna,  decided  to  distribute  food,  with  the  support  ot  the 
Committee  of  Balchik,  to  the  hungry  people  in  Vladislavovo  at 
least  one  time  per  week.  An  appointed  sub-committee  will  take 
care  that  the  poorest  people  receive  relief  assistance.  Milena,  the 
wife  of  Pastor  Kosta  Ivanov,  proposes  to  cook  chicken  soup  this 
week  and  Pastor  Peter  Jordanov  of  Vladislavovo  will  be  informed 
and  asked  to  register  the  very  poor  people.  From  our  side,  nine 
people  will  take  care  for  this  event;  six  staff  members  and  three 
volunteers.  Besides  the  soup,  the  people  will  receive  fresh  bread 
from  the  bakery. 

On  Monday,  February  14,  we  gathered  at  our  church  building 
in  Varna,  praying  with  thanksgiving  a  blessing  over  the  food. 
The  people  in  the  camp  are  wondering  when  they  see  us  carefully 
walking  over  the  narrow  paths  between  the  houses  with  a  large 
pan  filled  with  delicious  soup.  The  volunteers  follow  us  with 
plastic  trash  bags  which  are  full  of  fragrant  fresh  baked  bread.  We 


are  richly  blessed  being  able  to  distribute  well  prepared  soup  and 
fresh  bread  from  the  bakery  to  32  very  poor  families.  Today,  they 
need  not  to  eat  of  the  molded  food  which  they  usually  gather  from 
the  trash  cans  along  the  city  streets. 

Some  families  have  seven  to  eight  children,  other  families  of 
three  to  four  children  miss  their  fathers  because  they  have  either 
died,  are  in  prison,  or  have  disappeared  to  live  elsewhere  with 
another  woman.  It  is  painful  that  we  cannot  serve  all  the  people 
who  are  hungry  today.  It  has  been  touching  to  discover  children 
and  youth  sharing  their  own  bread  with  friends,  their  buddies, 
who  were  not  on  the  pastor's  list,  but  also  suffer  hunger.  Even 
some  adults  have  been  following  their  example  by  sharing  their 
treasured  food  with  others. 

This  experience  made  me  pray  this  prayer  from  all  my  heart: 
"Lord,  You  who  teed  the  birds  of  the  sky,  feed  also  these  hungry 
people,  please."  Daily  1  thank  our  Lord  that  He  moves  the  hearts  of 
people  abroad  towards  support  which  enables  our  special  outreach 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 


It  is  not  a  light  responsibility  meeting  the  needs  ot  so  many  poor  people,  children,  youth,  and  adults,  who  suffer  extremely.  This  reminds 
me  of  "the  hunger  winter"  ot  1944  to  1945.  During  this  time,  1  saw  people  dying  along  the  road  because  ot  hunger.  We,  at  Asporugovo, 
Balchik,  Kamenar,  Stralja,  Varna,  and  Vladislavovo,  have  received  our  holy  task  to  tulfill  the  commands  of  our  God  and  Father  as  well  as 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  feed  the  hungry  people. 

— ^Willem  van  der  Plas — 
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Celia  Hales 


A  REQUIREMENT  FROM  GOD 


A  very  familiar  passage  from  the  Bible  is  my  springboard  for 
pondering  today  It  is  Micah  6:8:  "...and  what  doth  the  LORD 
require  ot  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God?" 

What  beautiful  words  these  are!  And  the  message  is  just  as 
arresting.  Each  phrase  could  prompt  an  entire  column,  but  this 
time  I  will  emphasize  the  last  requirement,  "walk  humbly  with  thy 
God." 

Which  of  us  needs  to  hear  this  requirement,  of  the  three,  as  the 
most  important? 

Tliis  requirement  is  especially  important  to  me  because  it 
reminds  me  of  a  vivid  dream  that  I  remember  occurring  within 
the  past  year.  In  my  dream,  my  uncle  (the  late  Roscoe  Hales  of 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina)  approached  me  on  the  front  porch 
of  my  mother's  home  in  Zebulon.  He  appeared  weak  and  frail,  for 
which  I  have  no  explanation,  for  his  death,  after  a  brief  illness  of 
two  weeks,  was  18  years  ago. 

I  embraced  my  uncle,  saying,  "Hello,  Uncle  Roscoe." 

He  hugged  me  in  return  and  then  said  just  two  words,  words 
(perhaps)  of  warning. 

He  said,  "Be  humble." 

Tliere  the  dream  ended,  for  I  awoke.  But  I  remember  the 
experience  very  keenly,  and  it  is  still  fresh  in  my  mind. 

When  I  told  the  dream  to  mv  husband  Paul,  he  said,  concisely, 
"I  would  listen  to  what  Roscoe  said.  I  always  thought  he  knew 
what  was  going  on." 

Paul  does  not  usually  analyze  my  dreams,  although  he  has  a 
Ph.D.  in  Psychology.  But  after  almost  25  years  of  marriage,  he 
knows  me  well. 

Are  there  elements  of  pride  in  my  present  life  or,  more  to  the 
point,  is  pride  a  danger  to  me  in  the  future?  The  latter  interpretation 


seems  to  engage  me  at  my  depths.  It  is  the  meaning  that  resonates 
with  me. 

So  far  as  I  recall,  this  is  the  one  and  only  time  that  I  have  ever 
dreamed  of  my  uncle,  though  he  was  my  father's  only  brother,  and 
we  were  a  close  family.  He  died  six  months  after  my  father,  and 
in  the  intervening  time,  my  uncle  had  great  difficulty  because  his 
grieving  was  so  deep. 

So  now  I  ponder  this  dream  and  I  ponder  Micah.  I  include  in 
my  prayers  a  request  to  be  humble,  not  to  let  pride  or  ego  trip  me 
up.  I  know  that  the  ego  is  a  false  sense  of  self  that  would  leave 
God  out,  and  I  would  let  my  ego  just  wither  away.  We  are  all  prone 
to  egotistical  thinking,  especially  if  we  have  been  competitive  in 
school  when  we  were  growing  up.  I  was  encouraged  mightily  to 
make  good  grades,  and  this  ensured  the  competition  about  which 
I  speak.  This  competition  actually  works  against  one  ultimately, 
because  educational  studies  have  shown  in  recent  years  that  a 
concept  called  "cooperative  learning"  actually  brings  about  the 
greatest  advances  for  the  most  students. 

When  competition  has  been  an  issue  in  school,  easily  it  carries 
over  to  the  work  world,  with  disastrous  results.  Nobody  in  a 
work  setting  wants  his  shortcomings  pointed  out  to  him,  and  a 
competitive  bent  from  any  given  co-worker  does  just  that.  I  learned 
this  the  hard  way  on  my  first  position  as  a  reference  librarian  in 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 

Competition  can  generate  large  results,  but  it  tends  to  increase 
egotistical  thinking.  And  the  ego  is  constantly  being  undone.  One 
withdraws  in  the  midst  of  being  laid  low  by  the  attitudes  of  those 
with  whom  we  associate.  Egotism  is  an  affront  to  God,  because  it 
is  another  word  for  "pride"  in  the  very  negative  sense. 

Maybe  my  Uncle  Roscoe  came  in  my  dream  just  to  get  that 
message  across  to  his  eldest  niece. 


Announcement  From  the  Nominating  Committee 
for  the  201 1  OFWB  Convention 


•  All  nominations  need  to  be  submitted  to  this  committee  no  later  than  April  27,  201 1 . 

•  You  may  consult  the  2010  Convention  Report  Book  for  offices  that  are  to  be  filled, 

•  All  nominations  can  be  sent  to  the  Convention  Headquarters  or  e-mailed  to  <andrea.cox@ 
ofwb.org>.  If  you  have  any  questions,  you  may  contact  Tim  Heath,  nominating  committee 
chairman,  at  <heath.family04@yahoo.com>. 
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CHILDREN'S  HOME 


P.O.  Box  249  •  Middlesex,  NC  27557  •  252.235.2161  •  www.fwbchildrenshome.org 


Change  for  Children 

Preparations  are  already  underway  tor  our  annual  2011  "Change 
tor  Children"  campaign.  Since  implementation  in  1996,  this 
campaign  has  proven  very  successful  in  raising  additional  funding 
for  the  Children's  Home  during  the  summer  months  when  the 
children  are  out  of  school.  It  has  also  helped  to  educate  people 
about  The  Home  and  the  ministry  being  done  here. 

Letters  have  been  mailed  to  each  church,  church  officers,  and 
pastors  to  encourage  promotion  of  "Change  for  Children"  during 
the  month  of  May.  This  project  can  be  customized  to  best  fit  your 
individual  group's  needs.  Some  churches  have  used  their  youth 
or  woman's  auxiliaries  to  promote  the  campaign.  Others  simply 
collect  special  offerings  for  our  ministry  during  the  month  of  May. 
We  also  ask  that  your  congregation  start  preparing  now  by  doing 
the  following: 

1 .  Pray  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  your  Christian 
childcare  ministry. 

2.  Encourage  your  church  family  to  save  their  change  for 
Children's  Home  Month. 

3.  Designate  a  Sunday  in  May  as  Children's  Home  Simday  in 
your  church. 

Before  we  launch  our  campaign  this  year,  we  would  like  to 
verify  a  "Change  for  Children"  contact  person  for  each  church 
who  will  receive  and  distribute  the  "blue  bags"  and  informational 
material  we  will  mail  in  April.  Please  call  the  Children's  Home 
(252'235'2161)  or  e-mail  Cynthia  Batten  at  <cbatten@fwbch.org> 
to  make  sure  we  have  the  correct  information  for  your  church. 

The  "Change  for  Children"  Campaign  encourages  families  and 
church  groups  to  work  together  as  they  collect  change  to  help 
further  the  cause  of  their  childcare  ministry,  and  it  also  provides 
new  church  members  and  youth  an  opportunity  to  learn  about 
the  Children's  Home.  By  increasing  awareness  of  your  childcare 
ministry,  financial  support  will  increase,  allowing  us  to  continue 
meeting  the  needs  ot  His  children 


A  Cftild Like  Me? 


With  saddened  eyes  and  head  bent  low. 
It's  damaged  goods  most  see. 
With  my  unclear  past  and  broken  heart, 
Who  would  want  a  child  like  me? 

I  watch  her  walk  into  the  room. 
From  a  distance  I  can  see. 
But  dare  I  take  a  closer  step? 
Who  would  want  a  child  like  me? 

And  then  I  see  her  look  my  way. 
She  smiles  so  tenderly. 
But  do  I  even  dare  to  dream. 
She  would  want  a  child  like  me? 

And  then,  as  if  I  spoke  out  loud. 
She  approaches  cautiously. 
I  try  so  hard  to  once  believe. 
She  will  want  a  child  like  me. 

But  dare  I  once  let  down  my  guard. 
And  trust  that  she  will  see. 
Hiding  beneath  this  old  stained  shirt. 
Is  a  beautiful  child  like  me? 

My  smile,  they  say,  lights  up  a  room, 
ril  be  good  as  good  can  be. 
Oh,  please,  dear  God,  let  her  want 
A  special  child  like  me. 

I  feel  her  hand  reach  out  for  mine. 
And  within  her  eyes  I  see, 
A  single,  tiny,  shining  tear. 
Could  she  want  a  child  like  me? 

And  when  she  takes  me  in  her  arms, 
With  a  warmth  so  pure  and  new. 
She  says  the  words  Fve  prayed  to  hear, 
"The  child  I  want  is  you." 

— Lisa  J.  Schlitt — 
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C  RAG  MO  N  TASS  EM  BLY  

1233  North  Fork  Road  •  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711  •  828.669.7677  •  www.cragmontassembly.com 


Debt  Retirement  Update 

"In  Matthew  5:41  we  find  these  words,  'and  if  anyone  forces  you  to  go  one  rpile,  go  also  the  second  mile  (nrsv).'  Roman  law  allowed  foot 
soldiers  weary  from  battle  to  choose  any  resident  of  the  land  to  carry  his  soldier's  pack  for  one  mile.  The  law  was  there  so  that  soldiers 
would  not  abuse  people  making  them  go  further  than  one  mile.  However,  a  person  could  volunteer  to  carry  the  pack  further.  Jesus  used 
this  law  of  limitation  to  show  how  different  his  followers  are  to  be.  Disciples  should  not  hold  an  attitude  of 'do  as  little  as  you  can  get 
away  with' but  we  are  to  'go  the  second  mile.' If,  as  disciples  of  our  Lord,  we  would  only  apply  these  words  to  our  giving,  it  would  be  called 
'second  mile  giving,' which  is  the  offering  we  give  beyond  those  that  meet  minimum  responsibilities." 


I  am  sure  you  remember  these  words  to  be  part  of  a  letter  that  I  sent  out  last  year  appealing  to  you  for  help  with  the  remaining  debt  on 
the  "Lodge."  At  the  time  of  the  writing  of  that  letter,  the  debt  was  roughly  $220,000.  Today  we  are  within  $35,000  of  completing  the 
goal.  This  is  very  good  news  indeed!  Originally,  it  was  my  hope  to  clear  the  debt  by  the  end  of  the  year  2010.  My  new  gold  is  August  15, 
2011.  This  means  that  those  churches  who  did  not  help  in  2010  still  have  an  opportunity  to  be  "Second  Mile  Contributors."  The  bulk 
of  the  funds  received  through  this  push  have  come  from  individuals.  If  just  100  churches  would  give  $350  over  and  above  normal  giving 
and  earmark  it  for  this  project  the  goal  would  be  reached  easily.  Join  in  so  that  plans  may  begin  on  the  next  project  of  "New  Heights" 
which  is  the  remodeling  of  the  dining  facilities. 


Opportunities  at  Cragmont 


Morning  Star 

April  29-May  1,2011 
Joan  Little:  (252)  753-3217 

Minister's  Conference 

June  6-8,  2011 

Stephen  Prescott:  (910)  567-5347 

Dayspring  Conference 

June  8-1 1,2011 

Joan  Little:  (252)  753-3217 

Cragmont  Youth  Conference 

June  13-18,  2011 

Angela  Mattox:  (252)  671-71 76 

Christian  Cadet  Conference 

June  20-25,  2011 

Joey  Williams:  (919)  734-9080 


Youth  Frontier  Conference 

June27-July  2,  2011 

Frankie  Baggett:  (252)  746-7850 

Bed,  Breakfast  &  Blessing 

July  2-5,  2011 

Arlinda  Williams:  (877)  669-7677 

Pee  Dee  Youth  Conference 

July  5-8,  2011 

Buddy  Sasser:  (919)  734-3320 

General  Youth  Conference  II 

July  11-16,  2011 

Wilma  Parker:  (252)  522-0967 


General  Youth  Conference  I 

July  18-23,  2011 
Bryant  Mines:  (252)  792-5745 

Young  People's  Bible  Conference 

July  25-29,  2011 
Chuck  Owens:  (252)  536-2202 

Cornerstone  Woman's  Conference 

July  31 -August  5, 2011 
Joan  Little:  (252)  753-3217 

Emmanuel  Woman's  Mini  Conference 

September9-1 1,2011 
Joan  Little:  (252)  753-3217 
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and  a  i3  1  l^NE 

Significance  in  Christ  as  a  Young  Adult 

with  Wyatt  Harvey 


A  sling  and  a  stone. .  .that  is  what  David, 
a  young  shepherd  boy,  used  to  fell  a  mighty 
warrior  in  his  people's  enemy.  He  used 
something  so  simple  to  defeat  a  champion 
of  the  enemy,  and  he  was  a  mere  hoy  at  the 
time.  It  is  shown  in  1  Samuel  17.  What  was 
in  this  moment?  What  made  the  simple 
become  so  effective,  and  the  seemingly 
impossible  come  to  life? 

Heroic  faith.  The  faith  that  did  not 
waver,  did  not  falter,  and  did  not  ask  "what 
if?"  David  would  go  on  to  be  a  king  and  a 
hero  of  the  Bible,  but  it  was  his  faith  that 
was  heroic.  It  was  God  who  was  the  hero, 
and  David  had  heroic  faith  in  God,  who 
can  do  all  things. 

David  is  not  alone. 

The  world  over.  Christians  face  the  worst 
that  the  world  has  to  offer  with  heroic  faith. 
Some  do  not  do  as  well,  some  fail  terribly, 
and  some  face  life  with  fear,  regret,  and 
uncertainty.  But,  for  those  who  have  found 
that  peace  that  passes  all  understanding  in 
Christ  Jesus,  the  faith  is  heroic,  and  they 
can  face  anything,  never  wavering  in  the 
promise  that  He  would  not  leave  us  even 
until,  the  end  of  the  Earth. 

Here  in  A  Sling  and  a  Stone,  we  review  the 
significance  of  our  Lord  Jesus  in  youth — in 
young  adults.  Faith  of  the  heroic  nature  is 
an  awesome  place  to  watch  this  displayed. 


When  young  people  are  in  God  and  step 
out  on  faith,  they  oftentimes  can  walk  on 
the  water,  where  those  of  us  who  are  older 
start  sinking.  They  have  not  had  40  years 
of  people  nay-saying  and  doubting  in  their 
ears  to  undermine  their  belief  that  heroic 
faith.  They  read  the  promises  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  they  take  hold  of  it  and  say, 
"This  is  for  me,"  and  they  run  with  it.  Why 
are  they  sometimes  able  to  see  the  sunshine 
over  the  rain?  The  good  over  the  bad?  The 
hope  over  the  despair?  Because  they  have 
not  had  the  proper  training  to  falter.  They 
have  not  had  the  proper  teaching  to  tail. 

That  seems  harsh,  of  course.  But,  in 
young  adults  we  see  what  we  sometimes 
think  is  rashness  or  impatience,  and 
many  of  us  are  guilty  of  trying  to  cool  the 
proverbial  jets.  We  have  to  be  especially 
careful  not  to  try  to  use  "experience"  (age) 
and  "logic"  (our  own  thoughts  on  what 
should  go  on,  not  God's)  to  quell  the  rise  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  young  adults  and  youth. 
Isaiah  55:8  tells  us,  "For  my  thoughts  are 
not  your  thoughts,  neither  are  your  ways 
my  ways,  saith  the  LORD."  Sometimes,  we 
cannot  reason  through  what  God  does. 

God  is  speaking  to  them  and  through 
them  many  times  just  as  well  as  through 
us  and  we  need  to  be  able  to  listen,  and  to 
follow  when  it  is  their  time  to  lead. 


Young  people  see  the  Bible  and  once 
they  accept  it  as  truth  they  light  on  hre. 
Do  not  try  to  put  it  out.  They  will  come 
up  with  new  ideas  and  new  plans.  Before 
you  question  it  and  slow  it  down  to  our 
pace  we  need  to  get  into  the  Word  and 
pray  in  the  midst  of  suggested  change  and 
newness.  1  heard  one  gentleman  remind  us 
all,  "But,  God  is  the  same  yesterday,  today, 
and  forever."  This  is  the  absolute  truth, 
and  there  is  no  doubt.  That  does  not  mean 
that  God  does  not  do  new  things,  it  means 
that  It  is  not  new  to  Him.  Isaiah  43:19  says, 
"Behold,  I  will  do  a  new  thing;  now  it  shall 
spring  forth;  shall  ye  not  know  it?"  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  things  will  come 
along  that  will  be  new  to  us.  After  all,  we 
do  not  see  as  God  Almighty  sees. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  new  heroes  of  the 
faith,  my  people.  The  young  adults  stepping 
up  to  represent  Christ  Jesus  to  a  dark  and 
dreary  world  right  now  may  be  the  Pauls 
and  Johns  of  this  time.  When  they  see  the 
impossible  as  suddenly  possible,  do  not 
look  out  with  carnal  eyes  and  try  to  see 
it.  Look  out  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  if 
Jesus  is  showing  them  a  vision  of  things, 
you  might  just  find  that  you  can  see  it,  too, 
through  the  eyes  of  heroic  faith. 

It  really  is  that  simple,  as  simple  as  a  sling 
and  a  stone." 


The  Annual  Missions  Rally 

Wednesday,  May  18,  2011  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  Kornegay  Arena,  Mount  Olive  College, 
Mount  Olive,  NC 


The  Rally  will  be  conducted  by  Home  Missions  &  Evangelism. 
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CONVENTION  NEWS 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwb.org 


Celebrating 
Wonderful  Ways  To  Worship 

A  night  of  inspiration  that  will  bring  a  dynamic  worship 
experience  to  the  whole  Body  of  Christ. 


Music,  Drama, 
Skits,  Puppets, 
Comedy,  Signing, 

Preaching, 
Laughter,  Tears, 
Rejoicing, 
and  so  much  more! 


When:  Tuesday,  May  17,  2011—7:30  p.m. 

Where:  Kornegay  Arena 

Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

Opening  night  at  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Convention 


The  99^^  Annual  Session  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

May  18, 2011 


Working  For  God  With  Endurance 


Workshop  Schedule 

Understanding  Your  Minister's  Ordination  Process  &  the  IVIinisterial  Code  of  Ethics — Dr.  Frankie  Baggett  explains 
the  process  of  becoming  an  OFWB  minister  from  churcli  licensing  to  the  ordination  service.  He  also  discusses  major  points  in  the 
Ministerial  Code  of  Ethics.  Opening  session  only  in  the  Southern  Bank  Auditorium  at  1  P.M. 

Computer  Basics  for  Seniors — Specially  designed  tor  older  adults  or  anyone  who  has  a  tear  of  the  computer,  this  class  will  teach 
you  the  basics  of  using  the  Internet  and  sending  and  receiving  e-mails.  Mrs.  Cindy  Peele  and  a  host  oi  computer-savA'y  adults  will 
conduct  this  2-session  workshop.  Classroom  computers  will  be  provided.  Room  135-136 

Starting  a  Family  Ministry — Our  fragmented  society  needs  to  tind  a  solid  foundation  in  Christ.  The  Church  must  do  a  better 
job  of  reaching  the  entire  family  with  the  message  of  hope.  The  Reverend  Tim  Heath  provides  excellent  insight  into  how  this  can 
happen.  Room  111 

The  Compassion  of  Christ — ^We  cannot  save  others,  but  we  can  display  the  same  love  and  care  as  did  our  Savior.  The  woman  at 
the  well,  the  bhnd  man,  little  children,  and  others  experienced  the  compassion  ot  Jesus.  Mr.  Tom  Malin,  licensed  minister,  helps  us 
get  serious  about  God's  love  tor  humanity.  Room  112 

CPR  For  Your  Church — Bringing  renewal  and  vitality  to  your  church  is  the  goal  ot  this  workshop  conducted  by  the  Reverends 
Ashley  Summerlin  and  John  Mark  Windley.  It's  all  about  attitude,  commitment,  and  servanthood.  Room  117 

For  Pastors:  Revitalizing  Your  Personal  Ministry — Call  it  burn-out,  frustration,  over-work,  or  any  other  word,  it  all  comes 
down  to  the  need  ot  re-charging  our  relationship  with  Christ.  The  Reverend  Walt  Tyndall  shares  his  experience  ot  tinding  new 
energy  and  peace  in  his  personal  walk  with  God.  Room  120 

Promoting  Positive  Change  in  Your  Church — Something's  going  on  at  "The  Grove."  The  mother  church  of  the  Western 
Conference  is  producing  servants  tor  the  Kingdom  in  great  numbers.  Why  does  God  call  so  many  people  to  His  service  trom  one 
congregation?  Pastor  Barry  Stallings  has  some  ideas.  Room  130 

The  Lighter  Side  of  Christ — The  duo  ot  Bryant  and  David  Hines  team  up  to  give  us  a  look  into  a  side  ot  Jesus  that  so  many 
people  retuse  to  accept.  Did  He  ever  relax  and  have  fun?  Did  His  journey  to  the  Cross  ever  produce  a  smile?  Room  131 

Audio  and  Video  Recording  Your  Worship  Service — Don  Flowers  and  Justin  Smith  share  their  knowledge  in  an  area  of 
church  ministry  that  has  become  almost  a  necessity.  Emphasis  will  be  on  the  use  of  proper  equipment  and  its  placement  within  the 
church.  Room  132 

The  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministry — Dr.  Burkette  Raper  discusses  how,  through  a  professionally  managed  endowment, 
support  ot  your  church  and  its  ministries  can  continue  even  beyond  your  lifetime.  Room  105  (Bailey  Conference  Room) 

CCCC:  Clergy,  Church,  Conference,  Convention — Members  ot  the  Convention  Executive  Committee  will  discuss  the  ties 
that  bind  our  denomination  together.  What  is  really  meant  by  congregational/connectional  government?  As  an  individual  church 
member,  where  do  I  tit  in  the  scope  of  church  polity?  Southern  Bank  Auditorium 

Recognizing  and  Using  our  Gifts  in  the  Service  of  God's  Kingdom — ^We  hold  that  all  believers  are  ministers  (servants)  of 
the  Gospel  and  that  they  are  gitted  by  the  Spirit  to  pertorm  some  work  that  is  needed  to  carry  out  the  mission  of  the  church.  The 
Reverends  Michael  Bryan  and  Josh  Whitfield  discuss  the  greatest  of  all  gifts  is  love,  which  is  meant  to  be  expressed  in  service  to 
others.  Room — TBA 


Pew-To-Pew 
Meetings  Planned 

During  the  months  of  April  and  May  several  meetings  are  being  planned  to  discuss  a 
resolution  presented  at  the  Western  Conference  in  October,  2010.  This  resolution  was  tabled 
until  our  next  meeting  of  the  Western  Conference  in  October,  20 11.  The  resolution  that  was 
presented  is: 


"Whereas  Aloiint  Olive  College  has  consistently  practiced  policies  and  taught  unscriptiiral  theories 
and  ideas  (evolution),  and  has  allowed  those  who  sell  alcohol  to  sit  on  their  Board,  and  has  accepted 
Junds  jroni  breweries  and  become  partners  with  them  through  their  support,  and  whereas  the  college  has 
now  hired  a  woman  to  be  the  campus  pastor/chaplain,  and  whereas  Jour  conjerences  have  now  begun  to 
license  and/or  ordain  women. 

Be  it  known  that  the  ]lestern  Conference  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  withdraws  from  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  until  such  time  as  these  matters  are  addressed  and  resolved  to 
the  sati faction  of  the  churches  of  the  Western  Conference  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists." 


I  These  meetings  are  being  planned  predominantly  by  concerned  ministers  and  lay  people  of 

I  the  Western  Conference  and  a  few  from  other  conferences  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 

I  Denomination.  (A  committee  list  can  be  found  below.)  The  focus  of  these  meetings  will  be  to 

I  allow  representatives  from  Mount  Olive  College  to  speak  to  the  issues  raised  in  the  first  part  of 

I  the  resolution  and  to  allow  others  lo  address  "who  we  are  as  Original  Free  Will  Baptists"  and 

how  our  history  and  government  aids  in  an  interpretation  of  the  ordination  of  women. 

All  lay  people  and  ministers  are  encouraged  to  attend  any  one  or  all  of  these  meetings. 
They  are  designed  to  provide  information  so  that  the  delegates  and  ministers  of  the  Western 
Conference  may  make  an  informed  vote  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  conference. 


The  dates  and  places  where  these  meetings  will  be  held  are: 

April  1 1,  201 1  —  Micro  OFWB  @  7:30  p.m. 
April  18,  201 1        Spring  Hill  OFWB  @  7:30  p.m. 

April  25,  2011  ™  Kenly  OFWB  @  7:30  p.m. 
May  2,  201 1  ™  Milbournie  OFWB  @  7:30  p.m. 
May  9,  201 1  —  Little  Rock  OFWB  @  7:30  p.m. 


Committee 

Al  Warrick,  John  R.  Watson  (Rick),  Ronnie  Hobgood,  Neal  Cox,  Don  Lassiter, 

Gary  Bailey,  Joe  Rollins,  John  Williams,  Arlinda  Williams,  John  Hill, 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  Michael  Pelt,  Jean  Ackiss,  De  Wayne  Eakes,  Miriam  Lamm 
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General  Youth  Conference 


July  18-23,  2011 
Bryant  Mines,  Jr.,  Director 

The  greatest  camping  experience  for  the  summer  of  201 1  is  right  here  with  General  Youth  Conference! 
It's  designed  for  kids  who  have  completed  the  third  grade  through  high  school. 


And  NEW  for  2011... 
A  &VC  Offering  for  COLLEGE  STUDENTS!!! 

That's  right...your  own  private  bus,  new  lodge  accommodations,  leave  on  Sunday 
for  an  extra  day  on  the  mountain,  and  a  week  specifically  designed  for  you. 

Sound  GREAT?  You  bet  it  is.  But  you'd  better  hurry... 
space  is  limited  to  the  first  35  applications. 


The  cost  of  camp  is  $325  per  camper  which  includes  transportation,  food,  and  lodging  at  Cragmont.  daily 
snacks,  group  picture,  activity  fee,  T-shirt,  and  our  off  campus  trips  which  include  The  Fun  Depot  and  our  trip  to 
Carowinds. 

Please  complete  the  registradon  form  below  and  return  it  no  later  than  June  1  with  a  $150  deposit.  Please  Note: 
A  deposit  MUST  accompany  this  form.  NO  FORM  will  be  registered  without  a  deposit — no  exceptions.  If  your 
church  pays  for  camp — they  need  to  send  a  registration  check.  The  $175  balance,  room  request  form,  and  medical 
form  (to  be  sent  after  registradon)  will  be  due  by  July  1.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  General  Youth 
Conference.  Please  note:  the  $150  deposit  is  NON-refundable  after  June  25,  201 1 .  Don't  wait!  This  GREAT  week 
of  camp  will  fill  up  fast! 

For  further  information,  call  Bryant  Mines  at  (252)  799-1826  [w]  or  (252)  792-5745  [h] 


Mail  your  registrations  and  deposits  to: 

GVC,  c/o  Bryant  Mines,  Jr. 

7946  Bear  Grass  Road  •  Robersonville,  NC  27871 


Name 


Mailing  Address; 
City/State/Zip:. 
Telephone:  ( 


) 


College  Year  Completed: 


T-Shirt  Size:  (youth  sizes)  Med 


(adult  sizes)  Med 


E-mail  address: 
Church  Name; 


Parents/Guardians: 


Gender; 


Grade  Completed  (June  2011); 


adult  small 
X-Lg  


Age: 
Age: 


XX-Lg 


.City; 


(Feel  free  to  make  copies  for  your  friends  and  other  church  youth!!) 
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NC  FOUNDATION  FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

619  W.  Main  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  919.658.3855  •  wraper@moc.edu 


Crisis  In  Ministry 

By  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President,  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 


Without  question,  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are  in  a  crisis 
regarding  the  availability  of  pastors  who  are  equipped  and 
dedicated  to  providing  the  leadership  and  services  our  churches 
need  and  deserve. 

A  recent  report  from  the  Convention  Headquarters  in  Ayden 
listed  29  churches  that  are  in  search  of  pastors.  That  number  is 
approxiatemly  fifteen  percent  (15%)  of  the  churches  reporting 
annually  to  The  Convention.  The  problem,  however,  is  more 
than  the  number  of  churches  without  pastors.  Although  the 
population  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  is  growing  rapidly, 
the  overall  membership  of  our  churches  is  declining.  We  have 
very  few  churches  in  the  population  centers  of  our  state.  There 
are  now  more  people  in  prison  in  North  Carolina  than  there  are 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

Our  church  had  its  beginning  in  rural  eastern  North  Carolina 
in  1727,  and  our  membership  remained  primarily  engaged  in 
farming  and  related  agricultural  enterprises  through  World  War 
II.  The  education  level  of  our  ministers  and  laity  was  about  the 
same,  and  during  these  years  new  churches  were  organized  and 
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membership  in  local  churches  increased.  The  past  half  century, 
however,  has  witnessed  a  significant  change.  Even  in  rural 
communities,  a  small  percentage  of  our  membership  is  directly 
engaged  in  farming — probably  less  than  five  percent  (5%). 

As  our  young  people  have  left  the  farm,  it  has  become 
increasingly  necessary  that  they  attain  higher  education  in  order 
to  find  employment  in  business,  in  the  professions,  and  in  services 
to  local,  state  and  federal  government.  On  the  whole,  however, 
the  education  of  our  ordained  ministers  has  not  kept  pace  with 
the  education  of  our  lay  leadership,  and  therein  lies  a  major  threat 
to  the  future  of  our  church. 

Our  Vision  for  the  Future 

Over  time,  churches  tend  to  become  like  their  pastors. 
Eventually,  the  pew  settles  at  the  level  of  the  pulpit.  To  raise  the 
horizon  for  the  future  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  we  must  raise 
the  vision  and  horizon  of  our  ministry.  To  address  this  urgent 
need  is  a  major  objective  of  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for 
Christian  Ministries. 


At  the  undergraduate  level,  The 
Foundation  has  an  affinity  relationship 
with  Mount  Olive  College  to  help  remove 
the  financial  harrier  {or  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  who  wish  to  prepare  for 
excellence  in  Christian  ministry.  For  those 
who  are  willing  to  pursue  graduate  studies 
in  accredited  divinity  and  theological 
schools.  The  Foundation  has  established 
an  affinity  relationship  with  Campbell 
University  Divinity  School  with  the  goal 


of  enabling  students  to  graduate  without 
tuition  indebtedness.  In  summary,  our  goal 
is  to  help  make  inadequate  preparation  tor 
the  ministry  a  choice  and  not  a  necessity. 

To  fulfill  this  vision.  The  Foundation  has 
established  The  Shepherd's  Scholarship 
Fund  for  Christian  Ministry.  The  Fund 
is  composed  of  gifts  trom  churches, 
auxiliaries,  individuals,  and  church- 
related  organizations,  plus  income  from 
endowments  for  this  purpose. 


Since  the  Woman's  AuxiliaryConvention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  has  long 
had  the  education  of  ministers  as  one  of 
its  major  objectives,  it  seemed  appropriate 
that  The  Foundation  and  the  Auxiliary 
Convention  enter  a  cooperative  effort 
in  this  work.  At  its  January  meeting,  the 
Executive  Committee  of  The  Convention 
endorsed  the  Shepherd's  Fund  and  voted 
unanimously  to  recommend  it  to  district 
conventions  and  local  auxiliaries. 


The  Shepherd's  Fund — Scholarships  for  Christian  Ministry 

•  From  the  beginning,  a  major  concern  ot  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  has  been  the  education  of  ministers. 

•  Now,  through  the  creation  of  the  Shepherd's  Fund,  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  tor  Christian  Ministries  has  joined 
with  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  in  helping  to  remove  the  financial  barrier  to  an  education  for  those  called  to  pastoral 
services,  youth  ministry,  church  music.  Christian  education,  missions,  and  other  church-related  work. 

•  Since  2006,  the  Shepherd's  Fund  has  provided  more  than  $100,000  in  scholarships  for  27  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
students  who  are  preparing  for  excellence  in  Christian  ministry  at  nine  academically  accredited  institutions  of  Christian 
higher  education,  including  Mount  Olive  College  and  Campbell  University  Divinity  School. 

•  Gifts  to  The  Shepherd's  Fund  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  (state,  district,  and  local  auxiliaries)  will  help  The  Foundation 
provide  scholarships  tor  the  growing  number  of  persons  who  are  being  called  to  Christian  ministry. 


For  more  Information,  contact: 

Mrs.  Jean  Averette,  President  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 

Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  NC  Foundation  tor  Christian  Ministries 

2743  Chinquapin  Road  619  West  Main  Street 

Farmville,NC  27828  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 

Phone:  (252)  753-9054  Phone:  (919)  658-3855 


Womans  Auxiliary 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

The  Eighty-Fourth  Annual  Session 
May  12,  201 1 

Hosted  by  the  Eastern  District  Womans  Auxiliary 
Held  at  Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


Registration  at  8:15  A.M.  at  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 
Program  and  Directions  will  follow  in  the  May  Edition 
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North  Carolina  Foundation 
FOR  Christian  Ministries 

Building  a  Foundation  for  the  Future  of  Original  Fre^  Will  Baptists 

Sixth  Annual  Meeting 

Tuesday,  May  10,  2011  at  7  p.m. 

LaGrange  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  LaGrange,  NC 

New  Fellowship  Hall 
Highway  903  North  (inside  the  city  limits) 

Welcome — Be  Our  Guest 


La  Grange  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  extends 
a  cordial  invitation  to  all  friends  of  The  Foundation 
to  attend  its  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  on  May  10.  The 
congregation  of  La  Grange  First  Church  is  excited 
about  hosting  this  important  ministry. 

The  Church  will  be  serving  the  meal  and  the  Chancel 
Choir  will  present  the  Gospel  message  through 
music.  Your  heart  will  be  greatly  touched  by  the 
inspiring  music  of  the  choir,  directed  by  Marian 
Kennedy.  It  will  be  an  evening  to  remember. 

La  Grange  First  Church  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
The  Foundation  and  we  encourage  other  churches 
and  individuals  to  expand  their  outreach  through 
the  work  of  this  ministry. 


The  Reverend 
Ronnie  V.  Hobgood, 
Pastor 


For  Advanced  Reservations,  Please  Contact:  \ 
North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 

U.  S.  Mail:  61 9  West  Main  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 

Phone:  (91 9)  658-3855  or  (91 9)  658-5250  ' 

e-mail:  wraper@moc.edu 


WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 


2011  Cragmont  Woman's  Retreat  (s) 
Registration  Form 

Please  complete  ONE  form  per  person  (make  copies  as  needed)  and  mail  with  $  20  non-refundable 
registration  fee  to:  Joan  H.  Little  •  7063  Stantonsburg  Road  •  Farmville,  NC  27828 
(Make  all  checks  payable  to  Cragmont  Woman's  Retreat) 


Name: 


Address: 


Phone:    Church: 


Emergency  Contact:   Phone  #: 


PLEASE  MARK  ALL  ITEMS  BELOW  WHICH  APPLY  TO  YOU. 
ROOMS  WILL  BE  ASSIGNED  IN  ORDER  OF  REGISTRATION  RECEIVED. 

I  NEED  a  downstairs  room  due  to  MEDICAL  reasons  (Limited  Availability). 


Roommates  desired: 


Lodging  request:    Main  Building  (2-4  per  room)    Upstairs    Downstairs 

  Lodge  (3-4  per  room) 

  Motel  (2-4  per  room)    Hollifield  House  (6-8) 

  Girls  Dorm    Boys  Dorm    Floyd  House  (8) 

CHECK  Retreat  for  which  you  are  registering.  You  may  register  for  more  than  one. 

□  April  29-May  1:  Morning  Star  Retreat.    Speaker:  Kathy  Hayes 

$20  registration  fee  should  be  enclosed.  ($75  Balance  Due  upon  arrival.) 

□  June  8-11:  Dayspring  Retreat.    Speaker:  Sandy  Ellis 

$20  registration  fee  should  be  enclosed.  ($85  Balance  Due  upon  arrival.) 
Day  Spring  Retreat  also  welcomes  couples  and  families. 

□  July  31-August  5:  Cornerstone  Retreat.    Speaker:  Linda  Herring 

$20  registration  fee  should  be  enclosed.  ($120  Balance  Due  upon  arrival.) 
_  I  plan  to  ride  the  bus.  Travel  Day  will  be  on  Sunday  A.M.  (Bus— $55). 
  I  plan  to  go  on  side  trip  to  Pigeon  Forge. 

$30  nonrefundable  deposit  should  be  enclosed  for  side  trip. 

There  will  be  2  afternoon  trips  to  Asheville.  ($10  each)  No  deposit  required. 

□  September  9-11:  Emmanuel  Retreat.    Speaker:  Sharlene  Howell 

$20  registration  fee  should  be  enclosed  ($75  Balance  Due  upon  arrival.) 

All  Retreats  are  open  to  all  women  regardless  of  membership  or  age. 
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Awesome,  just  awesome!  That's  how  I  descrihe  my  God!  He  has 
blessed  this  ministry  again  and  again.  We  have  a  full  schedule  tor 
the  year.  That  is  a  blessing  in  itself.  If  you  would  like  to  come  for 
a  retreat,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  and  check  on  an  available 
date,  hut  do  it  early  iti  the  year.  The  camp 'is  booked  through 
Thanksgiving  of  this  year  with  only  a  few  dfites  remaining.  Ot 
course,  this  means  we'll  he  busy  around  here,  but  that's  good.  It's 
been  a  long,  quiet  winter!  I'm  ready  for  the  kids  and  some  noise! 

Some  have  responded  to  the  information  packages  that  were 
mailed  out  in  February.  At  the  time  of  this  writing,  I  had  received 
about  10  responses  out  of  60  that  were  sent  out.  There  ha\'e 
been  many  questions  and  I  hope  we  ha\'e  sufficiently  answered 
all  of  them.  We  ha\'e  e\'en  come  up  with  solutions  or  options 
for  some.  Remember,  if  you  ha\'e  a  question,  call  me!  That's  the 
only  way  we  can  address  it  and  come  up  with  an  answer.  It  is  no 
small  task  to  make  difficult  decisions  that  affect  lots  of  people. 
I  personally  feel  that  the  Camp  Vandemere  Board  of  Directors 
does  a  wonderful  job.  And  no,  that  doesn't  mean  that  we  will 
please  e\'eryone.  Ncine  of  us,  if  we  are  truthful,  likes  change.  We 
get  used  to  doing  things  a  certain  way  and  we  are  comfortable. 
The  results  of  the  changes  we  ha\'e  made  this  year  will  surely  be 
realized  soon  and  will  set  the  stage  for  an  awesome  future  for  the 
camp.  We  are  quickly  coming  to  the  point  of  ha\'ing  e\'ents  here 
year  round.  More  and  more  new  groups  are  calling  to  schedule 


e\'ents.  The  atmosphere  is  wonderful  and  people  enjoy  their 
time  here.  We  strongly  encourage  everyone  to  schedule  different 
things,  such  as  father/son,  mother/daughter,  leadership,  and  other 
types  of  retreats  here  at  the  camp.  1  ha\'e  already  scheduled  three 
o{  these  type  events  this  year.  Yes,  the  camp  is  truly  growing  and 
will  continue  to  do  so  because  God  is  in  it.  We  strive  to  keep  Him 
first  in  every  decision  we  make  concerning  The  Camp. 

As  I  mentioned  in  the  above  paragraph  something  about 
packages  that  were  mailed  out.  These  packages  were  mailed  to 
groups  that  had  dates  scheduled  at  The  Camp  for  this  coming 
year  or  either  had  been  last  year.  If  you  didn't  recei\'e  this 
information,  please  contact  me  if  you  have  an  event  scheduled 
this  year,  or  if  you  just  want  to  read  this  information,  it  is  all 
posted  on  our  web  site:  <http://camp\  andemereinc.org>.  There 
is  lots  of  information  on  our  web  page! 

I  have  included  something  a  little  different  this  month:  a 
crossword  pu::le.  All  of  the  words  in  the  puz:le  pertain  to  the 
coming  summer  camp  season.  I  hope  you  enjoy  it  and  remember, 
keep  your  camp  ministry  always  in  your  prayers! 

God  bless, 

Rick  Price , 

Executive  Director,  Camp  Vandemere,  Inc. 
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Camp  Vandemere  Word  Puzzle 


Clues 

Across: 

1 .  What  we  catch  on  the  pier 

2.  Who  is  in  control  i 

3.  Our  name  (no  space  between  words) 

4.  A  sentence  in  the  Bible 

5.  What  we  have  to  wear  water  shoes  on 

6.  What  we  shoot  with  bows  and  arrows 

7.  One  of  our  new  activities 

8.  Campers  play  with  some  form  of  this  in  many  areas 

9.  Campers  take  part  in  this  every  day 

10.  Directors,  remember,  your  efforts  won't  be  in  


Down: 

1 1 .  What  we  have  during  the  summer 

12.  Seems  like  just  when  we  were  here 

13.  What  we  serve  for  meals 

14.  And  this 

1 5.  We  have  to  get  up  at  summer  camp 

16.  God  is  

17.  Adam  and  


18.  We  have  these  on  the  weekend 

1 9.  The  pool  is  full  of  

20.  The  campers  are  

21 .  God  really  does  about  us 

22.  We  should  give  Him  the  


Answers 
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COMMUNITY  CONNECTION 


News  From  First  Church,  Tarboro 


The  First  Church  ot  Tarboro  has 
concluded  its  sixth  season  ot  Upward 
Basketball  and  Cheerleading.  There 
were  two  games  per  hour  each  Saturday 
starting  at  9  a.m.  and  ending  at  4  p.m. 
The  league  consisted  of  26  basketball 
teams  and  six  cheerleading  teams  or 
approximately  200  boys  and  girls  from 
kindergarten  through  sixth  grade.  Teams 
practiced  once  a  week  and  the  coaches 
conducted  devotions  midway  of  each 
practice  and  there  was  a  devotion  at 
half-time  of  each  of  Saturday's  games. 

The  church  is  the  league  sponsor  but 
receives  help  from  other  local  churches 
in  the  area  of  devotions,  players, 
coaches,  referees,  and  the  promotion  of 


events.  The  current  season  ended  with 
the  Annual  League  Awards  night  held 
at  the  Keihin  Auditorium  of  Edgecombe 
Community  on  Monday  night,  February 
28.  Freddie  Pierce,  well  known  comedian 
and  religious  speaker,  was  the  featured 
speaker. 

The  church  has  been  blessed  in  many 
ways  through  this  ministry.  Upward 
offers  the  opportunity  to  reach  out  to 
not  only  the  children  involved,  but  to 
their  parents,  their  friends,  and  to  their 
extended  families.  The  league  this  year 
was  under  the  direction  ot  Youth  Pastor, 
Dale  Belvin.  The  church  Pastor  is 
Stanley  Buck  Jr.  The  church  is  located 
at  3150  Western  Blvd. 


OR' 

Sunday  School  Month 
at  Little  Creek 

Little  Creek  Church  celebratecl  Sunday  School  Month 
in  February  with  a  variety  of  activities.  Each  Sunday, 
attendees  could  guess  the  number  of  hearts  in  a  decorative 
glass  container.  Members  drew  the  name  of  a  secret 
valentine  and  remembered  him/her  with  a  small  gift  each 
Sunday.  The  Layman's  League  served  a  full  breakfast  on 
the  last  Sunday.  Then  Jeff  and  Gloria  Emmerich  from 
the  Rocky  biock  Playhouse  (Live  Musical  Theatre)  in 
Washington  cJelivered  the  morning  message  in  song, 
humor,  and  testimony. 


What  Does  Blended  Fellowship  Mean  To  Me? 

I  came  to  Blended  Fellowship  in  2005  too  very  broken  and  feeling  very  unworthy  of  anything 
good.  Through  a  life  of  being  beat  down,  thrown  away,  told  I'd  never  amount  to  anything  or  be 
anything  good.  I  was  saved  and  baptized  at  14,  but  never  knowing  a  personal  relationship  with 
Christ.  I  wandered  in  the  wilderness  searching  a  place  I  could  belong,  was  turned  away  a  lot 
of  the  time  for  never  having  enough  to  give  and  felt  I  had  nothing  to  offer.  At  51,  I  gave  up, 
quit  fighting,  lost  all  hope.  BUT  my  loving  Savior  reached  down  and  pulled  me  out  of  the  miry  pit 
through  loving  friends.  They  brought  me  to  Blended  Fellowship  and  I  felt  more  love,  acceptance, 
unconditional  love  than  I  had  ever  felt  or  experienced  in  my  life.  Blended  Fellowship  has  become 
my  lifeline  to  Christ  and  a  better  life.  I  am  not  where  I  want  to  be  in  Christ,  but  I'm  better  than 
where  I  was.  I  love  Blended  Fellowship. 

—  By  Donna  Howell,  Blended  Fellowship  Member  — 
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Arleta  Relyea  and  Faye  M.  Holhnnai-i  workm<^  on  the  ramhnv  pastel 
fan  patterned  quilt. 


Quilting  Raises  Money 
for  Prayer  Shawl  Ministry 

BY  DIANNE  MCKEEL  MORRIS 

Some  ot  the  members  ot  Howell  Swamp  Church  Prayer  Shawl 
Ministry  have  expanded  their  talents  into  quilting.  One  of  our 
members,  Linda  Walston,  had  a  quilt  top  that  her  mother-in-law 
had  made  years  ago  but  had  never  completed.  Linda  offered  the 
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  a  donation  of  $315  to  complete  the  quilt. 

For  two  weeks,  Arleta  Relyea,  Dianne  Morris,  Hortense 
Beaman,  and  Boone  Gay  took  turns  going  to  the  home  of  Faye 
M.  Holloman  and  joining  her  for  several  hours  in  the  afternoon 
to  quilt.  A  quilting  frame  was  set  up  in  Faye's  den.  The  ladies 
worked  really  hard  to  complete  the  quilt  in  record  time. 

The  completeci  quilt  was  presented  to  Linda  at  the  regular 
Woman's  Auxiliary  meeting  in  February.  She  was  thrilled  with 
the  finished  cjuilt. 

The  ladies  that  worked  on  the  quilt  enjoyed  the  fellowship 
and  the  knowledge  that  their  efforts  were  being  rewarded  with  a 
donation  that  would  help  purchase  materials  to  further  our  Prayer 
Shawl  Ministry. 


Faye  M.  Hulluman,  Arleta  Relyea,  Dianne  Morris,  Boone  Gay,  and 
Hortense  Beaman  presenting  the  finished  quilt  during  the  auxiliary 
meeting. 


Cape  Fear  Conference  Honors  Its  Oldest  Member 


Mrs,  Merle  Stephenson  and  her  pastor,  Tim  Heath,  as  he 
presents  a  plaque  on  belxalf  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference. 


The  Cape  Fear  Conference  voted  in  its  last  sitting  to  honor 
Ms.  Merle  Stephenson,  who  is  104  years  old,  by  placing  her 
name  on  the  Wall  of  Hont^r  at  The  Headcjuarters.  Ms.  Merle 
served  as  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  clerk  for  many  years  in 
the  1950s  and  1960s. 

She  has  been  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  all  ot  her  lite 
and  recalls  many  historic  events  throughout  her  years  as  a 
faithful  member  of  Johnston  Union  Church  in  Smithfield. 
It  is  believed  that  Ms.  Merle  is  the  oldest  living  member  of 
our  denomination.  Congratulations  Ms.  Merle  Stephenson 
and  thank  you  for  your  years  of  dedication  and  service.  If  you 
would  like  to  send  Ms.  Merle  a  card,  you  can  address  it  to: 

Ms.  Merle  Stephenson 

c/o  Smithtield  Manor 

P.O.  Box  1940 
Smithtield,  NC  27577 
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Please  join  us  for  the  S*""  Annual 

Paper  and  Cleaning  Products  Drive 

Friday,  July  15,  at  7:15  p.m. 

Fireworks  Night! 

Paper  and  Cleaning  products  will  be  collected  at  the  gates  to  benefit 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  in  Middlesex,  NC 


Our  Layman's  League  has  joined  once  again  with  the  Carolina  Mudcats  to  promote  a  day  to  help  the  Children's 
Home.  On  July  1 5,  the  Mudcats  are  going  to  have  bins  set  up  at  the  entrances  of  their  stadium  for  people  to 
bring  paper/cleaning  products  for  the  Children's  Home.  This  is  a  great  opportunity  for  your  church,  Layman's 
Leagues,  Woman's  Auxiliaries,  and  youth  groups  to  begin,  even  now,  to  collect  paper/cleaning  products  and 
bring  them  to  Tri-County  Stadium  on  that  day.  There  is  a  discount  for  tickets  purchased  in  bulk  and  would  make 
a  great  day  of  ministry  and  fun. 

Campus  Needs 

Paper  towels,  toilet  paper,  all  types  of  cleaning  supplies,  Lysol,  Pine-sol,  and  lemon  cleaners.  Pledge,  and 
whatever  cleans  good  (No  Glass  Cleaner),  laundry  detergent,  bleach,  dish  detergent,  (personal  hygiene  items) 
antiperspirant  (boys  and  girls),  body  lotions,  bath  powder,  shampoo,  twin  size  comforters,  sheet  sets,  blankets, 
33  gallon  or  larger  trash  receptacles,  trash  bags  (33  gallon  or  larger),  kitchen  towels,  and  dish  cloths 

All  Church  groups  registered  in  advance  will  receive:  $6  Box  Seat  Special  (regular  price — $10) 

To  receive  this  special  discount,  all  tickets  must  be  paid  for  by  July  8.  Discount  not  available  at  the  gate.  Tickets 
will  be  mailed  within  10  days  prior  to  the  game.  Paper  Products  will  be  dropped  off  at  the  stadium. 


Paper  and  Cleaning  products  Drive  Questions? 
Call  Bill  Doane 
252-753-3717 


Mudcats  Questions? 
Call  Joshua  Bridges 
919-269-2287 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 

WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU  HAVE: 

a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate  copies, 
missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  problems,  or 
you  want  to  renew  or  cancel  a  subscription.  You  may 
contact  us  by  e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or 
by  phone  at  (252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


Request  from  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 


In  the  past,  efforts  have  been  made  to  collect  obituaries  of  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  for  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection.  Because  of  the  interest  in  genealogical  research,  the  Collection  has 
enlarged  its  emphasis  by  adding  obituaries  of  Free  Will  Baptist  laypersons. 

"By  far  the  largest  volumes  of  inquiries  we  receive  (and  we  receive  many)  deal  directly  with  genealogy," 
says  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator  of  the  Collection.  "We  try  to  scan  newspapers  and  other  news  media  for 
death  notices,  but  certainly  we  do  not  always  see  the  notices  of  such  of  all  Free  Will  Baptists.  It  would  be 
helpful  if  family  members  and  friends  of  deceased  Free  Will  Baptists  would  clip  the  obituaries  and  send 
to  us  or  send  them  by  email.  This  would  enrich  our  preservation  of  FWB  denominational  history." 

Barefoot  suggests  that  perhaps  each  church  could  have  someone  designated  to  perform  this  work 
but  anyone  wishing  to  help  could  certainly  do  so  whether  designated  or  not.  Anyone  wishing  to  help 
In  this  important  matter  may  mail  notices  to:  FWB  Historical  Collection,  Moye  Library,  Mount  Olive 
College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  or  email  them  directly  to  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator, 
at  <gbarefoot@moc.edu>. 

If  additional  information  is  needed,  contact  Gary  Barefoot  at  (919)  658-7827 

or  at  the  email  address  above. 


Tuesday,  May  17 

•  Minister's  I.M.P.A.C.T.  Banquet 
5:30  P.M.  (Murphy  Center) 

Awards,  Special  Recognitions, 
Fellowship,  a  Great  Meal — and  it'is 
All  FREE! 

•  Wonderful  Ways  to  Worship 
7:30  P.M.  (Kornegay  Arena) 

Experience  a  Variety  of  Ways  to 
Express  Our  Love  for  Christ 


Wednesday,  May  1 8 

(Kornegay  Arena) 

•  Business  Session  Begins 

•  Special  Historical  Presentation 
with  Dr.  Burkette  Raper 

•  Afternoon  Learning  Workshops 

•  Sunday  School  Banquet 

•  Mission  Rally  hosted  by 
Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 


Thursday,  May  19 

(Kornegay  Arena) 

•  Business  Session  Continues 

•  Major  Ministry  Reports 

•  Morning  Worship  with  the 
"T-Reverend  Kelly  Smart  speaking 

•  Special  Celebration 
Announcements 


The  99*''  Annual  Session 
of  the 

Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Convent! 

May  17-19,  2011 

on  the  Campus  of  Mount  Olive  College 


Working  for  gocfWitH  'Em)V(RJi!N'OE 

And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for  in  due  season 
we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not  (Galatians  6:9). 
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Children's  Home  Month 


The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Monthly  Planner 

This  is  a  calendar  of  major  denominational  events.  Also  included  are  some  regular  holidays  and  special  days/seasons  of  the  Christian  year. 


SUNDAY 

MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

1 

2 

National 
Teacher's 
Day 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

Mother's 
Day 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Nurse's 
Day 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Armed 
Forces 
Day 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Memorial 
Day 

31 

'i 
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Coming  Soon: 

Dayspring  Retreat:  June  8-1 1 
Cornerstone:  July  31-August  5 
Emmanuel:  September  9-1 1 

Central  District  Auxiliary  Convention  (Fall):  Saturday,  September  24 
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REFLECTIONS 


with  C.  H.  Overman 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  DAY 


The  second  Sunday  in  May  each  year  is  a  very  special 
day.  For  those  whose  mother  is  deceased  it  is  a  day  of 
fond  remembrances.  For  those  whose  mother  is  living 
it  is  a  day  to  honor  her. 

In  its  present  form,  Mother's  Day  was  established  by 
Anna  Marie  Jarvis  following  the  death  of  her  mother,  on 
May  9, 1905,  with  the  help  ot  a  Philadelphia  merchant, 
John  Wanamaker.  The  first  official  service  was  held  on 
May  10,  1908,  in  the  Andrew's  Methodist  Church  in 
Gratton,  West  Virginia.  However,  it  was  not  until  May 
9,  1918,  that  Congress  passed  a  law  designating  the 
second  Sunday  in  May  as  Mother's  Day.  Carnations 
are  the  recognized  flower  for  Mother's  Day  since  Anna 
Jarvis  delivered  500  of  them  to  the  first  celebration  in 
1908.  With  the  passing  of  years  other  flowers  have 
found  their  way  into  the  observances. 

The  last  words  spoken  by  our  Lord  as  He  was  dying 
on  the  Cross  were  spoken  in  reference  to  His  mother, 
revealing  His  deep  love  and  concern  tor  her.  "When 
Jesus  therefore  saw  his  mother,  and  the  disciple  standing 
by,  whom  he  loved,  he  saith  unto  his  mother.  Woman, 
behold  thy  son!  Then  saith  he  to  the  disciple.  Behold 
thy  mother!  And  from  that  hour  that  disciple  took  her 
unto  his  own  home"  (John  19:26-27). That  disciple  was 
Jesus' beloved  disciple,  John. 


Many  famous  Americans  have  paid  homage  to  their  mothers. 
Abraham  Lincoln:  "All  I  am  or  can  be  I  owe  to  my  Mother." 

George  Washington:  "My  Mother  was  the  most  beautifiil  woman 
I  ever  saw.  All  I  am  I  owe  to  my  Mother.  I  attribute  all  my  success 
in  life  to  the  moral,  intellectual,  and  physical  education  I  received 
from  her." 

Andrew  Jackson:  "There  never  was  a  woman  like  her.  She  was  gentle 
as  a  dove  and  brave  as  a  lion.  The  memory  of  my  Mother  and  her 
teachings  were,  after  all,  the  only  capital  I  had  to  start  life  with,  and 
on  that  capital  I  have  made  my  way." 

Washington  Irving:  "A  mother  is  the  truest  friend  we  have,  when 
trials,  heavy  and  sudden,  fall  upon  us,  when  adversity  takes  the  place 
of  prosperity,  when  friends  who  rejoice  with  us  in  our  sunshine, 
desert  us  when  troubles  thicken  around  us,  still  v\dll  she  cling  to 
us,  and  endeavor  by  her  kind  precepts  and  counsels  to  dissipate  the 
clouds  of  darkness,  and  cause  peace  to  return  to  our  hearts." 

Final  thought:  why  not  write  your  note  to  your  mother  on  this 
coming  Mother's  Day?  Let  her  know  what  she  has  meant  and  still 
means  to  you. 


C.he/ok/  ^ the/  y[m  ?Wt3  K^W^  WdriiUl 
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God  Uses  Faulty  Men 

God  uses  i 

By  Warren  D.  Hoover 


As  I  study  my  Bible,  I  have  noticed  something  that  appears  to 
be  overlooked  in  many  of  our  churches.  It's  two  simple  facts  that 
make  me  wonder  if  the  oversight  is  responsible  for  the  fact  that  so 
many  OWFB  churches  lack  pastors,  or  even  just  a  man  to  fill  the 
pulpit  while  they  search  for  a  pastor. 

What  is  that  oversight?  It's  the  fact  that  God  uses  faulty  men  and 
God  uses  old  men,  yet  many  of  our  churches  and  pastor  search 
committees  seem  to  only  be  interested  in  young  and  charismatic 
preachers. 

Consider  the  following: 

Abraham  betrayed  his  wife  into  possibly  compromising 
situations  to  save  his  own  skin,  conceived  a  child  by  a  slave  who 
has  been  the  source  of  trouble  in  the  world  ever  since,  and  went  to 
Egypt  in  spite  of  God  leading  him  to  the  Promised  Land.  Yet  God 
called  him  friend  and  used  him  to  found  the  nation  that  brought 
forth  our  Savior.  He  was  over  100  when  Isaac  was  born  and  still 
older  when  he  finally  demonstrated  his  great  faith  by  placing  the 
young  man  on  the  altar. 

Moses  was  a  murderer,  had  a  short  temper,  and  ran  away  from 
the  consequences  of  his  behavior.  Yet  at  the  ripe  young  age  of  80, 
God  called  him  to  lead  a  nation  out  of  captivity  and  receive  the 
law.  Incidentally,  he  also  wrote  the  first  five  books  of  our  Bible, 
and  some  speculate  that  he  wrote  a  sixth  (Job).  He  led  Israel  and 
ministered  the  nation  until  he  was  120. 

David  was  an  adulterer  and  murderer,  yet  God  called  him  a  man 
after  His  own  heart.  He  wrote  over  half  of  the  Psalms,  was  Israel's 
greatest  king,  and  our  Savior  was  called  the  Son  of  David. 

Solomon,  by  his  own  admission,  was  a  wino,  a  woman  chaser, 
and  dabbled  in  idolatry,  yet  God  says  there  was  no  one  wiser  and 
used  him  to  pen  two  Bible  books  and  most  of  a  third. 

Isaiah  referred  to  himself  as  a  "man  of  unclean  lips,"  yet  God 
used  him  to  pen  the  Old  Testament  book  that  has  been  called  the 
Bible  in  miniature. 

Peter  denied  his  Lord,  had  a  vulgar  mouth,  was  arrogant  and 
boastful,  yet  God  used  him  to  preach  the  very  first  sermon  of  the 
infant  church,  which  resulted  in  3,000  souls  saved.  Then  He  used 
him  to  pen  two  New  Testament  epistles. 

Saul  of  Tarsus  was  a  violent  and  bloody  man  who  persecuted  the 
church.  God  renamed  him  Paul  and  made  him  the  Apostle  to  the 
Gentiles.  He  founded  numerous  churches  and  wrote  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  New  Testament. 

John  was  a  "Son  of  Thunder"  who  wanted  to  call  down 
judgment,  yet  became  the  one  Jesus  loved,  wrote  a  Gospel,  three 
epistles,  and  The  Revelation,  all  when  he  was  past  the  age  of  80 
and  may  have  been  in  his  90s. 


The  pattern  continued  long  after  the  Scriptures  were  finished. 
Martin  Luther  was  a  drunkard  and  a  profane  man,  yet  led  the  true 
church  out  of  the  abomination  that  Catholicism  had  become. 

John  Newton  was  a  self-described  libertine  who  commanded  a 
slave  trader  before  God  used  him  .o  write  one  of  our  greatest  and 
best  loved  hymns.  Amazing  Grace. 

Dwight  L.  Moody  was  almost  illiterate  and  butchered  the 
English  language  so  badly  that  he  was  repeatedly  called  a  fool.  His 
response  was  that  he  was  fool  for  Christ  and  his  preaching  brought 
revival  on  two  continents.  In  addition,  he  left  us  one  of  America's 
great  churches,  a  great  Bible  Institute,  and  a  legacy  of  witnessing 
that  continues  to  this  day. 

Billy  Sunday  was  a  carousing  and  drunken  professional  baseball 
player  before  God  made  him  America's  greatest  tent  revival 
preacher. 

And  the  list  goes  on,  but  the  tradition  doesn't.  We  won't  give  it 
a  chance. 

A  Jonathan  Edwards,  John  Wesley,  or  a  Vance  Havner  will  never 
be  seen  in  the  pulpit  of  one  of  our  churches.  They  had  too  many 
faults.  Edwards  read  his  sermons  in  a  dead  flat  monotone.  Wesley's 
sermons  take  over  an  hour  just  to  read.  Vance  Havner  had  no 
formal  education.  None  of  them  would  be  likely  to  hear  a  call 
from  one  of  our  churches. 

Maybe  the  search  committees  need  to  re-think  their  criteria, 
and  maybe  the  congregations  need  to  develop  the  idea  that  God's 
message  is  more  important  than  making  it  to  lunch  on  time.  And 
maybe  some  of  our  older  preachers  need  to  search  the  Scriptures 
and  try  to  locate  God's  retirement  plan.  I've  never  been  able  to 
locate  it. 


Harrell's  Chapel  OFWB  Church, 
Snow  Hill,  NC,  is  seeking  a  full- 
time  pastor.  Resumes  may  be 
sent  to: 

Harreirs  Chapel  Church 

Elmer  Harrell 
1505  Hwy  58  N. 
Snow  Hill,  NC  28580 


3 


Nineteenth  Century  Leaders 

in  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

By  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 


Little  Creek  Church  in  Greene  County  is  our  oldest 
existing  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  organized  by  Joseph 
Parker  around  1756,  the  year  that  he  purchased  land  at  this 
location  and  decided  to  settle  there.  He  had  been  a  pastor  for 
some  years  prior  to  that  date,  but  we  will  not  try  to  give  you 
information  about  his  ministry.  Parker  died  and  was  buried 
around  1791  near  Wheat  Swamp  Church  in  Lenoir  County. 
The  fact  that  William  Parker,  who  had  served  as  pastor  of 
Meherrin  Church  in  what  is  now  Hertford  County  for  a 
number  of  years,  died  in  1793  meant  that  the  leadership  of 
the  denomination  was  passing  on  to  their  reward  and  leaving 
a  legacy  to  others. 

One  of  those  who  would  take  up  the  mantle  of  leadership 
in  the  next  generation  was  James  Roach,  who  would  succeed 
Joseph  Parker  as  pastor  of  Wheat  Swamp  Church  and 
other  churches  in  Dobbs  County  (now  Lenoir  and  Greene 
counties),  including  Little  Creek,  Louson  Swamp,  and 
Bethel  churches.  James  Roach  was  earlier  affiliated  with 
Goose  Creek  Regular  Baptist  Church  in  Craven  County, 
but  then  moved  to  Greene  County  prior  to  1790  and  there 
became  acquainted  with  Joseph  Parker.  It  is  likely  that 
Parker  ordained  him  and  afterwards  he  was  asked  to  serve 
the  churches  that  Parker  had  organized  in  this  area.  Roach's 
leadership  played  an  indispensable  role  in  the  continuation 
of  these  churches  during  a  most  difficult  time. 

Another  important  figure  in  the  early  19th  century  was 
Jesse  Heath.  We  do  not  have  information  concerning  his  birth 
or  his  earliest  years,  but  he  was  ordained  in  1807.  He  must 
have  had  a  better  education  than  most  of  his  contemporaries 
because  he  began  a  correspondence  with  the  editor  of  the 
Morning  Star,  published  by  the  New  England  Freewill 
Baptists,  in  1827.  The  fact  that  his  letters  were  published 
in  that  church  paper  has  resulted  in  our  having  more 
information  about  him  than  we  would  otherwise  have.  In  his 
first  letter  he  stated  that  when  he  first  entered  the  ministry, 
there  were  but  three  ministers  and  five  small  churches.  The 
ministers  would  have  included  James  Roach  and  possibly 
Howell  Hearn,  Josiah  Smith,  and  John  Winfield. 

We  know  that  a  conference  existed  as  early  as  1812  because 
in  that  year  the  conference  appointed  James  Roach  and 
Jesse  Heath  to  revise  the  Confession  of  Faith  of  1660  (See 
appendixes  A  and  B  in  our  Articles  of  Faith)  and  to  add  "a 


proper  code  of  discipline."  Heath's  letters  are  our  best  source 
of  information  about  the  denomination  in  the  early  decades 
of  the  19th  century  before  the  minutes  of  the  conference 
were  preserved  in  Harrison  and  Barfield,  beginning  with  the 
year  1829.  Heath  also  corresponded  with  Elias  Hutchins, 
who  came  to  North  Carolina  to  visit  with  Free  Will  Baptists 
here,  and  later  with  General  Baptists  in  Indiana  who  had 
earlier  organized  churches  and  the  Liberty  Association  of 
General  Baptists.  He  was  clearly  a  leading  minister  in  this 
early  period  of  our  history  and  was  recognized  as  such  by  his 
contemporaries. 

Another  man  who  was  a  prominent  leader  in  his  generation 
was  Elder  James  Moore.  He  was  born  on  March  20,  1793 
in  Edgecombe  County,  that  part  of  the  county  that  was 
made  a  part  of  Wilson  County  when  the  latter  was  formed 
in  1855.  After  his  marriage  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  Greene 
County  where  he  became  a  member  of  Grimsley  Church. 
He  was  called  to  preach  and  was  licensed  by  his  church  in 
1825  and  ordained  in  February  1827.  He  served  as  pastor 
of  the  FWB  Church  at  Hookerton  from  1830  until  1837. 
After  serving  other  pastorates  he  was  chosen  as  pastor  of 
Free  Union  Church  in  Greene  County  in  1843  and  served 
there  for  many  years.  He  was  a  faithful  and  highly  respected 
Free  Will  Baptist  minister  for  53  years.  He  and  Elder  Alfred 
Moore  were  leaders  of  opposing  factions  in  the  controversy 
over  secret  societies  that  led  to  a  division  of  the  conference 
in  1853. 

A  contemporary  of  James  Moore,  Jeremiah  Heath,  was  on 
the  list  of  "the  most  useful  ministers"  in  Jesse  Heath's  letter 
to  the  editor  of  the  Morning  Star  in  1827.  He  was  a  leading 
minister  in  the  Bethel  Conference  until  1839  when  he  was 
confronted  with  a  growing  shift  among  some  ministers 
toward  the  views  of  Thomas  Campbell,  who  had  visited 
eastern  North  Carolina  in  1833-34.  Perceiving  that  the 
conference  was  about  to  lose  its  Free  Will  Baptist  identity, 
he  "moved  that  a  demand  be  made  that  all  the  ministers 
confess  that  they  will  preach  the  doctrines  and  support  the 
principles  of  Free  Will  Baptists  and  that  this  confession  and 
pledge  be  inserted  in  the  minutes."  His  motion  was  defeated 
and  he  therefore  asked  that  his  name  be  dropped  from  the 
list  of  ministers  in  the  conference.  Later  he  played 

article  continued  on  page  33 


^   J  ^      \   v^'  with  Celia  Hales 

WHERE  DO  WE  FEEL  CLOSEST  TO  GOD? 


In  what  place  do  we  best  worship  our  Creator?  Do  we 
need  a  small,  intimate  church  having  pews  filled  with  the 
history  of  our  family?  Do  we  need  solitude,  an  isolated  place 
for  prayer,  or  a  favorite  niche  in  our  home?  Do  we  need 
a  grand  cathedral,  Gothic  even,  with  magnificent  stained 
glass  windows  surrounded  by  strangers  as  we  seek  God 
vertically  rather  than  horizontally?  Or  are  all  these  places 
appropriate  at  different  times  in  our  lives,  as  we  progress 
spiritually  along  life's  pathway? 

As  I  ponder  the  past  this  month,  I  am  aware  that  the 
three  examples  given  above  have  all  seemed  my  best  way  to 
reach  toward  God  at  different  points  in  my  life. 

Worshiping  in  a  church  filled  with  family  meaning  came 
about  most  vividly  for  me  when  I  was  27.  I  was  in  library 
school  at  East  Carolina  University,  just  10  miles  away  from 
my  beloved  grandparents,  Ed  and  Anna  Hill,  and  my  great- 
grandmother,  Celia  Garris.  The  church,  our  church,  was 
the  Ayden  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  My  family  sat  every 
Sunday  in  the  pew  to  the  right  of  the  sanctuary  that  was  just 
beneath  the  stained  glass  window  dedicated  in  memory  of 
my  great-grandfather,  Ed  Garris,  who  died  in  1918.  It  has 
been  too  long  to  recount  the  sermons  that  I  heard  there,  but 
I  have  never  forgotten  the  feeling  of  that  church.  I  knew 
intimately  many  stories  of  this  great-grandfather  I  never 
knew,  for  Celia,  his  widow,  lived  almost  60  years  beyond  his 
death,  and  she  kept  him  alive  for  her  family  in  her  stories. 

I  sought  God  most  often  in  solitude  in  my  home  from 
ages  30  to  33.  During  this  period  I  was  living  alone — first, 
in  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  where  I  was  a  school 
librarian;  and  then  in  Tallahassee,  Florida,  where  I  finished 
my  education  to  become  a  university  reference  librarian. 
While  the  family  stories  had  grounded  me  in  Ayden  just 
a  few  years  previously,  now  I  turned  to  the  J.  B.  Phillips 


Translation  of  the  New  Testament  as  well  as  inspirational 
writers  of  the  day.  I  needed  the  emotional  support  that  this 
reading  gave  me.  That  and  lengthy  prayer  time  gave  me 
solace  to  face  yet  another  challenging  day. 

An  earlier  period  had  found  me  in  the  Gothic  setting 
of  Duke  Chapel  in  Durham,  North  Carolina,  where 
I  was  in  college.  I  had  left  home  at  age  18  to  become  an 
undergraduate  at  Duke  University,  to  arrive  on  a  campus 
where  I  knew  absolutely  nobody,  and  I  was,  in  that  era, 
timid  and  retiring.  Add  to  this  the  truth  that  Duke  is  a  very 
competitive  place,  and  you  have  the  recipe  tor  really  needing 
Sunday  worship.  I  felt  close  to  God  as  I  looked  upward  in 
the  glorious  cathedral,  though  I  knew  none  of  the  other 
people  in  my  pew.  I  felt  the  sheer  beauty  of  a  cathedral 
devoted  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  I  felt  reassured  that  my 
next  week  would  go  well. 

Thus  I  have  found  that  one  does  not  always  need  a  particular 
setting  to  feel  close  to  God,  because  it  is  obvious  that  that 
place  has  differed  for  me  over  the  ages.  Now  my  favorite  place 
is  my  home  study  in  Oxford,  Mississippi,  there  reading  the 
King  James  Version  of  the  Bible  and  inspirational  literature, 
and  writing,  and  being  in  that  place  with  my  husband  Paul. 
The  important  point  is  to  find  God's  "felt  presence"  when  in 
an  attitude  of  worship.  He  does  not  always  let  Himself  be 
known  to  us  in  this  way,  but  the  glorious  sense  of  well  being 
that  comes  when  God  touches  my  heart  keeps  me  going 
for  the  times  that  He  seems  to  depart.  I  have  learned  that 
the  periods  of  his  seeming  departure  are  an  illusion.  He  is 
always  present,  but  He  wants  me  to  commune  with  Him  for 
the  sake  of  companionship  and  not  for  the  warm  feelings 
that  worship  sometimes  affords  us. 

May  each  of  us  find  God  where  He  speaks  to  us  best. 


CHURCH  &  MINISTRY  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 


Pine  Level  FWB  Church  is  seeking  a  Pastor.  Send  resumes  to:  Pine  Level  FWB  Church, 
P.O.  Box  337,  Pine  Level,  NC  27568,  Attn:  Randy  Jones.  Ail  applications  will  be  held 
in  the  strictest  confidence.  For  additional  information:  <randyjones57@gmail.com>  or 
(919)  796-2983. 
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Whaley's  Chapel  Celebrates  125  Years 


The  year  20 1 0  marked  the  125'''  year  since  Whaley's  Chapel 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was  established.  What  a 
wonderful  thing  to  celebrate!  And  celebrate  we  did. 

As  true  Free  Will  Baptists,  our  first  step  was  to  form  a 
committee.  The  committee  was  made  up  from  a  cross  section 
of  ages  to  assure  ownership  in  the  celebration.  Members 
included  Molly  Houston,  Leah  Smolski,  Wendy  Taylor- 
Philyaw,  Jerry  Weston,  Jenean  Kennedy,  Brenda  Best, 
and  Sammie  Swinson.  This  group  met  during  January  and 
February  to  brainstorm  ideas  that  would  keep  the  interest 
level  high  during  the  months  leading  up  to  Homecoming  on 
October  17. 


The  church  history  was  read  in  part  beginning  in  March 
and  continuing  each  month  until  completion.  Committee 
members  and  Pastor  Ronnie  Taylor  took  turns  in  presenting 
detailed  information  on  the  beginning  of  the  church  and  the 
changes  that  came  about,  all  of  which  make  Whaley's  Chapel 
what  it  is  today. 

In  April,  we  honored  our  oldest  church  member,  Mr. 
Walter  Houston.  Mr.  Walter  celebrated  his  98'''  birthday 
in  February  2011.  He  has  served  the  church  in  various 
ways  throughout  his  membership  at  Whaley's  Chapel.  His 
attendance  stands  out  as  an  example  for  us  all.  Even  at  98, 
Mr.  Walter  is  a  faithful  attendee.  If  asked  how  he  is  doing, 
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he  replies,  "Very  well."  We  love  him  clearly  and  wish  all  our 
members  were  as  faithful  as  Mr.  Walter. 

May  brought  Mother's  Day  and  out  came  the  hats  in  honor 
of  the  occasion.  Ladies,  you  were  looking  good!  A  candle  service 
honoring  deacons,  past  and  present,  was  held  during  May,  as 
well.  The  families  of  each  deacon  were  invited  to  participate.  It 
was  a  very  emotional  service. 

June  ushered  in  Father's  Day,  a  time  to  recognize  the  dads 
and  their  role  in  setting  examples  and  ensuring  the  spiritual 
growth  of  the  family.  Duringjune  we  also  honored  Willoughby 
Taylor  as  the  person  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  church  the 
longest.  Various  people  spoke  of  his  faithfulness,  hard  work, 
and  dependability.  He  was  presented  with  a  certificate  and  a 
potted  coUard.  This  seemed  to  fit  his  humorous  personality. 

During  July,  R  &  J  Photography  from  Fountain,  North 
Carolina,  came  to  take  pictures  of  the  church  families.  It  proved 
to  be  fun  and  profitable.  Proceeds  were  applied  to  the  expense 
of  catering  the  Homecoming  meal. 

During  the  year,  pictures  were  collected  from  the  church 
families.  There  were  pictures  horn  the  time  that  Whaley's 
Chapel  was  a  one-room  building  until  the  present.  In 
September,  collages  were  made  and  put  on  display  for  all  to 
enjoy.  This  idea  was  such  a  hit  that  people  asked  tor  them  to 
stay  up  to  be  enjoyed  longer.  The  pictures  are  still  on  display 
and  still  being  enjoyed. 

October  arrived  and  the  excitement  was  growing.  The  RSVPs 
were  in  and  the  church  was  cleaned  and  decorated.  The  big 
day  was  October  17.  No  day  could  have  been  more  beautiful. 
The  sun  was  shining  and  spirits  ran  high.  The  people  started 
arriving.  Some  225  people  filled  the  church.  A  1970s  youth 
choir,  who  called  themselves  T's  Choir,  reassembled  to  sing 
in  honor  of  Evelyn  Taylor,  who  had  worked  with  them  over 
the  years.  Hands  for  Christ,  a  sign  choir,  reassembled,  as  well. 
The  adult  and  youth  choirs  sang.  A  former  member,  Randall 
Taylor,  sang.  Miriam  Bailey,  a  former  member,  honored  us 
with  a  piano  concerto.  The  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser  presented  the 
message.  The  blessings  continued  to  flow. 

McCall's  of  Goldsboro  catered  lunch.  They  did  a  deliciously 
wonderful  job.  The  ladies  of  the  church  furnished  deserts.  They 
had  been  asked  to  prepare  recipes  from  their  mothers  and 
grandmothers.  It  was  a  diabetic's  nightmare  and  a  sweet  tooth's 
dream.  We  reassembled  afiier  lunch  for  a  singspiration. 

The  efforts  that  went  into  the  celebration  were  endless,  but 
so  worth  it.  R  &  J  Photography  snapped  pictures  all  day.  The 
pictures  were  put  on  CD  and  copies  made  lor  the  church 
members  and  guests  who  requested  one.  Abby  Chadwick  made 
a  scrapbook  that  she  plans  to  keep  updated  as  things  happen 
at  Whaley's  Chapel.  God  truly  blessed  all  efforts  that  made 
our  125th  anniversary  of  Whaley's  Chapel  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  a  spirit-filled,  enjoyable  time.  Praise  be  to 
God. 


May  is  Children's  Home  Month 

May  is  designated  as  Children's  Home  month  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination,  with  the  first  Sunday  in  May 
being  designated  as  Children's  Home  Sunday  in  many  churches.  Also  in  May,  we  kick  off  the  Change  for  Children 
Campaign.  This  campaign  should  he  well  underway  throughout  our  denomination. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  has  been  a  place  of  refuge  for  many  children  since  the  doors  first  opened  in 
1920.  We  wish  to  extend  to  each  of  you  our  heartfelt  gratitude  and  thanks  for  remembering  this  childcare  ministry 
through  the  sharing  of  your  spiritual  and  physical  wealth.  Together  we  have  provided  a  place  for  children  and  young 
adults  to  call  Home. 


Campus  Needs  List 


CurtainsA/alances 

Dish  Towels  and  Dish  Cloths 

Cleaning  Supplies 

(Pine  sol,  The  Works,  Clorox  clean-up,  etc.) 
Trash  Bags  (13  gallon  or  larger) 
Trash  Cans  (13  gallon  Kitchen  size  or  larger) 
Copy  Paper 

Telephone  Calling  Cards 


Gift  Cards  for  Restaurants  ($150) 

New  Dishwasher  (call  for  details) 

New  Washing  Machine  (call  for  details) 

New  Commercial  Lawn  Mower  ($10,000) 

Summer  Trip  Sponsor  ($3,500) 

Granite  Benches  for  Heritage  Hall  (call  for  details) 

Paper  Plates,  Napkins,  and  Clips 

Non-perishable  Food  Items 


Since  its  inception  in  1920,  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  has  cared  for  children  who  might 
not  otherwise  have  an  opportunity  to  grow  in  a  calm 
and  nurturing  environment.  During  the  past  year,  we 
expanded  our  ministry  through  a  family  foster  home 
program  and  accomplished  permanence  for  one  child 
who  now  has  a  loving  family  that  plans  to  adopt  him. 
This  is  only  possible  because  of  thoughtful  contributions 
from  our  churches  and  many  Free  Will  Baptist  people 
who  provided  the  resources  for  us  to  begin  this 
program. 

Thousands  of  children  in  North  Carolina  enter  the 
foster  care  system  each  year,  and  all  of  them  have  unique 
backgrounds,  experiences,  personalities,  strengths, 
and  needs.  Some  children  require  extensive  therapy 
for  physical  or  emotional  problems  caused  by  neglect 
and  abuse.  Some  also  require  help  with  undisciplined 
and  delinquent  behaviors.  Most  children  do  not  have 
a  strong  sense  of  belonging  or  self-worth.  All  of  the 
young  people  who  come  to  this  ministry  require  special 
care  and  support. 

The  year  2011  seems  to  be  quickly  passing  by.  Over 
the  past  few  months,  I  have  found  myself  looking  back 
to  days  gone  by.  There  have  been  times  in  my  life  when 
I  have  stepped  up  to  help  people  in  distress,  whether  a 
neighbor  or  friend,  or  supported  organizations  that  help 
others.  So  how  does  this  fit  into  my  helping  children? 
During  the  past  three  years  that  I  have  served  as 
president.  The  Home  has  received  more  calls  than  ever 
before  from  people  who  are  making  very  difficult  family 
decisions.  I  have  witnessed  the  circumstances  that  cause 
children  to  need  placement  outside  their  homes,  away 
from  their  families.  Yes,  there  are  people  who  do  not 
realize  how  much  potential  a  young  person  has,  and 
people  who  do  not  comprehend  that  children  should  be 
given  priority  in  their  lives. 

Several  months  ago  I  took  a  call  from  a  widowed 
grandmother.  Her  grandson  needed  a  place  to  stay 
because  his  mother  was  headed  to  prison  since  she  was 
struggling  with  an  addiction  to  illegal  substances.  The 
grandmother  poured  out  her  heart  as  she  agonized  about 
not  being  able  to  provide  a  home  for  her  grandson.  She 
could  not  work  and  support  herself  and  keep  up  with 
a  thriving  young  boy  at  the  same  time.  One  can  only 
assume  that  their  family  issues  were  at  least  part  of  the 
reason  he  found  his  way  into  foster  care.  Although  this 
child  did  not  come  to  the  Children's  Home,  his  story  is 
not  uncommon  in  society  today. 


The  church  has  reached  out  to  us,  just  as  Christ 
reached  out  to  the  needy — through  prayer,  visits,  gifts- 
in-kind,  and  financial  support — so  that  our  children 
get  the  attention  and  material  things  they  cannot 
alford.  You  never  fail  to  call  often  and  check  to  see  if 
the  children  are  doing  well,  and  you  must  know  in  your 
hearts  that  through  your  support  we  have  been  able  to 
step  in  where  you  could  not. 

The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination  has 
never  failed  to  support  the  Children's  Home.  We  hope 
our  churches  will  continue  to  support  us,  especially 
during  May,  as  we  promote  our  ministry  through  the 
Change  for  Children  program.  As  you  know,  the  cost 
of  raising  children  does  not  go  away.  Your  gifts  will  help 
us  provide  food,  clothing,  shelter,  and  services  such  as 
medical  care,  transportation,  recreation,  and  other 
things  that  children  deserve. 

On  behalf  of  the  children,  I  would  like  to  thank  you 
for  your  generous  support  each  day,  month,  and  year.  In 
an  effort  to  help  educate  our  churches  about  the  work  of 
The  Home,  I  would  appreciate  an  opportunity  to  visit 
your  church  and  share  the  work  and  progress  of  your 
childcare  ministry. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


634  Henderson  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  1.800.653.0854  •  www.moc.edu 


Mount  Olive  College  Partners  with  Martin  and 
Pitt  Community  College  to  Enhance  College  Transfer 


Mount  Olive  College  (MOC)  has  partnered  with  Martin 
Community  College  (MCC)  and  Pitt  Community  College 
(PCC).  The  partnership  agreements  will  enhance  and 
expand  options  for  community  college  students.  The  Mount 
Olive  College  Advantage  (MOCA)  allows  associate  degree 
graduates  from  Martin  and  Pitt  Community  Colleges  to 
transfer  seamlessly  into  the  full  range  of  bachelor  degree 
programs  at  any  of  Mount  Olive  College's  seven  locations  in 
eastern  North  Carolina. 

Under  the  arrangement,  MCC  and  PCC  students  are 
eligible  to  apply  for  all  state  and  federal  financial  aid.  Other 
components  of  the  agreement  include: 

*  Mount  Olive  College  will  guarantee  admission  and  a 
seamless  acceptance  of  64  credits  from  Martin  and  Pitt 
Community  College  Associate  of  Arts  or  Associate  of 
Science  graduates  with  a  GPA  of  2.0  or  higher  into  all 
Mount  Olive  College  degrees  in  accordance  with  the 
North  Carolina  Independent  Colleges  and  Universities 
Comprehensive  Articulation  Agreement. 

•  Provide  guaranteed  admission  and  acceptance  of 
appropriate  transfer  hours,  up  to  64  credits  from  AAS 
programs  with  a  minimum  GPA  of  2.0  on  a  4.0  scale. 

The  partnership  between  these  schools  is  what  Dr.  Philip 
P.  Kerstetter,  President  of  Mount  Olive  College,  says  will 
create  an  excellent  opportunity  for  community  college 
students  to  continue  their  education  and  prepare  them  for 
the  future. 

"This  agreement  is  in  keeping  with  the  commitment  of 
Mount  Olive  College  to  offer  high  quality  education,"  said 
Kerstetter.  "Whether  you're  a  student  involved  in  traditional 
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programs,  or  one  who  needs  the  flexibility  of  our  degree 
completion  programs,  we  want  you  to  have  the  chance  to  finish 
a  four-year  degree." 

These  partnerships  enhance  Mount  Olive  College's  relationship 
with  the  North  Carolina  Community  College  System,  as  a 
participating  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Comprehensive 
Articulation  Agreement. 
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Some  of  Smith's  New  Home 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Visits  Campus 

Hope  McPherson  (Assistant  Director  of  Church 
Support),  Shirley  Rikard,  Joyce  Mervin,  Betty 
Blizzard,  Gary  Barefoot  (Curator  of  FWB 
Historical  Collection),  Happy  Taylor,  arid  Jim 
Rikard  (behind  the  carnera). 
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OpportiAtiities  at 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Freshman  Orientation  June  1 7  and  July  23, 201 1 

High  school  seniors  who  have  applied  and  been  accepted  to  Mount  Olive  College  are  invited  to  attend  Freshmen  Orientation  and 
advising  day  on  Friday,  June  17  or  Saturday,  July  23,  2011.  Contact  Admissions  at  800-653-0854  or  send  email  to  <admissions(3)moc. 
edu>  for  more  information.  Openings  are  available  for  residents  and  commuters.  Complete  our  free  online  application  at  <www. 
moc.edu>. 

What  Is  Orientation  Day? 

Orientation  day  includes  campus  tours,  meetings  with  academic  advisors,  sessions  with  financial  aid,  coaches,  music  and  art  professors 
and  other  college  officials  who  can  help  with  plans  for  fall  semester.  Art  students  can  bring  their  portfolic  for  scholarship  review  and 
students  who  want  to  audition  for  musical  group  scholarships,  regardless  of  major,  can  make  arrangements  to  show  their  talent  on 
orientation  day.  To  find  out  about  auditions,  portfolio  review  or  trying  out  for  a  spot  on  a  team,  contact  admissions  at  800-653-0854 
or  at  <admissions@moc.edu>. 

Campus  Tours  for  New  Students 

Admissions  representatives  and  campus  tour  guides  will  be  glad  to  provide  one-on-one  information  for  you  and  your  family  if  you 
have  never  visited  our  campus.  Contact  them  for  a  guided  tour  of  the  campus,  special  scholarship  and  financial  aid  information  at  800- 
653-0854  or  email  at  <admissions@moc.edu>. 

Individual  Meetings  with  Professors 

If  you  would  like  to  meet  with  an  academic  department  member  to  discuss  you  future  major,  the  admissions  office  will  be  glad  to  help 
schedule  a  time  for  you  to  attend  a  class  and  have  a  meeting  with  individual  professors. 

Scholarship  Information 

MOC  offers  assistance  to  all  families  as  they  complete  the  free  application  for  federal  student  aid  (FAFSA).  Contact  Keith  Woodard  in 
the  financial  aid  office  at  800-653-0854  for  more  information. 

Tuition  Grants,  Merit  Scholarships,  and  Residency  Awards 

OFWB  members  attending  MOC  in  the  daytime  program  receive  a  $3,000  grant  annually.  Merit  and  leadership  awards  are  also  available 
for  $3,000  and  $4,000  respectively.  Students  who  plan  to  live  on  campus,  if  receiving  Merit  or  Leadership  awards,  get  an  extra  $1,000 
per  year.  Complete  our  free  online  application  at  <www.moc.edu>  and  have  official  high  school  transcripts  and  SAT  scores  sent  to  MOC. 
You  will  automatically  be  reviewed  for  scholarship  eligibility.  Contact  admissions  at  <admissions@moc.edu>  for  more  information. 

One-Night-a-Week  Programs  at  a  Location  Near  You 

One  night  a  week  programs  for  adults  21  years  and  older  are  available  at  New  Bern,  Jacksonville,  Mount  Olive  Evening  College, 
Research  Triangle  Park,  Wilmington,  and  Washington.  Visit  <www.moc.edu>  to  learn  more  about  these  programs.  To  make  contact 
with  an  Admissions  Representative  at  one  of  our  locations,  call  1  -800-NEW  GOAL. 

Bachelor  Degree  Programs  in  One-Night-a-Week  Format 

Bachelor  degree  programs  offered  in  one  night  a  week  format  include  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology  (CJC),  Management  and 
Organizational  Development  (MOD),  Health  Care  Management  (HCM),  Management  of  Information  Systems  (MIS),  Early  Childhood 
Education  (ECE)  and  Religion  (MRM).The  Heritage  Program  includes  general  education  courses  and  can  be  combined  with  transfer 
credits  and  electives  to  earn  the  Associate  Degree.  Some  programs  are  not  offered  at  some  locations. 

Multiple  Start  Dates 

Summer  enrollment  dates  are  available  now.  Semesters  are  divided  into  three  5-week  sessions  A,  B  and  C,  thus  making  it  possible  to 
begin  classes  at  nine  different  start  dates  throughout  the  year.  Each  class  meets  for  5  weeks  from  6-10  p.m.  one  night  a  week. 

Religion  Major  for  Working  Adults 

The  Religion  program,  in  one  night  a  week  format,  is  a  special  program  designed  for  students  who  are  interested  in  completing  their 
bachelor  degree  in  accelerated  format.  For  many  who  have  been  called  to  a  life  of  Christian  service,  the  pursuit  of  religious  studies 
has  meant  either  quitting  work  or  taking  one  course  at  a  time  via  internet  or  satellite  television.  The  modular  religion  major  at  MOC 
changes  all  that.  If  you  have  completed  at  least  24  semester  credit  hours  of  college  level  work,  including  English  Comp  I  and  II,  Old 
and  New  Testament,  and  at  least  one  history  course,  you  can  get  started  now.  Students  who  have  little  or  no  college  credits  can  enroll 
in  the  required  courses  prior  to  entering  the  MRM  program.  Contact  admissions  counselors  at  New  Bern,  Washington,  or  Mount  Olive 
for  more  information. 
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GOD 


When  A  Woman  Trusts  God  by  Sheila  Walsh 

Do  you  ever  question  God's  ability  to  catch  you  when  you  fall?  Do  shame,  fear,  and  brokenness  keep  you  from 
fully  trusting  God?  Do  you  secretly  believe  your  dreams  are  unreachable?  You  are  not  alone. 

This  is  a  book  about  trust.  How  we  fight  it.  How  we  learn  to  do  it.  How  it  transforms  us.  Life  is  not  safe.  That 
reality  slips  over  us  as  we  grow.  Our  response  to  the  Father  in  that  reality  allows  us  either  to  swing  higher  and 
higher  with  the  trust  of  a  child. .  .or  fearfully  shrink  back  from  the  swing  set  altogether.  As  we  weigh  that 
choice,  God  whispers:  Trust  me. 

In  a  remarkably  transparent  account,  author  and  speaker  Sheila  Walsh  opens  wide  her  lifelong  battle  with 
trust  and  the  moment-by-moment  choices  she  made  to  follow  where  God  led.  Sheila  has  lived  a  life  ruled  by 
the  "hidden  places"  of  insecurity  and  brokenness  and  knows  the  overwhelming  beauty  of  a  life  wholly  handed 
over  to  Christ. 

As  you  encounter  her  struggles  and  triumphs,  you  also  meet  ten  of  the  Bible's  transformed — Tabitha,  David, 
Paul,  and  others — who  teach  us  that  in  spite  of  overwhelming  circumstances,  just  one  trusting  encounter 
with  Christ  sets  beautiful  things  in  motion.  It  can  resurrect  dreams,  instill  purpose,  and  ignite  hope. 
Discover  what  beautiful  things  can  happen  when  YOU  trust  God. 
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Retail:  $21.99  •  Our  Price:  $17  (you  save  23%) 


Out  Live  Your  Life  by  Max  Lucado 

Dear  Friend, 

May  I  share  a  story  that  is  very  dear  to  my  heart? 
It's  a  story  of  hillbillies  and  simple  folk,  net  casters  and  tax  collectors.  A  story  of  a  movement  that  exploded 
like  a  just-opened  fire  hydrant  out  ot  Jerusalem  and  spilled  into  the  ends  ot  the  earth:  into  the  streets  of 
Paris,  the  district  of  Rome,  and  the  ports  of  Athens,  Istanbul,  Shanghai,  and  Buenos  Aires.  A  story  so 
mighty,controversial,  head  spinning,  and  life  changing  that  two  millennia  later  we  wonder:  Might  it  happen 
again?Heaven  knows  we  hope  so.  These  are  devastating  times:  1.75  billion  people  are  desperately  poor;  one 
billion  are  hungry.  Lonely  hearts  indwell  our  neighborhoods  and  attend  our  schools.  In  the  midst  of  it  all, 
here  we  stand:  you,  me,  and  our  one-ot-a-kind  lives.  We  are  given  a  choice. .  .an  opportunity  to  make  a 
difference  during  a  difficult  time.  What  if  we  did?  What  it  we  rocked  the  world  with  hope? 

Worth  a  try,  don't  you  think? 

Retail:  $24.99  •  Our  Price:  $19  (you  save  23%) 


66  Love  Letters  by  Dr.  Larry  Crabb 

Forever  change  the  way  you  look  at  the  Bible. .  .and  your  own  life! 

Have  you  ever  read  the  Bible  only  to  come  away  confused?  Ever  wondered  it  God  actually  had  you  in  mind 
when  he  began  telling  His  story?  Though  lite  may  not  be  going  according  to  your  plan,  God  has  another  one, 
far  better  than  you  can  imagine.  From  Genesis  to  Revelation,  experience  His  invitation  to  get  you  dancing 
with  joy. 

In  66  Love  Letters,  Larry  Crabb  offers  a  fresh,  relational  look  at  Scripture:  "When  you  finish  reading  my 
love  letter  to  you,  I  want  you  to  realize  that  I  never  underestimated  how  thoroughly  you'd  mess  up  your 
life  or  how  painfiilly  you  would  struggle  and  suffer,  and  I  don't  want  you  to  underestimate  your  failures  or 
struggles  either.  They're  all  part  of  the  story  I'm  telling.  But  neither  have  I  underestimated  my  determina- 
tion or  ability  to  enter  the  mess  you've  made  and  the  pain  you  feel  and  turn  everything  around.  I  can,  and 
I  will,  make  everything  good  again.  Never  underestimate  me." 

Larry's  intimate  conversation  with  God  asks  deeply  honest  questions  such  as: 

•  "God,  what  is  it  you  wanted  me  to  see  in  Obadiah?"  •  "And  what's  up  with  Leviticus?  Is  there  anything 
there  for  me?"  •  "This  one  verse  in  Galatians  has  always  frustrated  me.  Why  is  that?"  •  "The  way  you 
wrote  Revelation  makes  it  difficult  to  understand — why  didn't  you  just  describe  what  will  happen  in  a 
straightforward  way?" 

Listen  to  the  story  of  God  unfold  through  these  chapters,  and  you'll  find  not  only  His  redeeming  love 
but  His  plan  and  provision  designed  especially  for  you. 

Retail:  $22.99  •  Our  Price:  $18  (you  save  23%) 


To  order/purchase  any  of  these  titles,  contact  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  at  1  -800-849-3927  ext.  1 
12  or  visit  one  of  our  Bible  Bookstore  locations  in  Ayden,  Kinston,  or  New  Bern,  NC. 


Oppo rtu nities  at  Cragmont 


It's  Time  for  Camp! 

Cragmont  should  be  seen  as  another  tool  the  local  church  can  use  to 
help  in  the  work  of  ministry  to  the  community  it  serves.  The  purpose  of 
the  local  church  and  Cragmont  is  to  present  the  Gospel,  to  teach  Scripture, 
and  promote  Christian  fellowship.  Lloyd  Mattson  wrote  an  article  on  the 
subject  of  camping  and  retreat  ministry  for  CCI/USA.  Here  is  a  quote: 

We  can  trace  God's  use  of  the  outdoors  as  an  environment  for  spiritual 
discovery  back  to  the  patriarchs.  Acts  7:38  speaks  of  the  church  in  the 
wilderness.  Why  do  you  suppose  the  Lord  didn 't  chase  Pharaoh  into  the  desert 
and  let  the  children  of  Israel  stay  in  town!'  God  used  the  wilderness  to  train 
Moses,  David,  Elijah,  John  the  Baptist,  Jesus,  Paul  and  John  the  Seer.  What 
does  the  wilderness  offer  that  you  can't  find  at  home?  A  relief  from  ordinary 
distractions,  extended  time  for  spiritual  reflection,  a  change  of  pace;  come  to 
think  of  it,  these  are  the  distinctives  of  Christian  camping! 

It  is  that  time  of  the  year  again  for  parents  and  youth  leaders  to  talk  with 
their  youth  about  what  sort  of  camp  or  retreat  the  youth  will  attend  this 
summer.  Those  of  us  who  work  at  Cragmont,  along  with  those  who  give 
their  time  volunteering  as  directors  and  counselors,  hope  that  your  youth 
will  consider  attending  a  week  of  camp  at  Cragmont. 

Picture,  if  you  will,  smoke  rising  from  a  crackling  campfire  down  in  the 
horseshoe  area  of  the  front  yard.  The  stars  are  brightly  shining  overhead. 
Friends  and  counselors  are  all  gathered  around  as  you  sing  songs  to  the 
music  of  a  guitar.  In  the  calm  of  the  moment,  the  mind's  eye  is  on  Jesus 
and  the  way  He  showed  us  we  should  live.  In  the  softness  of  the  night 
Jesus  can  speak  through  the  songs  we  sing  and  through  the  words  of  a 
counselor.  In  an  atmosphere  such  as  this  it  is  just  so  easy  to  hear  Him. 
Listed  below  you  will  find  opportunities  for  a  camp  or  retreat  experience 
along  with  the  person  to  contact  for  registration. 


Minister's  Conference 

June  6-8,  2011  •  Stephen  Prescott:  (910)  567-5347 

Dayspring  Conference 

June  8-1 1,2011  •  Joan  Little:  (252)  753-321 7 

Cragmont  Youth  Conference 

June  13-18,2011  •  Angela  Mattox:  (252)  671-71 76 

Christian  Cadet  Conference 

June  20-25,  2011  •  Joey  Williams:  (919)  734-9080 

Youth  Frontier  Conference 

June27-July2,  2011  •  Frankie  Baggett:  (252)  746-7850 

Bed,  Breakfast  &  Blessing 

July  2-5,  2011  •  Arlinda  Williams:  (877)  669-7677 

Pee  Dee  Youth  Conference 

July  5-8,  2011  •  Buddy  Sasser:  (919)  734-3320 

General  Youth  Conference  II 

July  1 1  -1 6,  201 1  .  Wilma  Parker:  (252)  522-0967 

General  Youth  Conference  I 

July  18-23,2011  •  Bryant  Mines:  (252)  792-5745 

Young  People's  Bible  Conference 

July  25-29,  2011  •  Chuck  Ow/ens:  (252)  536-2202 

Cornerstone  Woman's  Conference 

July31-August5,  2011  •  Joan  Little:  (252)  753-3217 

Emmanuel  Woman's  Mini  Conference 

September  9-1 1,2011  •  Joan  Little:  (252)  753-321 7 
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HOME  MISSIONS  &  EVANGELISM 


2600  W.  Vernon  Ave.  •  Kinston,  NC  28504  •  252.526.9908 


^|i-^^\A/HEELS  ON  FIRE 

JJ)   y&r  Ckr/st 


Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ 


The  ministry  of  Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ  has  been 
"rolhng  along"  lately.  There  are  lots  of  exciting  events 
planned  over  the  next  several  months.  One  such  event  is 
the  pending  recognition  of  Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ  as  a 
Ministry  Affiliate  of  Joni  and  Friends,  the  ministry  of  Joni 
Eareckson  Tada.  This  partnership  will  allow  Wheels  on 
Fire  for  Christ  to  work  directly  with  Joni  and  Friends,  an 
established  disability  ministry,  in  helping  to  further  train 
and  raise  disability  awareness  within  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Denomination. 

Since  October,  Mr.  Broadway  has  spoken  at  several 
OFWB  churches  on  behalf  of  the  ministry  including  New 
Bethlehem,  Rock  of  Zion,  Johnston  Union,  Piney  Grove, 
Indian  Springs,  Westside,  and  Sarecta.  He  is  scheduled  to 
preach  a  revival  at  Palmer  Memorial  in  late  April. 


Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ  participated  in  the  Disabilities 
Awareness  Fair  in  October  at  Vernon  Park  Mall  in  Kinston. 
Mr.  Broadway  also  led  a  workshop  at  the  Sunday  School 
Institute  entitled  "May  I  Come  In?"  highlighting  the 
difficulties  faced  by  a  person  with  a  disability  in  the  church 
and  Sunday  School  setting.  In  April,  Wheels  on  Fire  for 
Christ  will  be  attending  the  opening  game  day  for  Special 
Needs  Baseball  in  New  Bern. 

In  keeping  with  its  purpose  of  raisingdisability  awareness, 
Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ  has  a  seat  on  the  newly  formed 
Lenoir  County  Council  for  People  with  Disabilities. 

In  April,  Mr.  Broadway  will  be  attending  training  that 
will  give  him  chaplaincy  privileges  at  Pitt  County  Memorial 
Fiospital.  Chaplaincy  privileges  will  allow  Mr.  Broadway 
to  minister  to  individuals  in  the  hospital,  particularly 
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that  may  find  themselves  dealing  with  a  disability  for 
the  first  time  or  long-term  rehabilitation  patients. 
Because  he  has  a  disability  himself,  Mr.  Broadway  can 
off^er  a  unique  perspective  to  dealing  with  a  disability 
to  those  individuals  in  their  time  of  need. 

There  are  two  levels  of  financial  support  available 
for  interested  churches  and/or  individuals  to  become 
an  active  part  of  Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ.  An 
annual  sponsorship  of  $240  (paid  annually  or  $20 
monthly)  is  recommended  tor  churches,  businesses, 
and  other  organizations  that  would  like  to  support 
this  ministry.  An  annual  membership  of  $120  (paid 
annually  or  $10  monthly)  is  recommended  for 
individuals  who  would  like  to  support  Wheels  on 
Fire  for  Christ.  Of  course,  donations  in  any  amount 
are  accepted.  Make  checks  payable  to  Home  Missions 
&  Evangelism  and  earmark  them  for  Wheels  on  Fire 
for  Christ.  Please  prayertuUy  consider  supporting 
this  ministry  financially. 

Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ  needs  your  help!  In 
addition  to  financial  support,  we  need  volunteers  to 
help  with  certain  events  such  as  passing  out  water, 
brochures,  etc.  If- you  are  interested  in  helping,  please 
contact  Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ. 

Mr.  Broadway  is  available  to  speak  at  churches  or 
other  events,  and  is  available  to  conduct  workshops 
on  disability  awareness  at  your  church.  In  addition, 
Mr.  Broadway  can  come  out  to  your  church  to  make 
suggestions  on  how  it  can  be  made  more  accessible, 
highlighting  the  things  that  are  already  in  place  and 
may  need  no  change. 


Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ 

A  Ministry  of  Home  Missions  &  Evangelism 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

Coordinator:  Scott  Broadway 
Mobile:  (252)  286-7949 

Mailing  Address: 

2600  W.  Vernon  Ave. 
Kinston,  NC  28504 

scott@wheelsonfireforchrist.org 
www.wheelsonfireforchrist.org 


^^^^^HEELS  ON  FIRE 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbi.org 


Testimony  from  the  Guinea  Church 

this  will  change  your  ministry  perspective 


BY  DARLINGTON  GNININTE 

My  name  is  Marie  Koivogui.  I  am  grateful 
to  God,  first  of  all,  who  has  called  me  to  His 
glorious  light.  And  thankful  to  Pastor  Gnininte 
whom  God  has  used  to  come  over  to  our  country 
to  teach  us  the  truth  that  is  in  Jesus.  Many  could 
not  believe  that  there  is  joy  in  serving  the  Lord. 
But  I  was  moved  by  his  teachings  and  gave  my  life 
to  Jesus.  I  was  baptized  by  Pastor  Gnininte.  This 
was  a  glorious  moment  for  many  like  me. 

My  friends  were  critics  of  my  faith  in  Jesus.  The 
peer  pressure  was  too  much  tor  me.  But  thanks 
to  the  teachings  that  I  receive  from  the  constant 
seminars  of  both  pastors  Gnininte  and  Camara.  I 
learned  to  put  my  trust  in  God. 

I  don't  know  how  to  read  and  write,  but  I 
believe  in  petty  commerce  to  feed  my  little  family 
as  finding  a  job  is  very  hard  for  my  husband. 
Before  I  gave  my  life  to  Christ,  things  were  very 
hard  on  us,  business  could  not  go.  Since  I  gave  my 


life  to  Jesus,  my  story  has  changed.  My  business  is 
booming.  Things  are  going  well  for  my  family.  My 
husband  got  a  job  in  the  rural  part  of  the  country. 
More  customers  come  to  my  market  table.  My 
critics  and  friends  who  sell  nearby  think  I  have 
engaged  into  fetish,  that  this  is  the  reason  for  the 
business  boom.  But  I  told  them  it  is  not.  Since  I 
gave  my  life  to  Christ  my  story  has  changed.  This 
has  opened  the  door  for  me  to  share  Christ  with 
many  of  my  f  riends.  It  is  my  prayer  that  God  will 
use  my  life  and  testimony  to  bring  many  to  Him. 

Thank  you  Jesus,  because  you  said,  "But  seek  ye 
first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteousness; 
and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you" 
(Matthew  6:33). 

Now  my  story  has  changed  for  the  better. 

A  Marvelous  testimony  from  Guinea.  God 
is  still  in  the  miracle  working  business.  He  can 
change  your  life  too!  All  you  have  to  do  is  come. 


Sister  Mane  at  the  left 


Sister  Marie  during  her  Baptism 


The  Only  Way 

BULGARIA 

BY  ZLATINA 

Jesus  Christ  is  our  only  way  of  life  in  this  world  of  darkness, 
poverty,  and  evil.  We,  from  the  Children  Bible  Center,  are 
devoted  to  share  the  Good  News  with  as  many  children  as 
possible  and  challenge  them  to  take  the  salvation  message  to 
their  homes.  Although  the  children  are  poor,  badly  dressed, 
and  often  really  hungry,  their  hearts  are  wide  open  for  the 
Lord  Jesus,  our  Savior.  Danielle  is  one  of  seven  children;  lately 
we  visited  her  family,  prayed  and  witnessed,  and  gave  some  of 
them  a  personal  children's  Bible.  Through  prayer,  we  invited 
Jesus  to  come  into  this  precious  family.  We  spent  two  days 
with  them.  Later  we  gave  them  some  food  and  clothes. 

Learning  that  many  have  parents  who  are  in  prison  because 
they  stole  food  and  clothes  from  the  markets  and  shops,  is 
heartbreaking.  Even  today,  many  children  eat  food  out  of 
trash  cans.  Pray  with  us  that  our  Lord  will  help  these  people 
to  earn  a  living.  Our  church  goes  already  beyond  the  limits  of 
possibilities  and  shows  much  compassion  to  the  suffering.  Our 
faithful  members,  who  have  a  moderate  income  of  about  $120 
a  month,  share  clothes  and  shoes  with  the  very  poor  ones. 

Our  Lord  is  good  and  by  His  Love  we  love  those  He  brings 
to  us. 
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Go,  and  Do  Thou  Likewise 

VLADISLAVOVO,  VARNA,  BULGARIA 

BY  WILLEM  VAN  DER  PLAS 

Vladislavovo  is  another  Gypsy  City  Quarter  of  Varna.  The 
pastor  of  that  "quartal"  asked  Pastor  Kosta  and  Brother  Nikolai  to 
preach  the  messages  during  revival  services  and  to  help  him  with 
evangelization  activities  in  their  community.  Pastor  Peter  Petrov 
attended  regularly,  with  his  members,  the  Church  at  Varna,  joined 
our  churches.  After  some  evangelization  services  the  membership 
at  Vladislavovo  raised  to  over  50  persons  who  accepted  Jesus  Christ 
as  personal  Savior  and  pledged  to  serve  Him. 

Two  times  per  week  the  Varna  Church  visits  the  Vladislavovo 
Church  with  the  Praise  Group;  after  worship  and  prayers  follow 
Bible  Studies.  Last  month  Pastor  Peter  requested  for  food  and 
medical  assistance.  Though  our  usual  financial  means  for  relief 
were  spent,  we  managed  to  maintain  our  aid  for  the  most  urgent 
cases.  Faithful  members  have  learned  to  contribute  of  their  limited 
earnings  to  support  their  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  who  suffer. 

The  members  of  the  Church  in  Varna  have  temporarily  stopped 
their  children  and  youth  work  in  the  church  building  for  the  period 
of  two  months.  This  saves  money  that  they  use  for  aid  to  the  needy 
people.  The  children's  work  is  now  being  held  in  home  groups. 

Last  month  Nikolai  and  Kosta  came  to  our  office  to  speak  about 
the  misery  of  the  people  at  Vladislavovo.  They  shared  their  concern 
and  we  shared  our  limitations:  "Where  is  the  end?"  Remembering 
the  words  of  Jesus  I  told  ourselves:  "There  is  no  end."  Jesus  rightly 
once  argued:  "For  the  poor  always  ye  have  with  you..."  (John  12:8). 
But  our  rabbi  knew  the  Scripture:  "...there  shall  be  no  poor  among 
you..."  (Deuteronomy  15:4).  Even  more,  he  knew  the  words  of 
Deuteronomy  15:11:  "For  the  poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the 
land:  therefore  I  command  thee,  saying.  Thou  shalt  open  thine 
hand  wide  unto  thy  brother,  to  thy  poor,  and  to  thy  needy,  in  thy 
land."  Another  teaching  echoes  in  our  minds  too:  "Go,  and  do  thou 
likewise"  (Luke  10:37). 

Sofne  days  later  Milena,  the  wife  of  Kosta  and  some  church 
members  gathered  early  in  the  Church  building  to  cook  beans. 
Later,  they  bought  an  additional  80  loaves  of  bread.  After  they 
finished  their  daily  jobs  in  the  evening,  they  went  to  Vladislavovo 
with  the  cooked  beans  and  the  bread.  It  was  cold  outside,  14  °F. 
Pastor  Peter  guided  them  first,  full  of  compassion,  to  1 5  families 
who  never  attended  the  church.  They  are  the  poorest  people  of  the 
camp  and  need  proof  of  genuine  Christian  concern.  In  the  church 
building  were  63  people  waiting  for  them.  After  a  short  message, 
praises,  and  prayers  they  shared  the  rest  of  the  food  with  these 
brothers  and  sisters.  They  abundantly  praised  the  Lord  for  all  that 
He  has  done  for  them. 

Kosta,  Milena,  Nikolai  and  their  helpers  were  exhausted,  but 
after  a  short  while  they  were  energized  by  excitement  and  great  joy. 
All  of  them  decided  to  drive  to  Balchik  to  share  their  extraordinary 
experiences  with  us.  In  their  enthusiasm  they  have  planned  to  help 
these  people  two  times  per  week  as  much  as  their  means  make  it 
possible.  The  weather  advice  was  not  to  go  on  the  road  due  to  sleet. 
Though  the  roads  were  treacherous,  they  drove  to  us  at  Balchik  and 
they  arrived  home  safely  later  that  night.  The  Lord  our  God  is  good 
to  us. 


Milena  and  Pastor  Peter  sharing  witli  the  needy. 


Milena  serving  the  wliite  beans  in  used  yogurt  containers. 


Grandinotlier  and  grandchild  receiving  fresh  baked  bread. 
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RETIREMENT  HOMES  MINISTRY 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963 

Greetings  from  your  Retirement  Homes  Ministry. 
God  is  so  good,  all  the  time.  I  continue  to  thank  God 
for  the  wonderful  people  who  make  up  our  churches  and 
understand  the  need  to  support  this  great  ministry. 

Our  client  list  is  now  at  17.  We  were  saddened  to 
hear  of  the  passing  of  one  of  our  clients  in  March.  The 
Rev.  James  Warren  went  home  to  be  with  the  Lord  on 
March  19,  2011.  We  count  it  a  privilege  to  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  assist  him  through  this  ministry. 
We  have  several  others  who  have  inquired  about  help, 
but  have  not  made  a  request  for  an  application. 

May  is  the  time  for  our  Annual  Youth  Convention 
and  the  Annual  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Churches,  and,  as  last  year,  we  will  have  a 
display  set  up  at  both  of  these  conventions.  The  Annual 
Convention  is  scheduled  for  May  17-19  and  the  Youth 
Convention  is  May  20-22  at  Mount  Olive  College.  I 
hope  to  see  many  of  you  there. 


OFWB 
RETIREMENT  HOMES 
MINISTRY 


Our  disability  equipment  program  continues  to  be 
a  real  blessing  to  many  of  our  people.  Our  disability 
equipment  is  loaned  out  free  of  charge  to  our  people. 
We  are  so  happy  to  be  able  to  supply  a  need  whenever 
possible.  God  has  enabled  people  to  respond  to  this 
area  of  our  program  in  a  mighty  way,  and  because  of  it 
our  folks  have  saved  many  dollars. 

There  is  a  cost  involved  in  cleaning,  repairing, 
general  maintenance,  and  for  pickup  and  delivery  of 
this  equipment.  This  is  a  cost  over  and  above  what  is 
usually  budgeted  for  our  clients.  I  mention  this  because 
we  continue  to  need  your  prayers  and  support  to  be 
able  to  continue  collecting  and  distributing  disability 
equipment. 

Again  I  say  thank  you  for  all  of  your  support,  both 
prayerfully  and  financially,  and  hope  to  see  you  at  the 
conventions. 

Ronnie  Taylor,  Executive  Director 


IVo men's  iA/eek 

at  Camp  Vayidcmerc 

The  Annual  Women's  Conference  at  Camp 
Vandemere  will  be  held  June  6-9,  2011.  Linda  Herring 
will  be  the  keynotespeakerduringeach  morning's  Bible 
study.  The  message  during  the  evening  service  will  be 
brought  by  various  ministers,  and  special  singing  will 
be  provided  each  night. 

An  afternoon  bus  trip  is  planned  for  one  of  the  days 
for  all  attendees. 

All  ladies  are  encouraged  to  attend  and  take  part  in 
the  worship  and  fellowship  throughout  the  four-day 
conference. 

Stumpy  Quinn  and  Judith  Kennedy,  Co-Chairs 

(252)  638-6406 

V 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MINISTRY 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbsundayschool.org 


Memorandum  to  all  Ministers y  Sunday  School  Superintendents ^ 
People  in  Church  Leadership  RoleSy  and  Others  Interested  in  Church  Growth 


Greetings  on  behalf  of  the  OFWB  Sunday  School  Board!  The 
Annual  Convention  is  upon  us  once  again  and  we  need  to  set  aside 
a  block  of  time  to  gather  together  for  the  Annual  Sunday  School 
Leadership  Banquet.  The  Banquet  will  be  held  on  Wednesday 
night,  May  18,  2011  at  5:45  P.M.  in  the  main  Dining  Room  in 
Murphy  Center.  We  will  have  plenty  of  room.  We  will  have  ample 
time  to  get  to  the  Mission  Rally,  which  will  convene  at  7:30  P.M. 
The  cost  of  the  meal  will  be  $7.50  per  person.  The  cost  of  the  meal 
is  payable  before,  at  the  Convention,  or  at  the  Banquet.  You  will  be 
given  meal  tickets  designating  that  you  have  paid  in  advance  and 
are  to  be  seated  with  the  Sunday  School  Ministry.  In  order  to  have 
a  fairly  accurate  count  of  people,  it  would  be  desirable  to  send  your 
reservation  ahead  of  time.  You  can  pay  later,  but  please  try  to  let  me 
know  that  you  are  coming.  If  you  are  not  able  to  get  a  meal  ticket, 
you  can  pay  as  you  go  through  the  serving  line. 

We  will  have  a  special  surprise  program  planned  which  I  know 
will  be  appreciated  by  everyone. 

We  welcome  our  Ministers,  Sunday  School  Superintendents, 
AssociateMinisters,YouthMinisters/Directors,LicensedMinisters, 


Name: 


and  other  interested  persons.  Please  pass  this  information  to  folks 
in  your  churches.  To  make  your  reservations,  complete  the  form 
below,  detach  it,  and  return  to  Mary  Dudley  by  May  13,  20 11.  You 
may  also  register  by  calling  the  Sunday  School  office  at  (252)  746- 
4963,  e-mailing  the  information  to  <director@ofwbsundayschool. 
org>,  or  by  going  to  our  website,  <ww\v.ofwbsundayschool.org> 
and  registering.  Walk-ins  are  very  welcome. 

Registration  fees  may  be  sent  to: 

Mary  Dudley 
OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 
POBox39  .  Ayden,  NC  28513 

We  also  ask  that  checks  be  made  payable  to:  OFWB  Sunday 
School  Board.  We  solicit  your  prayers  and  concerns  for  the  work  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board  and  thank  you  for  all  your  support  during 
the  past  years. 

Yours  in  Christ, 
Mary  Dudley 


Church: 


Number  attending  the  banquet: 
Money  enclosed:  
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CONVENTION  NEWS 

P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwb.org 

Welcome  to 

The  99^^  Ann  ual  Session  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

May  17-19, 2011 

On  the  Campus  of  Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


Working  For  God  With  Endurance 


And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for  in  due  season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not. 

(Galatians  6:9)  ^= 

CONVENTION  PERSONALITIES 

President — -The  Reverend  Harold  Swinson,  Pastor  of  Trinity  OFWB  Church 
Vice  President — The  Reverend  Al  Warrick,  Pastor  of  Micro  OFWB  Church 
Secretary — The  Reverend  Ray  Wells,  Pastor  of  Marsh  Swamp  OFWB  Church 
Treasurer — The  Reverend  Kevin  Jackson,  Pastor  of  Gum  Swamp  OFWB  Church 
Worship  Speakers: 

Wednesday — Dr.  Burkette  Raper,  President  Emeritus,  Mount  Olive  College  and  Founder 
and  President  of  the  NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 

Thursday — The  Reverend  Kelley  Smart,  Associate  Pastor  of  Free  Union  OFWB  Church 

Musicians — Mrs.  Teresa  Smith,  Pianist  for  Jackson  Heights  OFWB  Church  and  The 
Reverend  Johnny  Sullivan,  Pastor  of  Daniel's  Chapel  OFWB  Church 

Worship  Leader — The  Reverend  Bryant  Hines,  Pastor  of  Rose  of  Sharon  OFWB  Church 

Registration — Mrs.  Andrea  Cox,  Administrative  Assistant,  OFWB  Headquarters 
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5:15  P.M. 
7:30  P.M. 
9:00  P.M. 


The  99*^  Annual  Session 
of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

May  17-19,  2011 

''Working  For  God  With  Endurance" 

TUESDAY,  May  17 

Seventh  Annual  Pastor's  I.M.P.A.C.T.  Banquet 
"Wonderful  Ways  To  Worship" 
Late  Night  Social  and  Entertainment  hosted  by  the  Northeast  OFWB  Church  Auxiliary 


WEDNESDAY,  May  18 


8:00  a.m. 
9:00-9:15 
9:15-10:15 
Call  to  Order 

Welcome,  Scripture  &  Prayer  if 
Greetings  from  the  President  s 
Executive  Committee  Report  ^ 
Finance  Committee  Report  ;  : 

Nominating  Committee  Report 
Announcements,  First  Readings,  etc. 

Recognition  of  Conference  Moderators,  Ancillary  Ministry  Directors,  and  Special  Guests 
Centennial  Celebration  Report 
10:15-10:30 


Registration  Opens — Kornegay  Arena 
Congregational  Singing,  Special  Music 
Opening  Plenary  Session 
The  Reverend  Ray  Wells 
Mr.  Kevin  Jean 
The  Reverend  Harold  Swinson 
Tlie  Reverend  Ray  Wells 
The  Reverend  Kevin  Jackson 
The  Reverend  Tim  Heath 


10:30-11:20 
11:20-11:30 
11:30-12:45 
1:00-1:35 
1:45-2:45 
3:00-4:00 
5:45  P.M. 
7:30  p.m.  . 


8:30  a.m. 

9:00-10:00  :         :  v 

Scripture  and  Prayer — Mr.  Anderson  Barnes 
The  Convention  Reconvenes 
Announcements,  Final  Readings 
Ministry  Reports 


10:00-10:15 
10:15-11:00 
11:00-11:10 
11:00-12:15 


Election  and  Installation  of  Officers,  Boards,  and  Committees 

Resolutions  Committee  Report 

12:15 

12:30 


President  Swinson 
Mrs.  Kitty  Barnes 
Break— VISIT  THE  MINISTRY  DISPLAY  AREA 
Worship  Service — Speaker:  Dr.  Burkette  Raper 
Information  on  Afternoon  Learning  Sessions 
'  Lunch  in  the  Murphy  Center 

Plenary  Session  (Auditorium) 
Learning  Session  II 
Learning  Session  III 
Sunday  School  Banquet — Murphy  Center 
Mission  Rally  Hosted  by  Home  Missions  &  Evangelism 

THURSDAY,  May  19 

Registration  Re-opens 

-  Congregational  Singing 

Licensed  Minister,  Pleasant  Grove  OFWB  Church,  Western  Conference 


Mount  Olive  College 
Home  Missions 


•  Sunday  School 

•  FWB  Press 

•  Retirement  Homes 

Break— VISIT  THE  MINISTRY  DISPLAY  AREA 
Worship  Service — Speaker:  Tlie  Reverend  Kelley  Smart 
Break— VISIT  THE  MINISTRY  DISPLAY  AREA 

Ministry  Reports 

•  Children's  Home  •  Cragmont 

•  Church  Finance  •  Minister's  Program 

•  Foreign  Missions 

Tlie  Reverend  Sam  Weeks 
Report  of  the  Memorial  Committee 
Tie  Convention  is  Adjourned 


The  100*''  Annual  Session  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Convention  will  convene  May  22-24,  2012 


J 
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NC  FOUNDATION  FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

619  W.  Main  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  919.658.3855  •  wraper(a)moc.edu 


Childieii  of  the  late  Revereiul  and  Mrs.  Willie  E.  Renfnm:  who  have  established  with  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries  an 
endowed  scholarship  fund  for  those  called  to  the  work  of  Christian  nunistry.  From  left  to  right:  Alton  Ray  Renfrew,  Annandale.  VA;  Betty  R.  Strickland, 
Sehna,  NC;  Charles  L.  Renfrow.  New  Bern,  NC;  Hilda  R.  Starling,  Sehna,  NC;  and  Harold  Renfrow,  Knightdale,  NC. 


The  Heritage  of  a  Christian  Home 
The  Willie  E.  And  Sallie  H.  Renfrow  Family  Endowment 

By  W  Burkette  Raper,  President 


Why  An  Endowment? 

The  Reverend  Willie  E.  Renfrow  (1914-1970),  an  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  minister,  died  40  years  ago,  but  his  ministry 
lives  on.  His  wife,  Sallie  (1918-1995)  died  15  years  ago,  but 
the  Christian  nurture  she  provided  their  children  is  a  living 
faith  for  generations  yet  unborn.  Such  is  an  endowment — it 
continues  our  work  beyond  our  lifetime. 

The  Renfrow  Endowment  is  also  a  tribute  to  their  five 
children  tor  their  expression  of  gratitude  to  their  parents  for 
a  Christian  home.  Under  the  nurture  of  their  parents,  all  of 
the  children  made  professions  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
Lord  and  Savior.  All  five  were  baptized  by  their  lather,  who 
also  officiated  their  marriage  vows.  In  addition,  Mr.  Renfrow 
baptized  both  of  his  sons-in-law. 

Few,  if  any  of  us,  can  ever  do  as  much  for  our  parents  as 
they  did  for  us.  But  by  making  our  heritage — what  we  have 
received — a  living  legacy,  we  practice  one  of  the  most  noble 
virtues  of  human  life.  Ultimately,  our  lives  are  not  measured 
by  what  we  do  for  ourselves  but  by  what  we  do  for  others.  The 
Renfrow  Endowment  represents  how  a  Christian  heritage  can 
become  a  living  legacy. 


A  Living  Legacy 

The  Reverend  Willie  Renfrow  was  ordained  by  the  Western 
Conference  at  Mt.  Zion  Church  in  Wilson  County  in  October 
1943.  He  faithfully  served  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  until  his 
death  in  1970,  a  period  of  27  years.  During  these  years,  he 
served  1 1  churches,  all  in  the  Western  Conference:  Stancil's 
Chapel,  Holly  Springs,  Branch  Chapel,  White  Oak  Hill,  Free 
Union,  Pleasant  Hill,  Rock  Springs,  Everett's  Chapel,  Flood's 
Chapel,  Milbournie,  and  Fremont  Chapel  (where  he  was  pastor 
at  the  time  of  his  death). 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral  services,  Mr.  Renfrow  served 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  various  other  capacities, 
especially  the  Board  of  Ordination  of  the  Western  Conference. 
It  is  significant  to  note  that  it  was  during  his  tenure  on  the 
Board,  during  the  early  1960s,  that  the  Western  Conference 
was  confronted  with  an  issue  of  infamy,  including  a  lawsuit  of 
$400,000  against  the  Board  of  Ordination  and  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Conference  for  fidelity  to  their  duties  in 
upholding  the  historic  faith  and  practices  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  The  suit  was  brought  and  supported  by  a  group  whose 
case  failed,  and  they  later  withdrew  from  the  Western 
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Conference  and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  as  it  was  then  known. 

In  speaking  about  his  father,  the  Rev.  Charles  Renfrow,  said: 
"I  believe  my  ministry  today  is  because  of  the  dedication  and 
strength  I  gained  from  the  influence  Daddy  had  on  me.  He 
dearly  loved  Original  Free  Will  Baptists." 

For  28  years,  the  Rev.  Charles  Renlrow  served  Piney  Grove 
Church  in  the  Western  Conference,  followed  by  four  years 
(2006-2010)  as  the  beloved  President  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  In  lieu  of  retirement,  he  is  currently 
serving  as  pastor  of  one  of  our  historic  churches,  St.  Mary's 
Church  in  New  Bern. 

In  addition  to  her  husband,  Mrs.  Sallie  Renfrow  also  made 
a  distinctive  contribution  to  the  work  ol  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  In  reference  to  his  mother,  Charles  said:  "Mama 
was  active  in  the  State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention.  She 
organized  and  directed  the  first  Vacation  Bible  School  at  Branch 


Chapel  Church  while  Daddy  was  pastor  there.  After  Daddy's 
death,  she  worked  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  for 
seven  years,  where  she  was  housemother  in  Dean's  Cottage. " 

In  summarizing  the  legacy  of  his  parents,  Charles  added: 
"Mother  was  a  great  helpmate  to  Daddy  during  his  ministry. 
She  and  Daddy  are  both  buried  at  Branch  Chapel  Church, 
their  longest  pastorate — 19  years  (1949-1968)." 

From  Heritage  to  Legacy 

And  so,  the  legacy  of  a  Christian  family  continues.  Tlirough 
"The  Reverend  Willie  E.  and  Sallie  Hare  Family  Endowment, " 
there  will  be  an  annual  scholarship  for  those  who  are  called  to 
Christian  ministry.  In  the  words  of  Holy  Scripture:  "And  let 
the  beauty  of  the  LORD  otir  God  be  upon  us:  and  establish 
thou  the  work  of  our  hands  upon  us;  yea,  the  work  of  our 
hands  establish  thou  it"  (Psalm  90:17). 


Convention  Workshops 

The  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries  will  conduct  two  workshops  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  on  Wednesday,  May  18: 

1:45  P.M. 

The  work  of  The  Foundation  in  providing  scholarships 
for  those  called  to  Christian  ministry. 

Since  fall  semester  2006,  The  Foundation  has  awarded  a  total  of  $100,000  for  27  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  enrolled  in  nine  colleges,  divinity  schools,  and  graduate  theological  schools.  The  purpose  of 
these  scholarships  is  to  help  remove  the  financial  barrier  to  an  education  for  those  who  wish  to  equip 
themselves  for  excellence  in  Christian  ministry,  including  pastoral  services,  youth  ministry,  counseling. 
Christian  education,  church  music,  chaplaincy,  and  other  areas  of  service  to  the  church. 

3:00  P.M. 

Why  and  how  individuals,  families,  churches,  and  Convention  ministries  can  establish 
permanent  endowments  for  the  advancement  and  support  of  Christian  work. 

Through  March  31, 2011,  a  total  of  $2,045,450  has  been  given  for  the  establishment  and  development 
of  43  endowed  funds  with  The  Foundation.  The  creation  of  an  endowment  does  not  depend  as  much  on 
wealth  or  extra  money  as  it  does  a  vision  and  a  plan.  For  those  with  a  vision.  The  Foundation  can  assist 
with  a  plan  to  make  the  vision  a  reality — why  wait? 

Both  workshops  will  be  held  in  the  Bailey  Conference  Room  on  the  first  floor  of  Raper  Hall. 
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An  open  invitation  to  the  Sixth  Annual 
Meetingfor  the  North  Carolina  Foundation 
for  Christian  Ministries 

Tuesday,  May  10,  201 1  at  7:00  p.m. 
La  Grange  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
La  Grange,  North  Carolina 
The  Reverend  Ronnie  V.  Hobgood,  Host  Pastor 


A  Program  of  Sacred  Music  by  the  La  Grange  Church  Choir 
Marian  Kennedy,  Director 

AN  EVENING  TO  REMEMBER 

•  A  delicious  dinner  by  the  La  Grange  Church — Free  with  Advanced  Reservation 

•  Distributions  from  Named  Endowments  anticipated  to  exceed  $60,000 

•  Report  on  the  work  and  progress  of  The  Foundation 

Confirm  Your  Reservation  by  May  5 

Name  (s)  Number  in  your  party 

Address   City  State  Zip  


US  Mail  Email  or  Telephone 

NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries  wraper@moc.edu 

619  West  Main  Street  (919)658-5250 

Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  (919)  658-3855  (Leave  Message) 


WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 


North  Carolina  Womans  Auxiliary 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

The  Eighty-Third  Annual  Session 
May  12,  201 1 

Hosted  by  the  Eastern  District  Womans  Auxiliary 
Held  at  Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

Theme:  ''The  Everyday  Journey'' 
Scripture:  "Every  wise  woman  buildeth  her  house'*  (Proverbs  14:1 
Theme  Song:  The  Way  of  the  Cross  Leads  Home  by  Charles  H.  Gabriel 


8:15  A.M.      Refreshments  and  Fellowship 
Registration 

8:45  A.M.      Praise  and  Worship 
9:00  A.M.      Opening  Session 


Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 

Becky  Jo  Sumner,  Vice  President 
Nadine  Crocker,  Treasurer 

Auxiliary  Convention  Choir 
Becky  Kerns,  Director 
Jo  Anne  Parrish,  Pianist 

Jean  Averette,  President 
Teresa  Grubbs,  Secretary 


•  Three  Sessions,  each  with  different  devotional  speakers 

•  Convention  Choir  and  other  special  music 

•  Womans  Auxiliary  Life  Membership  Award 

•  Memorial  Service  and  Convention  business 

•  Denominational  Ministry  representatives  and  displays 

•  Breaks  between  each  session 

•  Golf  carts  available 

•  Adjournment  and  lunch  around  one  o'clock 


CAMP  VANDEMERE 


215  N  3rd  Street  •  Vandemere,  NC  28587  •  (252)  745-3171  •  www.campvandemereinc.org 


It's  May  and  nearly  half  the  year  is  already  gone!  As  of 
April  1,  we've  had  eight  weekend  events  so  far  this  year! 
Three  youth  retreats,  two  church  retreats,  one  training 
seminar,  one  scraphooking  group,  and  a  Softball  team 
from  Pennsylvania  stayed  with  us  for  a  couple  of  days.  On 
Saturday,  April  2,  we  had  a  workday  here  at  the  camp. 
We  were  able  to  complete  several  projects  during  the  day: 
cutting  wood  and  spring  cleaning  in  the  chapel  and  the 
lodge  rooms.  A  great  big  THANK  YOU  goes  out  to  all  that 
were  able  to  come  and  help!  A  couple  of  us  split  wood. 
Thanks  for  the  use  of  the  wood  splitter,  also!  By  the  time 
you  read  this,  we  will  probably  have  another  workday  to 
split  the  remainder  of  the  wood  and  to  finish  installing  the 
metal  roofing  on  the  dorm  building. 

The  summer  camps  begin  next  month!  If  you  don't 
have  access  to  the  Internet  and  our  web  page  and  can't 
get  information  about  the  camps,  please  call  me  at  (252) 
670-9775.  I'll  be  glad  to  send  you  any  information  that  you 
might  need  if  you  know  of  a  child  that  wants  to  come. 


In  January  of  this  year,  the  Camp  Vandemere  Board  of 
Directors  made  some  policy  changes.  It  seems  that  there  is 
still  some  confusion  about  certain  areas  of  these  changes.  If 
anyone  has  questions  concerning  any  of  these  changes  and 
charges,  I  encourage  you  to  call  me.  Many  times,  by  the 
time  you  get  information  by  word  of  mouth,  it's  not  exactly 
what  it  started  out  as.  I'm  sure  everyone  can  relate  to  this. 
Please  call  me  if  you  have  questions! 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  personally  thank 
everyone  that  financially  and  otherwise  supports  the  camp. 
I  know  everyone  has  been  on  a  lean  budget  for  the  past  few 
years,  but  God  continues  to  bless  this  ministry.  Last  year, 
our  chapel  sound  system  started  giving  some  trouble  and 
finally  just  stopped  working.  At  this  time,  a  mixer,  4  wireless 
microphones,  several  lapel  microphones  and  other  sound 
equipment  has  been  donated.  The  sound  system  in  the 
chapel  is  awesome.  Also,  we've  had  monies  donated  so  that 
we  could  replace  one  set  of  steps  at  the  lodge  building. 
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Hopefully,  we  can  now  have  an  electric  chair 
installed  (which  is  being  donated,  also).  This  will 
certainly  be  an  asset  for  the  older  ones  that  might 
want  to  stay  in  the  lodge  building.  Just  in  case  you 
might  be  interested  in  visiting  the  area  and  need  a 
place  to  stay  overnight,  the  lodge  rooms  rent  for  $48 
per  night  for  two  people.  They  have  two  double  beds 
and  one  sleeper  sofa.  All  linens  are  included  with 
each  room. 

Hopefully,  we  will  soon  have  a  new  cross.  It  will 
be  installed  behind  the  flag  presentation  area.  This 
will  complete  our  original  vision  of  being  able  to 
stand  at  the  dining  room  entr^'  door  and  have  an 
unobstructed  view  of  the  river.  When  you're  standing 
at  the  dining  room  entrance  door,  what  you  will  see 
IS  the  flag  presentation,  the  cross,  the  lire  pit  area, 
the  lighthouse,  and  then  the  river.  It  really  does  look 
good!  Thanks  to  everyone  who  helped  get  it  to  this 
point! 

Please  keep  this  ministry'  in  your  prayers.  It's  most 
important  that  we  keep  Him  first  in  all  we  do.  We  do 
have  other  visions  for  The  Camp  and  to  realize  those 
visions,  we  must  continue  to  move  forward.  Below,  I 
am  listing  a  tew  items  that  would  be  helpful  here  at 
The  Camp.  We  need  approximately  $185  to  purchase 
3  vacuum  cleaners  for  the  lodge,  $1,400  to  purchase 
two  new  heat  and  air  units  for  the  lodge,  and  $400  for 
a  heat  and  air  unit  for  the  bathhouse.  If  anyone  could 
help,  it  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Thank  you  and  may  Qod  truly  bless.' 

Rick  Price 

Director,  Camp  Vandemere,  Inc. 
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COMMUNITY  CONNECTION 


Alice  Webster 


Alice  Webster,  age  106,  a  former  resident 
of  Waters  Road,  Pinetown,  and  a  more 
recent  resident  of  Ridgewood  Manor, 
Washington,  died  Tuesday,  March  22, 
2011,  at  Ridgewood  Manor.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  11  a.m.  on  Friday, 
March  25,  2011,  at  Free  Union  Free  Will 


Baptist  Church,  Pinetown,  officiated  by  the 
Rev.  Francis  Gardner  and  the  Rev.  Harold 
Swinson.  The  family  received  friends  from 
6  P.M.  to  8  P.M.  on  Thursday,  March  24, 
2011,  at  Hillside  Funeral  Service. 

She  was  born  on  March  13,  1905,  in 
the  Beckwith  community  and  was  the 
daughter  of  the  late  James  and  Catherine 
Webster.  She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her 
11  brothers  and  sisters. 

Miss  Webster  was  a  graduate  of  Bath 
High  School.  She  was  a  devout  Christian 
and  a  member  of  Free  Union  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  where  she  taught  Sunday 
School  for  many  years  and  was  also  very 
active  in  the  OFWB  denomination.  She 
served  as  secretary  of  the  Albemarle  S.S. 
Convention  for  24  years,  secretary  of 
the  State  League  Convention  for  several 
years,  secretary  of  the  Albemarle  Woman's 
Auxiliary  for  14  years,  and  president  for 
2  years.  Miss  Alice  Webster  was  given 


a  Lifetime  Achievement  Award  by  the 
Albemarle  Auxiliary. 

She  worked  for  Singer  Sewing  Machine 
Company  for  seven  years  as  a  sewing 
instructor.  Sewing  was  her  passion  and 
she  worked  at  home  for  many  years  as  a 
seamstress.  Along  with  her  sewing,  she 
loved  working  in  her  yard  and  took  great 
pride  in  growing  her  beautiful  flowers. 
She  has  touched  so  many  lives  over  the 
years  with  her  love,  her  generosity,  and  the 
Christian  life  she  led.  She  will  be  missed 
by  her  surviving  nieces,  nephews,  extended 
family,  and  many  friends  who  loved  her 
dearly. 

Miss  Alice  Webster  loved  and  supported 
Mount  Olive  College  and  in  that  spirit, 
the  family  requests  that  in  lieu  of  flowers, 
memorials  be  given  to  the  Alice  Webster 
Endowment  Fund,  Mount  Olive  College, 
634  Henderson  Street,  Mt.  Olive,  NC 
28365. 


Among  the  least  of  these;  each  treasured  for  eternity 
Sabbath*  no  longer  hallowed  attests  decadence  through  the  land 
Wages  of  vain  labor  in  the  mouth  as  sand 
Jeremiahs  tears  flow  between  the  printed  lines 
Float  an  ark  to  safety  among  eternal  pines. 


—  Scotty  McCoy  — 

*Lords  Day;  Sunday 
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Attic  Trunk  Contents  Enrich 
Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 

A  trunk,  found  in  the  attic  of  the  home  of  the  late  Miles  and  Clarkie  Radtord  of 
the  Rains  Crossroads  Community,  Johnston  County,  NC,  contained  among  other 
items  of  historical  interest,  a  number  of  issues  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  ranging  in  dates 
from  1905-1908.  The  18  issues  were  donated  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical 
Collection  along  with  pictures  of  the  Radfords  and  their  daughters  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wesley  Rowe  of  the  Kenly  area.  Mr.  Rowe  is  a  great  grandson  of  the  Radfords  and 
he  and  Mrs.  Rowe  are  members  of  the  Kenly  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Radford  were  members  of  Rains  Crossroads  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

The  issues  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  were  newpaper  size  at  that  time,  and  the  years 
included  are  especially  valuable  since  The  Collection  had  no  issues  for  those  years 
even  though  it  has  the  most  complete  collection  of  the  paper  available  anywhere. 
Though  stored  for  over  100  years,  the  papers  were  in  relatively  good  condition. 
They  will  be  preserved  by  restoration  and  encapsulation  so  that  they  may  be  used 
by  interested  researchers.  Tliey  will  also  be  indexed  for  names  of  people,  churches, 
etc.  as  have  all  earlier  years,  so  that  one  may  consult  an  index  in  The  Collection  in 
looking  for  materials  and  not  have  to  peruse  the  issues  in  search  of  a  name  or  subject. 
Curator  Gary  Barefoot  expresses  grateful  appreciation  to  the  Rowes  for  their  gift. 
"It  certainly  made  an  old  librarian  happy,"  he  said.  He  further  encourages  others 
to  check  their  attics  and  old  trunks  for  any  Free  Will  Baptist  materials  that  might 
have  been  tucked  away  years  ago.  Again,  something  of  great  value  for  posterity  may 
be  retrieved  before  natural  disaster  or  human  neglect  destroys  it.  Anyone  interested 
in  seeing  some  of  the  old  issues  of  Fje  Free  Will  Baptist  are  encouraged  to  visit  Tlie 
Collection.  Jloe  Free  Will  Baptist,  pviblished  continuously  since  1873,  is  the  oldest 
denominational  organ  still  being  issued. 


Gary  Barefoot,  Curator 

Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 
Moye  Library — Mount  Olive  College 
644  Henderson  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
(919) 658-7827 
e-mail:  gbarefoot@moc.edu 


Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection  Announces 
Gift  from  Family  of  Isaac  Wilson  Yandell,  MD 

Winnie  Vance  Yandell,  daughter-in-law  of  the  late  Reverend  I.  W.  Yandell,  has  recently 
provided  The  Collection  with  a  biography  she  has  written  of  the  Rev.  Yandell  with  pictures  and 
information  about  other  members  of  the  Yandell  family.  The  Rev.  Yandell  was  a  pioneer  preacher 
among  Oklahoma  Free  Will  Baptists.  In  addition,  he  was  a  physician,  lawyer,  statesman,  debater, 
and  educator.  He  was  born  in  1876  in  Arkansas,  but  his  family  moved  later  to  Oklahoma.  He 
was  ordained  in  1894,  having  felt  the  call  to  preach  when  he  was  only  16.  As  a  medical  doctor, 
he  served  as  a  territorial  physician  in  the  eastern  Oklahoma  Indian  region.  However,  with  all 
his  other  vocations,  his  first  allegiance  was  always  to  his  spiritual  ministry  and  the  history  of 
Oklahoma  Free  Will  Baptists  attests  to  that  allegiance.  He  actually  organized  the  first  State 
Association  of  Free  Will  Baptists  in  Oklahoma  in  1909.  In  1958,  he  and  his  wife  published  a 
book  that  they  had  worked  on  for  some  time.  The  Origin,  Doctrine,  Identity  and  History  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  (The  Collection  has  a  copy  of  this  book  which  was  only  issued  in  300 
copies.)  He  was  in  poor  health  at  the  time  and  was  blind,  but  his  memory  was  remarkable.  He 
died  in  1959,  having  preached  67  years.  He  left  behind  a  family  of  preacher  brothers,  sons, 
grandsons,  cousins,  and  nephews.  The  Yandell  legacy  is  much  alive  among  Free  Will  Baptists 
even  today. 
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Goldsboro  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Celebrates  Sunday  School  Month 


February  201 1  was  filled  with  a  variety  of  events  in  celebration 
of  Sunday  School  Month.  Sunday  School  Superintendents  hosted 
a  breakfast  and  combined  a  class  taught  by  Marilyn  Benton  to 
kick  off  the  month.  Each  class  sponsored  a  social  activity  to  invite 
people  to  join  them  at  Sunday  School  on  Sunday  mornings.  The 
New  Life  Class  hosted  a  movie  night,  the  Loyalty  Class  hosted 
a  dinner,  and  the  Friendly-Cora  Mitchell  Class  united  with  the 
Men's  Bible  Class  and  hosted  a  mug  and  muffin  social  during  the 
Sunday  School  hour. 

Each  oi  the  four  adult  classes  made  a  brief  presentation  during 
the  morning  worship  service.  The  New  Life  Class  sang  fun-filled, 
peppy  songs  and  told  the  congregation  about  the  uniqueness  or 


their  class.  The  Loyalty  Class  used  an  acrostic  to  describe  their 
class  using  the  letters  of  LOYALTY.  The  Men's  Bible  Class 
compared  their  Senior  class  to  a  graduating  senior  class  as  they 
receive  a  robe  and  crown  and  step  into  their  heavenly  home.  The 
Friendly-Cora  Mitchell  Class  presented  a  history  of  their  class 
over  the  past  years  as  its  Senior  ladies  have  worked,  taught,  and 
lead  the  congregation  on  its  journey  through  the  years. 

Each  Sunday  as  the  congregation  departed  from  the  sanctuary, 
they  received  a  gift  from  the  Sunday  School  Department.  The 
gift  included  a  bag  of  chocolate  hugs  and  kisses,  balloons  to  write 
prayer  requests  and  release  into  the  sky,  and  a  skeleton  key  with 
Scripture  from  Matthew  16:19. 


What  Does  Blended  Fellowship  Mean  To  Me? 

To  me  Blended  Fellowship  is  more  than  just  a  church,  its  a  place  I  feel  at  home,  a  place  where  I 
belong.  Shortly  after  coming  to  Blended  Fellowship  people  started  to  make  me  feel  welcome  like  I 
was  a  part  of  a  family  that  nobody  had  forgotten.  I  love  what  they  stand  for,  love,  truth,  happiness, 
or  better  yet,  God,  Jesus,  and  the  Holy  Word.  This  is  why  I  come  here  and  this  is  what  Blended 
Fellowship  means  to  me. 

—  By  Mike  Rayner  — 
(Hard  of  Hearing  Blended  Fellowship  Member) 
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Robert's  Grove  Honors  S.S.  Perfect  Attendance 
and  Reading  Through  Bible  for  201 0 


Those  receiving  Perfect  Attendance  pins  were:  Front  row:  Frankie  Wrench  (26'''),  The  Rev.  Fred  Baker  (32"''), 
Sylvia  Johnson  (42"^'),  John  Mitchel  Jackson  (10''^),  Daniel  Jackson  (10''^),  Connie  Cause  (IF''),  Amanda  Lejune 
Cause  (2'"'),  Terry  Cause  (2"^'),  and  Shelby  Jackson  (24''').  Back  row:  Cary  Barefoot  (23"'),  Elgree  Faircloth  (40''^), 
Eddie  Jackson  (13'''),  Lavera  Jackson  (12'''),  and  Karen  Williams  (7''').  Not  pictured:  Carolyn  Tew  (8'''),  Connie 
Williamson  (37"'),  Doug  Williamson  (7"'),  and  Linda  Baker  (19'''). 


Those  receiving  certificates  for  reading  the  entire  Bible  were:  The  Rev.  Fred  Baker,  Sylvia  Johnson,  Joyce  McKinney, 
El  gree  Faircloth,  Dixon  Jackson,  Diamond  Jernigan,  Laura  Jackson,  Marie  Stancil,  and  Shelby  Jackson.  Not 
present:  Martha  Sue  Faircloth,  Susan  Faircloth,  and  Judy  Honeycutt. 
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and  a  O  1  I^IM  Hi 

Significance  in  Christ  as  a  Young  Adult 


"Life  is  like  a  box  of  cliocolates," 
says  a  movie  quote  tliat  is  fairly 
famous  now. 

Is  that  really  true?  Is  life  really 
random  and  things  just  happen  with 
no  plan,  no  order,  no  rhyme,  and  no 
reason?  Do  we  really  "never  really 
know  what  we're  going  to  get"? 

I  find  the  Bible  corrects  us  from 
this  misinformation. 

We  often  study  the  significance  of 
Christ  in  youth  and  young  adults  and 
there  is  no  better  place  to  show  us 
just  how  organized  and  orchestrated 
our  lives  are  and  can  be.  We  have 
studied  how  God  has  plans  for  us 
from  the  time  He  knits  us  in  our 
mother's  wombs.  We  have  talked 
about  how  our  destiny  in  God  is 
wondrous  and  there  is  a  place  in  His 
plan  for  our  lives  at  whatever  age  we 
will  accept  it.  We  have  also  talked 
about  how  many  times  that  destiny 
is  magnified  when  we  move  into  it  at 
a  young  age  and  take  our  place  right 
away. 

We  have  covered  this  precept; 
there  is  a  plan  for  everyone  at  every 
age  set  forth  by  God. 

Life,  no  matter  how  poetic  it  may 
have  sounded  in  a  movie,  is  not  like 
a  box  of  chocolates. 

Life  is  actually  like  a  magnificent 
tapestry,  a  woven  fabric.  It  is  like  a 
material  creation  that  has  rows  and 
lines  of  twine  and  thread,  carefully 
spun  and  woven  to  create  an 
expansive  garment  or  cloth,  with 
room  for  all  the  threads  one  can  find 


or  see  God  deems  fit  to  include  in 
the  making. 

One  line  tied  to  another,  wrapped 
about  another,  intertwined  with  even 
more,  all  like  lives  and  moments  tied 
to  each  other  and  working  together 
to  make  a  greater  whole.  When  one 
strand  is  weak,  the  other  strands 
hold  fast,  and  support  it  and  support 
the  whole.  All  things,  working 
together.  That  is  more  how  life  really 
is,  and  really  should  be.  All  of  us  tied 
together,  working  together. 

This  is  even  more  so  in  the  Body  of 
Christ.  All  of  us  woven  into  one.  One 
Body.  One  Mind.  One  Accord.  This 
is  the  plan  of  God.  Each  strand  and 
twine  significant,  but  none  alone. 

Now,  let's  look  again  at  the 
significance  of  Christ  in  youth  and 
young  adults. 

What  an  important  strand  of  life's 
fabric— our  youth!  These  are  the 
future.  Without  youth  and  young 
adults,  the  garment  stops— the  fabric 
has  an  end.  The  next  generations 
are  woven  into  the  current  pattern 
and  tapestry,  and  they  have  an 
awesome  place  in  it.  Just  look  at 
the  colors  they  bring,  the  interest 
they  share.  But,  then,  as  the  twine 
and  strings  of  the  past  and  present 
fade,  the  strands  of  youth  become 
the  garment  and  take  it  over,  giving 
a  future  and  a  continued  weave.  The 
cloth  does  not  fail,  does  not  stop. 
These  strands  are  the  future. 

There  is  an  example  of  this  very 
thing  we  see  in  the  book  of  Exodus. 


with  Wyatt  Harvey 


Moses  was  weary  with  leading  and 
handling  each  and  every  small  thing. 
He  was  aging  and  tiring.  His  father- 
in-law,  Jethro,  spoke  with  him  one 
day  about  that.  He  advised  Moses, 
reminded  him,  that  he  would  not  be 
there  forever.  He  would  pass  away. 
He  reminded  him  that  he  should 
seek  God  on  a  way  to  pass  on  God's 
rule  without  Moses  to  verbalize  it  for 
the  Hebrew  children. 

In  essence,  he  was  learning 
that  leadership  and  place  had  to 
be  passed  to  others  to  continue 
onward.  Those  younger  would  have 
to  take  the  reins  so  to  speak,  or 
allow  themselves  to  be  woven  into 
leadership.  And,  the  elders  would 
face  a  time  to  allow  that  to  happen, 
to  let  the  younger  ones  take  the 
places  God  planned  for  them. 

We  were  shown  then  that  for  the 
garment  to  continue,  for  the  tapestry 
to  grow  and  not  cease,  new  threads 
would  have  to  be  woven  into  place. 

The  significance  of  Christ  in  youth 
and  young  adults  is  now,  but  is  also 
the  future.  Without  them,  there  is 
no  future.  How  many  times  did  God 
remind  us  of  this?  Constantly.  We 
are  constantly  told  in  the  Bible  how 
to  bring  up  the  youth  in  the  ways  of 
God  not  only  for  themselves  but  also 
for  the  future  of  the  faith. 

Let's  celebrate  our  young  adults— 
our  future.  And  let's  be  sure  to 
prepare  them  for  the  journey. 
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19"'  Century  Leaders  {continued  from  page  4) 

an  important  role  in  reorganizing  the  General  Conference 
at  Louson  Swamp  Church  in  1842,  thus  helping  to  prevent 
the  denomination  from  abandoning  its  heritage  after  the 
Bethel  Conference  voted  to  drop  the  name  Free  Will  Baptist 
in  1841  and  essentially  adopt  the  program  of  the  Disciples 
movement. 

The  name  of  Rufus  K.  Hearn  was  added  to  the  list  of 
ministers  in  the  General  Conference  in  1853,  a  year  which 
was  marked  by  division  over  the  issue  of  secret  societies  but 
was  also  the  beginning  of  the  period  of  the  most  significant 
growth  in  the  history  of  the  denomination.  Rufus  K. 
Hearn  was  born  on  October  20,  1819,  the  son  of  Howell 
Hearn,  also  a  FWB  minister.  He  was  married  in  1846  and 
united  with  Gum  Swamp  Church  on  November  25,  1850 
and  was  ordained  in  1853.  During  the  first  years  of  his 
ministry  he  witnessed  a  turbulent  controversy  over  secret 
societies  but  does  not  seem  to  have  been  directly  involved 
in  that  controversy.  He  was  soon  chosen  as  the  recording 
secretary  of  the  conference  and  served  in  that  capacity  for 
many  years.  He  was  a  faithful  pastor  and  a  stalwart  leader  in 
the  conference  for  four  decades.  About  1880,  he  prepared  a 
manuscript  on  the  "Origin  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  North  Carolina."  It  was  the  first  such  attempt  to  write  a 
history  of  the  denomination  and  was  likely  first  published  in 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  of  which  he  became  the  editor  in  1880. 


A  copy  of  his  manuscript  was  sent  to  D.  B.  Montgomery 
who  used  it  in  his  General  Baptist  History,  published  in 
1882.  Thad  Harrison  and  J.  W.  Barfield  also  used  it  in  their 
History  of  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina,  published 
in  1897. 

These  men  who  lived  in  the  19th  century  were  some  of  the 
torchbearers  ot  our  Free  Will  Baptist  tradition.  There  were 
others  whose  contributions  were  noteworthy  and  hundreds 
of  mothers  and  fathers  who  kept  the  faith  and  passed  on  that 
faith  to  later  generations.  If  they  had  not  done  so,  we  might 
not  be  able  to  celebrate  that  heritage  today.  Men  like  Joseph 
Parker,  who  was  the  first  pastor  of  Little  Creek  Church  and 
organized  others  in  that  area,  deserve  to  be  recognized  and 
honored  for  their  labors,  just  as  we  try  to  honor  those  living 
among  us  today  who  have  rendered  outstanding  service 
to  the  denomination.  Should  not  Joseph  Parker's  name  be 
placed  on  the  wall  of  honor  at  our  headquarters  in  Ayden? 
Are  there  others  who  have  long  since  passed  on  to  their 
reward  who  ought  to  be  given  the  same  recognition?  The 
fact  that  we  can  celebrate  284  years  of  organized  work  here 
in  North  Carolina  and  four  hundred  years  since  the  first 
General  Baptist  Church  was  established  in  England  just 
outside  the  city  of  London  is  a  tribute  to  many  other  persons 
who  belonged  to  the  generations  that  lived  before  us.  We 
should  never  allow  ourselves  to  forget  that. 


Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation,  Inc. 


Ayden  Bible  Bookstore 

3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-6128  •  (800)  849-3927 

Kinston  Bible  Bookstore 

123  North  Queen  Street  •  Kinston,  NC  28501 
(252)  527-2843  •  (800)  875-8049 

New  Bern  Bible  Bookstore 

1232  South  Glenburnie  Road  •  New  Bern,  NC  28562 
(252)  638-6193  •  (800)  875-8048 
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Layman's  League 

Annual  Meeting 
AND  Spiritual  Life  Retreat 

June  10-11,  2011 

If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world  would  love  his  own:  because  ye  are  not  of  the  world, 
but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you  (John  15: 19). 

THEME:  Chosen  Out  of  the  World 

As  men  of  God  we  have  been  called  to  live  holy,  dedicated  lives. 
Our  commitment  is  to  be  real,  our  service  is  to  be  vital,  and  our  character  is  to  be  pure. 

Friday,  June  10    (Juniper  Chapel  OFWB  Church,  Vanceboro) 

6:30  P.M.  Meal  furnished  by  Juniper  Chapel 

Business  Session 
Speaker:  Brother  Harold  Swinson 

Saturday,  June  1  1     (Faith  Training  Center,  Morehead  City) 
8:00-9:00  A.M.  Breakfast  ($5)  and  Fellowship 

9:00-9:45  A.M.  "Be  Not  Conformed"  Brother  Owen  Arthur 

(Romans  12:1-2) 

1 0:00- 1 0:45  A.M.  Special  Music:  Juniper  Five 

1 1 :00-l  2:00  NOON  "Lovc  Not  the  World"  Brother  Bobby  Owens 

(1  John  2:15-17) 


For  further  information  contact: 

Mike  Scott 

(252)  244-2245  (home)  or  (252)  671-3857  (cell) 


Eighth  Annual 
Cragmant 
Spring  Swing 
Ealf  Tournament 


Spansored  by 

□rmandsville  FWB  Layman's  Leayue 
Friday,  June  3,  2011  @  p.m. 
Ayden  Ealf  and  Country  Club 


Registration  Form 

Ayden  Golf  and  Country  Club  is  located  just  off  Highway  102  East  of  Ayden 
Cost:  $65  per  Player — $260  per  Team 
Format:  Four  Man  Super  Ball 
Shotgun  Start  at  1:00  p.m.  (morning  round  available  if  enough  participation) 
Field  Limited  to  22  Teams  (each  start) 
Prizes  Awarded  at  the  end  of  the  day 
Handicap  Each  Player  As  An  "A,  B,  C,  or  D"  Senior  (60+)  Division  Available 
Make  Checks  Payable  To  "Cragmont"  and  Return  with  Registration  to: 
Bryant  Hines,  7946  Bear  Grass  Road,  Robersonville,  NC  27871 
Telephone:  (252)  792-5745  or  (252)  799-1826  (cell) 


Player  1  (Captain)  HNDCP  Age. 

Address  

City,  State,  Zip  

Telephone  Email  

Player  2  HNDCP  Age. 

Player  3  HNDCP  Age. 

Player  4  HNDCP  Age. 
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Please  join  us  for  the  8*^  Annual 

Paper  and  Cleaning  Products  Drive 

Friday,  July  15,  at  7:15  p.m. 

Fireworks  Night! 

Paper  and  Cleaning  products  will  be  collected  at  the  gates  to  benefit 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  in  Middlesex,  NC 

Our  Layman's  League  has  joined  once  again  with  the  Carolina  Mudcats  to  promote  a  day  to  help  the  Children's 
Home.  On  July  15,  the  Mudcats  are  going  to  have  bins  set  up  at  the  entrances  of  their  stadium  for  people  to 
bring  paper/cleaning  products  for  the  Children's  Home.  This  is  a  great  opportunity  for  your  church,  Layman's 
Leagues,  Woman's  Auxiliaries,  and  youth  groups  to  begin,  even  now,  to  collect  paper/cleaning  products  and 
bring  them  to  Tri-County  Stadium  on  that  day.  There  is  a  discount  for  tickets  purchased  in  bulk  and  would  make 
a  great  day  of  ministry  and  fun. 

Campus  Needs 

Paper  towels,  toilet  paper,  all  types  of  cleaning  supplies,  Lysol,  Pine-sol,  and  lemon  cleaners.  Pledge,  and 
whatever  cleans  good  (No  Glass  Cleaner),  laundry  detergent,  bleach,  dish  detergent,  (personal  hygiene  items) 
antiperspirant  (boys  and  girls),  body  lotions,  bath  powder,  shampoo,  twin  size  comforters,  sheet  sets,  blankets, 
33  gallon  or  larger  trash  receptacles,  trash  bags  (33  gallon  or  larger),  kitchen  towels,  and  dish  cloths 

All  Church  groups  registered  In  advance  will  receive:  $6  Box  Seat  Special  (regular  price — $10) 
To  receive  this  special  discount,  all  tickets  must  be  paid  for  by  July  8.  Discount  not  available  at  the  gate.  Tickets 
will  be  mailed  within  10  days  prior  to  the  game.  Paper  Products  will  be  dropped  off  at  the  stadium. 


Paper  and  Cleaning  products  Drive  Questions? 
Call  Bill  Doane 
252-753-3717 


Mudcats  Questions? 
Call  Joshua  Bridges 
919-269-2287 
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Display/ Advertising  Rates 
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—1/8  page  vrt./hrz.  • 

►  $20 
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—1/4  page  vrt./hrz.  " 

►  $30 
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—  1/2  page  vrt./hrz.  • 

•  $40 
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•  $60 

b/w — back  cover  • 

•  $120 

color — back  cover  • 

•  $150 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  •  $8 

(maximum  of  4  lines) 

Personal  Information  Changes  •  No  Charge 

(notice  of  phone,  mailing  address,  and  e-mail  address  changes) 

These  rates  are  for  first-time  runs.  Additional  consecutive 
runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of  space. 
We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  necessary.  You  will 
be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


These  advertising  rates  are  for,  and  advertising  is  permitted  by, 
OFWB  churches  and  auxiliary  organizations.  These  charges 
apply  to  any  announcements,  coming  event  listings,  invitations, 
and  registration  forms.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the 
editor  by  e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(800)  849-3927  ext.  227.  There  is  no  charge  for  feature 
article  submissions  from  OFWB  churches/members  or 
news  releases  of  recent  OFWB  church  happenings. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5'''  day  of  the  month  prior  to  pubHcation.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5'''  day  of  December.)  When  the  5""  falls  on 
a  weekend,  material  is  due  on  the  Friday  before.  You 
may  submit  items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@'fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PC  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 

*Phone-in  or  handwritten  information  is  acceptable. 

However,  we  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  errors! 
"Pictures  are  not  returned  unless  there  is  an  appropriate 

self-addressed  stamped  envelope  included! 

Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  run  for 
2  months  only. 


T 

F 

W 

B 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 

WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU  HAVE: 

a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate  copies, 
missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  problems,  or 
you  want  to  renew  or  cancel  a  subscription.  You  may 
contact  us  by  e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or 
by  phone  at  (252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


Request  from  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 


In  the  past,  efforts  have  been  made  to  collect  obituaries  of  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  for  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection.  Because  of  the  interest  in  genealogical  research,  the  Collection  has 
enlarged  its  emphasis  by  adding  obituaries  of  Free  Will  Baptist  laypersons. 

"By  far  the  largest  volumes  of  inquiries  we  receive  (and  we  receive  many)  deal  directly  with  genealogy," 
says  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator  of  the  Collection.  "We  try  to  scan  newspapers  and  other  news  media  for 
death  notices,  but  certainly  we  do  not  always  see  the  notices  of  such  of  all  Free  Will  Baptists.  It  would  be 
helpful  if  family  members  and  friends  of  deceased  Free  Will  Baptists  would  clip  the  obituaries  and  send 
to  us  or  send  them  by  email.  This  would  enrich  our  preservation  of  FWB  denominational  history." 

Barefoot  suggests  that  perhaps  each  church  could  have  someone  designated  to  perform  this  work 
but  anyone  wishing  to  help  could  certainly  do  so  whether  designated  or  not.  Anyone  wishing  to  help 
in  this  important  matter  may  mail  notices  to:  FWB  Historical  Collection,  Moye  Library,  Mount  Olive 
College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  or  email  them  directly  to  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator, 
at  <gbarefoot@moc.edu>. 

If  additional  Information  Is  needed,  contact  Gary  Barefoot  at  (919)  658-7827 

or  at  the  email  address  above. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  FOUNDATION 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

A  Foundation  for  the  Future  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
announces  the 

Willie  E.  And  Sallie  Hare  Renfrew  Family  Endowment: 
Scholarships  For  Christian  Ministry 


The  Reverend  Willie  E.  Renfrew 

Born:  September  10,  1914 
Died:  October  23,  1970  (Age  56) 

Sallie  Hare  Renfrew 

Born:  November  21,  1918 
Died:  December  5,  1995  (Age  77) 
Married:  March  10,  1935 

For  information  on  how 
to  establish  an  endowment,  contact: 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 

NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries, 
619  West  Main  Street 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 


For  more  information  on  the  Renfrew  Family  Endowment 
and  the  North  Carohna  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries,  please  see  pages  22-23. 

Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us, 

Leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
And  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way 
For  those  who  come  after  us. 
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Cragmont  Month 


The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Monthly  Planner 

This  is  a  calendar  of  major  denominational  events.  Also  included  are  some  regular  holidays  and  special  days/seasons  of  the  Christian  year. 
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Coming  Soon: 

Cornerstone:  July  31 -August  5 
Emmanuel:  September  9-1 1 

Central  District  Auxiliary  Convention  (Fall):  Saturday,  September  24 
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The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and 
we  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news 
that  is  inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or 
policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony 
and  cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  and  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists.  The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The 
Free  Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is 
given  the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title 
or  to  the  person  submitting  said  article. 
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A  beautiful,  sunny  view  of  the  cafeteria  at  Cragmont  Assembly 
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REFLECTIONS 


with  C.  H.  Overman 


VANISHING  LANDMARKS 


Many  physical  landmarks  have  disappeared  from  the 
landscape  in  my  lifetime.  Such  will  be  the  case  in  everyone's 
life  as  the  years  and  decades  pass.  I  ride  down  the  rural 
roads  that  are  familiar  and  notice  how  things  have  changed. 
A  country  store  has  disappeared  from  the  scene  at  a  certain 
crossroads,  a  store  that  served  the  community  folks  with  the 
many  necessities  of  day-to-day  living.  An  old  country  home 
is  beginning  to  fall  apart,  a  home  that  in  years  past  housed 
a  family,  a  place  where  children  were  born  and  grew  up,  a 
place  that  echoes  with  silent  memories  of  days  gone  by.  Up  a 
lane,  maybe  a  quarter  mile  from  the  main  road,  old  barns  and 
shelters  contain  only  remnants  of  tools  and  instruments  that 
were  once  used  by  human  hands  that  labored  in  the  fields  and 
forests.  I  plan  to  turn  off  the  main  road  at  a  side  road,  but  I 
find  that  the  road  has  been  redirected.  I  pass  by  an  empty  lot 
where  a  church  once  existed.  It's  now  grown  up  with  bushes 
and  small  trees  and  ultimately  there  will  be  no  lot  at  all. 
Then  reality  sets  in — life  is  a  changing  cycle,  a  never-ending 
changing  of  the  landscape. 

For  years  the  people  living  in  Columbia,  NC,  anticipated 
the  day  when  the  new  four-lane  highway  would  be  completed. 
When  it  became  a  reality,  and  the  roadway  was  determined, 
many  of  the  landmarks  were  removed  out  of  necessity,  so 


much  so  that  our  friend,  James  Cahoon,  a  member  of  Sound 
Side  OFWB  Church,  remarked  that  he  could  hardly  find  his 
way  back  to  Columbia.  Of  course,  James  was  not  serious,  but 
merely  acknowledging  that  certain  changes  had  occurred  and 
he  was  not  yet  accustomed  to  them.  So  it  is  with  most  of  us. 

We  all  remember  quieter  days,  a  time  when  the  pace  of 
life  was  slower,  a  time  when  neighbors  visited  neighbors,  a 
time  when  front  porches  were  occupied  with  neighbors  and 
relatives  who  sat  and  rocked  and  talked.  Now  its  modern 
technology  that  grabs  our  attention  and  much  communication 
has  become  more  impersonal  as  we  (at  least  many  people)  press 
a  tiny  button  with  their  thumbs  and  we  call  it  texting. 

Churches  are  changing  in  many  ways  and  some  changes  are 
welcomed.  Sanctuaries  have  been  modernized  with  central  heat 
and  air-conditioning,  more  comfortable  seating,  and  sound 
systems,  etc.  Sound  tracts  are  replacing  the  piano  and  organs 
and  the  style  of  music  is  undergoing  a  revolution  for  good  or 
bad.  Hymn  books  are  left  in  the  pew  racks.  Do  these  present- 
day  changes  mean  that  we  are  becoming  more  spiritual  or  just 
more  modernized?  Are  the  landmarks  that  existed  for  so  long 
disappearing  and  being  replaced  with  a  feel-good  spirituality 
because  we  do  not  want  to  make  anyone  feel  uncomfortable 
regarding  their  relationship  to  God?  Simply  put — time  will  tell! 


New  Features: 

•  Links  to  FWB  Ministries 

•  Printing  Services 

•  News  &  Events 
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•  Sunday  School 
Curriculum  Information 

•  Opportunities  to  Support 
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The  Campbellite  Crisis 


The  "Campbellite  Crisis"  has  its  roots  and  beginnings  in 
1809  with  Thomas  Campbell  of  Brush  Run,  Pennsylvania, 
when  he  published  his  call  for  all  Christians  "to  strive  for 
brotherly  union  under  the  leadership  of  Christ,  and  the  sheer 
efficiency  of  the  Scriptures  as  an  adequate  guide."  That  same 
year,  Alexander  Campbell,  son  of  Thomas  Campbell,  arrived 
from  Scotland  and  became  a  champion  of  these  beliefs. 
Alexander  started  a  paper  called  The  Christian  Baptists  in 
1823  and  in  1826  the  paper  appeared  in  North  Carolina. 
By  1833  the  movement  was  attracting  considerable  attention 
throughout  the  country. 

As  early  as  1829,  the  Christian  Baptists  sent  messengers 
to  meet  with  the  General  Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  and  the  Conference  also  appointed  messengers  to 
attend  their  meetings.  Thus,  a  cordial  relationship  continued 
for  several  years  as  the  Campbells  continued  to  build  upon 
these  relationships. 

The  Campbells  called  their  efforts  the  "Reformation 
Movement,"  preaching  four  basic  tenets:  the  union  of  all 
Christians,  the  dropping  of  all  denominational  names  and 
using  the  name  "Christian"  only,  the  necessity  of  water 
baptism  for  salvation,  and  the  use  of  no  formulated  church 
creed. 

On  April  9,  1834,  Thomas  Campbell  came  to  Pantego, 
North  Carolina,  where  he  was  entertained  in  the  home  of 
a  Free  Will  Baptist  schoolteacher  and  minister,  Thomas  J. 
Latham .  Campbell  evidently  had  a  great  influence  on  Latham . 
From  that  time  on,  he  became  a  leader  in  the  movement 
to  unite  the  Free  Will  Baptists  with  the  Campbellites. 
Latham  was  the  clerk  of  the  Shiloh  Conference,  which  put 
him  in  a  position  of  great  influence  under  the  leadership  of 
Campbell. 

Latham  turned  his  influence  toward  some  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  churches,  persuading  them  to  accept  Campbell's 
views.  Some  of  the  churches  that  followed  were  Welch's 
Creek  in  Martin  County,  Little  Swift  Creek  and  Bay  River 
in  Craven  County,  and  four  other  churches  as  they,  too, 
embraced  Mr.  Campbell's  views. 

In  the  Bethel  Conference,  under  the  leadership  of  such 
men  as  Benjamin  Parrot,  Winsor  Dixion,  John  H.  Dixion, 
John  L.  Clifton,  and  Reuben  Barrow,  the  crisis  came  to 
the  forefront  as  these  men  insisted  on  the  abolition  of  the 
Confession  of  Faith  of  the  Free  Will  Baptists.  By  1839, 
this  issue  was  in  control  of  the  Conference.  Elder  Jeremiah 


Heath  made  a  motion  that  all  the  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers 
be  required  to  confess  their  loyalty  to  Free  Will  Baptist 
principles.  The  motion  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  eight  to 
twenty.  Elder  Heath  was  so  disappointed  that  he  asked  that 
his  name  be  removed  from  the  minutes. 

In  1841  the  Free  Will  Baptist  designation  was  dropped 
from  the  name  of  the  Bethel  Conference,  and  just  the  term 
"Bethel  Conference"  was  used.  Elder  Thomas  J.  Latham 
gave  a  circular  letter  at  this  meeting,  which  was  held  at  Piney 
Grove  Church  in  Sampson  County,  in  which  he  talked  about 
the  union  of  Free  Will  Baptists  and  Campbellites. 

In  1843,  the  Bethel  Conference  met  at  Wheat  Swamp 
Church,  Lenoir  County,  and  Latham  offered  a  resolution 
"which  emphatically  deplored  denominational  divisions, 
declaring  for  the  autonomy  of  the  local  church  in  faith 
and  practice,"  and  concludes  with  the  following  resolution: 
"Resolved  that  such  churches  as  are  willing  to  unite  with  us 
on  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  the  Rule  of  Faith  and  Discipline, 
reserving  to  themselves  the  right  to  interpret  the  same  for 
their  own  regulation,  be  affectionately  invited  to  represent 
themselves  by  delegates  in  this  conference." 

The  passage  of  this  resolution  was  the  climax  of  a  long 
campaign  that  divided  Free  Will  Baptists. 

When  the  Conference  met  the  following  year  at 
Hookerton,  Robert  Bond  offered  a  resolution  which 
requested  the  delegates  of  the  Bethel  Conference  and  the 
Christian  Baptists  or  Campbellites  to  meet  at  Hookerton  on 
May  2,  1845  for  the  union  of  all  those  who  had  "Disciple" 
convictions.  His  resolution  stated  that  a  convention  be  held 
at  Hookerton  "for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  union  between 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in  this  Conference  and  such  other 
Churches  of  Christ  as  are  willing  to  unite  on  'The  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints.'"  Their  view  was  to  unite  on  the 
condition  that  the  member  churches  shall  claim  no  other 
name  than  that  of  Churches  of  Christ;  and  that  they  shall 
take  the  Bible  alone  as  their  only  Rule  of  Faith  and  Practice, 
and  discard  all  human  creeds,  traditions  or  commandments 
of  uninspired  men  as  useless.  The  New  Testament  was  to  be 
the  sole  sufficient  guide  to  faith  and  practice.  The  outcome 
of  that  meeting  resulted  in  the  union  of  the  two  groups  to 
form  "the  Bethel  Conference  and  Union  Meeting  of  the 
Disciples  of  Christ." 

article  continued  on  page  26 
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CRAGMONT  ASSEMBLY 


1233  North  Fork  Road  •  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711  •  828.669.7677  •  www.cragmontassembly.com 

Bed,  Breakfast  and  Blessing 

BED:  Come  to  Cragmont  for  a  place  of  rest  and  relaxation. 
BREAKFAST:  Have  a  hearty  meal  to  start  your  day. 

BLESSINGS:  Listen  to  inspiring  words  before  you  begin  your  day's  adventures. 


This  summer  offering  has  become  very  popular  for  vacationing  families  desiring  to  spend  time 
in  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina.  You  may  spend  the  entire  time  or  any  part  of  it.  The  cost 
is  $25  per  person/per  day,  vy/hich  includes  a  night's  accommodation  and  breakfast.  A  deposit  of 
$25  per  person  is  required. 

Cragmont  Club  membership  benefits  may  be  used. 

For  more  information  or  details  about  this  unique  summer  offering  for  vacationing  families,  call 
our  toll  free  number,  (877)  669-7677,  email  <cragmont@charter.net>,  or  mail  to  Cragmont, 
1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  2871L  We  will  need  your  name,  address,  and  phone 
umber.  We  do  accept  Visa,  MasterCard,  or  Discover.  Checks  should  be  payable  to  Cragmont. 
Cancellation  30  days  prior  to  July  1,  2011  is  required  for  a  full  refund  of  deposit. 


2011  Cragmont  Summer  Schedule 


Minister's  Conference 

June  6-8,  2011 

Stephen  Prescott:  (910)  567-5347 

Dayspring  Conference 

June  8-11,  2011 

Joan  Little:  (252)  753-3217 

Cragmont  Youth  Conference 

June  13-18, 2011 

Angela  Mattox:  (252)  671-7176 

Christian  Cadet  Conference 

June  20-25, 2011 

Joey  Williams:  (919)  734-9080 

Youth  Frontier  Conference 

June27-July  2, 2011 

Frankie  Baggett:  (252)  746-7850 

Bed,  Breakfast  &  Blessing 

July  2-5,  2011 

Arlinda  Williams:  (877)  669-7677 


Pee  Dee  Youth  Conference 

July  5-8, 2011 

Buddy  Sasser:  (919)  734-3320 

General  Youth  Conference  II 

July  11-16,  2011 

Wilma  Parker:  (252)  522-0967 

General  Youth  Conference  I 

July  18-23, 2011 

Bryant  Mines:  (252)  792-5745 

Young  People's  Bible  Conference 

July  25-29,  2011 

Chuck  Owens:  (252)  536-2202 

Cornerstone  Woman's  Conference 

July31-August  5, 2011 
Joan  Little:  (252)  753-3217 

Emmanuel  Woman's  Mini  Conference 

September  9-11, 2011 
Joan  Little:  (252)  753-3217 
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Weathering  the  Storm  Together 

 Minister  s  Program  Sunday 


BY  DONALD  FADER 

Each  of  us  is  aware  that  the  great  recession  has  lasted  longer 
and  affected  more  families  than  any  economic  event  since  the 
Great  Depression.  Our  churches  have  not  been  exempt.  Each  of 
you  probably  knows  someone  who  has  lost  his  or  her  job  and  is 
struggling  each  day  to  provide  for  those  they  love. 

Churches  are  also  struggling  to  meet  budgets  and  financial 
obligations.  In  many  cases  offerings  have  declined  and  programs, 
projects,  and  denominational  support  has  been  reduced  or 
postponed.  This  situation  is  not  unique  to  the  churches  of  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  it  is  happening  across  the  nation. 
Everywhere  people  are  being  forced  to  make  difficult  decisions 
and  none  are  more  difficult  than  those  being  made  in  the 
church. 

The  politicians  in  Washington  are  not  showing  the  people 
much  in  the  way  of  leadership.  Their  response  to  budget  shortfalls 
is  to  borrow  money  against  future  generations.  They  are  unable 
to  find  the  courage  to  make  the  decisions  that  will  lead  us  to 
financial  and  fiscal  stability.  Shame  on  them  for  not  providing  us 
with  the  example  you  and  I  need  to  place  our  own  fiscal  house  in 
order.  Each  of  us  knows  that  borrowing  is  not  the  solution  to  our 
own  personal  problems  so  we  have  to  cutback  and  look  for  extra 
income. 

The  same  is  true  with  the  church.  They  are  faced  with  the 
difficult  choice  of  increasing  income  or  reducing  expenses.  When 
you  look  at  the  budget  of  a  typical  church  you  will  find  that  one 
of  the  largest  line  items  is  the  pastor's  salary  and  congregations 
are  faced  with  the  temptation  of  reducing  the  number  in  that 
column. 

It  is  important  that  you  stop  and  consider  the  implications 
of  that  decision.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  changing  figures  on 
budget  so  that  the  numbers  at  the  bottom  will  equal  out.  Those 
numbers  have  a  profound  effect  on  the  family  of  the  pastor. 
Those  numbers  represent  obligations  that  the  pastor's  family  has. 
Promises  he  has  made  to  a  bank  or  credit  union  that  may  be  left 
unfulfilled  because  the  church  needs  to  balance  its  budget.  These 
numbers  represent  savings  for  retirement  and  college  tuition  for 
his  children. 

The  logic  of  this  decision  sometimes  rests  in  the  attitude  that 
in  difficult  times  everyone  has  to  sacrifice.  Be  assured  your  pastor 
knows  what  it  means  to  sacrifice.  Take  the  time  to  speak  to  your 
friends  who  attend  other  churches  in  your  community.  Ask  them 
about  their  pastor's  compensation.  More  often  than  not  there  is  a 
significant  disparity  between  your  pastor  and  theirs. 


Sacrifice  is  not  righteous  or  noble  until  it  is  shared.  You  cannot 
balance  the  budget  on  the  back  of  one  person  because  the  burden 
will  be  too  great.  Are  you  sacrificing  to  support  your  church? 
What  have  you  given  up  so  that  you  could  increase  your  gifts? 
There  is  no  doubt  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  storm  but  we 
are  in  this  storm  together  and  we  must  share  the  burden  it  has 
caused. 

Through  the  years  the  Minister's  Program  has  advocated  for 
our  pastors  by  encouraging  churches  to  work  with  their  pastor 
by  providing  living  wages  and  assisting  him  in  planning  for  his 
retirement.  Ask  yourself  this  question.  Is  your  church  funding  its 
pastor's  retirement  at  a  level  that  will  allow  him  to  retire  with  the 
dignity  worthy  of  a  person  who  has  given  their  life  in  the  high 
calling  of  ministry? 

One  of  the  most  important  things  that  the  Minister's  Program 
does  is  administer  a  top-flight  retirement  program  that  allows 
churches  and  ministers  to  work  together  in  planning  for  a 
retirement  that  is  sufficient  to  meet  his  family's  needs.  The 
Minister's  Program  is  in  the  promise  keeping  business.  Whether 
it  is  to  a  retired  minister,  a  widow,  an  older  minister  at  Christmas, 
or  a  young  minister  starting  out,  we  have  made  and  continue  to 
make  promises  to  those  we  serve. 

The  church/pastor  relationship  is  a  covenant.  Promises  made, 
promises  kept. 

Father's  Day,  June  19,2011  has  been  set  aside  by  the  Convention 
as  Minister's  Program  Sunday  in  the  local  Church  and  your 
support  of  the  program  helps  us  do  some  pretty  positive  things 
for  ministers  within  our  denomination  and  we  help  churches 
keep  their  promises  to  their  pastors. 

Most  of  the  promises  that  the  Minister's  Program  makes 
involve  finances.  Did  you  know  that  during  this  past  year  your 
church,  through  its  support  of  the  Minister's  Program  sent  $150 
to  every  minister  age  65  and  older  in  our  denomination?  This 
was  a  total  of  over  $15,000  through  an  annual  project  called 
Christmas  Cheer. 

Your  gifts  fund  the  administrative  costs  of  the  Ministers 
Retirement  Program,  Minister's  Widows  Plan,  and  the  Surviving 
Minister's  Program.  That  way  every  dollar  contributed  is  used 
100%  for  the  purpose  in  which  it  is  intended.  Additionally, 
many  of  our  retired  ministers  have  outlived  their  benefits  but 
continue  to  receive  their  monthly  and  quarterly  checks.  This  is 
only  possible  through  the  churches  support  of  this  program  on 
an  annual  basis. 

artii^le  continued  on  page  26 
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^  I J  Q(^lig  Hales 


WE  NEED  YOU,  GOD 


My  great-grandparents,  Ed  and  Celia  Garris,  were  married 
only  20  years  before  he  died  at  the  age  of  48.  His  death  was 
in  1918  of  Bright's  disease,  a  kidney  ailment,  and  it  would 
be  many  years  before  dialysis  and  kidney  transplants  would 
become  a  reality.  Wed  at  17  years  old,  Celia  was  widowed  at  37 
and  lived  almost  60  years,  to  age  96,  as  Ed's  widow. 

How  many  times  in  that  60  years  as  a  widow  did  Celia  need 
God?  I  speculate  that  there  were  a  multitude  of  times,  for 
Celia  was  prone  to  depression  with  its  accompanying  anxiety.  I 
witnessed  many  of  Celia's  trying  times,  times  when  she  needed 
God,  for  I  knew  my  great-grandmother  when  I  was  both  a 
child  and  then  an  adult.  I  had  celebrated  my  SO'*'  birthday  six 
months  before  her  death  of  a  sudden,  massive  stroke. 

Celia  needed  God  when  her  beloved  nephew,  Frank  Hart, 
had  to  undergo  major  surgery.  I  was  probably  about  eight  years 
old,  and  perhaps  too  young  to  be  invited  into  the  family  prayers 
that  Celia  led  in  the  guest  bedroom.  She  was  very  worried.  She 
turned  to  God.  And  she  was  therefore  a  powerful  witness  to  her 
impressionable  great-granddaughter.  I  have  always  suspected 
that  Celia's  prayers  were  very  powerful  indeed.  God  smiled  on 
her  and  her  entreaties  for  the  man  who  was  like  the  son  she  never 
had.  Frank  not  only  survived,  but  also  returned  to  good  health, 
and  frequent  visits  to  call  on  Celia.  I  never  knew  if  he  learned  of 
the  family  prayers  said  for  him  and  prompted  by  Celia. 

Looking  back  to  1918,  a  very  long  time  before  my  birth,  it 
is  clear  that  the  first  year  of  Celia's  widowhood  was  stressful 
in  the  extreme.  Ed  had  some  debts  to  pay  olf,  and  Celia  did  so 
shortly  after  his  death — but  this  generous  gesture  on  her  part 
left  her  and  her  two  teenage  daughters  only  $500  to  live  on 
until  the  farm  crops  came  in,  months  away.  A  daughter,  Anna 
(my  grandmother),  had  to  forego  dreams  of  music  school.  Her 


packed  trunk  had  to  be  unpacked.  Celia's  youngest  daughter, 
Cora  Lee,  eloped  that  year.  Celia  loved  her  new  son-in-law, 
Harry  Lee  Spivey,  but  the  shock  of  the  elopement  must  have 
been  great.  And  within  this  same  year  my  grandmother,  Anna, 
also  married,  to  Ed  Hill,  a  military  officer  who  took  her  near 
his  base  in  South  Carolina.  Celia  was  alone  in  a  large  house  for 
the  first  time  in  her  life. 

But  was  she  alone?  Knowing  her  as  I  did,  I  can  speculate  that 
when  her  need  was  so  great,  she  turned  to  God.  She  needed 
God,  and  He  was  there  for  her.  Just  as,  years  later,  she  would 
pray  for  Frank,  in  earlier  years  she  likely  prayed  for  herself  and 
her  now-dispersed  family. 

May  all  of  us  follow  the  example  that  I  speculate  came  from 
Celia  Garris.  She  was  much  beloved  in  her  later  years,  and  family 
surrounded  her — warmed  by  the  love  that  she  emanated. 

Surely  this  love  was  prompted  by  hours  of  prayer.  Nobody 
becomes  a  role  model  of  love  and  caring  without  deep,  deep 
praying — the  kind  that  I  speculate  was  a  part  of  Celia's  life 
throughout  all  its  many  years.  As  a  very  elderly  individual,  she 
spent  years  just  sitting  in  her  orthopedic  chair  in  the  corner 
of  the  room,  by  the  heater,  where  it  was  warm.  (Reading 
became  problematic,  because  cataract  surgery  was  not  yet  well 
advanced.)  Her  extended  family  visited  often,  and  as  long  as 
her  hearing  continued  keen  enough  (she  wore  her  hearing  aid 
only  to  please  me),  she  took  part  in  the  family  conversation. 
But  what  about  the  times  of  just  sitting?  I  asked  her  what  she 
thought  about.  She  replied,  "First  one  thing,  then  another."  I 
do  think  that  that  was  her  way  of  keeping  her  privacy  about 
prayer.  She  was  transformed  into  a  saintly  woman,  the  most 
saintly  I  have  ever  known,  by  her  relationship  to  God. 

May  we  turn  to  God,  as  Celia  did,  in  good  times  and  bad. 


CHURCH  &  MINISTRY  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 


Winterville  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  an  OFWB  church,  is  actively  searching  for  a  Senior  Pastor 
whom  God  has  chosen  to  lead  us  into  the  future.  We  are  a  family-oriented  church  in  a  growing 
small  town.  We  have  a  congregation  of  140-180  with  a  strong  foundation  of  ministry.  We  need 
a  dynamic,  visionary  man  of  God  to  lead  us.  If  you  sense  God's  prompting  you  to  pursue  this 
opportunity,  please  email  <eforlines@suddenlink.net>  or  mail  your  resume  to  Pastor  %  Pulpit 
Committee,  2925  jolly  Road,  Winterville,  North  Carolina  28590. 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 

§1 

P.O.  Box  249  •  Middlesex,  NC  2/dd/ •  zbz.z3b.2lDl  •  www.Twbchildrenshome.^ 

Campus  Visitors 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  have  you  visit  with  us  on  campus.  We  only  ask  that  you  let  us 
know  in  advance,  so  we  can  have  someone  available  to  show  you  around  campus. 


Friendship  Woincm  '.v  Aii.xilicny,  Middlesex  Saratoga  Church  Youth  Group,  Saratoga 


Change  for  Children  201 1 

Our  Change  for  Children  campaign 
has  come  to  a  close.  Thanks  to  all  who 
participated  and  helped  make  this  a 
successful  campaign. 


Campus  Needs  List 

•  Cleaning  Supplies 

(Lysol,  Pine  sol,  The  Works,  Pledge) 

•  Washing  Machine  (heavy  duty) 
Call  for  details 

•  Dishwasher  (heavy  duty) 
Call  for  details 

•  Snacks  for  Summer  Recreation 

•  Paper  Plates,  Napkins,  and  Cups 

•  Non-Perishable  Food  Items 

•  Summer  Trip  ($3,500) 

•  Wal-Mart  Gift  Cards  for  the  Children 

•  Telephone  Calling  Cards 

•  Gift  Cards  to  Restaurants  ($150) 

•  Board  Games,  Jigsaw  Puzzles 


On  May  23,  the  home  celebrated  91  years  of  Christian  childcare.  It  is  because  of 
many  faithful  Free  Will  Baptists  that  we  have  been  able  to  provide  a  continuum 
of  Christian  care.  Together  we  will  continue  to  strive  to  make  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  children  in  need. 


OFWB  INTERNATIONAL 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbi.org 


Annual  Convention  In  Mexico 


BY  EVERARDO  MARTINEZ  HERNANDEZ 

On  March  12,  2011,  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches  in 
Mexico  gathered  for  their  Annual  Convention  in  the  city  of 
Acuna.  Those  in  attendance  were  pastors  and  representatives 
from  the  various  churches. 

The  Convention  concentrated  on  analyzing  the  work  of 
the  churches  during  2010.  We  also  discussed  the  situation  in 
Mexico  and  it's  affect  on  the  people.  The  country  is  developing 
into  a  new  society  devoid  of  values  and  ideas.  The  economic 
problems  have  contributed  to  this  change  in  society.  It  has 
also  affected  the  church  and  the  home. 

The  Convention  decided  to  develop  a  plan  to  protect  and 
help  the  youth  by  promoting  Christian  values  and  principles 
that  motivate  them  to  be  more  responsible  in  the  life  of  the 
family  and  community.  We  chose  a  theme  for  the  year  2011, 
"The  Year  of  Youth  and  Awakening  to  Salvation"  (Luke 
15:17-18).  We  plan  to  get  deeply  involved  in  reaching  young 
people  with  the  Gospel  this  year.  The  Convention  appointed 


a  committee,  headed  by  Elizabeth  Gonzalez  Herrera.  Others 
on  the  committee  are  the  Rev.  Juan  Montoya,  and  the  Rev. 
David  Teran.  This  committee  will  be  in  charge  of  youth 
activities  at  Camp  Morelos.  The  Convention  recognized  the 
importance  of  Christ  in  the  family  and  hopes  to  make  a  real 
difference  among  the  youth  in  Mexico. 

We  also  developed  a  men's  department  to  encourage  and 
help  men  be  more  responsible  as  the  head  of  the  family.  Many 
men  and  women  have  to  work  long  hours  to  support  their 
families  and  family  time  is  very  limited.  This  department 
will  help  them  find  quality  time  to  invest  in  the  life  of  their 
families.  Those  serving  on  this  committee  are  Bro.  Oscar 
Moyeda,  the  Rev.  Baldemar  Montoya,  and  the  Rev.  Eliseo 
Rodriguez. 

Life  is  often  difficult,  but  if  we  put  our  trust  in  God  we 
can  overcome  and  live  a  victorious  life.  We  ask  you  to  pray 
for  us,  that  these  programs  will  have  a  positive  impact  on  our 
community  and  churches.  ^ 
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The  Reverend  Harold  Jones 
Visits  Free  Will  Baptist  Work 

MANILA,  PHILIPPINES 

BY  MARVIE  CUBA 

We  are  so  grateful  and  blessed  because  God  is  so  good  to  every  one 
of  us.  Thank  you  to  our  beloved  missionary,  the  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  for 
visiting  us  in  God's  ministry  here  in  Metro  Manila,  Philippines.  On  April 
14,  2011,  almost  the  whole  day  he  spent  time  in  visitation,  fellowship, 
and  shared  words  of  encouragement  to  every  believer.  He  stresses  that 
Jesus  is  "dyan  lang"  which  means  very  near  to  us  to  help  us  in  the  things 
that  we  do.  That's  why  we  should  trust  Him  that  all  things  are  possible 
through  Him. 

We  have  two  house  churches  here  in  Metro  Manila,  one  in  Caloocan, 
where  we  live,  and  the  other  one  in  Bulacan,  which  is  19  kilometers 
away  from  Caloocan.  We  go  to  Bulacan  every  Friday  evening  for  prayer 
meeting  and  Sunday  afternoon  worship  service.  Sunday  morning  we 
have  our  worship  service  in  Caloocan.  We  have  church  activities  that 
help  the  members  to  be  a  part  of  God's  mission  and  also  helps  them  grow 
spiritually.  God  commands  us  to  go  to  all  peoples  everywhere  and  make 
disciples.  This  is  one  of  the  greatest  commandments  to  the  Church.  God 
always  keeps  His  promises,  to  those  who  believe  He  gives  eternal  life. 
Many  desire  eternal  life,  but  only  those  who  trust  Him  will  receive. 

We  are  inviting  everyone  to  open  our  Facebook  here  in  Metro  Manila 
chapter,  <firstfreewillbaptistphilippines@yahoo.com>  to  view  the 
ongoing  church  activities.  We  are  asking  your  prayers  in  this  field  of 
endeavor  to  continue  being  a  part  of  this  mission.  God  said  the  harvest 
is  plentiful,  but  the  laborers  are  few.  Let  us  pray  to  the  Lord  of  harvest  to 
send  more  laborers. 

Thank  you  very  much!  The  Lord  will  bless  us  all. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

0 

634  Henderson  Street  •  Mount  Olive.  NC  28365  •  1.800.653.0854  •  www.moc.edu                                               •  ■ 

Freshman  Orientation 

Approximately  80  incoming  Mount  Olive 
College  freshmen,  along  with  their  parents, 
visited  the  campus  on  Saturday  for  new  student 
orientation.  Students  spent  the  day  getting  to 
know  more  about  the  academic  opportunities 
available  at  Mount  Olive  College.  For  more 
information  about  Mount  Olive  College,  call 
1-800-653-0854  or  visit  <www.moc.edu>. 


Advice  to 
High  School  Seniors: 

What  will  you  do  this  summer  if  you  are  a 
high  school  senior.  Graduation  is  almost 
here  for  many  Free  Will  Baptist  seniors. 
What  will  you  be  doing  next  year  at  this 
time?  If  you  have  already  applied  and  been 
accepted  to  Mount  Olive  College,  then  by 
this  time  next  year,  you  could  be  a  rising 
college  sophomore!  There's  still  time  to 
make  your  college  choice. 


Here's  your  college  TO  DO  list 

1.  Make  Application  using  our  free  online 
form  at  <www.moc.edu>. 

2.  Have  your  high  school  transcripts  and 
SAT/ACT  scores  sent  to  Mount  Olive 
College  Admissions,  634  Henderson 
Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 

3.  Call  for  a  campus  tour  at  800-653-0854. 

4.  Provide  all  documents  requested  so  you 
can  be  accepted. 

5.  Make  plans  to  attend  freshman 
orientation. 

6.  Get  registered  for  classes  and  get  your 
college  ID. 

7.  Pack  bags  for  Fall  Welcome  Week. 


Stephanie  Asencio  and  Jaime  Monge  are  excited  as  they  register  for  their  classes! 


Rising  freshmen  and  their  parents  gather  tips  on  registering  for  classes.  Saturday,  April  9 
was  one  of  three  days  to  attend freshmen  orientation. 


Vice  President  for  Academic  Affairs  Dr.  Ellen  Jordan  helps  Carrie  Anne  Lamb  and  Blake 
Travers  with  some  of  the  paperwork  as  they  begin  their  joi^rney  at  Mount  Olive  College. 
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byirollmcht  bveyits  at 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Campus  Tours  for  New  Students 

Admissions  representatives  and  campus  tour  guides  will  be  glad  to  provide  one-on-one  information  for  you  and 
your  family  if  you  have  never  visited  our  campus.  Contact  them  for  a  guided  tour  of  the  campus,  special  scholarship 
and  financial  aid  information  at  800-653-0854  or  email  at  <admissions@moc.edu>. 

Scholarship  Information 

MOC  offers  assistance  to  all  families  as  they  complete  the  free  application  for  federal  student  aid  (FAFSA).  Contact 
Keith  Woodard  in  the  financial  aid  office  at  800-653-0854  for  more  information. 

Tuition  Grants,  Merit  Scholarships,  and  Residency  Awards 

OFWB  members  attending  MOC  in  the  daytime  program  receive  a  $3,000  grant  annually.  Merit  and  leadership 
awards  are  also  available  for  $3,000  and  $4,000  respectively.  Students  who  plan  to  live  on  campus,  if  receiving  Merit 
or  Leadership  awards,  get  an  extra  $1,000  per  year.  Complete  our  free  online  application  at  <www.moc.edu>  and 
have  official  high  school  transcripts  and  SAT  scores  sent  to  MOC.  You  will  automatically  be  reviewed  for  scholarship 
eligibility.  Contact  admissions  at  <admissions@moc.edu>  for  more  information. 

Freshman  Orientation  June  17  and  July  23, 201 1 

High  school  seniors  who  have  applied  and  been  accepted  to  Mount  Olive  College  are  invited  to  attend  Freshmen 
Orientation  and  advising  day  on  Friday,  June  1 7  or  Saturday,  July  23,  201 1 .  Contact  Admissions  at  800-653-0854  or 
send  email  to  <admissions@moc.edu>  for  more  information.  Openings  are  available  for  residents  and  commuters. 
Complete  our  free  online  application  at  <www.moc.edu>. 

What  is  Orientation  Day? 

Orientation  day  includes  campus  tours,  meetings  with  academic  advisors,  sessions  with  financial  aid,  coaches,  music 
and  art  professors  and  other  college  officials  who  can  help  with  plans  for  fall  semester.  Art  students  can  bring  their 
portfolio  for  scholarship  review  and  students  who  want  to  audition  for  musical  group  scholarships,  regardless  of 
major,  can  make  arrangements  to  show  their  talent  on  orientation  day.  To  find  out  about  auditions,  portfolio  review 
or  trying  out  for  a  spot  on  a  team,  contact  admissions  at  800-653-0854  or  at  <admissions@moc.edu>. 

One-Night-a-Week  Programs  at  a  Location  Near  You 

One-night-a-week  programs  for  adults  21  years  and  older  are  available  at  New  Bern,  Jacksonville,  Mount  Olive 
Evening  College,  Research  Triangle  Park,  Wilmington,  and  Washington.  Visit  <www.moc.edu>  to  learn  more  about 
these  programs.  To  make  contact  with  an  Admissions  Representative  at  one  of  our  locations,  call  1  -800-NEW  GOAL. 

Bachelor  Degree  Programs  in  One-Night-a-Week  Format 

Bachelor  degree  programs  offered  in  one-night-a-week  format  include  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology  (CJC), 
Management  and  Organizational  Development  (MOD),  Health  Care  Management  (HCM),  Management  of 
Information  Systems  (MIS),  Early  Childhood  Education  (ECE),  and  Religion  (MRM).  The  Heritage  Program  includes 
general  education  courses  and  can  be  combined  with  transfer  credits  and  electives  to  earn  the  Associate  Degree. 
Some  programs  are  not  offered  at  some  locations. 

Multiple  Start  Dates 

Fall  enrollment  dates  are  available  now.  Semesters  are  divided  into  three  5-week  sessions  A,  B,  and  C,  thus  making 
it  possible  to  begin  classes  at  nine  different  start  dates  throughout  the  year.  Each  class  meets  for  5  weeks  from  6-10 
P.M.  one  night  a  week. 
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Vivian  B.  Harrison  Lecture  Held  at  Mount  Olive  College 


Mount  Olive  College  held  its  21''  annual  Vivian  B.  Harrison 
Memorial  Lecture  in  Rodgers  Chapel  on  Tuesday  April  19, 
2011.  Dr.  C.  Kavin  Rowe,  assistant  professor  of  New  Testament 
at  Duke  University  Divinity  School,  was  the  guest  speaker.  His 
topic  was  "Ecclesiology  in  Luke-Acts." 

The  Vivian  B.  Harrison  Lecture  was  established  by  the 
Reverend  Frank  R.  Harrison  in  memory  of  his  late  wife.  The 
purpose  of  the  lecture  is  to  provide  a  medium  for  continuing 


education  for  the  ministers  and  laypersons  of  North  Carolina. 

Pictured  at  front  row  left-right  are:  Josh  Barfield  (Student); 
Mrs.  Barbara  Lancaster  and  husband  The  Reverend  Frank 
Harrison;  Dr.  Kavin  Rowe  (Speaker);  Kelli  Kosuda  (Student); 

Pictured  at  back  row  left-right  are:  Dr.  Tyanna  Yonkers  (Chair 
of  Religion  Department);  Josh  Hobgood  (Student);  and  Dr. 
Chris  Skinner  (Religion  Professor) 


Faith  and  Rural  Life  Conference 

The  Faith  and  Rural  Life:  Down  To  Earth  Ministry  held  at 
Mount  Olive  College  drew  clergy  and  laity  from  across  Eastern 
North  Carolina  to  explore  the  shape  of  Christian  community  and 
the  nature  of  Christian  missions  in  a  smaU-town,  rural  context. 
The  event  held  April  4-5  was  sponsored  by  the  Thriving  Rural 
Communities  initiative  at  Duke  Divinity  School,  the  Mount  Olive 
Ministerial  Association,  the  Presbytery  of  Coastal  Carolina,  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  Barrow 
Advisory  Committee  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

The  two-day  conference  included  lectures  from  Dr.  Ellen  Davis,  the 
Amos  Ragan  Kearns  Distinguished  Professor  of  Bible  and  Practical 
Theology  at  Duke  Divinity  School,  and  Dr.  Norman  Wirzba, 
Research  Professor  of  Theology,  Ecology,  and  Rural  Life  at  Duke 


Divinity  School.  The  conference  also  included  workshops  on  a 
variety  of  topics  related  to  rural  ministry,  including  evangelism, 
pastoral  care,  health  and  wholeness,  and  immigration  issues. 


Northeast  OFWB  Church  Pastor  Speaks 
in  Chapel  at  Mount  Olive  College 

Left  to  Right:  Samantha  Brickhouse  (Sound  Side  OFWB  Church, 
Tyrrell  County);  Matthew  Forrest  (Ayden  OFWB  Church,  Pitt  County); 
Richard  Cuddington  (Pastor  of  Northeast  OFWB  Church,  Wayne 
County);  Carla  Williamson  (Campus  Chaplain);  Mark  Webb  (Daniel's 
Chapel  OFWB  Church,  Wilson  County);  and  Kayla  Pridgen  (Mount 
Zion  OFWB  Church,  Wilson  County) 


Looking  for  a  Family  Vacation  Destination? 

Look  No  Further! 

Available:         Mount  Olive  College's  Pelletier  Creek  House 
5  miles  from  Atlantic  Beach 
Access  to  Bogue  Sound 

Location:  Pelletier  Creek  House 
4704  San  Juan  Circle 
Morehead  City,  NC  28557 

Features:  Deep  water  boat  dock,  conference  room,  deck,  sleeps  14  adults  and  several 

children,  5  bedrooms,  3  bathrooms,  kitchen,  den,  cable  TV  &  VCR,  quiet 
neighborhood. 

Check  in:    4:00  p.m.  Checkout:    11:00  a.m. 

Seasonal  Rates:  (Memorial  Day  thru  Labor  Day) 

Weekly — Monday  thru  Monday  or  Friday  thru  Friday  $1,300.00 

Midweek*  $  500.00 

Weekend*  $  500.00 

Nightly*  $  150.00 

*Split  weeks  and  nightly  will  be  scheduled  during  the  "season"  however  subordinate  to  renting  full  weeks. 
*Holiday  Weeks/Weekends  are  slightly  higher.  Please  call  for  rate. 

OfF-Season  Rates: 

Weekly  $1,100.00 

Mid-Week  $  400.00 

Weekends  $  400.00 

For  more  information,  contact  Margaret  Wells  at  Mount  Olive  College  at  919-658-7743 
or  1-800-653-0854  Ext.  1281  or  e-mail  <mwells@moc.edu>. 


No  pets,  alcohol,  or  smoking  please. 

Make  your  summer  vacation  plans  TODAY! 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbsundayschool.org 


christian  Education  Training 

Pleasant  Hill  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Grimesland,  North  Carolina 
7:00  p.M.-9:00  p.m. 

Fourth  Monday  of  Each  Month  Except 
July,  August,  and  December 


The  topic  for  discussion  will  be:  LEADING  YOUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  INTO  THE 
21"  CENTURY.  It  is  an  interactive  video  presentation  with  Dr.  Elmer  Towns  and  Dr. 
Stan  Toler.  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley  and  Mrs.  Gail  Heath  will  be  assisting  with  the  interactive 
conversations/discussions. 


•  April  25,  2011 

•  May  23,  2011 

•  June  27,  2011 

•  September  18,  2011 

•  October  24,  2011 


"The  Sunday  School  Challenge" 

"A  New  Vision  for  Sunday  School" 

"Sunday  School  Changes" 
"A  New  World  Class  Sunday  School" 

"A  New  Role  for  the  Sunday  School  Teacher" 

"A  New  Structure  for  Sunday  School" 
"Seven  Characteristics  of  a  Healthy  Sunday  School" 


•  November  28,  2011      "A  New  Sunday  School  Paradigm" 


Come  and  join  us  for  any  or  all  of  these  occasions! 
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Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday  School  Ministry 
SCHEDULED  LEARNING  OPPORTUNITIES 


The  Sunday  School  Ministry  is  pleased  to  pass 
along  to  everyone  the  learning  opportunities 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year  2011.  For  the 
topics  addressed  at  each  location,  please  check 
your  e-mail  or  call  the  Sunday  School  office. 
If  your  church  or  organization  is  interested  in 
having  a  representative  to  come  and  talk  with 
you  concerning  the  Sunday  School  Ministry 
and  its  opportunities,  please  contact  the  office 
in  Ayden  at  (252)  746-4963.  Ms.  Dudley  or 
Ms.  Heath  would  be  happy  to  assist. 


Rock  of  Zion  Church 

Grantsboro,  NC 

Dates  and  Times 

June  6,  2011 

7:00-^ 

?:30  P.M. 

September  5,  2011 

7:00-^ 

^:30  P.M. 

October  3,  2011 

7:00-5 

^:30  P.M. 

November  7,  2011 

7:00-5 

^30  p  M 

Tohnston  Union  Church 

Smithfield,  NC 

Dates  and  Times 

June  7,  2011 

7:00-5 

^:30  P.M. 

September  6,  2011 

7:00-5 

?:30  P.M. 

October  4,  2011 

7:00-5 

?:30  P.M. 

November  1,  2011 

7:00-5 

?:30  P.M. 

Kind's  Crossroads  Church 

Fountain,  NC 

Dates  and  Times 

June  13,  2011 

7:00-5 

?:30  P.M. 

September  12,  2011 

7:00-5 

^:30  P.M. 

October  10,  2011 

7:00-5 

1:30  P.M. 

November  14,  2011 

7:00-5 

?:30  P.M. 

Robert's  Grove  Church 

Dunn,  NC 

Dates  and  Times 

June  9,  2011 

7:00-5 

^:30  P.M. 

September  8,  2011 

7:00-5 

^:30  P.M. 

October  13,  2011 

7:00-5 

^:30  P.M. 

November  10,  2011 

7:00-S 

^:30  P.M. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church 

Grimesland,  NC 

Dates  and  Times 

June  27,  2011 

7:00-^ 

!:30  P.M. 

September  18,  2011 

7:00-e 

i:30  P.M. 

October  24,  2011 

7:00-^ 

i:30  P.M. 

November  28,  2011 

7:00-S 

!:30  P.M. 
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RADICAL 


By  David  Piatt 


What  is  Jesus  worth  to  you?' 

It's  easy  for  American  Christians  to  forget  how  Jesus  said  His  followers  would 
actually  live,  what  their  new  lifestyle  would  actually  look  like.  They  would,  He 
said,  leave  behind  security,  money,  convenience,  even  family  for  Him.  They  would 
abandon  everything  for  the  Gospel.  They  would  take  up  their  crosses  daily... 

But  who  do  you  know  who  hves  like  that?  Do  you? 

In  Radical,  David  Piatt  challenges  you  to  consider  with  an  open  heart  how  we  have 
manipulated  the  Gospel  to  fit  our  cultural  preferences.  He  shows  what  Jesus  actually 
said  about  being  His  disciple — then  invites  you  to  believe  and  obey  what  you 
have  heard.  And  he  tells  the  dramatic  story  of  what  is  happening  as  a  "successful" 
suburban  church  decides  to  get  serious  about  the  Gospel  according  to  Jesus. 

Finally,  he  urges  you  to  join  in  The  Radical  Experiment — a  one-year  journey  in 
authentic  discipleship  that  will  transform  how  you  live  in  a  world  that  desperately 
needs  the  Good  News  Jesus  came  to  bring. 

A  Review:  Radical  is  a  must-read  for  every  minister  and  layperson.  Piatt  explores 
the  New  Testament  meaning  of  "Christian  discipleship"  and  how  much  of  the 
Church  today  has  re-interpreted  what  Jesus  taught  and  have  substituted  our  cultural 
preferences  in  place  of  the  radical  call  of  Jesus  to  take  up  our  cross  and  follow  Him. 

This  book  would  be  an  excellent  source  for  mid-week  Bible  study  or  small  groups  in 
connection  with  Jesus'  New  Testament  teachings  on  discipleship. 

—  Frank  Harrison  — 


N£W   YORK   TfMES  B  E  S  I' S  H  I.  L  H  R 


J^^kH.^  BACK 


YQUH  FAITH 


F         W    T  H  e 

AMERICAN  OREAM 


RADICAL 


DAVID 

pj     1^     ^  -y* 


Softcover  Book,  230  pages— $14.99  Retail  .  Our  Price  $11.99  (You  Save  20%) 
Also  Available: 

The  Radical  Question  By  David  Piatt  ( 10  pack  booklet  ideal  for  small  group  study  or  welcome  packets) 

Softcover  Booklet  10  Pack— $19.90  Retail  .  Our  Price  $15.92  (You  Save  20%) 

Radical  Together  By  David  Piatt 

Unleashing  the  people  of  God  for  the  purpose  of  God. 

Take  the  next  step — from  radical  followers  of  Christ  to  radical  communities  of  faith. 

Softcover  Book— $14.99  Retail  .  Our  Price  $11.99  (You  Save  20%) 

To  order/purchase  any  of  these  titles,  call  1-800-849-3927  ext.l,  e-mail  your  order  to  <editor(2)fwbpress.com>, 
or  visit  one  of  our  Bible  Bookstore  locations  in  Ayden,  Kinston,  or  New  Bern,  NC. 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS 

FOUNDATION,  INC. 

Sj^readin^  the  Wcrd  Thrm^h  the  Printed  Fa^e! 
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619  W.  Main  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  919.658.3855  •  wraper(S)moc.edu 


A  Great  Family 
Legacy  Continues 

By  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President,  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 


The  Reverend  Daniel  Davis  (1826-1900) 
A  Patriarch  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


Danny  M.  Smith,  an  ordained  minister  of  the  Western 
Conference,  has  deep  roots  among  Free  Will  Baptists.  That  legacy 
will  live  on  for  generations  through  the  endowed  scholarship  he 
has  generously  established  in  the  name  of  his  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Esther  Davis  Smith. 

The  Family  Legacy 

Mrs.  Smith  was  the  daughter  of  the  Reverend  John  Exum 
Davis  (1861-1938),  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  minister,  who 
in  1898  served  as  the  first  principal  of  the  Ayden  Theological 
Seminary.  By  the  mid-1920s  the  Seminary  had  developed  into 
Eureka  College,  and  it  was  out  of  the  legacy  of  the  Seminary 
and  Eureka  College  that  Mount  Olive  College  was  born  in 
1951. .He  was  a  visionary  who  compassionately  proposed,  to  the 
newly  formed  North  Carolina  State  Convention  in  1915,  the 
establishing  of  a  home  for  homeless  children.  That  vision  stands 
in  reality  today  as  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  at 
Middlesex,  NC. 

Going  back  even  farther,  the  Reverend  Smith's  grandmother 
was  the  granddaughter  of  the  Reverend  Daniel  Davis  (1826- 
1900),  who  was  one  of  the  foremost  leaders  in  the  phenomenal 
growth  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  during  the  second  half 
of  the  19th  Century.  He  was  among  the  first  advocates  (1873) 
for  a  denominational  "newspaper,"  a  movement  that  led  to  the 
establishing  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  at  Ayden,  NC.  He  was 
also  a  leader  in  the  organization  of  the  Western  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  1887. 

The  Legacy  of  Preaching 
and  Planting  Churches 

Daniel  Davis  was  also  instrumental  in  the  formation  of 
several  new  churches  which  include:  1868 — Holly  Springs 
Church,  Johnston  County  (pastor  1868-1893),  1870 — Spring 
Hill  Church,  Wayne  County  (first  pastor),  1871 — Little  Rock 
Church,  Wilson  County  (pastor  1871-1893),  1880— Antioch 


Church,  Wayne  County,  1890 — Kenly  Church,  Johnston 
County,  1890 — Free  Union  Church,  Nash  County,  and 
1892 — Friendship  Church,  Johnston  County. 

The  Reverend  Daniel  Davis'  obituary,  published  in  the  minutes 
of  the  Central  Conference  (1900),  reports  that  "He  preached  over 
4,000  sermons,  traveling  many  thousands  of  miles  through  rain 
and  shine,  heat  and  cold.  Cold  winds,  snow,  and  sleet  did  not 
keep  him  Irom  meeting  his  appointments.  There  were  thousands 
converted  under  his  preaching,  and  the  churches  he  organized 
dot  the  counties  of  Wayne,  Johnston,  Wilson,  Nash,  Franklin, 
and  Wake.  A  large  number  of  the  ministers  in  our  state  were  set 

apart  through  his  influence  to  their  great  calling       He  was  a 

public  spirited  man.  He  favored  education,  and  the  up  building 
of  his  people." 

The  Esther  Davis  Smith 
Scholarship  Endowment 

In  creating  the  Esther  Davis  Smith  Scholarship  Endowment, 
the  Reverend  Danny  Smith  noted  that  his  grandmother  was  the 
seventh  of  nine  children  born  to  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  John 
Exum  Davis.  She  and  her  husband,  William  Henry  (Billy)  Smith, 
had  seven  sons — the  well-known  Smith  Brothers,  business  and 
agricultural  entrepreneurs  of  Dudley,  NC — one  of  whom, 
Aaron,  is  the  father  of  the  Reverend  Danny  Smith. 

Danny  Smith  referred  to  his  grandmother  as  "Ma  Smith,"  and 
said,  "she  always  thought  of  her  life  as  menial,  but  the  pride  and 
work  ethic  she  instilled  in  us  will  live  forever."  He  went  on  to 
say  that  his  grandmother  did  not  have  the  opportunity  to  go 
to  college;  but  through  the  scholarship  in  her  name,  he  wants 
to  "assist  students  in  attaining  higher  education,  whatever  their 
field  of  calling."  Due  to  this  generous  gift.  The  Reverend  Danny 
Smith's  family  legacy  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  will 
continue  in  the  good  name  of  his  beloved  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Esther  Davis  Smith. 

article  continued  on  page  26 
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WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 


Mornino;  Star  Retreat 

^m-^  Bv  Ann  Coneland 


The  annual  Morning  Star  Retreat  was  held 
from  April  29-May  1.  There  were  73  women 
registered  from  12  churches  across  the  state.  Kathy 
Hayes  from  Daniels  Chapel  was  the  speaker  for 
the  weekend.  She  spoke  on  the  importance  of 
learning,  praising,  and  growing  in  our  walk  with 
God.  She  gave  a  brief  but  very  detailed  history 
of  how  we  got  the  Bible  in  the  first  session.  A 
Praise  Fest  was  held  during  the  second  session 
with  songs  of  praise  and  testimonies.  The  last 
session  focused  on  the  importance  of  getting  our 
spiritual  lives  in  shape.  Kathy 's  messages  were  an 


By  Ann  Copeland 

inspiration  to  everyone.  Carol  Pittman  presented 
the  Saturday  morning  devotion  and  Christy  Goff 
taught  the  Sunday  School  lesson.  Both  of  these 
ladies  are  also  from  Daniel's  Chapel.  A  special 
thank  you  was  given  to  Danette  Groce,  from 
Daniel's  Chapel,  for  playing  the  piano  and  Susan 
Faircloth,  from  Robert's  Grove,  for  leading  the 
music.  An  offering  of  $1,530  was  collected  during 
the  Sunday  morning  service  and  presented  to  John 
Williams  to  be  used  for  the  needs  of  the  camp. 
The  weekend  was  both  relaxing  and  spiritually 
enriching  for  all  who  attended. 
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Financial  Trials 

By  Judy  N.  Lewis,  Secretary,  Winterville  Auxiliary 

This  was  the  topic  of  the  Woman's  AuxiUary's  April  program 
from  the  AuxiHary's  Devotion  book,  "Journey  to  Bethany." 

The  Winterville  Woman's  Auxiliary  met  on  Monday, 
April  11,  2011.  We  invited  some  of  the  local  auxiliaries  to 
join  us.  There  were  42  people  in  attendance.  Represented 
were  Bethany,  Reedy  Branch,  First  Church  of  Greenville, 
and  Winterville.  Our  special  speaker  was  May  Pittman  of 
First  Church  of  Greenville,  who  was  the  author  of  the  April 
program. 

A  welcome  and  opening  prayer  was  given  by  our  President, 
Debby  Gray.  Following  this,  special  music  was  provided  by 
Janet  Hines. 

Sandra  Jones  introduced  our  speaker  and  the  program  was 
turned  over  to  Mrs.  Pittman.  We  were  all  given  a  "$100  dollar 
bill  '  and  an  index  card.  We  were  asked  to  write  what  we  would 
buy  with  our  "$100."  Scripture  was  read  from  Mark  14.  We 
were  reminded  that  "our  tithes  and  offerings  are  an  expression 
of  our  love  for  God."  Is  He  pleased  with  the  way  we  spend  our 
monies?  "God  is  not  the  provider  of  all  of  our  wants  but  He  is 
the  provider  of  all  of  our  needs." 

Following  the  program  Michael  Bryan,  Pastor  ol  First 
Church  of  Greenville  dismissed  in  prayer.  We  then  enjoyed  a 
time  of  refreshments  and  fellowship  provided  by  the  ladies  of 
the  Winterville  Auxiliary. 

Through  this  meeting  we  were  provided  the  opportunity 
to  interact  with  fellow  Christian  ladies  that  we  might  not 
have  otherwise  met.  What  a  sweet  time  of  fellowship  can  be 
had  when  we  gather  with  other  children  of  God.  After  all,  no 
matter  what  church  we  attend,  if  we  have  asked  the  Lord  Jesus 
into  our  lives,  we  are  all  part  of  the  same  family. 


and  a  ST#NE 

Significance  in  Christ  as  a  Young  Adult 

with  Wyatt  Harvey 


The  call  is  out  there.  It  has  been  sounded  from  the 
very  foundations  of  all  that  there  is.  God  is  calling.  This 
call  is  not  a  casual  roll  call  or  an  invitation  to  think  about 
His  work,  either.  This  call  is  a  call  to  arms. 

There  is  a  war  being  waged  on  the  front  lines  of  battle 
every  single  day,  a  war  between  good  and  evil,  a  war 
over  the  souls  of  mankind.  A  struggle  between  light  and 
darkness,  and  one  that  many  times  is  going  on  inside 
ourselves,  a  pitched  battle  between  right  and  wrong. 

How  does  that  relate  to  a  monthly  article  of  young 
adults  and  youth  work?  Well,  it  relates  directly  to  it. 

The  significance  of  Jesus  in  our  young  adults  and 
youth  is  immeasurable.  A  war  is  going  on  and  our 
younger  generations  will  find  themselves  under  more 
attack  than  we  ever  did,  so  discussing  it  and  knowing  all 
we  can  about  it  is  very  important.  We  have  to  properly 
outfit  and  prepare  our  younger  warriors  to  carry  Jesus' 
banner  and  His  love  to  a  dark  world  desperately  in  need 
of  it  and  desperately  running  from  it  at  the  same  time. 

We  need,  as  a  body,  to  press  the  issues  home  how 
important  God  knows  our  younger  people  are.  They 
will  carry  the  future  or  they  will  drop  it,  they  will  move 
the  Body  into  victory  or  failure,  but  it  will  rest  upon  their 
shoulders  to  support  the  future. 

Every  chance  we  can  we  need  to  study  and  make 
known  the  many,  many  examples  the  Gospel  makes 
of  willing  young  people  who  did  miraculous  things  by 
believing  in  God.  David  was  a  mere  boy  when  he  began 
his  walk  with  God.  So  was  Solomon.  And,  to  be  honest, 
the  list  goes  onward  expansively.  We  need  to  make  note 
of  this  list  and  make  it  known  to  our  younger  people, 
give  them  pride  in  their  place  and  their  walk  with  the 
almighty  God. 

One  thing  about  youth  is  that  they  seem  to  be 
emboldened  more  easily  than  those  with  age,  and 
they  seem  to  make  use  of  their  voice  in  times  others 


will  not.  This  is  wonderful.  We  see  in  modern  times  and 
entertainment  how  many  use  boldness  to  implement 
irreverence  and  disrespect,  but  our  young  adults  and 
youth  could  use  their  boldness  and  voice  to  rally  a  new 
following  for  Jesus  Christ!  The  temptation  to  be  a  rebel 
could  allow  them  to  rebel  against  the  world  and  its 
thoughts  on  right  and  wrong  and  start  a  new  revival!  But, 
we  have  to  arm  them.  We  have  to  encourage  them.  We 
have  to  fortify  them.  Just  as  they  could  be  a  whole  new 
breed  of  Christians  rallying  to  a  war  cry  for  Jesus  Christ, 
there  is  a  heavy  movement  against  us  already.  The 
world  often  rallies  now  against  Christianity  even  when 
it  does  not  other  religions.  "Political  correctness"  and 
"tolerance"  are  only  for  other  people— not  Christians. 
This  is  a  war. 

This  is  also  not  likely  to  change  in  a  world  that  hates 
the  Light,  as  the  Bible  tells  us  in  John  15:18-21.  "If  the 
world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  me  before  it  hated 
you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world  would  love  his  own: 
but  because  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen 
you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you. 
Remember  the  word  that  I  said  unto  you.  The  servant 
is  not  greater  than  his  lord.  If  they  have  persecuted  me, 
they  will  also  persecute  you;  if  they  have  kept  my  saying, 
they  will  keep  yours  also.  But  all  these  things  will  they  do 
unto  you  for  my  name's  sake,  because  they  know  not 
him  that  sent  me." 

Our  Lord  Jesus  told  us  what  was  to  come.  We  should 
not  be  surprised.  We  should  be  rallied  to  the  cause. 
We  should  be  challenged.  And,  we  should  teach  those 
coming  behind  us  that  it  will  be  harder,  and  that  they 
are  up  to  the  task.  God  will  always  make  the  way  for 
them.  We  just  have  to  remind  them  of  their  significance 
in  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  a  call  to  arms  I  hear.  Let's  carry  the  banner  and 
hold  it  high. 
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V 


COMMUNITY  CONNECTION 


Easter  Celebration 
at  Deep  Run  Church 

The  Lenten  season  was  a  time  of  reflection,  worship, 
hospitahty,  and  fellowship  for  Deep  Run  Church.  The 
Woman's  Auxiliary  hosted  the  Eastern  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Spring  Convention  on  March  19. 
The  almost  100  attendees  worshiped,  praised,  and 
enjoyed  fellowship. 

The  choir,  accompanied  by  an  orchestral  ensemble, 
presented  a  Palm  Sunday  cantata  and  Tenebrae  service 
The  Shadow  of  the  Cross  at  the  morning  hour.  That 
evening  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  held  a  pre-Easter  service 
titled  Easter  and  Something  More. 

On  Monday  of  Holy  Week,  the  woman's  auxiliary, 
at  their  monthly  meeting,  gathered  personal  hygiene 
supplies  for  a  local  nursing,  home.  The  auxiliary's 
project  for  this  year  is  providing  needed  supplies  each 
month  for  a  variety  of  local  organizations,  including  a, 
nursing  home,  homeless  shelter,  Hope  Lodge  for  cancer 
patients.  Harvest  Connection,  and  the  Children's 
Home. 

Holy  Week  services  continued  on  Thursday.  After  a 
Maundy  Thursday  meal,  attendees  traveled,  through 
the  Stations  of  the  Cross,  using  pictures,  meditations, 
personal  reflections,  and  prayer  at  each  station. 
Following  this  activity,  communion  was  observed  by 
individual  families. 

Easter  Sunday  began  with  a  sunrise  service  followed 
by  breakfast  served  by  the  church  youth.  The  regular 
morning  worship  service  was  a  glorious  time  of  praise, 
celebration,  and  thanksgiving  for  our  risen  Savior.  The 
pastor  of  Deep  Run  is  the  Rev.  Josh  Whitfield. 


Worshipers  gather  for  Easter  sunrise  serx'ice 
led  by  the  Rev.  Whitfield 


The  Choir  and  part  of  the  orchestral  ensemble 
perform  the  Palm  Sunday  cantata. 


Some  of  the  almost  100  attendees  enjoy  lunch  at  the 
Eastern  Conference  Spring  Convention. 
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Locals  Go  to  Cape  Town,  South  Africa 


SUBMITTED  BY  CYNTHIA  SU.\L\IERL1N 

After  almost  two  vears  ot  praving,  planning,  and 
hindraising,  tw  o  members  of  Jackson  Heights  Church  in 
Kinston  recentlv  went  on  a  missions  trip  to  Cape  Town, 
South  Africa  with  the  W  ilmington  Celebration  Choir 
Missions  Team.  Maria  Lee  and  Cynthia  Summerlin  sav 
that  they  will  never  be  the  same  after  this  trip. 

The  IS-member  team  had  their  agenda^ schedule  for  their 
6'day  stay  but  it  changed  daily,  sometimes  mid-day.  Thev 
worked  with  Living  Hope  in  various  and  unexpected  wavs. 
Choirs  sang,  and  they  did  sing. .  .but  they  did  much  more. 
Through  the  different  aspects  of  Living  Hope  Ministries, 
the  team  ministered  in  a  healthcare/hospice  center 
(Living  Care),  r\vo  nursing  homes,  rwo  elementar\"  schools, 
two  afterschool  kids  clubs  (Living  Right),  volunteer  staff 
meeting  (Living  Ser\"ices),  homeless  shelter  (Living 
Grace),  choir  clinic,  community"  celebration,  and  sang  live 
on  the  radio.  One  and  a  half  days  were  spent  sightseeing/' 
touring.  They  toured  several  impo\"erished  communities 
Si  Li\"ing  Hope  facilities  where  they  would  be  ministering, 
local  landmarks,  and  the  beautiful  natural  scener\"  of  the 
mountains  and  Atlantic  coastline. 

The  WCC  Missions  Team  w  ill  be  at  Jackson  Heights 
Church  on  Saturday,  June  11  at  6:00  p.m.  Pastor  Ashley 
Summerlin  invites  everyone  to  come  hear  the  team 
members  share  through  video,  song,  and  testimony  about 
the  people,  places,  food,  and  life-changing  WOW  moments 
they  experienced  while  in  Cape  Town.  There  will  also  be 
a  display  of  keepsakes  and  souvenirs  the  team  members 
brought  back  from  South  Africa.  A  love  offering  will  be 
accepted  for  Living  Hope  N  linistries  USA  to  support  their 
work  in  South  Africa. 

For  more  information,  call  Pastor  Summerlin  ar  ;252) 
560-S995. 


A  choir  clinic  ir/f/j  Red  Hill  Communin  Choir 


WCC  M: 


v"t  '7?7a  ai  homeless  sheher 


I 


U'CC  Missions  Team  singing  at  Ocean  Mnv  CommuniTy  Celebration 
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Valentine  Banquet 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Kenly,  NC  honored 
their  senior  citizens  with  a  banquet  held  on 
Sunday,  February  13  in  their  Family  Life 
Center.  Approximately  100  seniors  enjoyed 
a  meal  catered  by  Bill's  Barbecue.  The  youth 
of  St.  Mary's  provided  entertainment. 


Picture  1: 

Pictured  counterclockwise  from  the  back 
are:  Sam  Price,  Peggy  Price,  Donna  Lane, 
Frank  Lane,  Teresa  Kirby,  and  Bruce  Kirby, 
as  well  as  many  others  in  the  background. 

Picture  2: 

From  Left  to  right:  Van  Bullock,  Virginia 
Owens,  Hilda  Price,  Gene  Price,  and  Edith 
Kirby. 


Faith  Sees  Through 

Wind-blown,  a  single  seed  wends 

Perched  high  within  the  crannied  wall 

Early  light  bends 

Sprout  of  hope  begins 

Its  way  through 

To  morning  side  of  the  wall 

—  Scotty  McCoy  — 


Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  North  Carolina 
is  seeking  an  experienced  piano  player  for  Sunday 
morning,  Sunday  evening,  and  Wednesday  evening. 


Please  contact  Earl  Franks,  Choir  Director  for  nnore  information  at  (919)  418-7276 
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Weathering  the  Storm  Together  {continued  from  page  6) 

Minister's  Program  Sunday  is  a  day  that  each  of  you  can  assist 
this  program  in  keeping  the  promises  made  to  our  ministers. 

The  purpose  for  Minister's  Program  Sunday  is  twofold.  Father's 
Day  is  a  day  in  which  we  honor  our  fathers  who  are  hving  and 
remember  those  who  are  not.  When  we  describe  fathers  we 
generally  use  terms  like  love,  strength,  leadership,  hardworking, 
diligent,  tireless,  wise,  understanding,  and  compassionate. 
Would  you  use  some  of  these  same  terms  to  describe  your  pastor? 
Certainly!  And  while  your  pastor  may  not  be  your  father,  the 
same  characteristics  that  make  a  good  father  also  make  a  good 
pastor.  This  day  will  give  you  an  opportunity  to  consider  your 
pastor  in  the  same  light  that  we  think  about  fathers.  When 
congregations  view  their  pastor  in  a  positive  light  then  positive 
things  seem  to  happen  in  our  churches. 


Find  out  if  your  church  contributes  to  the  Minister's  Program. 
You  may  find  it  surprising  that  almost  25%  of  our  churches 
did  not  provide  any  gift  support  to  the  Minister's  Program  last 
year.  While  that  number  is  improving  we  ask  that  you  consider 
receiving  a  special  offering  this  Father's  Day  or  sending  a  special 
gift  to  the  Minister's  Program  so  we  can  continue  the  program 
you  have  commissioned  us  to  do. 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 
Donald  Fader  @  (252)  523-5800 
or 

The  FWB  Minister's  Program 
Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 


The  Campbellite  Crisis  {continued  from  page  3) 

In  the  meantime,  Elder  Jeremiah  Heath  had,  after  he 
withdrew  from  the  Bethel  Conference,  visited  ministers 
and  laymen  in  the  Shiloh  Conference,  along  with  some  in 
the  Bethel  Conference,  with  the  result  that  when  the  Shiloh 
Conference  met  at  Lousan  Swamp,  Lenoir  County,  in  1842, 
a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  re-organize  the  General 
Conference  of  Free  Will  Baptists  from  the  remnants  of  the 
Shiloh  Conference,  and  churches  that  wished  to  cast  their  lot 
with  them  were  invited  to  join  on  the  basis  of  the  Confession 
of  Faith  of  1812.  The  General  Conference  had  been  out  of 
existence  since  1831  when  it  had  dissolved  itself  to  form 
Shiloh  and  Bethel  Conferences. 


This  article  was  contributed  by  Hie  Reverend  Frank  R.  Harrison. 
The  information  is  taken  from  the  books.  An  Introduction  to 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  (Free  Will  Baptist  Press)  by  Dr.  Floyd 
B.  Cherry  and  A  History  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  (Mount 
Olive  College  Press,  1996)  by  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt. 


Legacy  {continued  from  page  18) 

This  scholarship  will  be  for  traditional  and  non- 
traditional  programs  of  study,  which  may  include  distance 
learning  enrollment.  The  first  two  years  must  be  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  and  after  the  completion  of  a  minimum  of 
48  semester  hours,  the  recipient  may  continue  to  receive 
the  scholarship  upon  transferring  to  Liberty  University, 
Lynchburg,  VA,  in  pursuit  of  a  baccalaureate  or  graduate 
degree  in  their  chosen  field  of  study. 

Establishing  an  Endowment 

Any  individual,  ministry,  or  other  public-spirited  donor 
can  ensure  a  lasting  legacy  by  establishing  an  endowment 
with  The  Foundation.  Annual  distributions  from  these 
endowments  provide  permanent  support  for  qualified 
beneficiaries  in  a  wide  variety  of  areas.  Distributions  begin 
a  year  after  the  endowment  is  fully  funded  at  the  $10,000 
level,  but  any  amount  of  money  can  be  used  to  initiate  an 
endowment  for  the  future.  For  more  information,  contact 
the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 
at  619  West  Main  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 


Father's  Day  Sunday,  June  19,  is 
Minister's  Program  Sunday  in  the  local 
church.  We  encourage  each  church 
to  consider  a  special  offering  for  the 
work  of  the  Minister's  Program. 
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Please  join  us  for  the  8**"  Annual 

Paper  and  Cleaning  Products  Drive 

Friday,  July  15,  at  7:15  p.m. 

Fireworks  Night! 

Paper  and  Cleaning  products  will  be  collected  at  the  gates  to  benefit 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  in  Middlesex,  NC 


Our  Layman's  League  has  joined  once  again  with  the  Carolina  Mudcats  to  promote  a  day  to  help  the  Children's 
Home.  On  July  1 5,  the  Mudcats  are  going  to  have  bins  set  up  at  the  entrances  of  their  stadium  for  people  to 
bring  paper/cleaning  products  for  the  Children's  Home.  This  is  a  great  opportunity  for  your  church,  Layman's 
Leagues,  Woman's  Auxiliaries,  and  youth  groups  to  begin,  even  now,  to  collect  paper/cleaning  products  and 
bring  them  to  Tri-County  Stadium  on  that  day.  There  is  a  discount  for  tickets  purchased  in  bulk  and  would  make 
a  great  day  of  ministry  and  fun. 

Campus  Needs 

Paper  towels,  toilet  paper,  all  types  of  cleaning  supplies,  Lysol,  Pine-sol,  and  lemon  cleaners.  Pledge,  and 
whatever  cleans  good  (No  Glass  Cleaner),  laundry  detergent,  bleach,  dish  detergent,  (personal  hygiene  items) 
antiperspirant  (boys  and  girls),  body  lotions,  bath  powder,  shampoo,  twin  size  comforters,  sheet  sets,  blankets, 
33  gallon  or  larger  trash  receptacles,  trash  bags  (33  gallon  or  larger),  kitchen  towels,  and  dish  cloths 


All  Church  groups  registered  in  advance  will  receive:  $6  Box  Seat  Special  (regular  price — $10) 
To  receive  this  special  discount,  all  tickets  must  be  paid  for  by  July  8.  Discount  not  available  at  the  gate.  Tickets 
will  be  mailed  within  10  days  prior  to  the  game.  Paper  Products  will  be  dropped  off  at  the  stadium. 


Paper  and  Cleaning  products  Drive  Questions? 
Call  Bill  Doane 
252-753-3717 


Mudcats  Questions? 
Call  Joshua  Bridges 
919-269-2287 


/I 
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When  A  Woman  Trusts  God  by  Sheila  Walsh 


Do  you  ever  question  God's  ability  to  catch  you  when  you  fall?  Do  shame,  tear,  and  brokenness  keep  you  from 
fully  trusting  God?  Do  you  secretly  believe  your  dreams  are  unreachable?  You  are  not  alone. 

This  is  a  book  about  trust.  How  we  fight  it.  How  we  learn  to  do  it.  How  it  transforms  us.  Life  is  not  safe.  That 
reality  slips  over  us  as  we  grow.  Our  response  to  the  Father  in  that  reality  allows  us  either  to  swing  higher  and 
higher  with  the  trust  of  a  child. .  .or  fearfully  shrink  back  from  the  swing  set  altogether.  As  we  weigh  that 
choice,  God  whispers:  Trust  me. 

In  a  remarkably  transparent  account,  author  and  speaker  Sheila  Walsh  opens  wide  her  lifelong  battle  with 
trust  and  the  moment-by-moment  choices  she  made  to  follow  where  God  led.  Sheila  has  lived  a  life  ruled  by 
the  "hidden  places"  ot  insecurity  and  brokenness  and  knows  the  overwhelming  beauty  of  a  life  wholly  handed 
over  to  Christ. 

As  you  encounter  her  struggles  and  triumphs,  you  also  meet  ten  of  the  Bible's  transformed — Tabitha,  David, 
Paul,  and  others — who  teach  us  that  in  spite  of  overwhelming  circumstances,  just  one  trusting  encounter 
with  Christ  sets  beautiful  things  in  motion.  It  can  resurrect  dreams,  instill  purpose,  and  ignite  hope. 
Discover  what  beautiful  things  can  happen  when  YOU  trust  God. 


Retail:  $21.99  •  Our  Price:  $17  (you  save  23%) 


Out  Live  Your  Life  by  Max  Lucado 

Dear  Friend, 

May  I  share  a  story  that  is  very  dear  to  my  heart? 
It's  a  story  of  hillbillies  and  simple  folk,  net  casters  and  tax  collectors.  A  story  of  a  movement  that  exploded 
like  a  just-opened  fire  hydrant  out  of  Jerusalem  and  spilled  into  the  ends  of  the  earth:  into  the  streets  of 
Paris,  the  district  of  Rome,  and  the  ports  of  Athens,  Istanbul,  Shanghai,  and  Buenos  Aires.  A  story  so 
mighty,controversial,  head  spinning,  and  life  changing  that  two  millennia  later  we  wonder:  Might  it  happen 
again?Heaven  knows  we  hope  so.  These  are  devastating  times:  1.75  billion  people  are  desperately  poor;  one 
billion  are  hungry.  Lonely  hearts  indwell  our  neighborhoods  and  attend  our  schools.  In  the  midst  ot  it  all, 
here  we  stand:  you,  me,  and  our  one-of-a-kind  lives.  We  are  given  a  choice. .  .an  opportunity  to  make  a 
difference  during  a  difficult  time.  What  it  we  did?  What  if  we  rocked  the  world  with  hope? 

Worth  a  try,  don't  you  think? 

Retail:  $24.99  •  Our  Price:  $19  (you  save  23%) 


66  Love  Letters  by  Dr.  Larry  Crabb 

Forever  change  the  way  you  look  at  the  Bible. .  .and  your  own  life! 

Have  you  ever  read  the  Bible  only  to  come  away  confused?  Ever  wondered  if  God  actually  had  you  in  mind 
when  he  began  telling  His  story?  Though  life  may  not  be  going  according  to  your  plan,  God  has  another  one, 
far  better  than  you  can  imagine.  From  Genesis  to  Revelation,  experience  His  invitation  to  get  you  dancing 
with  joy. 

\    In  66  Love  Letters,  Larry  Crabb  offers  a  fresh,  relational  look  at  Scripture:  "When  you  finish  reading  my 

■  love  letter  to  you,  I  want  you  to  realize  that  I  never  underestimated  how  thoroughly  you'd  mess  up  your 

■  life  or  how  painfully  you  would  struggle  and  suffer,  and  I  don't  want  you  to  underestimate  your  failures  or 
B  struggles  either.  They're  all  part  of  the  story  I'm  telling.  But  neither  have  I  underestimated  my  determina- 
H    tion  or  ability  to  enter  the  mess  you've  made  and  the  pain  you  feel  and  turn  everything  around.  I  can,  and 

I  will,  make  everything  good  again.  Never  underestimate  me." 

Larry's  intimate  conversation  with  God  asks  deeply  honest  questions  such  as: 

•  "God,  what  is  it  you  wanted  me  to  see  in  Obadiah?"  •  "And  what's  up  with  Leviticus?  Is  there  anything 
there  for  me?"  •  "This  one  verse  in  Galatians  has  always  frustrated  me.  Why  is  that?"  •  "The  way  you 
wrote  Revelation  makes  it  difficult  to  understand — ^why  didn't  you  just  describe  what  will  happen  in  a 
straightforward  way?" 

Listen  to  the  story  of  God  unfold  through  these  chapters,  and  you'll  find  not  only  His  redeeming  love 
but  His  plan  and  provision  designed  especially  for  you. 
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WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU  HAVE: 

a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate  copies, 
missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  problems,  or 
you  want  to  renew  or  cancel  a  subscription.  You  may 
contact  us  by  e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or 
by  phone  at  (252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


Request  from  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 


In  the  past,  efforts  have  been  made  to  collect  obituaries  of  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  for  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection.  Because  of  the  interest  in  genealogical  research,  the  Collection  has 
enlarged  its  emphasis  by  adding  obituaries  of  Free  Will  Baptist  laypersons. 

"By  far  the  largest  volumes  of  inquiries  we  receive  (and  we  receive  many)  deal  directly  with  genealogy," 
says  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator  of  the  Collection.  "We  try  to  scan  newspapers  and  other  news  media  for 
death  notices,  but  certainly  we  do  not  always  see  the  notices  of  such  of  all  Free  Will  Baptists.  It  would  be 
helpful  if  family  members  and  friends  of  deceased  Free  Will  Baptists  would  clip  the  obituaries  and  send 
to  us  or  send  them  by  email.  This  would  enrich  our  preservation  of  FWB  denominational  history." 

Barefoot  suggests  that  perhaps  each  church  could  have  someone  designated  to  perform  this  work 
but  anyone  wishing  to  help  could  certainly  do  so  whether  designated  or  not.  Anyone  wishing  to  help 
in  this  important  matter  may  mail  notices  to:  FWB  Historical  Collection,  Moye  Library,  Mount  Olive 
College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  or  email  them  directly  to  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator, 
at  <gbarefoot@moc.edu>. 

If  additional  information  is  needed,  contact  Gary  Barefoot  at  (919)  658-7827 

or  at  the  email  address  above. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  FOUNDATION 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

A  Foundation  for  the  Future  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
announces  the 

Esther  Davis  Smith  Scholarship  Endowment 


Esther  ^avis  ^mith 

October  14,  1897-April  3,  1983 


For  information  on  how 
to  establish  an  endowment,  contact: 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 

NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries, 
619  West  Main  Street 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 


For  more  information  on  the  Smith  Scholarship  Endowment 
and  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries,  please  see  pages  19  and  26. 


Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us, 

Leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
And  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way 
For  those  who  come  after  us. 
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Mount  Olive  College  Month 


The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Monthly  Planner 

This  is  a  calendar  of  major  denominational  events.  Also  included  are  some  regular  holidays  and  special  days/seasons  of  the  Christian  year 
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General  Youth  Conference  II  (July  11-16) 
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General  Youth  Conference  I  (July  1 8-23) 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


Young  People's  Bible  Conference  (July  25-29) 


29 


30 


31 


2 


3 


Cornerstone  Woman's  Conference  (July  31-August  5) 


Coming  Soon: 

Emmanuel:  September  9-1 1 
3  Central  District  Auxiliary  Convention  (Fall);  Saturday,  September  24 
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REFLECTIONS 


with  C.  H.  Overman 


CLIFF'S  RETIREMENT 


Most  Free  Will  Baptists  now  know  that  Cliff  Gray  has 
announced  his  retirement.  Cliff  came  to  The  Press  28  years 
ago.  At  that  time  I  had  never  heard  of  him.  I  was  serving  as 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Kinston.  The  organist  was  Mrs. 
Nina  Grace  Register,  a  lady  who  has  been  quite  active  in  her 
church  and  denomination  over  the  years.  We  were  briefly 
discussing  the  new  president  and  she  paid  him  a  very  high 
compliment  which  I  will  not  reveal.  Raymond  Clifford  Gray 
was  new  to  most  of  us,  but  we  would  get  to  know  him  and 
appreciate  him  in  many  respects. 

On  March  1,  through  the  Convention's  e-mail,  the  official 
announcement  was  made.  However,  following  the  November 
2010  board  of  directors  meeting.  Cliff  informed  the  officers 
of  the  Board  that  he  would  be  retiring  effective  as  of  July  1, 
2011.  As  stated  in  the  e-mail,  the  information  was  received 
with  regret.  He  has  faithfully  served  in  this  capacity  for  28 
years  through  some  challenging  circumstances. 

Soon  after  Brother  Gray's  announcement,  the  committee 
learned  of  the  possibility  of  securing  the  services  of  the  Rev. 
Jeff  Daughtry  as  president  of  The  Press.  The  committee 
met  with  Brother  Daughtry  several  times  concerning  the 


position.  When  details  were  finalized,  the  Board  of  Directors 
in  its  regular  meeting  in  January,  2011,  unanimously  voted 
to  secure  the  services  of  Brother  Daughtry.  Although  ClifFs 
retirement  becomes  effective  on  July  1,  he  will  work  with 
Brother  Daughtry  during  July  as  a  matter  of  familiarizing 
him  with  his  new  position. 

Cliff  will  be  missed.  My  relationship  with  him  has  always 
been  on  the  positive  note.  We  have  discussed,  from  time  to 
time,  many  of  the  problems  and  situations  confronting  our 
denomination.  With  an  overall  decline  in  Sunday  School 
enrollment,  with  the  competition  of  other  publishers, 
especially  in  the  field  of  Sunday  School  literature,  and 
sometimes  undue  criticism.  Cliff  has  stayed  his  course. 
When  I  returned  as  editor  in  February  of '97,  our  friendship 
deepened.  There  was  never  any  major  problem.  When  I  asked 
if  I  would  serve  on  the  Board,  replacing  Mrs.  Register,  I  was 
pleased  with  the  opportunity. 

I  wish  him  the  best  in  his  retirement  years.  I  know  he  will 
not  be  idle.  He  will  play  "catch-up"  with  his  family,  especially 
those  grandchildren.  He  says  he  will  be  able  to  sleep  later  in 
the  mornings.  Maybe  so — for  a  while. 
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R  A    D    I    C    A    L  By  David  Piatt 

What  is  Jesus  worth  to  you? 

It's  easy  for  American  Christians  to  forget  how  Jesus  said  His  followers  would 
actually  live,  what  their  new  lifestyle  would  actually  look  like.  They  would,  He 
said,  leave  behind  security,  money,  convenience,  even  family  for  Him.  They  would 
abandon  everything  for  the  Gospel.  They  would  take  up  their  crosses  daily... 

But  who  do  you  know  who  Uves  hke  that?  Do  you? 

In  Radical,  David  Piatt  challenges  you  to  consider  with  an  open  heart  how  we  have 
manipulated  the  Gospel  to  fit  our  cultural  preferences.  He  shows  what  Jesus  actually 
said  about  being  His  disciple — then  invites  you  to  believe  and  obey  what  you 
have  heard.  And  he  tells  the  dramatic  story  of  what  is  happening  as  a  "successful" 
suburban  church  decides  to  get  serious  about  the  Gospel  according  to  Jesus. 

Finally,  he  urges  you  to  join  in  The  Radical  Experiment — a  one-year  journey  in 
authentic  discipleship  that  will  transform  how  you  live  in  a  world  that  desperately 
needs  the  Good  News  Jesus  came  to  bring. 

A  Review:  Radical  is  a  must-read  for  every  minister  and  layperson.  Piatt  explores 
the  New  Testament  meaning  of  "Christian  discipleship"  and  how  much  of  the 
Church  today  has  re-interpreted  what  Jesus,  taught  and  have  substituted  our  cultural 
preferences  in  place  of  the  radical  call  of  Jesus  to  take  up  our  cross  and  follow  Him. 

This  book  would  be  an  excellent  source  for  mid-week  Bible  study  or  small  groups  in 
connection  with  Jesus'  New  Testament  teachings  on  discipleship. 

—  Frank  Harrison  — 

Softcover  Book,  230  pages— $14.99  Retail  .  Our  Price  $11.99  (You  Save  20%) 
Also  Available: 

The  Radical  Question  By  David  Piatt  (10  pack  booklet  ideal  for  small  group  study  or  welcome  packets) 

Softcover  Booklet  10  Pack— $19.90  Retail  .  Our  Price  $15.92  (You  Save  20%) 

Radical  Together  By  David  Piatt 

Unleashing  the  people  of  God  for  the  purpose  of  God. 

Take  the  next  step — from  radical  followers  of  Christ  to  radical  communities  of  faith. 

Softcover  Book— $14.99  Retail  .  Our  Price  $11.99  (You  Save  20%) 

To  order/purchase  any  of  these  titles,  call  1-800-849-3927  ext.l,  e-mail  your  order  to  <editor^fwbpress.com>, 
or  visit  one  of  our  Bible  Bookstore  locations  in  Ayden,  Kinston,  or  New  Bern,  NC. 
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RADICAL! 


Four-Hundredth 
Anniversary  Celebration 


It  was  four  centuries  ago  in  1611  that 
a  small  congregation  of  English  Baptists 
made  the  momentous  decision  to  leave 
the  safety  of  Holland  to  return  to  their 
own  country  in  order  to  share  their 
faith  with  their  relatives  and  friends 
whom  they  had  left  behind  just  a  few 
years  earlier.  While  in  Holland  they  had 
become  convinced  that  only  believers  in 
Christ  should  be  baptized  and  therefore 
the  baptism  which  they  had  received  as 
infants  in  the  Church  of  England  was 
not  valid.  Furthermore,  they  were  now 
persuaded  that  Christ  had  died  for  all 
humanity  and  not  simply  for  the  "elect" 
as  so  many  of  their  fellow  countrymen 
believed.  The  most  popular  English  Bible 
at  the  time  was  the  Geneva  Bible,  which 
was  published  in  1560  with  copious 
notes  that  explained  the  Scriptures  from 
a  Calvinist  point  of  view.  It  would  be 
at  least  fifty  years  after  the  King  James 
Version  was  published  in  1611,  that 
this  translation  would  become  widely 
received  by  the  English  speaking  public. 

This  little  congregation  that  settled  in 
the  vicinity  of  London  would  be  a  very 
tiny  minority  of  believers  in  England 
at  that  time.  They  would  be  up  against 
huge  odds  of  even  surviving  in  that 
situation.  It  is  difficult  for  us  to  imagine 
what  obstacles  they  would  have  to  face 
in  their  own  country.  The  powers  of  both 
church  and  state  could  be  used  against 
them  and  this  was  soon  realized  by  the 
fact  that  their  pastor,  Thomas  Helwys, 
was  thrown  into  prison,  probably  because 
he  had  embraced  the  idea  of  religious 
liberty  and  had  dared  to  publish  it  in  a 
little  book  that  must  have  caught  the  eye 
of  King  James  himself.  John  Murton  was 
chosen  as  the  next  pastor  and  he  too  was 
likely  sent  to  prison  for  his  views.  Despite 
the  crisis  of  leadership  the  congregation 
began  to  grow  and  by  1626  there  were  at 
least  four  other  General  Baptist  churches 
in  other  locations.  When  James  I  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Charles  I  in  1625 
all  those  who  had  grievances  against 


By  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

the  Church  of  England  were  faced  with 
even  harsher  penalties  if  they  refused 
to  conform  to  the  state  religion.  In  the 
1630s  many  non-conformists  chose 
to  leave  England  and  settle  in  the 
New  World,  forming  colonies  in  New 
England  where  they  could  establish 
their  own  kind  of  churches,  mainly 
Congregationalists.  Others  chose  to 
remain  in  hopes  of  reforming  the  church 
along  lines  similar  to  the  Reformed 
churches  on  the  Continent.  When  war 
broke  out  between  supporters  of  King 
Charles  and  supporters  of  Parliament 
in  1640,  groups  like  the  Baptists,  both 
General  and  Particular,  made  gains 
in  the  number  of  churches  that  were 
organized.  By  1660  General  Baptists 
had  organized  associations  and  had 
formed  a  General  Assembly.  They  had 
hoped  to  benefit  from  a  restoration  of 
the  monarchy  under  Charles  II,  but  they 
and  other  groups  who  dissented  from  the 
Anglican  Church  were  soon  faced  with 
even  more  restrictions  against  freedom 
of  worship. 

By  the  end  of  the  17'''  century  a  few 
General  Baptists  had  settled  in  parts 
of  New  England  and  in  the  colonies  of 
Virginia  and  Carolina.  There  were  but 
very  few  clergy  among  them,  which 
meant  that  small  congregations  would 
have  to  meet  for  worship  without 
pastoral  leadership.  The  first  such 
congregation  in  Carolina  that  was  settled 
by  a  minister  was  in  Chowan  Precinct 
north  of  Edenton,  where  Paul  Palmer 
found  a  group  of  believers  who  wanted 
to  constitute  a  church  in  the  year  1727. 
In  2002  this  Convention  celebrated  the 
275th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
that  church.  It  was  a  small  beginning 
for  General  Baptists  in  the  colony  of 
Carolina.  Palmer  would  become  an 
itinerant  preacher  who  made  converts  in 
the  coastal  plain  of  this  state  and  under 
the  leadership  of  some  of  his  converts  who 
were  called  into  the  ministry  as  many  as 
20  churches  would  be  formed.  But  this 


apparent  success  would  be  challenged 
by  emissaries  sent  from  the  Philadelphia 
Association,  who  with  their  Calvinist 
arguments  on  the  doctrine  of  salvation 
persuaded  some  of  these  churches  to 
reject  their  own  beliefs  and  reconstitute 
their  churches  as  Particular  Baptist 
churches.  The  ministers  were  the  first 
to  accept  the  Calvinist  arguments  and 
in  turn  persuaded  their  congregations  to 
submit  to  the  reorganization  process.  This 
left  only  four  churches  and  their  pastors 
to  remain  faithful  to  General  Baptist 
doctrines.  This  remnant  struggled  along 
for  at  least  a  half  century  with  very  limited 
growth.  Jesse  Heath,  who  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  in  1807,  reports  that 
when  he  entered  the  ministry,  there  were 
but  three  ministers  and  five  churches. 
In  1812  the  conference  had  adopted  a 
revised  form  of  their  confession  of  faith 
and  soon  they  began  to  see  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  churches  organized  and 
new  converts  added  to  the  churches.  In 
1828  they  adopted  the  name  of  Free  Will 
Baptists  and  in  1830  they  chose  to  divide 
into  two  conferences  and  the  following 
year  a  conference  was  formed  in  South 
Carolina.  In  the  1830s  they  faced  a  new 
challenge  from  the  Disciples  movement 
that  by  1841  resulted  in  divisions  in 
several  of  the  churches  with  factions 
favoring  either  Free  Will  Baptist's  or 
Disciples'  convictions.  This  happened  in 
many  cases  because  of  ministers  who  were 
unwilling  to  be  faithful  to  the  heritage  of 
our  denomination  and  the  name  which 
they  had  so  recently  adopted. 

There  were  still  more  controversies  in 
the  course  of  our  history  that  resulted  in 
defections  and  divisions  in  spite  of  the 
phenomenal  growth  that  occurred  in 
the  latter  Jialf  of  the  19th  century  and 
the  early  decades  of  the  20th  century. 
The  decision  to  form  this  Convention 
in  1913  was  an  important  step  toward 
greater  unity  and  progress  in  mission 
and  service.  Next  year  we  will  celebrate 
the  first  centennial  of  the  Convention 


is  proper  that  we  should  do  so.  We  have 
much  to  celebrate  when  we  reflect  on 
what  has  been  accomplished  during  the 
past  century.  We  are  living  in  a  time  of 
great  opportunity  such  as  our  forefathers 
could  hardly  have  imagined.  Mount 
Olive  College  provides  an  opportunity 
for  those  who  would  be  our  leaders  in 
the  years  ahead  to  be  far  better  prepared 
than  any  generation  of  our  church  leaders 
throughout  the  last  400  years.  Almost 
all  of  our  ministers  in  the  past  lacked  the 
kind  of  opportunities  that  are  available  to 
this  generation.  Students  enrolled  at  this 


college  can  lay  the  foundation  for  more 
advanced  preparation  for  both  ministerial 
and  lay  leadership  that  seemed  most 
unlikely  before  1951  when  the  college 
was  first  chartered.  The  founders  of  the 
college  had  a  vision  of  the  possibilities 
for  a  better  informed  leadership  for  this 
denomination  and  the  current  generation 
must  have  the  same  determination  to  see 
that  vision  fulfilled  in  their  lives  and  in 
the  lives  of  their  children.  If  those  who 
are  called  to  proclaim  the  gospel  and 
serve  as  leaders  in  the  church  fail  to  see 
how  they  can  best  prepare  themselves 


for  more  effective  ministry  through  the 
disciplines  of  learning,  then  our  future 
will  not  be  as  bright  as  it  could  be. 

It  is  my  firm  belief  that  if  we  were  better 
informed  about  our  history  of  the  last 
four  hundred  years,  fully  aware  of  those 
times  of  crisis  that  our  forefathers  have 
faced,  and  could  understand  why  our 
progress  has  too  often  been  interrupted 
by  outside  influences  that  our  forebears 
were  ill  equipped  to  deal  with,  we  could 
achieve  greater  things  for  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  salvation  of  those  for  whom 
Christ  died. 


Rooted  in  Heritage, 
Soaring  With  Vision 

Convention  Sermon,  May  18,  2011 

By  K.  David  Mines 
Introduction: 

What  makes  something  a  special  occasion?  An  annual  event?  Check.  A  momentous 
anniversary?  Check.  A  crucial  time  in  the  life  of  a  group?  Check.  All  of  these  elements 
are  present  today — and  then  some!  So,  here  we  are  at  our  annual  convention  in  the  year 
of  the  400th  anniversary  of  the  King  James  Version  of  the  Bible  and  the  confession, 
A  Declaration  of  Faith  of  English  People  Remaining  at  Amsterdam  in  Holland.  And 
yes,  this  is  a  crucial  time  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  What  does  it  mean  to  be  an 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist?  What  is  our  mission?  What  does  our  future  hold? 

I  understand  a  bit  of  how  Zedekiah  felt  when  he  asked  Jeremiah  "Is  there  a  Word  from 
the  Lord?"  Yes  there  is,  but  unlike  Zedekiah,  I  pray  that  we  have  the  courage  to  act  on 
that  Word.  We  are  a  people  rooted  in  a  solid,  biblical  heritage.  Now  we  must  soar  with 
Godly  vision.  Hear  God's  Word  as  found  in  Matthew  16:13-18. 

Exposition: 

We  are  at  a  crucial  point  of  Matthew's  gospel.  Jesus  had  been  teaching  his  disciples  and 
others  for  some  time.  They  are  journeying  together  when,  in  effect,  he  asked,  "What's 
the  talk  about  me?  You  hear  what  people  are  saying  about  me?  Who  do  they  think  I  am? 
What's  the  general  consensus?"  Their  answer:  "Jesus,  most  folks  basically  think  you  are 
a  prophet,  maybe  Elijah  or  Jeremiah."  Was  this  true?  Was  Jesus  in  fact  a  prophet?  Yes. 
A  prophet  (biblical  definition)  is  one  who  faithfully  declares  God's  Word.  Given  this 
definition,  yes,  Jesus  was  a  prophet.  BUT  is  that  a  complete  answer?  No.  In  one  of  my 
classes  that  answer  would  earn  you  half  credit. 

The  question  changes,  "But  who  do  you  say  that  I  am?"  Then  Simon  quickly  responds: 
"Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God."  (Simon  reminds  me  of  that  student  in 
every  class  who  is  always  the  first  to  raise  a  hand  and  just  has  to  be  heard.)  Then  Jesus 
gives  us  a  play  on  words — and  a  large  dose  of  irony — as  he  gives  Simon  his  nick-name: 
Rockman.  I  see  the  irony  here  because  Peter  was  often  anything  but  the  "Rockman."  Yes, 
at  times  he  would  give  flashes  of  brilliance,  but  then  there  would  be  the  times  when  he 
would  open  his  mouth  and  insert  his  foot.  In  other  words,  calling  Simon  "Peter"  is  an 
example  of  contrasts.  It  reminds  me  of  one  of  my  wife's  cousins:  6'3"  tall  and  240  pounds, 
but  they  call  him  PeeWee. 
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Then  Jesus  gives  us  the  powerful  words  of  hope  and  promise: 
"And  on  this  rock  I  will  build  my  Church."  This  is  one  of 
two  times  the  word  "church"  is  used  in  the  Gospels,  here  and 
in  Matthew  18.  Let's  pay  attention  to  this  carefully  worded 
statement.  Jesus  didn't  say,  "I  will  organize  the  church  for  you  to 
build."  No!  He  said,  "I  will  build."  He  didn't  say,  "I  will  create  a 
particular  administrative  structure  within  which  you  will  work." 
No!  He  said,  "I  will  build  my  Church." 

Consequently,  our  calling  is  be  the  Church  that  Christ  can 
build.  Now,  what  does  that  mean  for  us  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  in  the  second  decade  of  the  twenty  first  century? 

I.  We  Must  Reclaim  Our  Heritage,  Our  Roots 

I  have  heard  Dr.  Burkette  Raper  afiirm  many  times — and  I 
hardily  agree,  "Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are  a  noble  people, 
and  ours  is  a  goodly  heritage."  Our  heritage,  our  roots,  establishes 
the  strong  foundation  for  us  as  we  embrace  God's  vision  for  our 
future.  Let's  consider  three  vital  features  of  our  heritage. 

A.  Let's  reaffirm  the  Bible  as  the  final  authority  on 
all  matters  of  faith  and  practice. 

Ours  is  an  age  in  which  many  want  to  say  that  all  opinions  are 
equal  and  every  perspective  deserves  an  equal  place.  Authority? 
That's  so  1950.  Not  so  for  us  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  Yes, 
we  affirm  the  freedom  of  each  person  before  God,  but  we  believe 
the  Bible  to  be  the  final  authority  for  our  faith  and  practice.  In 
one  of  the  more  beautifully  written  doctrines,  our  Articles  of 
Faith  states:  "We  believe  that  these  are  the  Old  and  the  New 
Testaments,  that  they  were  written  by  holy  men,  inspired  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  are  God's  revealed  word  to  man.  We  believe  that 
they  are  a  sufficient  and  infallibly  true  rule  and  guide  to  salvation 
and  all  Christian  worship  and  service."'  Let's  be  honest:  hearing 
that  Word  clearly  is  hard  work,  but  it  is  the  most  valuable  work 
that  I've  ever  done.  You  can't  study  Holy  Scripture  honestly  and 
openly  without  coming  away  a  changed  person.  The  written  Word 
presents  us  the  Word  made  flesh.  Now  we  must  incarnate  his 
teachings!  God  did  not  give  us  the  Bible  just  to  make  us  smarter 
or  better  informed;  God  gave  us  the  Bible  to  make  us  better 
persons — persons  who  resemble  Jesus  in  action  and  attitude. 

You  see,  the  Bible  points  us  to  God.  In  the  meaningful  hymn 
Break  Thou  the  Bread  of  Life,  we  find  these  powerful  words: 
"Beyond  the  sacred  page  we  see  Thee,  Lord."  The  beauty  of  the 
Bible  is  that  the  Bible  faithfully  points  us  to  God. 

B.  Let  us  reaffirm  religious  freedom. 

Thomas  Jefferson  did  not  invent  the  notion  of  freedom  of 
religion.  Thomas  Helwys  believed  in  religious  liberty  for  each 
person  and  had  the  courage  to  write  his  convictions  in  A  Short 
Declaration  of  the  Mystery  of  Iniquity.  Then  he  had  the  audacity 
to  send  an  autographed  copy  to  King  James  himself.  Listen  to 
his  words: 

For  mens  religion  to  God  is  between  God  and  themselves.  The 
king  shall  not  answer  for  it.  Neither  may  the  king  be  judge 
between  God  and  man.  Let  them  be  heretics,  Turks,  Jews,  or 
whatsoever,  it  appertains  not  to  the  earthly  power  to  punish 
them  in  the  least  measure.  This  is  made  evident  to  our  lord  the 
king  by  the  scriptures.  ^ 


King  James  was  so  impressed  by  these  words  that  he  had  Helwys 
arrested,  and  Helwys  died  in  prison  because  of  his  convictions.  If 
we  really  believe  in  freedom  of  religion,  then  we  better  be  ready 
to  support  this  for  all  people — even  for  those  with  whom  we 
radically  disagree.  This  is  our  heritage.  Compelled  agreement  is 
not  agreement;  compelled  faith  is  not  faith. 

C.  Let  us  reaffirm  our  distinctive  polity. 

Our  form  of  church  government  doesn't  exactly  fit  into 
any  of  the  traditional  categories:  Episcopal,  Presbyterian,  or 
Congregational.  We  are  kind  of  like  "Grape  Nuts"  cereal:  neither 
grapes  nor  nuts. 

When  I  am  out  of  our  home  region,  I've  often  been  asked  to 
describe  us.  What  is  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist?  My  tongue 
in  cheek  answer  goes  something  like  this:  take  one  Southern 
Baptist,  blend  in  one  Methodist.  Bake  until  well  done.  Like 
Baptists,  our  congregations  are  free  to  govern  themselves 
within  the  guidelines  of  the  Articles  of  Faith.  There  is  a  level 
of  autonomy  for  congregations  to  organize  their  work  and  plan 
their  ministry.  The  conference,  however,  is  the  highest  tribunal. 
Ministers  are  ordained  by  the  conference.  The  conference  has 
to  responsibility  to  ensure  that  ministers  who  have  been  called 
by  God  and  recommended  by  their  churches  demonstrate  the 
required  competencies  for  effective  ministry  and  that  ministers 
adhere  to  our  doctrine.  Still,  the  conference  does  not  appoint 
ministers  to  churches.  Congregations  call  their  own  pastors  from 
the  list  of  duly  ordained  ministers. 

Balance.  Mutuality.  Respect.  Support.  These  are  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  values.  "Independence"  is  not  an  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  value.  Interdependence  is. 

Not  only  must  we  reclaim  our  heritage,  we  also... 

II.  Must  Soar  With  Vision 

Our  heritage  provides  both  a  foundation  and  a  launchpad  for 
our  future.  What  qualities  will  be  required  for  us  to  embrace  the 
future  that  God  has  prepared  for  us? 

A.  Let  us  learn  the  difference  between  essentials 
and  inessentials. 

The  great  reformer  Martin  Luther  was  a  pastor  at  heart.  In 
making  a  break  with  Roman  Catholicism,  obviously  there  were 
going  to  be  major  changes  in  the  way  things  were  done,  including 
worship  practices.  He  received  criticism  for  leaving  one  particular 
component  from  the  Roman  Mass  in  his  reformed  worship:  the 
Adoration  of  the  Host  (the  lifting  up  of  the  consecrated  bread 
for  all  to  see).  Some  said  that  there  was  no  basis  for  doing  this 
in  the  Bible,  but  Luther  saw  nothing  in  the  Bible  that  prohibited 
the  practice,  and  many  people  found  meaning  in  the  practice. 
Therefore  he  left  it  in  the  worship  order  and  called  it  an 
"inessential." 

Like  Luther,  we  need  to  learn  the  difference  between  what 
matters  and  what  doesn't.  For  example: 

I.  Worship: 

That  we  gather  for  worship  is  not  an  option.  Our  God  is 
worthy.  Every  breath  we  take  and  every  beat  of  our  hearts  is 
but  more  evidence  of  God's  goodness  and  love.  So,  we  worship; 
this  is  essential.  But  how  we  worship — this  is  an  inessential. 
Worship  can  be  done  effectively  in  many  ways!  I  sometimes  refer 
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as  a  Free  Will-Episcopalian-Presbyterian-Holiness-Baptist!  I 
have  found  rich  meaning  in  many  approaches  to  worship. 

Formal,  informal;  traditional,  contemporary. .  .I'm  not  sure 
what  these  terms  actually  mean.  As  long  as  God  is  faithfully 
worshipped  and  the  Gospel  faithfully  proclaimed — there  is  room 
in  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  family  for  you!  For  what  it's 
worth,  one  of  the  main  features  missing  in  most  approaches  to 
worship  is  imagination.  We  have  allowed  our  worship  services  to 
be  bogged  in  the  rut  of  the  same  thing  over  and  over  and  over. 

2.  Faithful  study  of  the  Bible: 

It  is  essential  that  we  faithfully  study  the  Bible.  Obviously, 
we  study  so  that  we  can  be  more  knowledgeable  of  God's  Word 
and  understand  our  faith  more  fully.  But  there  is  more.  God  gave 
us  the  Bible  to  make  us  more  Christ  like  persons.  Yes,  this  is  an 
essential. 

On  the  other  hand,  which  version  you  use — ^That's  an 
inessential.  I  find  it  interesting  that  John  Smyth  did  not  care  for 
any  translation.  He  believed  that  the  preacher  should  translate 
directly  from  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  originals! 

The  King  James  Version  of  the  Bible  is  the  most  important 
document  ever  produced  in  the  English  language.  Its  beauty  and 
dignity  of  language  are  matchless.  The  method  used  to  translate 
the  King  James  Version  continues  to  define  the  method  for 
effective  translation  to  this  day.  Still,  there  are  other  translations 
which  are  also  faithful  to  the  best  and  most  accurate  Greek  and 
Hebrew  manuscripts. 

If  your  congregation  prefers  the  King  James  Version,  we  should 
honor  and  respect  that.  But  brothers  and  sisters,  let's  not  make 
this  a  test  of  fellowship. 

B.  Whatever  was  important  for  Jesus  must  be 
important  for  us! 

How  does  one  summarize  this?  Of  all  the  task  forces, 
commissions,  and  committees,  maybe  answering  this  question 
should  command  our  prayers,  study,  and  action:  What  was 
important  for  Jesus?  Allow  me  to  offer  some  proposals  from  Jesus 
as  recorded  in  the  Gospel  of  Matthew.  They  are  important  to 
Jesus. 

1.  Matthew  5—7,  Sermon  on  the  Mount 

This  is  the  longest  single  collection  of  Jesus'  teachings. 
No  doubt,  this  is  the  most  important  sermon  ever  preached. 
Positioned  near  the  beginning  of  Jesus'  ministry,  this  sermon  lays 
out  an  agenda  for  disciples.  We  are  called  to  be  Kingdom  people, 
and  here  Jesus  describes  what  life  in  the  Kingdom  is  supposed  to 
look  like  for  his  followers  right  now!  For  far  too  long  the  Church 
has  regarded  Jesus'  teachings  in  this  sermon  as  describing  some 
kind  of  unreachable  ideal.  I  disagree.  Jesus  said  it,  he  meant  it, 
and  we  must  live  it. 

2.  Matthew  25:31-45,  The  Great  Judgment 

Then  the  King  will  say  to  those  on  his  right,  "Come,  you  who 
are  blessed  by  my  Father;  take  your  inheritance,  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you  since  the  creation  of  the  world.  For  I  was  hungry 
and  you  gave  me  something  to  eat,  I  was  thirsty  and  you  gave  me 
something  to  drink,  I  was  a  stranger  and  you  invited  me  in,  I 
needed  clothes  and  you  clothed  me,  I  was  sick  and  you  looked 
after  me,  I  was  in  prison  and  you  came  to  visit  me."  Then  the 
righteous  will  answer  him,  "Lord,  when  did  we  see  you  hungry 
and  feed  you,  or  thirsty  and  give  you  something  to  drink?  When 


did  we  see  you  a  stranger  and  invite  you  in,  or  needing  clothes 
and  clothe  you?  When  did  we  see  you  sick  or  in  prison  and  go  to 
visit  you?"  The  King  will  reply,  "Truly  I  tell  you,  whatever  you 
did  for  one  of  the  least  of  these  brothers  and  sisters  of  mine,  you 
did  for  me."  (niv) 

Jesus  cared  for  the  powerless.  It's  time  we  do  the  same.  If 
we  expect  God  to  bless  our  denomination,  we  had  better  start 
loving  those  who  need  our  love  the  most.  Note  again  the  position 
of  this  parable  in  Matthew's  narrative:  right  before  the  arrest 
and  crucifixion.  Do  you  think  this  says  something  about  its 
importance?  I  think  so.  Original  Free  Will  Baptists:  What  are 
we  doing  for  the  "least  of  these"? 

By  the  way,  as  I  look  at  our  convention  this  morning,  I  see  a  sea 
of  white  faces.  It's  time  our  congregations  start  to  look  like  the 
communities  we  are  in — white,  black,  and  Hispanic! 

3.  Matthew  28:19— 20a,  The  Great  Commission 

Going,  therefore,  disciple  all  nations  through  baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  and  through 
teaching  them  to  observe  all  that  I  have  commanded  you. 
(author's  translation) 

Let's  talk  about  priorities.  Here  we  have  the  risen  Christ 
giving  his  last  instructions  to  his  disciples.  He  commands  them 
(and  us)  to  "disciple  (used  as  a  verb)  all  nations."  Then  he  gives  us 
the  means  of  disciple  making:  baptizing  and  teaching.  Does  this 
command  matter?  Yes.  Do  we  care?  I'm  not  sure. 

When  Jesus  looked  over  Jerusalem,  he  wept.  With  all  the  pain, 
suffering,  confusion,  and  brokenness  in  our  world,  why  aren't  we 
weeping? 

Conclusion 

These  are  challenging  times.  We  are  enduring  the  most  serious 
economic  times  in  my  52  years.  We  are  fighting  wars  on  at  least 
two  fronts.  We  face  uncertainty  about  the  future.  Our  nation  is 
absorbed  in  a  self-centered  morality.  I  can  understand  why  we 
would  want  to  wash  our  hands  of  it  all. 

Giving  up  or  giving  in  is  not  an  option  for  people  ot  faith.  Jesus 
Christ  is  alive  and  well.  Those  of  us  who  anticipate  the  Kingdom 
of  God:  Let's  live  Kingdom  lives  right  now. 

Original  Free  Will  Baptists:  Let's  be  a:  peace  making, 
poor  helping,  others  serving,  prison  visiting,  hungry  feeding, 
oppressed  freeing,  gospel  sharing,  neighbor  loving,  self  giving, 
stranger  welcoming,  disciple  making,  god  worshipping,  church. 
In  other  words,  let's  be  the  Church  that  Christ  can  build.  And 
build  it.  He  will. 
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By  The  Reverend  Kelley  Smart 

This  message  was  preached  on  Thursday,  May  19  at  the  99*  Session  of  the  Convention  of  OFWB 


It  has  been  described  by  many  to  be  one  of  the  most  grueUng 
competitions  in  the  whole  world.  Without  a  doubt  it  pales 
in  popularity  when  compared  to  the  World  Series,  NCAA 
Tournament,  Super  Bowl,  various  golf  tournaments,  and  even 
NASCAR.  However,  for  those  who  compete  in  the  Dakar 
Rally  (for  two  weeks  each  January)  the  careful  planning,  hard 
work,  and  glory  of  seeing  the  race  through  to  its  conclusion  are 
at  the  heart  of  such  a  challenging  event.  Men  and  women  from 
55  countries  and  of  various  skill  levels  accept  the  challenge 
of  racing  from  Paris,  France  to  Dakar  (westernmost  point  of 
mainland  Africa)  in  pursuit  of  the  prize.  In  recent  years  this 
event  has  taken  place  in  South  America,  but  the  challenges  are 
no  less  demanding.  Despite  its  limited  popularity,  Dakar  has 
tested  the  physical,  mental,  and  emotional  stamina  of  many. 
The  days  are  long  with  race  stages  covering  upward  of  500 
miles  and  the  one  "rest  day"  is  far  from  peaceful.  Participants 
have  quite  literally  sacrificed  life  and  limb  over  the  Dakar's  32 
year  history  to  overcome  the  challenges  of  sand  dunes,  rocks, 
washed  out  roads,  camel  grass,  desert  hardpan,  mountain 
passes,  animals,  and  even  fans  who  sometimes  get  in  the  way. 
For  the  competitors  at  Dakar  there  is  no  room  for  distractions, 
only  endurance. 

When  we  consider  our  taith  journey,  we  are  reminded  life  is 
more  than  a  peaceful  walk  in  the  park  on  a  Sunday  afternoon. 
It  has  been  stated  before  that  Christian  pilgrims  are  not  on  a 
leisurely  tour  in  which  we  go  sightseeing  by  day  and  return 
to  the  same  place  at  night.  Our  journey  will  be  filled  with 
challenges  that  test  our  commitment  and  at  times  may  lure 
us  from  the  work  at  hand.  Our  Convention  theme  for  2011 
is  "Working  for  God  with  Endurance"  and  how  fitting  it 
should  be  that  we  read  in  Scripture  of  how  the  Christian  life 
is  similar  to  a  race.  It  is  a  race  not  in  the  sense  of  winners 
and  physical  trophies,  but  an  event  demanding  the  focus  of 
believers  over  the  course  of  life.  Our  text  reminds  us:  The  race 
is  "Challenging,  but  Possible." 

Sermon  Text:  Hebrews  12:1—3  (kjv) 
Hebrews  is  a  beautiful  work  filled  with  so  much  theology. 
To  readers  of  all  backgrounds  it  issues  challenges  that  cause  us 
to  step  back  and  consider  our  journey  and  what  God  is  up  to  in 
our  midst.  A  few  of  the  important  themes  include:  warnings 
for  the  journey  ahead,  words  of  encouragement,  consideration 
of  what  it  means  to  follow  Christ,  the  significance  of  the  person 
and  work  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  how  God  has  now  spoken  to 
humanity  by  sending  his  Son  (the  Word  made  flesh). 

The  text  under  consideration  serves  as  a  "bridge,"  if  you 
will,  between  chapter  11  and  the  conclusion  of  the  letter.  You 
may  ask,  "What  is  so  special  about  chapter  11?"  I  am  glad  you 


asked!  We  might  call  this  chapter  a  "litany"  or  "who's  who"  of 
the  Old  Testament.  It  is  a  lengthy  record  of  men  and  women 
who  not  only  claimed  to  have  faith,  but  also  proved  themselves 
to  be  faithful  throughout  the  course  of  their  lives.  Individuals 
such  as  Abraham,  Moses,  Rahab  (who  protected  the  spies  who 
entered  Canaan),  and  David  are  included  in  this  listing.  All  of 
them  stood  firm  and  acknowledged  God's  faithfulness  as  they 
worked  in  some  fashion  for  the  Kingdom  of  God.  The  verses 
that  conclude  chapter  12  address  the  matter  of  discipline 
within  the  life  of  the  Christian  community. 

An  important  aspect  of  this  section  that  makes  it  into  a 
"bridge"  would  be  the  usage  of  "wherefore."  While  probably 
overlooked  by  some  students  of  Scripture,  this  word  suggests: 
"Now  that  you  have  heard  this. .  .these  are  the  implications  for 
life."  The  original  readers  would  have  been  overwhelmed  by 
such  a  list  of  great  "heroes"  in  the  faith.  However,  this  listing 
should  have  served  as  a  motivating  factor  in  helping  Christians 
remain  firm  despite  their  circumstances. 

We  might  like  to  think  the  author  could  have  made  the 
description  of  Christian  faith  a  bit  easier  than  a  race.  After  all, 
we  enjoy  the  thought  of  life  being  fair  and  easy.  How  could 
faith  be  similar  to  a  race  anyway?  The  image  of  a  race  would 
have  been  quite  familiar  to  first  century  Christians.  TKey 
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were  aware  of  the  different  sporting  events  and  Olympic-like 
games  that  were  held  in  honor  of  the  gods  and  goddesses  of 
the  Empire.  Each  competitor  worked  hard  between  events  to 
prepare  physically  and  gain  their  focus  in  order  to  wear  a  wreath 
of  greenery  at  the  end  of  the  day.  Such  athletes  understood 
the  value  of  hard  work  and  realized  the  different  relay  events 
required  endurance  in  order  to  reach  the  finish  line. 

Our  faith  journey  compares  when  we  realize  life  requires 
the  same  "patience"  or  "endurance"  included  in  verse  one. 
The  Greek  term  hupomone  indicates  life  demands  pressing 
forward  despite  the  surrounding  situation.  It  is  a  pressing  that 
wrestles,  claws,  and  moves  forward  without  hanging  one's 
head.  We  can  probably  recall  a  time  in  our  lives  when  we  were 
really  passionate  about  our  faith  and  came  "out  of  the  gate" 
running,  but  with  time  we  have  slowed  to  a  crawl.  According 
to  William  Barclay  in  his  commentary  on  Hebrews,  this  text 
serves  as  a  summary  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian.  Life 
is  more  than  just  a  few  sprints  and  we  are  finished.  It  is  a  race 
which  demands  keeping  pace  until  the  end  of  our  journey.  St. 
Gregory  echoed  such  thoughts  when  he  said,  "The  value  of 
good  work  depends  on  perseverance.  You  live  a  good  lite  in 
vain  if  you  do  not  continue  it  until  the  end."  Our  journey  of 
faith  is  not  something  we  can  take  lightly.  We  cannot  sit  back 
and  let  life  pass  us  by  while  pretending  Christianity  is  always 
easy.  Yes,  the  image  of  a  race  may  seem  challenging  to  us  at 
first,  but  it  is  possible. 

In  Hebrews  we  discover  endurance  is  possible 
when  we  allow  God  to  remove  those  impediments 
that  slow  our  commitment. 

Verse  one  points  to  the  fact  that  Christians  must  lay  aside 
anything  which  gets  in  our  way.  This  "laying  aside"  is  not  the 
calm/casual  mode  of  putting  something  down.  The  weight 
needs  to  be  "chunked."  Weight  will  without  a  doubt  slow  the 
progress  of  not  only  athletes,  but  also  followers  of  Christ. 
Competitors  in  the  first  century  would  have  removed  their 
robes  prior  to  competition  in  order  to  cut  down  on  any  drag 
that  could  slow  them.  How  foolish  it  would  be  for  an  Olympic 
swimmer  to  dive  into  a  pool  with  weights  on  his  or  her  back.  It 
would  be  equally  foolish  for  a  basketball  player  to  go  onto  the 
court  with  his  or  her  hands  tied.  When  we  allow  "weights"  to 
enter  our  lives  we  are  doing  just  this. 

What  do  we  find  holding  us  back  in  our  commitment  to 
Christ — and  why  is  this  so?  Perhaps  we  have  allowed  a  touch 
of  pride  to  cloud  our  focus.  Maybe  the  journey  of  faith  does 
not  carry  enough  glory.  It  may  be  that  there  are  major  issues 
at  work  in  our  lives  that  threaten  to  detour  our  walk.  Some  of 
you  may  be  saying,  "I  am  a  Christian.  I  dealt  with  all  of  that 
stuff  a  long  time  ago  when  I  trusted  Christ  as  my  Lord  and 
Savior."  If  you  can  say  this... great!  But  could  there  be  other 
issues  at  work?  I  once  read  how  it  is  not  always  the  mountains 
that  give  us  the  most  trouble  in  life.  Sometimes  the  pebbles 
cause  us  to  stumble. 

We  took  time  from  the  busyness  of  life  to  come  and  share 
in  this  session  of  the  Convention.  I  must  say  all  of  us  have 
come  with  some  form  of  baggage  that  is  holding  us  down. 


Even  when  we  try  to  get  away,  the  baggage  remains.  When 
we  look  at  our  lives  and  the  places  we  have  been  and  things 
we  have  experienced  we  might  say,  "How  on  earth  could  God 
use  me?"  Could  our  weight  be  found  in  the  excuses  we  develop 
when  we  try  to  answer  this  question?  Maybe  we  have  been 
discouraged  at  some  point.  It  might  be  age,  background,  social 
class,  family  issues,  etc.  that  have  brought  us  down.  Still  other 
dangerous  tendencies  can  hinder  our  journey.  What  about  the 
prejudices,  preconceived  notions,  and  judgment  calls  that  have 
become  a  part  of  who  we  are?  Despite  our  best  of  intentions, 
we  as  Christians  still  have  issues  that  God  must  handle.  We 
hold  onto  such  things  and  become  content  simply  to  "hide" 
them  in  the  dark  corners  and  closets  ot  our  lives.  For  too  long 
we  have  held  them  (almost  to  the  point  that  they  feel  good 
or  just  seem  commonplace).  What  is  God  calling  us  to  let  go 
of  this  morning  that  might  be  preventing  us  from  being  all 
that  God  wants  us  to  be  for  the  sake  of  His  Kingdom?  Robert 
Mulholland  in  his  work  Shaped  by  the  Word  shares  how  God 
does  not  point  a  finger  into  the  lives  of  His  children  simply 
to  indicate  certain  things  exist  which  hinder  our  spiritual 
formation.  Instead,  this  finger  has  a  hand  attached  that  is 
willing  to  remove  those  items  and  clean  up  our  hearts  and 
minds.  It  is  my  prayer  this  morning  that  God  will  reveal  those 
areas  of  our  lives  that  serve  as  "weights"  and  any  sins  we  might 
harbor,  and  provide  the  forgiveness  of  which  we  are  in  need. 
Once  all  impediments  are  removed  we  discover. . . 

Endurance  is  possible  because  we  do  not  go  at  this 
race  alone.  We  have  Christ  as  our  primary  partner 
and  the  cloud  of  witnesses  to  spur  us  along. 

John  Donne  once  stated,  "No  man  is  an  island."  In  a  sense 
this  is  true  of  the  church.  As  Christians  we  do  not  participate 
in  the  race  alone.  We  are  surrounded  by  a  community  of 
believers  with  Christ  as  our  head. 

Our  text  challenges  us  to  consider  or  look  upon  Christ  as 
our  model  for  faithful  living.  To  look  upon  someone  indicates 
we  desire  to  be  more  like  that  person.  It  is  a  lot  like  young 
aspiring  athletes  who  look  to  particular  players  as  role  models. 
While  these  athletes  may  be  good  people  on  and  off  the  court, 
boys  and  girls  wish  to  mimic  their  actions  in  the  game.  I  recall 
a  young  man  telling  me  not  long  ago  how  he  idolizes  LeBron 
James.  He  told  me  all  about  the  moves  he  makes  in  the  NBA 
and  how  he  wants  to  play  just  like  James.  When  we  look 
toward  Christ  as  our  "author"  and  "perfector"  of  faith,  do  we 
wish  to  be  like  Him? 

When  we  pause  to  consider  the  person  and  work  of  Jesus 
Christ  we  discover  one  who  was  focused  and  determined  to  do 
the  will  of  the  one  who  sent  Him.  The  term  archegon,  which 
is  translated  "author,"  means  "one  who  begins  something."  In 
Christ  we  discover  the  one  who  is  the  source  of  our  faith  and 
the  hope  we  need  to  see  our  journey  through  to  the  end.  We 
might  consider  Jesus  to  be  a  pioneer  who  blazed  a  trail  with 
a  clear  end  in  view.  He  charted  a  course  in  order  to  show  us 
how  to  live  and  serve  as  His  followers.  In  thinking  about  those 
who  begin  something  new  or  take  on  the  challenges  of  a  given 
time,  we  might  do  well  to  remember  that  "beginning 


something"  is  not  always  a  popular  process.  It  takes  someone 
with  determination  to  see  a  task  through,  despite  what  those 
around  him  or  her  might  say,  do,  or  think.  Jesus  Christ  blazed 
a  trail  that  often  went  against  the  grain  of  His  time.  He  clearly 
did  not  take  the  easier  way,  but  pressed  on  toward  the  goal  of 
His  Father  in  Heaven.  The  way  Jesus  lived  challenged  people 
to  think  and  reconsider  the  work  of  God  in  their  midst.  His 
Messianic  practices  often  did  not  fit  into  the  mold  of  the 
expectations  for  His  day  and  time.  Rather  than  being  a  political 
authority,  who  overthrew  the  Romans,  He  came  as  a  humble 
servant.  He  prepared  for  a  new  day  of  justice,  righteousness, 
peace,  and  wholeness  for  those  who  would  believe. 

Such  preparations  were  by  no  means  easy.  It  demanded 
Christ  to  leave  His  place  in  glory,  empty  Himself,  and  take  up 
His  cross.  It  was,  however,  with  great  joy  that  Jesus  took  on  His 
task  to  free  humanity  from  our  sin.  Scripture  does  not  lead  us 
to  thinkjesus  went  kicking  and  screaming  to  Calvary.  Instead, 
Jesus  willingly  gave  Himself  for  you  and  me.  He  ministered 
with  joy  to  the  least,  last,  and  lost.  He  joyfully  marked  a  course 
for  you  and  me  so  our  journey  might  be  possible.  In  Christ  we 
discover  one  who  has  "been  there  and  done  that,"  but  did  far 
more  than  "buy  the  t-shirt"  (as  we  like  to  add).  Christ  saw  His 
mission  through  in  order  to  reach  the  goal  of  His  followers 
and  for  His  followers. 

While  times  have  changed,  we  are  called  to  take  up  our 
crosses  just  as  countless  others  to  whom  Jesus  ministered.  As 
His  followers,  we  are  challenged  to  follow  Christ  by  being  like 
Christ  in  all  we  say  and  do.  The  task  to  which  we  are  called  is 
not  something  foreign  or  more  demanding  than  what  Christ 
would  do.  Christ  did  far  more  than  you  or  I  could  ever  do  for 
ourselves.  I  remember  when  I  was  growing  up  my  dad  would 
always  tell  me  that  he  would  never  ask  me  to  do  more  than 
what  he  was  willing  to  do  himself  He  would  work  just  as  hard 
as  anyone  and  helped  me  along  the  way  as  I  was  learning.  To 
this  day  my  dad  still  lives  by  the  same  belief  (except  he  adds 
that  Kelley  learned  to  swim).  It  is  hard  to  respect  someone 
who  requires  more  of  us  than  he  or  she  is  willing  to  do.  In 
Christ  we  find  one  who  makes  our  journey  possible  because 
He  has  done  it. 

Looking  unto  Christ  may  seem  like  a  simple  enough  task. 
After  all,  how  hard  can  it  be?  At  this  point  we  must  stop  and 
think  about  what  this  might  require  of  us.  When  we  sit  back 
and  think  about  Jesus,  and  sing  songs  such  as  "Jesus  Loves  the 
Little  Children"  being  a  Christian  sounds  fun  and  makes  us 
feel  all  warm  inside.  Are  we  sure  as  to  what  we  are  considering? 
To  follow  Christ  is  hard  at  times  because  it  issues  demands  on 
us.  According  to  Fred  Craddock,  "As  long  as  being  a  Christian 
seems  favorable  to  us  it  is  an  easy  title  to  claim."  This  journey 
of  faith  is  far  more  than  sitting  on  the  sidelines,  watching 
others,  and  coaching  them  along.  When  we  live  into  the  name 
"Christian"  we  are  saying  we  wish  to  renounce  self,  step  up  to 
the  plate,  and  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Christ.  Think  about 
Jesus'  earthly  ministry  for  a  moment.  Jesus  did  more  than  tell 
His  followers  a  bunch  of  stuff.  He  actually  embodied  His 
teaching.  To  do  the  Christ-like  thing  may  require  us  to  let  go 
our  ourselves  just  a  bit,  turn  the  other  cheek,  offer  a  cup  of  cold 
water,  wash  someone's  feet,  and  face  opposition. 
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Samuel  Shoemaker  was  an  Episcopal  priest  who  lived  in 
New  York  City  during  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth  century. 
He  worked  among  the  addicts  and  overlooked  of  the  slums, 
and  was  instrumental  in  forming  Alcoholics  Anonymous. 
On  one  occasion  Shoemaker  was  asked  why  he  poured 
his  life  and  ministry  into  the  wretched  of  New  York  City. 
Shoemaker's  health  was  failing  and  his  sense  of  the  city's 
needs  overwhelming  and  discouraging.  "Why  don't  you  just 
run  away  from  it  all  before  you  are  broken  by  this  burden  you 
have  placed  on  yourself?" — a  friend  wondered.  "I  would  like 
to  run  away  from  it  all,"  Shoemaker  is  said  to  have  replied, 
"but  a  certain  man  on  a  cross  will  not  let  me."  What  might 
looking  unto  Christ  call  you  and  me  to  do  this  morning?  This 
same  Jesus  who  calls  us  into  service  is  the  one  we  refer  to  as 
"Lord."  We  trust  Him  for  eternity's  sake,  but  how  about  for 
the  grace  we  need  to  race  each  day. 

While  Christ  is  the  pioneer  and  finisher  of  our 
faith,  we  do  have  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses  who 
have  gone  before  us  and  race  along  with  us. 

The  term  marturia  is  the  word  often  translated  "witness."  It 
is  from  this  that  we  have  our  term  "martyr,"  which  is  used  to 
describe  someone  who  has  given  his  or  her  life  for  the  sake  of 
the  faith.  In  a  more  general  sense  it  refers  to  someone  who  can 
bear  witness  or  offer  testimony  to  the  validity  of  something. 
In  a  trial  setting  a  witness  is  called  upon  to  share  what  he  or 
she  knows  about  the  incident  under  consideration.  It  is  his  or 
her  goal  to  tell,  as  truthfully  as  possible,  what  has  been  seen 
or  heard.  Prosecutors  and  defense  attorneys  carefully  consider 
each  witness  to  make  sure  each  is  as  reliable  as  possible. 

The  "witnesses"  recorded  in  Hebrews  11  have  also  "been 
there  and  done  that"  with  their  lives,  but  their  testimony  is 
much  more  than  words.  To  bear  witness  (in  the  context  of 
faith)  is  to  "flesh  out"  what  one  knows  to  be  true  in  his  or  her 
life.  The  Broadman  Bible  Commentary  describes  witnesses 
as,  "those  who  through  eyes  of  faith  see  the  unseeable,  and 
through  faith/hope  lived  lives  which  bear  witness  to  the 
worthwhileness  of  patient  endurance."  Witnesses  reassure  us 
that  endurance  is  possible,  hardship  at  its  worst  is  but  for  the 
day,  the  grace  of  God  will  sustain  us,  and  the  joys  of  life  will 
encourage  us.  Such  individuals  do  not  take  matters  of  faith 
lightly  and  run  with  endurance  the  race  that  is  marked. 

As  we  look  unto  Christ  and  follow  the  example  of  others  we 
may  find  it  to  be  a  humbling  experience.  Such  examples  have 
modeled  what  it  means  to  live  lives  of  faith.  They  are  more 
than  fans  filling  the  coliseum.  Tliey  have  already  raced  and 
give  us  the  encouragement  to  stay  the  course.  Consideration 
of  those  who  have  paved  the  way  should  cause  us  to  examine 
where  we  are  with  our  journeys.  Do  we  simply  let  God  do  all 
of  the  work  and  allow  others  to  face  adversity  while  we  merely 
enjoy  the  benefits?  Such  forerunners  should  cause  us  to  be  all 
that  we  can  be  in  Christ  and  press  forward  all  the  more. 

An  image  from  baseball  may  prove  helpful.  On  a  particular 
day  a  high  school  pitcher  takes  to  the  mound.  His  statistics  are 
off  the  charts.  The  fans  know  that  one 'day  this  young  man  will 
make  it  in  the  majors.  The  stands  are  filled  not  only 


with  the  typical  fans  of  baseball,  but  also  a  number  of  scouts 
representing  different  colleges.  While  all  of  the  other  games 
have  been  spectacular  for  this  player,  he  knows  that  his  game 
must  be  "right  on"  with  so  many  observing  his  performance. 
As  others  observe  the  witness  of  our  faith  what  do  they  see? 
May  they  see  a  people  who  are  determined  and  running  in 
accordance  with  Christ.  Who  knows  the  example  we  might  be 
setting  with  our  faith? 

When  we  look  back  over  the  course  of  our  lives,  who  makes 
up  our  "cloud  of  witnesses?"  Perhaps  there  are  many  people 
within  the  pages  of  Scripture  with  whom  we  resonate.  Our 
list  could  include  some  of  those  "heroes"  included  in  Hebrews 
11.  Could  it  be  that  our  "cloud"  consists  of  others?  There  were 
many  men  and  women  who  stood  for  their  faith  during  periods 
of  great  persecution  throughout  the  early  years  of  Christianity. 
Some  of  these  became  martyrs  for  the  Christ  they  loved. 
Maybe  you  relate  to  the  Reformers  who  took  on  the  abuses  and 
injustices  during  the  Protestant  Reformation.  What  about  the 
General  Baptists,  such  as  John  Smyth  and  Thomas  Helwys, 
who  were  instrumental  in  the  Baptist  movement  in  London? 
Perhaps  there  are  individuals,  such  as  Benjamin  Laker  and 
Paul  Palmer,  who  brought  the  General  Baptist  convictions  to 
the  colonies.  Still  others  come  to  mind,  such  as  William  Parker 
and  Joseph  Parker,  who  remained  faithful  despite  pressure  from 
the  Particular  Baptists.  Some  overcame  the  Campbellite  Crisis 
to  ensure  the  General  Baptist  traditions  lived  on.  We  may  wish 
to  add  the  countless  men  and  women  who  used  their  gifts  to 
form  the  various  conferences,  denominational  ministries,  and 
the  Convention  that  prepares  for  100  years  of  service. 

And  what  shall  be  said  for  the  unsung  heroes  of  the  faith? 
Yes... those  whose  names  may  not  always  be  well  known,  but 
nevertheless  have  served  to  shape  us.  Maybe  it  was  the  Sunday 
School  teacher  who  taught  you  the  story  of  Noah  and  the 
ark.  Perhaps  it  was  a  pastor  and  youth  minister  whose  lives 
intersected  yours  as  you  struggled  with  the  call  to  full-time 


ministry.  Maybe  it  was  the  family  member  who  overcame 
loss  of  employment  at  one  time  and  later  in  life  an  accident 
that  could  have  easily  claimed  his  life.  Who  knows. .  .maybe, 
just  maybe,  it  was  a  certain  black  man  who  was  raised  on 
your  family's  farm  (who  did  not  have  the  benefit  of  formal 
education),  but  understood  without  a  doubt  what  it  means  to 
love  God  with  heart,  soul,  and  mind.  Our  lives  are  filled  with 
such  influences  who  have  gone  before  us  and  may  very  well 
walk  with  us  today! 

What  can  be  said  in  summary  about  this  cloud  of  witnesses? 
I  remember  a  statement  shared  by  Dr.  David  Hines  on  several 
occasions  in  the  classroom  and  other  contexts.  He  states,  "We 
learn  a  lot  about  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian  by  observing 
others  who  do  it  well."  Who  have  we  observed  and  who  is 
observing  us?  This  cloud  of  witnesses  (with  Christ  at  the  core) 
challenges  us  to  grow  and  move  forward  in  spite  of  our  times. 
As  we  look  toward  them  may  we  not  become  faint,  weary,  and 
quit  too  soon.  Let  us  gain  our  second  wind  and  continue  the 
race.  The  rest  and  reward  come  at  the  end! 

Earlier  we  considered  the  Dakar  Rally  and  the  challenges 
that  go  along  with  competing.  Those  who  have  raced  and 
continue  to  do  so  have  one  motivation:  leave  everything  aside 
and  run  with  endurance.  Should  our  lives  be  any  different  as 
Christians?  Richard  Hayes,  a  professor  at  Duke  University 
Divinity  School,  shares  an  experience  from  the  University 
in  one  of  his  commentaries.  "Several  years  ago  when  the 
University's  men's  basketball  team  won  back-to-back  national 
championships,  there  was  a  popular  t-shirt  on  campus.  The 
front  read,  'You  talk  the  game,  but  can  you  play  the  game?'  On 
the  back,  just  above  the  school  logo,  was  printed  the  slogan: 
'We  can  play'."  We  talk  well  and  good  about  our  Christian 
journey,  but  can  we  run  the  race?  Will  we  let  go  of  that  which 
threatens  to  hold  us  back,  recall  the  cloud  of  witnesses,  and 
follow  Christ  as  our  Lord?  Without  a  doubt  the  race  will  be 
challenging!  But  impossible?  Not  at  all! 


The  eye  wept  for  tears  to  shed 
Before  the  tomb  alone 
Arid  warnings  rendered  hollow  bone 
The  murmuring  tongue  marooned 

Rock  above  wilderness  floor 
Gushing  water  for  life 

First  by  rod,  then  graced  by  spoken  word;  outpour 
Transcending  ancient  strife 

Desert  rambling  lessons  stern 

His  breath  our  life  in  the  cleft 

Choosing  neither  right  nor  left 

May  our  thirst  upon  Thee  return 

—  Scotty  Mc  Coy  — 
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Oldest  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches 

BY  GARY  FENTON  BAREFOOT 

In  an  earlier  article  by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt  on  Nineteen  Century  Leaders  in  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  {TFWB,  May  2011), 
the  contribution  of  Joseph  Parker  in  the  founding  of  early  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  (then  General  Baptist)  was  duly  noted.  In  fact, 
the  three  oldest  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  in  North  Carolina  that  are  still  in  existence  were  probably  founded  by  Joseph  Parker.  Truly 
he  may  be  referred  to  as  one  of  the  "fathers"  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination. 


Gum  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


Located  about  nine  miles  west  of  Greenville  and  one  mile  north 
of  Belvoir  in  Pitt  County,  is  believed  to  be  ^he  second  oldest  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  that  is  still  active.  Again,  even  though  the 
exact  date  of  the  establishment  of  the  church,  like  Little  Creek, 
is  unknown  there  are  some  generally  agreed  upon  conclusions 
about  her  early  development. 

The  original  church  was  established  in  the  late  1750's  in  the 
Conetoe  settlements  of  what  was  then  Beaufort  County  (Pitt 
was  created  in  1761).  Along  with  Grimsley  and  Wheat  Swamp 
churches,  Gum  Swamp  was  probably  a  branch  or  arm  of  the  Little 
Creek  Church  founded  by  Joseph  Parker.  Tradition  says  that  the 
founder  was  William  Parker,  who,  along  with  his  relative  Joseph 
Parker,  provided  pastoral  duties  for  the  congregation  until  his 
death  in  1794.  However,  although  Rufus  K.  Hearn  in  his  writings 


about  early  Free  Will  Baptist  developments  implies  that  William 
Parker  organized  this  church  and  that  he  traveled  all  the  way 
from  Meherrin  near  Murfreesboro  to  preach  there,  most  likely  he 
confuses  William  with  Joseph.  Joseph  was  located  much  closer 
to  the  church  and  it  seems  more  credible  that  he,  maybe  with 
the  assistance  of  William,  was  really  the  founder  of  the  church. 
If  William  indeed  was  the  founder  and  pastor,  his  visits  to  Gum 
Swamp  were  probably  infrequent  due  to  the  distance  between 
the  Meherrin  Church  and  Gum  Swamp.  Nevertheless,  during 
the  formative  years  of  her  development.  Gum  Swamp  remained 
faithful  to  the  teachings  of  Joseph  and  William  Parker,  survived 
the  proselyting  efforts  of  various  religious  groups,  and  remains 
today  a  very  viable  part  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination. 
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Grimsley  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Located  three  miles  west  of  Maury  and  three  miles  north  of  Snow 
Hill  in  Greene  County,  is  believed  to  be  the  third  oldest  Free  Will 
Baptist  church  in  existence  today.  The  exact  date  of  the  founding  of 
the  church  has  not  been  determined,  but  a  deed  recorded  in  Greene 
County  in  1800  confirms  that  a  church  building  was  constructed  on 
the  present  site  in  1784  by  permission  of  a  landowner  named  Jones. 
Even  though  a  church  or  meetinghouse  may  have  existed  in  the  late 
1750's  or  early  1760  s,  there  is  no  known  supporting  evidence  to 
confirm  that.  According  to  Hearn,  Grimsley  s  founder  was  probably 
William  Parker,  but  again  it  seems  unlikely  that  William  Parker 
would  have  founded  a  church  so  close  to  Little  Creek  where  Joseph 
Parker  was  active.  William  would  have  had  to  travel  some  distance  to 
establish  a  church  near  an  already  established  congregation  gathered 
by  Joseph  Parker. 

Throughout  the  first  century  of  its  development,  Grimsley  served 
as  the  source  of  leadership  for  the  formation  of  other  Free  Will 
Baptist  churches  in  North  and  South  Carolina.  In  1830  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  was  organized  in  Hookerton  with 
the  Reverend  James  Moore,  a  former  pastor  of  Grimsley,  as  its  first 
pastor.  In  1850  Moore  also  organized  Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Greene  County.  Another  member  of  Grimsley,  Redding 
Moore,  was  ordained  in  1816  as  a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  and 
later  organized  three  churches  in  South  Carolina.  Like  the  other  two 
of  the  three  oldest  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  discussed,  Grimsley 
has  survived  for  over  225  years  and  has  made  significant  and  lasting 
contributions  to  the  history  of  Free  Will  Baptists. 

Little  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Located  at  Scufllieton  in  Greene  County  about  four  miles  west  of 
Ayden  and  a  few  hundred  yards  west  of  Little  Contentnea  Creek,  is 
considered  to  be  the  oldest  Free  Will  Baptist  church  still  in  existence. 
The  exact  year  of  the  church's  foundation  is  not  known.  The  most 
easily  authenticated  evidence  suggests  that  it  was  formed  about  1756 
by  Elder  Joseph  Parker  who  had  moved  to  the  area  from  Edgecombe 
County.  A  deed  dated  December  25,  1756,  indicated  that  Parker 
purchased  approximately  100  acres  of  land  from  Jacob  Blount  on 
Little  Contentnea  Creek  in  what  is  now  Greene  County.  A  report 
of  Morgan  Edwards  of  the  baptism  of  Jeptha  Vining  at  Little 
Contentnea  Creek  by  Elder  Parker  in  1761  lends  further  evidence  to 
the  existence  ot  the  Little  Creek  Church  during  this  early  period. 

The  original  building  was  a  log-hewned  structure  measuring 
about  20  feet  by  30  feet.  In  its  early  years  the  church  was  called  A. 
Jones'  Meeting  House  and  served  as  a  mission  center  from  which 
branch  churches  were  established,  most  likely  those  at  Gum  Swamp, 
Grimsley,  and  Wheat  Swamp  (now  a  Disciples  church).  Parker  was 
listed  as  pastor  of  Little  Creek  in  1790  in  Asplund's  REGISTER 
and  he  likely  remained  there  until  his  death  in  1791. 

*Some  of  the  material  in  this  article  was  written  earlier  for 
the  July  18,  1976,  pilgrimage  to  the  oldest  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches,  a  trip  arranged  and  sponsored  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Historical  Society,  a  group  which  disbanded  some  years  ago. 


13 


An  Outsider  Looks  In 


BY  WARREN  D.  HOOVER 

I  must  begin  by  writing  a  little  of  my  background,  yet  please 
understand  that  this  is  not  about  me,  it  is  necessary  foundation 
for  the  message  I  feel  compelled  to  write. 

I  am  currently  an  ordained  minister  in  the  Western 
Conference,  but  I  have  not  always  been  an  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist.  In  fact,  I  had  never  heard  of  the  denomination  prior 
to  1997  when  I  began  a  job  with  the  Durham  County  Sheriff's 
Office.  Directly  across  from  the  office  I  moved  into  was  the 
office  of  Staff  Sergeant  Norman  Gordon,  now  the  Rev.  Norman 
Gordon  and  currently  the  pastor  of  Northern  Church  in  the 
Western  Conference.  He  promptly  invited  me  to  attend  his 
church  and  the  rest  is  history.  I  ultimately  joined  Horton  Road 
Church,  was  called  to  preach  there  and  licensed  by  that  church, 
and  ordained  in  that  church. 

With  that  out  ot  the  way,  let  me  write  a  little  of  my  Christian 
life  before  becoming  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist.  My  dad  was 
a  Presbyterian  and  I  was  saved  in  a  Presbyterian  church  in  1955. 
My  mother  was  Southern  Baptist.  One  set  of  grandparents  were 
Congregationalists,  the  other  members  of  an  ultra-conservative 
Church  of  Christ.  Can  you  begin  to  discern  why  I  might  have 
been  a  little  confused  about  exactly  what  church  was  supposed 
to  be? 

In  1965  I  joined  the  US  Navy  and  began  a  career  that  was  to 
span  a  little  over  20  years.  Those  years  broadened  my  experience 
in  churches  still  more  because  there  were  so  many  occasions 
when  I  attended  the  first  church  I  could  locate  as  we  visited 
ports  around  the  world.  The  bonus  was  that  I  had  the  chance 
to  visit  and  attend  some  of  the  most  famous  and  successful 
fundamental  churches  on  the  planet  and  be  exposed  to  some  of 
the  finest  Bible  expositors  this  country  has  to  offer.  This  is  the 
perspective  I  bring  to  today's  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  It  may 
make  it  possible  for  me  to  see  things  differently  from  those  who 
are  lifetime  member  of  our  denomination  and  offer  solutions 
that  traditions  will  deny. 

I  am  deeply  troubled  by  some  of  the  events  I  see  unfolding 
in  our  denomination  and  I  truly  believe  that  they  are  rooted  in 
our  current  principles  of  church  government.  Let  me  quickly 
state  that  I  abide  by  those  principles  and  will  continue  to  do  so, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  valid  criticism  should  be  curtailed.  We 
must  assure  that  our  principles  reflect  the  best  way  to  govern  our 
denomination  instead  of  simply  being  bound  by  tradition. 

The  current  motion  on  the  table  in  the  Western  Conference  to 
withdraw  the  conference  from  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  is  an  outstanding  example.  This  motion  is  rooted  in 
events  taking  place  in  other  conferences  and  at  the  Convention 
that  reflect  a  lack  of  consistency  among  our  conferences.  The 
very  existence  of  the  Fellowship  of  Conservative  Free  Will 
Baptists  is  a  second  example  that  goes  even  farther  in  that  it 


reflects  disagreement  about  the  application  of  our  Articles  of 
Faith.  A  third  movement  that  is  troubling  is  the  push  for  more 
education  of  our  ministers  without  any  apparent  guidelines  as 
to  what  form  that  education  should  take  and  what  schools  it 
should  be  obtained  at. 

As  I  look  at  the  path  ahead,  I  see  the  denomination  on  the 
road  to  a  painful  and  bitter  fracture  between  those  who  are  truly 
fundamental  and  want  to  adhere  to  the  Bible  exactly  as  written, 
and  those  who  are  trying  to  contextualize  the  Scriptures  and 
force  them  to  support  what  political  correctness  and  our  current 
culture  teach  as  correct.  At  this  point  I  will  unabashedly  state  that 
I  stand  with  those  who  want  to  adhere  to  the  Scripture  exactly 
as  it  was  given  by  the  divine  Author,  but  at  the  same  time,  I  wish 
healing  and  restoration  among  our  churches  and  conferences 
and  within  our  conferences.  I  do  not  think  that  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Western  Conference  will  solve  the  problems  because  some 
of  those  precipitating  the  situation  are  in  the  conference. 

My  opinion  is  that  it  is  time  for  an  open  discussion  of  ways  to 
revise  our  principles  of  church  government  in  such  a  way  as  to 
provide  a  consistent  and  enforceable  adherence  to  the  Articles  of 
Faith  and  Principles  of  Church  Government  across  our  various 
conferences.  I  think  that  the  Convention  needs  to  provide 
our  conferences  with  consistent  and  enforceable  standards  for 
ordination  of  ministers,  and  that  those  standards  should  include 
whatever  criteria  for  methods  of  biblical  interpretation  that  are 
deemed  appropriate,  as  well  as  criteria  and  just  procedures  for 
defrocking  ministers  who  do  not  continue  to  abide  by  those 
criteria  and  removal  of  them  from  our  pulpits. 

I  also  believe  that  most  of  our  problems  are  rooted  in  the 
education  process.  It's  a  simple  fact  that,  unless  the  school  or 
seminary  is  very  carefully  chosen,  the  minister  or  prospective 
minister  is  going  to  be  subjected  courses  taught  by  very  liberal 
and  very  persuasive  professors  who  may  not  even  be  Christian  in 
the  orthodox  sense  of  the  word.  That  reality  is  reflected  among 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  today,  including  some  of 
those  sitting  on  ordaining  boards  in  our  various  conferences.  I 
believe  that  there  needs  to  be  a  standardized  curriculum  that 
must  be  completed  prior  to  ordination,  and  that  it  should  be 
completed  at  a  school  completely  under  the  auspices  of  the 
denomination  such  as  Carolina  Bible  Institute  and  Seminary. 

I  also  believe  that  the  current  efforts  to  provide  scholarships 
to  our  ministers  should  be  limited  to  providing  assistance  to 
those  attending  schools  within  the  denomination.  That  is  the 
only  way  to  prevent  the  liberal  education  establishment  from 
slowly,  but  surely,  turning  our  preachers  away  from  the  absolute 
authority  of  the  Scriptures. 

In  the  end,  those  who  do  not  wish  to  continue  under  the  rules 
decided  on  should  be  allowed  to  gracefully  exit  to  some  other 
denomination  more  in  tune  with  their  views. 
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with  Celia  Hales 


GOD  IS  WITH  US 


One  of  my  favorite  biblical  passages  is  the  oft-quoted, 
"Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace,  whose  mind  is  stayed 
on  thee"  (Isaiah  26:3).  Inspirational  writers  have  turned  to 
this  passage  repeatedly  for  the  comfort  that  it  brings. 

In  recent  months  I  have  known,  anew,  how  comforting 
this  passage  really  is.  My  mother,  Joyce  Hill  Hales,  at  91,  is 
now  living  in  an  assisted  living  community  in  my  retirement 
city  of  Oxford,  Mississippi.  My  husband  and/or  I  visit  her 
virtually  every  day.  On  the  way,  if  I  am  alone,  I  pray  in  the  car. 
It  is  15  minutes  in  both  directions,  to  and  from  our  home. 
Having  her  with  me  has  meant  increased  responsibilities, 
responsibilities  which  I  have  not  been  accustomed  to,  because 
Paul  and  I  did  not  have  children,  and,  aside  from  our  work, 
were  not  called  upon  to  assist  others  in  any  intimate  way. 
But  now  we  are. 

My  mother  appreciates  our  care.  She  always  gives  us  a 
big  smile  and  a  kiss  when  we  arrive  and  leave.  She  said  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago,  "In  order  to  be  happy  here,  I  had  to 
like  the  food.  And  I  do  like  it  now."  It  is  gourmet  food,  with 
choices  for  each  meal,  and  the  spices  that  the  chef  uses  are 
more  exotic  than  anything  that  my  mother  stocked  in  her 
kitchen. 

We  are  fortunate  that  she  is  well,  and  able  to  get  out  tor 
meals  away  from  the  community.  She  likes  to  travel  out.  This 
is  in  stark  contrast  to  the  situation  evolving  in  her  town  of 
Zebulon,  North  Carolina,  when  she  did  not  want  to  leave 
her  house.  She  now  takes  pride  in  her  appearance,  wearing 
the  newly  designed  clothes  (she  has  lost  weight  after  an 
illness)  and  costume  jewelry  that  she  has  enjoyed  for  years. 
She  doesn't  want  new  clothes;  the  ones  she  has  had,  she  says. 


are  prettier  than  anything  we  can  find  for  her  in  the  stores 
now.  And  we  agree  with  her  on  that. 

But  all  of  these  comforting  thoughts  about  the  well  being 
of  my  mother  would  mean  naught  if  it  were  not  for  the 
support  that  I  am  receiving  from  God.  I  have  depended  upon 
Him  for  sustenance  all  of  my  adult  life.  Indeed,  I  started  a 
true  search  for  God  when  I  was  1 1  years  old.  "Perfect  peace" 
is  a  great  blessing,  and  I  feel  it  as  I  drive,  slowly,  across  our 
city  (less  than  five  miles)  to  see  my  mother  daily.  I  find,  as 
I  have  mentioned  earlier  in  this  column,  that  praying  aloud 
is  superior  to  internally  worded  prayers.  My  mind  does  not 
wander;  I  stay  on  the  point  of  what  I  am  trying  to  convey 
to  God.  And  the  peace  that  descends  upon  me  as  I  drive  is 
proof  positive  (at  least  in  my  mind)  that  He  is  listening. 

My  mother  is  part  of  generations  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  And  she  has  been  loyal  to  this  faith,  never  changing 
denominations,  though  she  did  attend  church  with  my 
father,  who  was  United  Methodist.  My  maternal  family 
were  all  members  of  the  Ayden  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
and  ties  run  deep.  I  have  never  forgotten  the  many  Sunday 
mornings  that  I  spent  in  that  church  in  years  past,  nor  have 
I  forgotten  the  nine  months  that  I  worked  at  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  and  also  the  six  months  that 
I  worked  at  Mount  Olive  College.  When  faith  has  been  a 
part  of  one's  experience  in  any  given  work  situation,  then 
those  times  and  those  people  are  not  forgotten. 

As  I  assist  my  mother,  still  in  good  health  and  with  no 
diseases,  to  live,  we  hope  long  into  her  nineties,  I  rejoice  that 
my  family  knows  longevity.  The  faith  that  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  inculcated  in  us  has  worked  its  magic. 


CHURCH  &  MINISTRY  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 


Black  Jack  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  to  hire  a  Youth  Director.  The  church  is  located 
approximately  10  miles  southeast  of  Greenville,  NC  in  Pitt  County.  The  church  has  a  congregation 
of  approximately  250  active  members.  Interested  applicants  should  send  a  resume  to  the  church  at 
2972  Black  Jack  Simpson  Road,  Greenville  NC  27858.  Or  you  may  call  the  church  office  at  (252) 
752-6485.  Or  you  may  e-mail  your  resume  to  <blackjackofwbch@aol.com>. 
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When  A  Woman  Trusts  God  by  Sheila  Walsh 


Do  you  ever  question  God's  ability  to  catch  you  when  you  fall?  Do  shame,  fear,  and  brokenness  keep  you  from 
fully  trusting  God?  Do  you  secretly  believe  your  dreams  are  unreachable?  You  are  not  alone. 

This  is  a  book  about  trust.  How  we  fight  it.  How  we  learn  to  do  it.  How  it  transforms  us.  Life  is  not  safe.  That 
reality  slips  over  us  as  we  grow.  Our  response  to  the  Father  in  that  reality  allows  us  either  to  swing  higher  and 
higher  with  the  trust  of  a  child. .  .or  fearfully  shrink  back  from  the  swing  set  altogether.  As  we  weigh  that 
choice,  God  whispers:  Trust  me. 

In  a  remarkably  transparent  account,  author  and  speaker  Sheila  Walsh  opens  wide  her  lifelong  battle  with 
trust  and  the  moment-by-moment  choices  she  made  to  follow  where  God  led.  Sheila  has  lived  a  life  ruled  by 
the  "hidden  places"  of  insecurity  and  brokenness  and  knows  the  overwhelming  beauty  of  a  life  wholly  handed 
over  to  Christ. 

As  you  encounter  her  struggles  and  triumphs,  you  also  meet  ten  of  the  Bible's  transformed — Tabitha,  David, 
Paul,  and  others — who  teach  us  that  in  spite  of  overwhelming  circumstances,  just  one  trusting  encounter 
with  Christ  sets  beautiful  things  in  motion.  It  can  resurrect  dreams,  instill  purpose,  and  ignite  hope. 
Discover  what  beautiful  things  can  happen  when  YOU  trust  God. 


Retail:  $21.99  •  Our  Price:  $17  (you  save  23%) 


Out  Live  Your  Life  by  Max  Lucado 

Dear  Friend, 

May  I  share  a  story  that  is  very  dear  to  my  heart: 
It's  a  story  of  hillbillies  and  simple  folk,  net  casters  and  tax  collectors.  A  story  of  a  movement  that  exploded 
like  a  just-opened  fire  hydrant  out  of  Jerusalem  and  spilled  into  the  ends  of  the  earth:  into  the  streets  of 
Paris,  the  district  of  Rome,  and  the  ports  of  Athens,  Istanbul,  Shanghai,  and  Buenos  Aires.  A  story  so 
mighty,controversial,  head  spinning,  and  lite  changing  that  two  millennia  later  we  wonder:  Might  it  happen 
again?Heaven  knows  we  hope  so.  These  are  devastating  times:  1.75  billion  people  are  desperately  poor;  one 
billion  are  hungry.  Lonely  hearts  indwell  our  neighborhoods  and  attend  our  schools.  In  the  midst  of  it  all, 
here  we  stand:  you,  me,  and  our  one-of-a-kind  lives.  We  are  given  a  choice... an  opportunity  to  make  a 
difference  during  a  difficult  time.  What  if  we  did?  What  if  we  rocked  the  world  with  hope? 

Worth  a  try,  don't  you  think? 


Retail:  $24.99  •  Our  Price:  $19  (you  save  23%) 


66  Love  Letters  by  Dr.  Larry  Crabb 

Forever  change  the  way  you  look  at  the  Bible. .  .and  your  own  life! 

Have  you  ever  read  the  Bible  only  to  come  away  confused?  Ever  wondered  if  God  actually  had  you  in  mind 
when  he  began  telling  His  story?  Though  life  may  not  be  going  according  to  your  plan,  God  has  another  one, 
far  better  than  you  can  imagine.  From  Genesis  to  Revelation,  experience  His  invitation  to  get  you  dancing 
i    with  joy. 

I    In  66  Love  Letters,  Larry  Crabb  offers  a  fresh,  relational  look  at  Scripture:  "When  you  finish  reading  my 
K    love  letter  to  you,  I  want  you  to  realize  that  I  never  underestimated  how  thoroughly  you'd  mess  up  your 
B    life  or  how  painfully  you  would  struggle  and  suffer,  and  I  don't  want  you  to  underestimate  your  failures  or 
H    struggles  either.  They're  all  part  of  the  story  I'm  telling.  But  neither  have  I  underestimated  my  determina- 
tion  or  ability  to  enter  the  mess  you've  made  and  the  pain  you  feel  and  turn  everything  around.  I  can,  and 
I  will,  make  everything  good  again.  Never  underestimate  me." 

Larry's  intimate  conversation  with  God  asks  deeply  honest  questions  such  as: 

•  "God,  what  is  it  you  wanted  me  to  see  in  Obadiah?"  •  "A  nd  what's  up  with  Leviticus?  Is  there  anything 
there  for  me?"  •  "This  one  verse  in  Galatians  has  always  frustrated  me.  Why  is  that?"  •  "The  way  you 
wrote  Revelation  makes  it  difficult  to  understand — why  didn't  you  just  describe  what  will  happen  in  a 
straightforward  way?" 

Listen  to  the  story  of  God  unfold  through  these  chapters,  and  you'll  find  not  only  His  redeeming  love 
but  His  plan  and  provision  designed  especially  for  you. 

RetaU:  $22.99  •  Our  Price:  $18  (you  save  23%) 


To  order/purchase  any  of  these  titles,  contact  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  at  1-800-849-3927  ext.  1 
or  visit  one  of  our  Bible  Bookstore  locations  in  Ayden,  Kinston,  or  New  Bern,  NC. 


16 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


634  Henderson  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  1.800.653.0854  •  www.moc.edu 


OpportiAhities  at 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Orientation  for  New  Freshmen:  July  23, 2011: 

High  school  seniors  who  have  applied  and  been  accepted  to  Mount  Olive  College  are  invited  to  attend 
Freshmen  Orientation  and  advising  day  on  Saturday,  July  23,  2011.  Parents  and  family  members  are 
welcome  too.  Contact  Admissions  at  800-653-0854  or  send  email  to  <admissions@moc.edu>  for  more 
information.  Openings  are  available  for  residents  and  commuters.  Complete  our  free  online  application 
at  <www.moc.edu>. 

Campus  Tours  for  New  Students: 

Student  tour  guides  are  available  to  escort  families  and  prospective  new  students  around  the  campus. 
Contact  admissions  for  a  guided  tour  of  the  campus,  special  scholarship  and  financial  aid  information  at 
800-653-0854  or  e-mail  at  <admissions@moc.edu>. 

Register  for  Classes  Fall  201 1 : 

Students  wishing  to  attend  MOC  in  fall  2011  can  see  the  campus,  attend  orientation  and  get  registered 
for  classes  this  summer.  No  waiting  until  fall  semester  to  find  out  what  your  class  schedule  will  be  like. 
Contact  admissions  at  <admissions@moc.edu>  or  by  calling  800-653-0854  to  get  details. 

Space  Available: 

Space  is  still  available  for  residents  and  commuters,  full  time  and  part  time.  If  you  have  not  applied  for 
admission,  visit  <www.moc.edu>  and  complete  the  online  application.  Then  have  all  transcripts  and  SAT 
scores  sent  to  MOC  Admissions,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 

Scholarships  and  Financial  Aid  Available: 

OFWB  members  attending  MOC  in  the  daytime  program  receive  a  $3,000  grant  annually.  Merit  and 
leadership  awards  are  also  available  for  $3,000  and  $4,000  respectively.  Students  who  plan  to  live  on 
campus,  if  receiving  Merit  or  Leadership  awards,  get  an  extra  $1,000  per  year.  Complete  our  free  online 
application  at  <www.moc.edu>  and  have  official  high  school  transcripts  and  SAT  scores  sent  to  MOC.  You 
will  automatically  be  reviewed  for  scholarship  eligibility.  Contact  admissions  at  <admissions@moc.edu> 
for  more  information. 

One-Night-A-Week:  College  Programs  for  Adults 

Mount  Olive  College  offers  programs  for  adults  who  have  little  or  no  college  experience  as  well  as  for 
students  who  have  already  acquired  some  college  credit.  To  find  out  how  you  can  complete  your  associate 
and/or  bachelor  degree,  contact  the  location  nearest  you  for  more  information  about  our  One-Night-A- 
Week  programs. 

Multiple  Start  Dates: 

Fall  enrollment  dates  are  available  now.  Semesters  are  divided  into  three  5-week  sessions  A,  B,  and  C,  thus 
making  it  possible  to  begin  classes  at  nine  different  start  dates  throughout  the  year.  Each  class  meets  for 
5  weeks  from  6-10  p.m.  one  night  a  week. 
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Graduation  Worship  Service  Program  Personalities 

Pictured  L-R:  Dr.  David  Hines  (Dean  of  the  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences),  The  Reverend  Carla  Wilhamson  (Campus 
Chaplain),  Joshua  Barfield  (Student),  Tabatha  Kennedy  (Sandy  Plain  OFWB  Church,  Duplin  County),  The  Reverend 
Gary  Bailey  (Pastor  of  Stoney  Creek  OFWB  Church,  Wayne  County). 


Night  Recipients 

Richard  Arlon  Jones  Jr 

Richard  Arlon  Jones  Jr.  (Oak  Grove  Church,  Sampson  County)  received 
the  Accounting  Student  of  the  Year  Award.  Arlon,  a  senior  accounting 
major,  is  the  son  of  Cindy  and  Richard  Arlon  Jones  Sr.  Pictured:  Arlon 
Jones  and  Doug  Hood,  Division  Chair  of  Management  Systems. 


Brian  Parnell 

Brian  Parnell  (First  Church  of  Wilson,  Wilson  County)  received  The  Dr. 
Thomas  R.  Morris  Award  for  Academic  Excellence.  Brian,  a  senior  business 
administration  major,  is  the  son  of  Keith  and  Amanda  Parnell.  Pictured: 
Brian  Parnell  and  Ellen  Jordan,  Vice  President  of  Academic  Affairs. 


Jonathan  Whitford 

Jonathan  Whitford  (Saints  Delight  Church,  Craven  County)  received  the 
Charles  B.  and  Margenette  A.  Hinnant  Music  Scholarship  at  the  Annual 
Awards  Event  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Jonathan,  a  freshman  music 
education  major,  is  the  son  of  Sarah  Whitford.  Pictured:  Jonathon  Whitford 
and  Stuart  Burnham,  Interim  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Music. 

Kayla  Pridgen 

Kayla  Pridgen  (Mount  Zion  Church,  Wilson  County)  received  the  FWB 
Ministerial  Award.  Kayla,  a  senior  religion  major,  is  the  daughter  of  Carl 
and  Melinda  Pridgen  and  the  granddaughter  of  the  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Langley.  Kayla's  goal  is  to  become  a  missionary  and  carry  out  the 
word  of  God.  Pictured:  Kayla  Pridgen  and  Tyanna  Yonkers,  Chair  of  the 
Department  of  Religion. 

Kelly  Minshew 

Kelly  Minshew  (Watery  Branch  Church,  Wayne  County)  received  the 
Outstanding  Recreation/Leisure  Studies  Major  Award.  Kelly,  a  senior 
RLS  exercise  science  major,  is  the  daughter  of  Mike  and  Terry  Minshew. 
Minshew  was  also  recognized  as  being  an  Honor's  Program  graduate. 
Pictured:  Kelly  Minshew  (right)  and  Burt  Lewis,  Chair  of  the  Department 
of  Recreation  and  Leisure  Studies. 


Honors  212  Class  Does  Special  Fundraiser 

The  Honors  212  class  took  ir  upon  themselves  to  do  a  fundraiser  tor  the  F  WB  Children's  Home.  Due  to  their  diligent  work,  the  class 
will  make  a  donation  in  the  amount  of  $400  in  honor  of  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper  who  was  a  resident  at  the  Children's  Home  when  he 
was  young  and  President  Emeritus  of  Mount  Olive  College. 


MOC  Phi  Beta  Lambda 
Headed  to  Nationals 

Students  involved  in  Future  Business  Leaders  of  America — 
Phi  Beta  Lambda  (FBLA-PBL),  the  largest  and  oldest  student 
business  organization,  were  recentlv  recognized  at  the  57'^ 
Annual  PBL  State  Leadership  Conf-erence  held  in  Charlotte,  NC. 
Over  300  members,  advisers,  and  professional  division  members 
representing  25  local  chapters  participated  in  this  annual  event. 

Audrey  Owens  (First  Church  of"  Wilson)  placed  second  in  the 
Management  Analysis  and  Decision  Making.  She  will  advance  to 
nationals  in  Orlando  in  June. 

Mount  Olive  College  PBL  Advisor  Sonya  O'Brien  (Hugo 
Church,  Lenoir)  was  acknowleciged  lor  her  27  years  ot  service  as 
PBL  local  chapter  adviser,  as  well  as  serving  as  a  NC  PBL  State 
Awards  Program  Committee  Member. 
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CONVENTION  NEWS 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwb.org 


Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Convention  Update 

A  Century  of  Grace 


The  99'^  Session  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Convention  is  history.  What  a  great  three 
days  of  worship,  fellowship,  learning,  feasting, 
and  fun.  Powerful  messages  brought  our  focus 
back  to  winning  the  lost  to  Christ.  The  talents 
of  our  people  were  used  as  instruments  of  praise 
to  celebrate  the  greatness  of  our  God.  Fun  and 
laughter  filled  our  late  nights.  The  awesome 
diversity  of  ministry  within  our  ranks  exploded 
its  way  through  the  mid-week  service.  And, 
through  it  all  there  was  a  sweet  fragrance  of  unity 
and  harmony  adorning  the  body  of  Christ.  As 
one  visitor  exclaimed,  "If  this  is  what  you  do  for 
the  99^^  Session,  I  can't  wait  to  see  what  you  have 
planned  for  the  100'^!" 

The  2012  Session  is  being  proclaimed  as  "A 
Century  of  Grace,"  and  the  following  resolution 
was  endorsed  by  unanimous  vote  at  this  year's 
Convention: 

WHEREAS,  we  will  be  celebrating  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  next  year, 
THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that 
each  minister,  church  and  ministry  affiliated 
with  this  convention  make  a  special  effort  to 
recognize  this  special  occasion  within  their 
churches  and  ministries  in  support  of  the 
Century  of  Grace  Campaign. 


The  Convention  Executive  Committee  and  the 
Headquarters  staff'  are  anxiously  anticipating  an 
overwhelming  show  of  support  from  our  churches 
and  ministries  so  that  we  may  continue  to  provide, 
and  expand,  our  wide  range  of  services  to  you. 
These  services  include  information  processing 
for  several  of  our  ministries,  training  sessions, 
workshops,  emailing,  pulpit  supply,  directory 
service,  awards  programs,  consulting,  and  much 
more.  The  Headquarters  staffs,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  is  also  responsible 
for  all  set-up,  registration,  programming,  and 
other  logistical  work  before,  during  and  after 
each  annual  Convention  session.  This  office  has 
truly  become  the  go-to  place  for  any  and  all 
information  about  the  OFWB  denomination. 

Now,  what  is  the  true  value  of  such  an 
organization?  How  about  70  cents?  That's  right; 
your  gift  of  just  70  cents  per  day  ($21  per  month) 
in  combination  with  other  faithful  friends  will 
provide  the  resources  necessary  to  expand  the 
ministry  of  the  OFWB  Headquarters.  Take  a 
look  at  the  next  page  and  then  ask  God  how  you 
can  assist  in  this  campaign.  Let's  continue  the 
spirit  of  the  2011  Convention  and  grow  in  unity 
and  in  the  Holy  Spirit  as  we  once  again  focus 
on  helping  one  another  and  winning  the  lost  to 
Christ.  Remember,  it  is  only  70  cents  per  day! 

For  more  information,  contact  us  at  252-746-4963 
or  e-mail  at  <ofwb.hq(2)bfwb.org>. 
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Celebrating  100  Years  of  Ministry 

A  Century  of  Grace 


A  $100,000 Journey  through  the  OFWB  Convention's 
lOO""  Year  ending  May  21-23,  2013 

Understanding  the  importance  of  our  Denominational  Headquarters,  I  wish  to 
become  a  Partner  in  the  100'''  Anniversary  Campaign  and  do  hereby  pledge  the 
total  of  $500  to  our  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Headquarters  payable  as  indicated: 

(Check  One) 

  Amount  in  full  or  One  Time  Gift  of  $  

  Annual  gifts  of  $250  payable  on  

  20  monthly  payments  of  $25  (June  '11  to  Jan.  '13) 

  25  monthly  payments  of  $20  (May '11  to  May '13) 

  $5  weekly  (June  2011  to  April  2013) 

  Other   

Upon  receipt  of  your  first  tax-deductible  gift,  you  will  be  sent  monthly 
reminders  which  will  include  a  complete  summary  of  your  contributions. 

Name:  

Mailing  Address:  

City:  State:   Zip:   

E-Mail  Address:  

Phone  Number:   

Gifts  Payable  to:  OFWB  Headquarters,  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513 


Who  Can  Participate  in  this  100"' Anniversary  Celebration? 

Churches  •  Sunday  Schools  •  S.S.  Classes  •  Youth  Groups 
Women's  Auxiliaries  •  Men's  Fellowships  •  Laymen's  Leagues 
Choirs  •  Individuals  •  Families 
Anyone  with  a  heart  for  service 


How  can  we  raise  the  funds? 

Car  Washes  •  Bake  Sales  •  Yard  Sales  •  Suppers  •  Pocket  Change 
Offerings  at  the  Door  •  Community/ Business  Canvas 


OFWB  INTERNATIONAL 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbi.org 


Ministry  of  Evangelization 

RAMOS,  ARIZPE  AND  SALTILLO,  MEXICO 

BY  THE  REVEREND  ANTONIO  ESCOBAR 

We  have  initiated  a  work  program  with  the  children  in  the 
Bethel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Ramos,  Arizpe,  and  the 
Christ  Cometh  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Saltillo,  Mexico. 
It  we  win  the  children  to  Christ,  we  will  have  a  stroiiger 
church  and  parents  will  be  happy  and  content  to  know  that 
their  children  are  in  the  church  learning  the  Word  of  God. 

We  also  believe  that  it  is  the  will  ot  God  that  the  children 
should  be  evangelized  and  that  they  should  come  to  know 
Christ  as  their  Savior.  We  now  see  that  the  times  in  which 
we  live  in  Mexico  are  the  most  difficult  and  dangerous.  We 
also  see  that  the  children  are  vulnerable  and  are  in  danger. 
That  is  why  we  have  begun  the  ministry  of  evangelizing  the 
children.  Christ  said,  "Let  the  children  come  unto  me."  He 
also  said,  "Instruct  the  children  in  His  way."  These  churches 
are  not  only  praying,  but  also  are  instructing  the  children  in 
the  Scriptures.  They  are  taught  to  sing,  and  praise  the  Lord. 
They  are  also  given  refreshments  and  by  this  there  is  also 
formed  a  felkwship.  We  have  seen  that  this  work  not  only 
helps  these  children,  but  that  they  themselves  have  begun  to 
invite  other  children.  Some  ot  the  parents  of  these  children 
have  now  begun  to  assist  in  these  programs.  The  parents  have 
also  seen  a  change  in  their  children. 

As  a  church  we  are  praying  that  the  Lord  will  give  us  grace 
with  the  children.  We  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  for  His  blessings 
and  the  opportunity  to  mold  these  young  lives  so  they  can 
glorify  the  Lord.  We  ask  for  your  prayers  for  the  children  of 
Mexico. 
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Showing  Compassion  Feeding  The  Refugees 

LIBERIA,  AFRICA 


BY  THE  REVEREND  DARLINGTON  GNININTE 

Our  trip  to  Maryland  county  was  not  actually  successful,  but 
successful  on  the  other  hand.  We  had  problems  with  our  vehicle. 
The  mud  and  ugly  road  caused  us  much  trouble.  When  we  got 
to  River  Gee  County,  we  were  told  the  road  ahead  was  not 
conducive  for  the  vehicle,  and  advised  us  not  to  continue.  We 
returned  and  went  to  Zwedru,  Grand  Gedeh  County.  We  decided 
to  spend  time  with  the  churches  in  that  county.  I  referred  to  this 
trip  as  Paul's  Journey  to  Rome,  when  they  had  a  shipwreck  and 
landed  on  the  Island  of  Melita  in  Acts  28:1.  It  was  the  plan  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  that  the  Gospel  message  be  preached  there.  On  my 
way  to  the  church,  1  met  a  huge  crowd  of  Ivorian  refugees  coming 
to  the  church.  Many  of  them  explained  how  they  had  been  at 
the  Liberian  Refugee  Office  from  the  morning  up  until  4  p.m.  and 
could  not  receive  any  rice  for  their  families.  1  went  to  the  office 
and  saw  there  was  a  huge  pile  of  rice  bags  in  the  government 
office.  When  I  asked  them  about  this,  they  told  me  they  had  not 
been  given  the  mandate  to  distribute.  What  if  someone  faints 
from  the  hunger?  No  comment  was  given.  Then  1  realized  how 
sometimes  bureaucracy  and  MANDATES  can  exceed  our  care 
and  concern  for  humanity. 

This  is  not  what  Christ  desired.  In  fact  He  always  cared  for 
those  in  need.  I  was  moved  with  compassion,  and  with  the  little 
we  had,  we  purchased  some  bags  of  rice  and  distributed  to  more 
than  75  women  and  children.  The  only  money  we  had  was  for 
the  fuel  to  take  us  back  home.  But  1  was  so  moved  that  I  used  the 


money  and  bought  bags  of  rice  tor  them.  After  the  distribution, 
we  had  to  take  on  passengers  on  our  vehicle  in  order  to  be  able 
to  purchase  the  needed  fuel.  We  excluded  men,  because  we  could 
not  meet  their  needs  as  well.  While  this  was  done,  1  was  arrested 
and  questioned  by  the  Refugee  Office,  why  I  didn't  give  them  the 
rice  for  them  to  distribute.  That  sounded  foolish,  and  I  defended 
myself,  in  fact  the  refugees  flooded  their  office.  They  were 
embarrassed  and  allowed  me  to  leave.  This  gripped  the  attention 
of  the  media.  It  was  broadcasted  on  3  of  the  local  radio  stations 
and  national  media  as  well.  In  fact,  one  of  the  local  news  media 
came  to  the  church  to  follow  up  the  story,  as  they  heard  the  news 
through  their  local  reporter  in  that  region. 

1  actually  never  realized  that  this  little  effort  could  have 
grabbed  the  attention  of  the  nation,  hut  1  also  believe  it  is  God's 
will  that  others  can  also  help  the  helpless  refugees  most  of  whom 
are  homeless.  1  bless  God  that  He  used  me  and  the  OFWB  church 
in  such  a  way  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  needy.  In  fact,  when  we  left, 
our  local  Pastor  phoned  me  and  told  me,  how  the  church  was 
filled  with  no  seats  vacant.  This  reminds  me  about  how  Christ 
fed  the  multitude  that  followed  him. 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  are  supporting  this  mission.  And  I 
always  say,  together  we  are  working  for  the  Kingdom.  I  am  also  so 
grateful  to  have  precious  people  like  the  Rev.  Harold  Jones  and 
Sis.  Sandra,  who  have  committed  themselves  to  Spreading  the 
Gospel  and  blessings  of  the  Lord  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
Please  continue  to  support  World  Missions. 
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CHILDREN'S  HOME 


P.O.  Box  249  •  Middlesex,  NC  27557  •  252.235.2161  •  www.fwbchildrenshome.org 


Awards  Day  At  the  Home 

On  June  1,  staff  and  residents,  along  with  visitors 
assembled  in  Heritage  Hall  for  our  annual  awards  banquet. 
We  are  always  excited  to  share  in  the  accomplishments  of 
our  residents. 

During  the  program,  Mr.  Gary  Lee,  President/CEO, 
congratulated  all  of  the  residents  for  a  successful  school 
year.  He  then  gave  the  top  10  excuses  for  "not"  turning  in 
your  homework.  He  had  tailored  these  to  be  specific  for  the 
children  living  at  The  Home,  and  they  included:  "Brownie, 
the  campus  dog  ate  my  homework,"  "I  was  kidnapped  by 
cows,  and  I  didn't  get  back  home  in  time  to  do  it,"  and 
"The  lights  went  out  in  the  cottage  and  I  had  to  burn  my 
homework  so  we  could  see  how  to  call  Mr.  Batchelor."  These 
were  just  three  of  the  excuses  that  had  the  entire  audience 
chuckling.  Of  course  Gary  reiterated  that  these  excuses 
really  should  not  be  used  unless  absolutely  necessary. 

Awards  were  given  for  best  improved,  most  studious, 
highest  campus  grade  point  average,  and  best  grades  for 
History  and  Math.  There  were  also  awards  for  advancement 
from  elementary  school  to  middle  school,  middle  school  to 
high  school,  and  graduation,  as  well  as  other  awards.  The 
woman's  auxiliary  from  Stony  Hill  Church,  Middlesex, 
donated  gih  cards  tor  each  child.  These  cards  were 
presented  as  part  of  the  banquet.  After  all  of  the  awards  had 
been  presented,  everyone  enjoyed  a  meal  catered  by  Bill's 
Barbecue,  Wilson. 

We  are  proud  of  all  ot  the  children  at  the  Home,  and  we 
applaud  them  tor  their  efforts  in  successfully  completing 
another  school  year. 


Summer 
Recreation  Program 

Our  summer  recreation  program  is  well 
underway.  Our  director  this  year  is  Katherine 
(Kat)  Gaboon  Alphin.  She  served  as  director  in 
2009,  and  some  of  the  children  here  remember 
her  from  then  and  are  looking  forward  to  a 
good  recreation  program.  Many  activities  are 
planned  to  keep  the  children  active.  Some  of 
the  highlights  are  swimming,  field  trips,  crafts, 
Softball,  and  volleyball. 

The  children  are  excited  about  the  events 
and  opportunities  they  are  participating  in 
through  the  summer  recreation  program. 
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Thirty-Three  Years  and  Counting... 


As  those  of  you  who  have  visited  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home  know,  we  take  great  pride  in  the  upkeep  of  our  building 
and  especially  the  grounds  that  make  up  the  Children's  Home 
campus.  Many  of  the  churches  the  church  visitors  and  others  often 
compliment  us  on  how  well  the  grounds  look.  The  beauty  and 
tranquility  of  the  campus  seem  to  contribute  to  the  renewing  and 
rejuvenation  of  the  spirits  and  lives  of  the  children  we  serve,  children 
who  have  been  subjected  to  many  unpleasant  circumstances  in  their 
short  lives. 

Our  campus  has  more  than  20  acres  of  lawn,  which  require 
constant  care,  especially  during  this  time  of  year.  Mr.  Don 
Batchelor,  along  with  other  staff,  has  the  responsibility  for  keeping 
the  grounds  neatly  manicured.  Mr.  Batchelor  began  serving  The 
Home  as  Director  of  Physical  Affairs  on  November  6,  1977.  He 
was  no  stranger  to  us,  as  he  had  previously  served  as  houseparent 
and  in  other  capacities  at  The  Home.  For  the  past  33  years  he  has 


spent  a  great  deal  of  time  maintaining  the  campus  grounds  for  the 
enjoyment  of  our  children  and  guests.  After  17  years,  we  had  to 
retire  one  of  our  mowers  from  service.  We  are  now  in  need  of  a  new 
commercial  mower  to  ensure  our  grounds  remain  beautiful. 

We  are  asking  you  to  help  us  honor  Mr.  Batchelor  and  his  work 
by  giving  to  the  Lawn  Equipment  Fund.  Mr.  Batchelor  will  receive 
an  acknowledgment  of  each  gift,  and  all  gifts  will  be  included  in 
the  fall  Children  s  Home  Life  newsletter  as  a  tribute  to  his  dedicated 
service  to  this  ministry.  Your  donation  will  help  provide  a  much- 
needed  mower  for  the  maintenance  department  to  allow  us  to 
continue  to  provide  a  beautiful  campus  for  the  children  here. 

Below  you  will  find  a  form  to  return  to  us  with  your  donation. 
Please  know  that  for  all  you  do,  you  have  our  deepest  heartfelt 
thanks.  If  you  should  have  any  questions  about  this  project,  please 
feel  free  to  contact  Mr.  Gary  Lee,  President/CEO  at  252/235-2161 


Contact  Information 


Name: 
Address: 

City:  

Phone: 


State: 


il: 


Zip: 


□  $25    □  $50    □  $100    □  $200    □  $500    □  $1,000    □  Other 


I  would  like  my  name  to  appear  as  follows  in  the  fall  issue  of  Children's  Home  Life 

Name: 
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Campus 

Pictured  are  some  of  our  recent  visitors.  They  came  to  share 
meals,  drop  off  items, 'and  to  see  our  campus. 

Branch  Chapel  Church,  Selma  Proteens  came  to  share  food, 
fun,  and  a  short  devotion.  Daniels  Chapel  Church  (Wilson), 
Youth  Group  and  Men's  Fellowship,  came  to  campus  with  a 
huge  grill,  and  50  chickens  ready  to  barbecue,  along  with  all 
the  trimmings.  Food  and  fun  was  the  fare  for  the  afternoon. 
Members  of  Rose  of  Sharon  Church,  Robersonville,  along 
with  their  pastor,  Bryant  Hines,  stopped  in  to  drop  off 
commodities  and  tour  the  campus.  The  Rev.  Hines  had 
nicknamed  the  senior  group  SWAT,  which  he  interpreted 
as  "Seniors  Wanting  Another  Trip."  The  Joytimers  senior 
group  from  Spring  Hill  Church,  Goldsboro,  along  with  their 


Visitors 

pastor,  Lewis  Forsythe,  and  wife  Shirley  visited.  They  toured 
the  campus,  dropped  off  supplies,  and  took  time  to  swing 
in  the  campus  park.  Ms.  Velma  McLawhorn  and  Ms.  Carol 
Edwards  from  Elm  Grove  Church,  Ayden,  stopped  in  for  a 
tour  and  to  drop  off  gifts.  Also,  Brian  and  Margaret  Schultz 
from  Soundview  Church,  Newport  came  by  to  drop  off  items 
from  our  needs  list.  Our  most  recent  visitors  were  members  of 
Verona  Church,  Jacksonville,  who  came  for  a  brief  tour  and  to 
drop  off  gifts. 

We  are  always  pleased  to  have  you  visit  our  campus  and  see 
how  God  has  richly  blessed  Free  Will  Baptists  with  beautiful 
grounds  and  facilities,  a  home  to  children  in  need. 
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FAMILYLFE'  presents 

the  art  of  mamage 

getting  to  the  n6aTt 

of  God's  design 


A  Six  Session  video  event  that  will  strengthen  marriages,  change  lives  and  give  families  a  new  legacy. 


Nov.10-12,  2011  at  Cragmont  Assembly 
Cost:  $150  per  couple 

This  includes  4  meals,  2  nights  lodging  and  nnaterials  for  the  senninar.  This  event  will  begin  on 
Thursday  evening  at  8  p.m.  with  time  of  fellowship  with  light  hors  d'oeuvres.  The  seminar  will  begin 
Friday  morning.  We  will  have  five  sessions  and  a  special  evening  meal  on  Friday  and  the  sixth  and 
final  session  will  be  on  Saturday  morning.  You  will  be  free  after  that  to  return  home  or  you  may 
contact  Arlinda  if  you  would  like  to  stay  over  on  Saturday  night. 

A  non-refundable  registration  fee  of  $35  per  couple  is  required  by  Oct.  17,  2011  and  the  balance 
will  be  due  upon  arrival.  You  may  send  the  following  registration  along  with  your  $35  to: 

The  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 

P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 
Registration  is  open  to  ttie  first  20  couples 


Consider  sending  your  pastor  and  his  wife  or  a  couple  from  your  church  that  may 
need  a  weekend  away.  For  more  information,  contact  Gail  Heath  at  the  Convention 
Headquarters  (252)  746-4963. 


Names: 
Address: 


Phone: 


e-mail: 


Amount  paid: 


Date: 


Please  list  any  special  needs  in  diet  or  lodging: 
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YOUTH  CONVENTION 


Annual  Youth  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  Is  Held 

BYMARCI  ROLLINS-SMART 

Over  374  children,  youth,  and  adults  from  31  churches  covered 
the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College  Friday,  May  20-Sunday, 
May  22  for  the  Annual  Youth  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  With  a  theme  of  "Continuous  Voltage,"  the  weekend 
focused  on  teaching  everyone  about  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  how  Christians  are  called  to  be  witnesses  to  everyone  we 
meet  (based  on  Acts  1:8). 

The  weekend  was  started  with  a  corporate  gathering  in  Raper 
Hall  on  Friday  night  at  7  p.m.  Everyone  was  introduced  to  the 
officers  and  representatives  and  to  the  theme  and  the  weekend's 
theme  song,  "Until  the  Whole  World  Hears."  Children  and  youth 
were  then  split  into  their  respective  age  groups  (Cherubs,  AFC,  or 
YFA)  for  the  majority  of  the  rest  of  the  weekend.  Children  and 
youth  experienced  three  worship  services  with  their  respective 
groups  throughout  the  weekend  and  everyone  joined  together 
Sunday  morning  for  a  final  corporate  worship  service  led  by  the 
officers  and  featuring  Jason  Mitchell,  licensed  minister  from 
Marlboro  Church,  as  the  preacher.  Marci  Rollins-Smart,  Children 
and  Youth  Minister  at  Little  Rock  Church,  led  the  Cherubs  group 
in  their  worship  and  Bible  lessons  for  the  weekend.  The  Rev.  Justin 
Barnette,  from  Gethsemane  Church,  was  the  speaker  for  the 
AFC  group  and  Chris  Bagley,  licensed  minister  from  Powhatan 
Church,  was  the  speaker  for  the  YFA  group. 
I  Groups  also  enjoyed  a  variety  of  workshops  throughout  the 

weekend.  Cherubs  learned  to  sing  various  songs  including  "Do 
Lord"  which  they  sang  during  the  closing  worship  service  on 
Sunday.  They  also  learned  to  play  "Jesus  Loves  Me"  and  "This 
Little  Light  of  Mine"  on  colored  hand  bells  and  played  these 
songs  on  Sunday  as  well.  Each  cherub  made  a  picture  frame  with 
I  lightning  bolts  on  it  that  had  the  weekend's  theme  verse  on  the 
back  and  a  photo  of  the  Cherubs  group  inside  the  frame.  The 
Cherubs  group  enjoyed  playing  games  outside,  blowing  bubbles, 
and  decorating  the  patio  of  the  Murphy  Center  with  sidewalk 
chalk  on  Saturday  morning  while  other  groups  were  watching  or 
participating  in  the  Bible  Bowl  competitions.  Saturday  afternoon 
featured  inflatables  and  waterworks  for  this  group. 

The  AFC  and  YFA  groups  chose  between  various  workshops 
during  their  workshop  sessions.  AFC  workshops  included 
Physical  and  Spiritual  Fitness,  Blanket  Ministry  Service  Project 
(in  which  they  made  blankets  for  the  Children's  Home  and 
Disaster  Relief),  Black  light  Ministry,  Woodworking  (in  which 
they  made  miniature  corn  hole  sets  to  take  home),  Scrapbooking, 
and  Archery.  YFA  workshops  included  How  to  Share  Your  Faith, 
Finding  Your  Purpose,  Living  for  Christ,  Woodworking,  and 
Archery.  Both  groups  enjoyed  inflatables  and  water  games  on 
Saturday  afternoon  as  well  as  water  games  each  night.  Everyone 
met  with  their  District  for  a  closing  devotion  each  night. 

article  continued  on  page  44 
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Bible  Bowl  201 1 

BY  RITA  JONES 

The  Bible  Bowls  for  2011  were  held  at  the  annual  convention  on 
the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College  in  May.  Churches  from  four 
districts  took  part  in  the  three  age  categories.  All  games  were  played 
on  Saturday  morning  at  different  venues. 

The  Cherub  level  games  were  held  in  the  Hennessee  room  of  the 
Murphy  Center.  Jackson  Heights  took  first  place,  Hopewell  took 
second,  and  Whaley's  Chapel  took  third.  All  of  the  young  people 
were  very  knowledgeable  on  the  subject  of  Moses.  James  Cahoon 
of  the  Albemarle  District  served  as  the  moderator,  asking  questions 
and  working  with  3  judges  to  determine  the  correctness  of  answers. 
Officers  and  representatives  from  the  Youth  Executive  Board  served 
as  scorekeepers  and  timekeepers  for  each  age  level. 

The  AFCs  (Ambassadors  for  Christ,  ages  9-12)  competed  in 
Kornegay  Arena.  Beaverdam  took  first  place  honors  with  Jackson 
Heights  taking  second  place  honors.  Rick  Price  of  Camp  Vandemere 
served  as  the  moderator  for  the  AFCs. 

Licensed  minister  Chris  Bagley  (Powhatan)  served  as  the 
moderator  for  the  YFAs  (Youth  Fellowship  Auxiliary,  ages  13-19) 
in  Raper  Hall.  The  results  were:  first  place,  Jackson  Heights;  second 
place,  Smyrna;  and  third  place,  Beaverdam.  Bagley  had  a  special 
interest  in  the  games  since  he  was  the  captain  for  Powhatan's  team 
that  won  first  place  honors  on  the  subject  of  Moses  in  2000. 

The  Bible  Bowl  offers  the  young  people  a  chance  for  organized, 
in-depth  study  into  a  pre-determined  Scripture  topic.  This  year  they 
studied  the  children  of  Israel  from  just  before  the  birth  of  Moses, 
through  his  life  and  struggles  against  Pharaoh,  until  Israel's  entry 
into  the  Promised  Land.  They  memorized  Scripture  verses  and 
knew  many  facts  about  the  plagues  and  commandments. 

The  topic  for  the  2012  Bible  Bowl  is  "The  Apostles. "  All  churches 
and  all  districts  are  encouraged  to  be  represented  by  teams.  Tentative 
plans  are  to  hold  all  games  at  MOC  again,  but  to  use  the  chapel  on 
Friday  night,  Saturday  morning,  and  Saturday  afternoon  so  coaches 
and  parents  can  attend  all  three. 

The  Bible  Bowl  Committee  extends  a  big  "thank  you "  to  all  the 
moderators,  judges,  officers,  reps,  coaches,  team  members,  and 
anyone  else  who  helped  with  making  this  year's  Bible  Bowl  a  great 
success.  Anyone  interested  in  getting  more  information  about  the 
Bible  Bowl  may  contact  Wanda  Benson  at  <wbensonl968@yahoo. 
com>  or  Rita  Jones  at  <rojpowhatan@yahoo.com>. 


Whaley 's  Chapel  is  os  follows:  front  left  to  right — Harlee  Moody, 
Desta  Daniels,  Bethany  Ramsey,  Charity  Jarman.  Back — Grace 
Jones  and  Pat  Taylor  as  coaches. 


Smyrna  is  as  follows:  from  left  to  right,  Susan  Raynor,  Coach, 
Nathan  Raynor,  Evan  Raynor,  Kayla  Hickok  and  Erin  Parker 


The  Cherub,  AEC,  and  YEA  teams  of  Jackon  Heights  Church. 


Hopewell  is  as  follows:  Back — Kristy  Casey,  Coach.  Front  left 
to  right — Anna  Kate  McKenzie.  Shelby  Casey,  Dillon  Fulchcr, 
and  Adam  Crumpler. 

Beaverdam  had  a  team  in  AFC  and  YFA. 
Picture  not  available. 
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Daysprin 

BY  ANN  COPELAND 

The  Annual  Day  Spring  Woman's  Auxiliary  Retreat  was 
held  at  Cragmont  from  June  8-11.  There  were  22  people 
registered  for  the  conference.  Sandy  Ellis,  from  Rains 
Crossroads  Church,  was  the  speaker  for  the  event  and  she  was 
a  great  blessing  to  all.  She  taught  six  lessons  from  Genesis 
on  Abraham,  Sarah,  Hagar,  Ishmael,  and  Isaac.  The  study 
was  entitled,  "Redeeming  Our  Regrets"  and  focused  on  the 
importance  of  examining  our  self-image  so  that  we  can  open 
up  our  hearts  and  minds  to  let  God  draw  us  closer.  Sandy 
used  many  hands-on  activities  that  made  the  study  especially 
interesting.  Judy  Lane,  from  Union  Grove  in  Wayne  County, 
held  our  morning  devotions.  The  first  morning  she  taught 
about  the  importance  of  "making  our  mark"  in  our  Christian 
walk.  She  used  a  story  about  five  lessons  from  a  pencil  maker  to 
a  pencil.  The  next  morning  she  discussed  coffee  and  compared 
different  types  of  it  (weak,  bitter,  stale,  cold,  sour,  and  good) 
to  the  things  we  need  to  add  or  get  rid  of  to  make  our  lives 


g  Retreat 

richer  in  Christ.  Ann  Copeland,  from  Kings  Crossroads, 
held  our  Thursday  night  Bible  study.  She  discussed  "Rahab 
the  Harlot"  and  the  importance  of  understanding  that  God 
can  use  anyone  in  accomplishing  His  purposes.  Friday  night's 
Bible  study  was  led  by  Sandy  Ellis,  our  featured  speaker.  The 
study  focused  on  the  importance  of  allowing  God  to  remove 
our  chains  of  regret  and  give  us  water  when  we  feel  we  are 
in  a  dry  desert  in  our  Christian  lives.  The  final  morning 
devotion  was  given  by  Joan  Little  from  Kings  Crossroads.  She 
talked  about  the  scripture  from  John  focusing  on  the  "Vine 
and  the  Branches."  She  stressed  the  importance  of  desiring 
to  live  the  life  God  would  have  us  live.  The  music  director  for 
the  retreat  was  Jackie  Flowers  from  First  Free  Will  Baptist  in 
Goldsboro  and  the  pianist  was  JoAnn  Parrish  from  Folkstone 
Church.  Those  attending  the  retreat  especially  appreciated  all 
the  hard  work  of  Mrs.  May  Pittman,  director  and  Joan  Little, 
registrar  and  treasurer.  The  retreat  w^s  spiritually  enriching 
and  relaxing  for  all  who  attended. 
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and  a     1  H^NE 

Significance  in  Christ  as  a  Young  Adult 

with  Wyatt  Harvey 


Those  who  know  me  know  I  have  a  real  love  for  youth.  Not 
only  youth,  but  young  adulthood  as  well.  There  is  a  passion 
to  be  found  in  these  ages  that  not  only  sets  them  apart  and 
defines  them,  but  offers  us  glimpses  into  the  future  of  our 
faith,  if  properly  cultivated  and  nurtured. 

Recently  I  have  been  studying  the  Dare  to  Be  a  Daniel 
teaching  series  offered  through  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association.  While  it  is  aimed  at  the  preteen  and  teen  years, 
encouraging  those  at  that  age  to  witness  and  shine  the 
Light  of  Jesus  Christ  to  all,  I  have  found  it  to  be  a  worthwhile 
resource  for  every  age.  The  fundamental  teachings  found  in 
it  are  no  less  relevant  at  39  than  they  are  at  13. 

Witness  to  all  nations,  to  all  mankind,  the  Great  Commission. 
And,  age  is  not  a  reason  not  to  witness,  whether  one  feels 
too  old,  too  young,  or  whatever  the  case  is.  Foundational 
teaching,  relevant  to  all. 

When  I  think  about  Daniel  and  the  things  God  worked 
through  him,  I  am  awed.  He  was  in  foreign  captivity,  and  just 
a  teen  himself,  yet  his  faithful  service  to  God  illuminated  a 
dark  little  world  into  which  he  had  been  taken  and  awakened 
a  whole  new  people  to  the  truth  of  the  Hebrew  God.  One 
young  man's  faithfulness,  taking  him  from  slave  to  prince  in  a 
foreign  nation,  and  providing  a  testimony  that  would  last  for 
all  times  and  teach  all  of  us,  even  now. 

I  could  write  for  ages  on  the  Significance  of  Christ  in  young 
adults  and  never  tell  a  better  story,  never  provide  a  better 
example,  never  find  a  more  striking  truth,  than  what  our  Bible 
tells  us  every  time  we  open  it.  It's  all  there,  just  like  in  the  Old 
Testament  Book  of  Daniel,  for  all  to  see. 

Here  is  the  tricky  part;  we  need  to  make  sure  to  share  that 
fact. 

Young  men  and  women  need  to  be  told  time  and  again 
that  they  are  called  to  a  most  high  destiny  in  Jesus  Christ.  We 
need  to  pull  Daniel  and  Jeremiah  and  Ruth  and  Esther  to  the 


forefront  of  some  teachings  and  show  our  young  people  that 
this  is  what  youth  is.  Be  proud,  be  faithful,  be  young  men  and 
women  of  God. 

Most  of  all,  we  need  to  remind  all  of  Jesus'  age,  and  how 
He  is  our  ultimate  example  of  life.  The  time  to  serve  God  is 
now;  the  time  to  start  is  immediate.  There  is  a  place  for  every 
age  and  a  destiny  for  everyone  right  now. 

Dare  to  Be  a  Daniel  challenges  young  people  to  go  out 
into  their  groups  and  peers  and  tell  about  Jesus  and  offer  His 
Love.  To  learn  about  their  own  faith  and  how  to  share  it,  to 
embrace  the  Great  Commission  now— not  after  seminary,  not 
after  evangelism  courses,  not  after  missionary  assignment— 
but  now.  In  this  way,  we  get  a  peek  at  one  special  place  for 
young  men  and  women  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  they  can  take  a 
message  to  their  own  age  and  their  own  peers  that  may  not 
be  received  from  older  witnesses.  It  says  go  out  and  be  like 
Daniel... I  dare  you. 

Isn't  that  something  we  can  say  of  any  age?  I  think  so. 

In  this  aspect,  the  Dare  to  Be  a  Daniel  teaching  is  not  just 
for  preteens  and  teens.  Anyone  can  apply  it  to  their  lives.  It  is 
relevant  at  any  age,  in  any  job,  in  all  points  in  life. 

Maybe  this  realization  is  something  else  we  can  see  about 
youth  and  young  adults  and  the  significance  of  Jesus  in  their 
lives.  Whatever  we  may  set  out  to  teach  them,  they  can  also 
teach  us,  or  others.  However  we  set  out  to  inspire  them,  they 
can  inspire  us  and  others. 

Think  about  it.  What  is  more  inspiring  than  a  group  of  young 
people  set  afire  with  the  Love  of  God?  Just  another  thing  the 
young  people  offer. ..inspiration  and  hope.  All  of  it  possible 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

I  could  end  this  with  the  challenge  of  the  Billy  Graham 
series,  and  dare  all  of  you  out  there  to  go  out  and  be  a  Daniel 
to  our  time.  Instead,  I  offer  this.  Go  out  and  be  as  much  like 
our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  as  you  can... I  dare  you. 


Personal  Information  Change 


The  Rev.  Roney  Bunn,  Jr. 

Old  Address:  New  Address: 

829  Forest  Lake  Dr.  7655  Leonard  Rd. 

Lakeland,  FL  33809  Kenly,  NC  27542 

The  Florida  address  will  be  effective  again  on  November  8 
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The  Revereiul  Mark  Hobbs  (at  right),  pastor,  with  members  of  the  Snow  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 


Snow  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church: 

A  Noble  People  With  a  Godly  Heritage 


If  one  were  looking  for  Snow  Hill  Church,  the  correct  course 
would  not  lead  to  the  town  by  that  same  name.  The  church  is 
located  down  paved  Duplin  County  roads  that  were  once  nothing 
but  pearly  white  sand  that  looked  like  snow  on  a  hill.  The  history 
of  Snow  Hill  Church  is  like  the  history  of  many  other  churches 
in  Duplin  County;  the  surviving  church's  history  is  tied  to  other 
congregations  that  have  faded  away.  What  remains  is  a  spiritual 
heritage  and  lineage  that  implore  all  who  enter  her  doors  to  heed 
the  call  of  the  gospel  and  go  into  the  highways  and  the  byways  to 
proclaim  the  Risen  One,  Christ  Jesus. 

A  Local  Lineage  That  Predates  1830 

An  account  recorded  in  the  "History  of  the  Free  Will  Baptists 
in  North  Carolina"  shows  that  in  1830  the  Probability  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  offered  to  host  the  Annual  Conference  of  Free  Will 
Baptists  in  North  Carolina  the  following  year.  This  is  the  earliest 
recorded  date  pertaining  to  the  lineage  of  Snow  Hill  Church.  It  is 
thought  that  the  church  must  have  been  much  older  due  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  strong  enough  to  have  asked  for  the  Annual  Conference 
to  meet  at  the  church.  It  seems  that  at  some  point  the  church  shared 
a  building  with  a  Methodist  congregation.  The  Duplin  County 
record  books  show  a  gift  recorded  to  a  church  of  one  acre  of  land  in 
1853.  It  is  believed  that  church  stood  near  what  is  now  Woodland 
Methodist  Church. 


There  are  minutes  of  the  church  dating  back  to  1900.  Elder 
Haskell  Jones  was  the  earliest  recorded  pastor  dating  back  before 
1894.  In  November  1893,  the  church  voted  to  move  the  church 
from  Probability  Church  to  Kornegay's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  church  prospered  there  for  a  few  years.  By  1908 
a  community  had  begun  to  flourish  nearby  and  Snow  Hill  Church 
was  organized  at  its  current  location  by  Elders  Henry  Cunningham 
and  A.E.  Rouse.  The  first  baptismal  service  was  held  on  Monday 
April  13,  1908.  There  were  eight  converts  baptized.  These  1908 
records  are  secured  in  the  FWB  Historical  Collection  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  It  was  not  recorded  in  the  minutes  that  Kornegay's 
Chapel  was  officially  moved  but  it  is  probable  that  the  members 
made  a  gradual  change.  There  is  a  record  that  the  funds  were  turned 
over  from  Kornegay's  Chapel  to  Snow  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
in  1908. 

Continual  Growth 

The  building  of  the  physical  plant  has  been  gradual  but  continual 
as  needs  and  opportunities  have  arisen.  Two  Sunday  School  rooms 
were  added  in  1938  and  1948.  The  vestibule  was  built  in  1950.  In 
1957,  the  interior  of  The  Church  was  remodeled.  In  1961,  three  more 
Sunday  School  rooms  were  built.  New  pews  were  purchased  in  1962. 
The  Baptistery  was  built  1967.  In  1969,  the  parsonage  was  built.  The 
fellowship  hall  was  completed  in  1978.  The  steeple  was  added  in 
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The  parking  lot  was  paved  in  1998.  The  Church  purchased  property 
behind  the  sanctuary  in  2000.  In  2007,  a  team  was  estabUshed  to 
write  a  church  constitution.  The  constitution  was  presented  to  The 
Church  in  June  2009  and  implementation  began  in  2010.  Renovation 
of  the  fellowship  hall  was  completed  in  May  of  2011. 

Snow  Hill  Church  Today 

The  people  of  Snow  Hill  Church  are  visible  reminders  of  the  Holy 
God  in  the  communities  where  they  work,  live,  and  play.  Most  of 
the  congregants  live  within  two  miles  of  the  church  building,  but 
less  than  10  percent  of  those  who  have  jobs  work  within  that  two- 
mile  radius.  The  majority  of  the  employed  congregants  work  in 
neighboring  communities  such  as  Kinston,  Beulaville,  Mount  Olive, 
Greenville,  Kenansville,  Goldsboro,  and  the  Raleigh-Durham  area. 
Church  members  are  enrolled  in  higher  education  at  N.C.  State, 
ECU,  Mount  Olive,  Campbell,  Wayne  Community,  James  Sprunt 
Community  College,  Lenoir  Community  College,  and  Cape  Fear 
Community  College.  The  people  of  Snow  Hill  Church  are  a  loving, 
kind-hearted  people  who  recognize  the  need  to  share  the  love  of 
God  with  others.  Outreach  to  the  community  is  expressed  daily, 
in  visitation  and  hospitality.  Respect  for  various  opinions  and 
convictions  are  honored.  A  genuine  love  for  each  other  is  expressed 
in  word  and  deed  constantly  at  Snow  Hill  Church. 

The  love  of  God  working  through  the  lives  of  people  of  all  ages  is 
the  sustaining  power  that  encourages,  calls,  and  directs  the  people 


of  Snow  Hill  Church.  Through  the  years,  many  faithful  men  of  God 
have  served  there  as  pastor.  Likewise,  lay  people  of  deep  convictions 
and  genuine  love  for  God  have  served  to  build  a  community  of 
faith  that  has  endured  economic,  social,  and  spiritual  change. 
Men  and  women  have  worked  together  to  create  a  loving,  caring 
congregation.  The  days  ahead  will  challenge  the  church  to  continue 
to  work  together  and  seek  to  save  the  lost  that  remain  apart  from  the 
love  of  Christ.  Snow  Hill  Church  consistently  seeks  the  guidance  of 
the  Lord  in  determining  how  best  to  reach  out  to  others. 

A  Bright  Future 

In  December  2010,  the  church  established  an  endowment  with 
the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries.  The 
church  will  spend  the  next  12  months  in  deciding  how  best  to  utilize 
the  proceeds  from  the  endowment.  The  idea  that  the  members  can 
continue  to  work  together  through  pooled  resources  after  their 
physical  bodies  lay  silent  has  proved  to  be  exciting  and  stimulating. 

May  God  continue  to  be  served  by  the  people  of  Snow  Hill 
Church. 

This  history  was  written  by  Mark  S.  Hobbs  with  excerpts 
from  a  1967 article  published  in  the  Duplin  Times-Progress 
Sentinel  on  27  April  1967. 
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NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 

Annual  Meeting 

By  The  Reverend  Ricky  Warren 


The  North  CaroUna  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries  wishes 
to  help  remove  the  financial  barrier  to  an  education  for  those  who 
desire  to  prepare  for  fulfilling  their  Christian  calling.  These  words 
have  often  been  used  by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President  of  The 
Foundation.  To  help  others  see  the  importance  of  education  for  Free 
Will  Baptist  ministers,  Foundation  Chairman,  Donnie  E.  Lassiter, 
emphasized  those  words  at  The  Foundation's  Sixth  Annual  Meeting 
held  on  May  10. 

It  was  a  festive,  celebratory  evening,  complete  with  a  fine  meal 
and  entertainment  provided  by  the  good  and  talented  people  of 
LaGrange  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  their  beautiful  new 
fellowship  hall.  The  pastor  of  the  church,  the  Reverend  Ronnie 
Hobgood,  serves  on  the  Foundation  Board  of  Directors.  The  event 
was  attended  by  nearly  200  friends  of  The  Foundation  who  were 
donors,  supporters,  or  recipients  of  fund  disbursements  through 
The  Foundation. 

Funds  Distributed  to 
Support  Free  Will  Baptists 

A  highlight  oi  the  evening  was  the  distribution  of  checks 
to  representatives  of  Free  Will  Baptist  ministries,  churches, 
and  organizations  that  benefit  from  endowments  through  The 
Foundation.  These  groups  receive  checks  annually  from  the  earnings 
of  endowed  funds  set  aside  by  charitable  donors  to  promote  the 
good  work  of  Free  Will  Baptist  ministries,  churches,  and  other 
organizations.  Since  it's  founding  in  2005,  over  $2  million  has  been 
contributed  to  43  named  endowments  with  The  Foundation  for  such 
ongoing  good  and  lasting  work.  In  2011,  $66,000  was  distributed 
to  such  groups  as  foreign  missions,  churches,  colleges,  universities. 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  ministry  to  the  deaf  Cragmont 
Assembly,  Camp  Vandemere,  and  Gideons  International.  Thus  far, 
over  $281,000  has  been  distributed  and  used  in  productive  ministry 
through  such  endowments. 

Scholarships  to 
Prepare  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministers 

Another  highlight  was  the  recognition  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
students  who  have  received  scholarship  support  through  the 
Foundation's  Shepherd  Fund.  To  date,  27  students  preparing  for 
work  as  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  have  received  such  assistance. 
These  scholarships  may  not  meet  all  financial  needs,  but  they 
help  to  bridge  the  gap  that  previously  had  made  obtaining  an 
education  cost  prohibitive.  The  following  students  who  benefited 
from  the  Shepherd's  Fund  and  were  present  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
were  Dustin  Bannister,  Ronnie  Hobgood,  Ricky  Warren,  Todd 
Sutton,  Josh  Whitfield,  Aubrey  Williamson,  Brad  Williamson, 
Justin  Barnett,  John  Hill,  Ashley  Coates,  Susan  Lackey,  and  Kayla 
Seymour.  So  far,  over  $100,000  in  scholarships  have  been  awarded 
and  used  to  help  prepare  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  for  service. 


The  Reverend  Ricky  Warren 
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An  Opportunity  to  Say  Thank  You 

Throughout  the  evening,  appreciation  was  expressed 
to  those  who  had  made  donations  through  The 
Foundation.  All  of  this  would  not  be  possible  without 
the  generous  support  of  many  Free  Will  Baptist  donors. 
Funds  distributed  by  The  Foundation  originate  with 
Christian  people  who  are  moved  by  God  to  leave  a 
lasting  legacy  in  honor  or  memory  of  someone  who  has 
made  some  kind  of  significant  contribution  themselves. 
Jesus  said,  "God  loves  a  cheerful  giver"  (2  Corinthians 
9:7),  and  the  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  The  Foundation 
was  truly  an  occasion  to  cheerfully  celebrate  what  has 
been  given  and  what  will  be  given  as  a  result. 

Free  Will  Baptists  wishing  to  be  a  part  of  the  programs 
of  The  Foundation  should  contact  the  Foundation 
Office,  619  West  Main  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 
Any  amount  of  money,  given  in  honor  or  memory  of 
someone,  can  be  used  to  begin  setting  up  future 
endowments  for  ongoing  Christian  charitable  purposes. 
Any  amount  may  also  be  used  to  contribute  to  an 
existing  endowment  or  to  directly  fund  a  scholarship  or 
the  ongoing  work  of  The  Foundation.  Acknowledgement 
notices  will  be  sent  to  those  whom  someone  wishes  to 
honor  or  to  the  families  of  those  whom  someone  wishes 
to  memorialize.  Donations  made  to  the  NC  Foundation 
for  Christian  Ministries  are  tax  deductable. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Lassiter,  Chair,  presents  a  scholarship  check 
to  Dr.  Philip  Kerstetter,  president  of  Mount  Olive  College. 


2011  Annual  Dinner  at  La  Grange  First  FWB  Church 


COMMUNITY  CONNECTION 


"Crowns  For  Christ"  Hat  Luncheon 

On  Saturday,  May  7,  2011,  the  Annie  McPhail  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Oak  Grove 
Church  of  Newton  Grove,  NC  hosted  their  first  annual  "Crowns  for  Christ"  Hat 
Luncheon  and  fundraiser. 

It  was  a  day  to  play  "dress  up"  and  dress  up  they  did!  Adorned  in  beautiful  hats 
old  and  new,  members  and  their  guest  stepped  out  of  the  ordinary  and  for  a  few 
hours  enjoyed  the  frills  of  the  day. 

Featured  highlights  of  the  event  included  an  "impromptu"  fashion  show, 
surprise  drawings,  special  entertainment,  and  a  motivational  message.  Several 
Christian  songs  were  presented  by  Ms.  Jaleesa  Cade.  Mrs.  Angie  Sills,  owner  of 
Sonage  Salon  and  Day  Spa  in  Dunn,  NC  shared  her  inspirational  journey  with 
Christ.  She  told  of  how  she  gave  her  all  to  Christ  and  how  time  after  time  He  gave 
hack  to  her.  She  is  now  a  full-time  student  at  Heritage  Bible  College  where  she  is 
pursuing  a  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Religious  Education  with  a  minor  in  counseling. 
She  travels  to  various  churches  and  events,  wherever  God  leads  her,  to  eticourage 
others  to  walk  with  Christ  and  inspire  hope  to  those  who  are  hurting  through  the 
wonderful  message  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Woman  of  the  Year  award  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Mae  Ellen  Warwick.  Mrs. 
Mae  Ellen  was  recognized  for  her  years  ot  service  and  commitment.  She  shared 
her  talents  throughout  her  life  as  a  Sunday  School  teacher  and  Study  Course 
Chairwoman  as  well  as  providing  support  in  many  other  activities. 
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A  Woman  or  Fait n 

May  27,  2011  was  Mrs.  Julia  Kornegay  Hill's  90th  Birthday 
On  May  22,  2011  her  home  church,  Daly's  Chapel  in  the  Seven 
Springs  Community,  surprised  her  with  a  morning  service  in  her 
honor  and  lunch  following  in  the  church  fellowship  hall.  There 
were  approximately  170  people  in  attendance  including  members 
of  her  family  from  Wilmington  and  Goldsboro  and  friends  from 
the  Dunn  area. 

The  service  included  three  of  her  favorite  hymns.  The  choir 
opened  the  service  with  an  inspiring  rendition  of  "How  Great 
thou  Art,"  next  was  a  breathtaking  performance  by  our  pastor  and 
choir  of  "Amazing  Grace"  and  the  closing  hymn  was  the  beautiful 
"What  a  Friend  we  have  in  Jesus,"  led  by  her  nephew,  Jay  Kornegay 
and  his  wife  Terri.  Our  pastor,  George  Futrelle,  read  Miss  Julia's 
favorite  Scriptures:  Proverbs  3:5-6,  "Trust  in  the  LORD  with  all 
thine  heart;  and  lean  not  unto  thine  own  understanding.  In  all  thy 
ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall  direct  thy  paths."  Miss  Julia 
says  these  scriptures  are  the  motto  by  which  she  tries  to  live. 

There  were  some  comments  by  Pam  Price  about  Miss  Julia's  life. 

Our  wonderful  children  led  by  Mrs.  Rene  Futrelle,  played  the 
bells  accompanied  by  an  instrumental  version  of  Amazing  Grace, 
Miss  Julia's  favorite  hymn. 

Everyone  enjoyed  a  PowerPoint  presentation  by  Jamie  Grady 
with  pictures  submitted  by  Violet  Tapia,  her  niece.  A  beautiful 
rendition  of  another  of  Miss  Julia's  favorite  songs,  "Thank  you  for 
giving  to  the  Lord"  accompanied  the  presentation. 

Cale  Grady,  our  head  Deacon,  announced  that  our  new  prayer 
room  will  be  named  The  Julia  Hill  Prayer  Room  because  she  has 
been  a  prayer  warrior  for  our  Church  and  community  for  almost 
70  years  having  moved  here  as  a  new  bride. 

Miss  Julia,  as  everyone  in  our  church  and  community 
affectionately  calls  her,  grew  up  in  Duplin  County  with  God 
fearing  Christian  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Kornegay,  and 
three  younger  brothers,  Lee  (who  is  deceased)  and  Nelson  and 
Justin  who  were  in  attendance  on  this  special  day. 

One  of  Miss  Julia's  favorite  classes  in  school  was  World  History, 
not  because  she  liked  history  (as  a  matter  of  fact,  she  couldn't 
stand  the  history)  but  because  her  teacher  would  spend  the  last  15 
minutes  of  class  time  each  day  teaching  her  students  the  Bible  and 
Miss  Julia  still  reads  and  studies  her  Bible  every  day. 

At  15  Miss  Julia  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  her  Lord  and  Savior 
at  a  tent  revival  and  when  she  stood  and  walked  down  the  aisle 


her  little  brother  Justin  followed.  She  was  already  leading  people 
to  Jesus  and  has  continued  to  do  so  for  almost  75  years. 

She  met  the  love  of  her  life,  James  Hill,  at  her  home  church. 
Snow  Hill  OFWB.  The  choir  from  Daly's  Chapel  Church  was 
there  to  sing  and  he  was  there  to  support  them,  God's  timing  is 
always  right.  When  she  lost  her  only  child  Kenny  at  the  tender 
age  of  19,  her  prayer  to  God  at  that  time  was  to  not  let  her  feel 
indifferent  towards  other  young  people  because  of  her  loss  and 
He  answered  that  prayer.  She  had  already  been  teaching  Sunday 
School  and  became  even  more  devoted  to  teaching  all  young 
people  so  they  would  know  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Lord  and  Savior. 
Miss  Julia  says  that  John  14  brought  her  through  the  loss  of  her 
son  and  keeps  her  going  today. 

It  has  been  over  20  years  since  she  lost  her  husband  James  to 
cancer.  Once  again  she  persevered  by  studying  her  Bible  and 
began  working  in  her  yard.  Her  yard  became  her  sanctuary  where 
she  not  only  planted  beautiful  flowers  and  trees  but  spent  many 
quiet  hours  talking  and  listening  to  God. 

Miss  Julia  is  and  has  been  a  loving  daughter,  sister,  aunt,  friend, 
farmer's  wife,  mother,  seamstress,  gardener,  Sunday  School 
teacher,  VBS  director  and  teacher,  choir  member,  visitor  to  the 
sick  and  shut-in  (most  of  the  time  with  food  in  hand),  a  mentor, 
and  member  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  for  60  plus  years  having 
held  every  office,  some  of  them  many  times.  But  most  especially 
she  is  a  prayer  warrior  and  a  tireless  servant  of  God. 

On  her  special  day  Miss  Julia  was  allowed  to  see  a  few  of 
the  people  whose  lives  she  has  touched.  Although  she  has  no 
immediate  family  in  the  Seven  Springs  area,  she  has  been  adopted 
into  many  families  giving  her  more  children,  grandchildren,  and 
great  grandchildren  than  she  can  ever  count. 

God  told  Abraham  his  descendants  would  be  greater  than  the 
number  of  stars  in  the  heavens.  Miss  Julia  is  like  a  modern  day 
Abraham  in  that  she  has  touched  the  lives  of  so  many  people  that 
if  each  of  us  were  to  hold  a  single  candle  in  her  honor,  it  would 
look  like  the  stars  in  heaven. 

To  all  who  know  her.  Miss  Julia  is  like  a  rainbow  after  a  spring 
shower,  a  beautiful  example  of  God's  love  and  we  are  blessed  that 
He  sent  her  our  way. 

As  for  having  a  servant's  heart,  she  has  set  the  bar  high,  but  has 
also  given  us  the  blueprint  of  a  life  well  lived  by  which  we  can  live 
and  serve  our  heavenly  Father. 
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The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Smith's  New  Home  Church  chose  Mother's  Day  to  honor  one  of  our  new  members 
(JoAnn  Davis,  seated  center)  in  a  special  way.  All  of  our  members  wore  hats  to  the  morning  services.  Hats  of  all 
styles  and  colors  filled  the  pews.  It  was  a  small  way  to  tell  JoAnn  how  much  we  love  and  care  for  her. 


Missions 


What  do  you  think  of  when  you  hear  the  word  "missions"? 
The  thoughts  of  most  people  turn  to  foreign  fields  such  as 
the  Philippines.  Foreign  missions  was  what  I  thought  of, 
too,  as  a  senior  in  high  school.  I  enrolled  in  Mount  Olive 
College  with  the  intent  of  going  into  foreign  missions. 
But,  God  had  other  plans. 

After  graduating  from  Mount  Olive  College,  I  got 
married  and  moved  to  the  Triad  region  of  the  State, 
thinking  that  my  desire  to  do  mission  work  would  never 
come  to  pass.  Little  did  I  know  how  wrong  I  was. 

Throughout  my  family's  25  years  in  the  Triad,  God  was 
preparing  me  to  be  a  missionary,  both  through  job  skills 
I  acquired  and  a  foreign  language  that  I  learned:  sign 
language. 

Yes,  sign  language. 

You  see,  God  was  laying  the  groundwork  for  a  "home" 
mission  field — here  in  Wayne  County  at  Blended 
Fellowship — all  the  time:  a  mission  to  spread  the  Good 
News  of  Salvation  to  a  people  who  have  literally  never  had 
the  opportunity  to  hear  it — the  Deaf 


God  miraculously  opened  doors  for  employment  for  botr 
my  husband  and  I  five  years  ago  so  that  we  could  move 
back  to  Wayne  County  and  fulfill  the  desires  of  my  heart. 
Our  family  is  actively  working  in  the  mission  of  Blended 
Fellowship. 

Knowing  that  approximately  2%  of  all  deaf  in  the  United 
States  have  never  had  the  Gospel  presented  to  them  in 
their  own  language  is  a  staggering  statistic.  The  challenge 
to  reach  this  virtually  untouched  population  is  an  immense 
and  vitally  important  one. 

Working  with  the  Deaf  at  Blended  Fellowship  is  truly 
a  rewarding  experience  and  isn't  it  wonderful  that  God 
blessed  me  to  be  a  missionary  at  home!  1 

Please  join  with  us  in  this  mission  through  your  prayers 
and  financial  or  other  support  (such  as  the  food  pantry, 
supplies  for  service  projects,  or  building  supplies/labor  for 
future  expansion  projects  including  a  preschool  for  deaf 
children).  Together,  we  can  reach  these  lost  souls  for  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 


—  Cathy  Pittman  (Member  of  Blended  Fellowship) 
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Blended  Fellowship  went  to  Camp  Vandemere  on  April  29-May  1.  We  had  awesome  time,  nice  weather.  We  did  a 
lot  of  different  things  like  play  frisbee,  capture  flag,  swimming,  and  disc  golf.  The  food  were  good,  had  bonfire  and 
church  service.  A  lot  of  us  got  sun  burned!  We  miss  camp  already,  but  we're  looking  forward  to  go  back  next  year!! 


—  Cammy  Wade  (Deaf  member  of  Blended  Fellowship)  — 


Honor  Achieved 

Christopher  Wayne  Evans  of  Tarboro,  NC,  has  achieved  the  rank  of  Eagle  Scout.  Chris  is  a  member  of  Troop  816  of  the  Tarboro 
First  Church.  He  was  presented  the  award  by  Scoutmaster,  Dean  Wells.  Chris  is  a  senior  at  Hobgood  Academy  and  is  the  son 
of  Guyla  and  Wayne  Evans  of  Tarboro.  Chris'  Eagle  project  was  to  make  a  walking  trail  at  the  Tarboro  First  Church. 


Bible  Bowl  2011 

Jackson  Heights  Church  had  three  Bible  Bowl 
teams,  all  placing  iii  the  State  Bible  Bowl  which 
was  held  recently  at  the  Annual  Youth  Convention 
of  OFWB.  The  Cherub  and  YFA  teams  both  placed 
1",  and  the  AFC  team  placed  2"''  in  the  convention- 
wide  competition.  Pictured  left  to  right  are:  Front 
row;  YFA  Coach  Jan  Tucker,  Joshua  Kephart  (AFC), 
Carissa  Winn  (Cherub),  Todd  Smith  (Cherub), 
Colby  Tucker  (Cherub),  James  Kephart  (Cherub), 
and  Cherub  Coach  Patricia  Kephart.  Back  row: 
AFC  Coach  Bob  Johnson,  Mary-Ashlyn  Tucker 
(YFA),  Daniel  Kephart  (YFA),  and  Miranda  Canady 
(YFA).  Not  pictured:  Garrett  Brock  (AFC). 


42 


I  Left  None  of  Mine 

—  By  Waitus  Howard  Starling  — 

No  lasting  footprint  will  be  left  when  I'm  gone. 

The  path  I  walked  was  hard  and  long, 

But  not  one  step  I  made,  will  you  find; 

Nought  of  me  will  be  left  behind. 

I  walked  where  others  oft  had  trod, 

Who  sought  the  pathway  to  their  God; 

Their  steps  wandered,  making  no  straight  line; 

Stepping  in  theirs,  I  left  none  of  mine. 

Along  the  way  I  chanced  to  see 

One  set  of  steps  that  bewildered  me; 

Set  on  a  path,  narrow  and  straight. 

That  ended  in  front  of  a  beautiful  gate; 

On  its  splendor  and  beauty,  my  heart  fed; 

I  began  to  follow  where  those  steps  led. 

One  step,  two  steps,  soon  there  were  more; 

But  I  seemed  no  closer  to  that  wonderful  door. 

My  feet  ached;  blisters,  and  cuts,  brought  forth  blood, 

The  way  was  not  smooth;  there  were  storms,  and  flood 

Weakness  soon  took  me;  the  path  was  too  rough; 

I  had  second  thoughts,  "enough  is  enough." 

My  meditative  state  was  hindered  by  a  breeze. 

And  in  it  a  voice  that  brought  me  to  my  knees. 

"Step  where  I  stepped  and  you'll  be  fine; 

Take  each  step  with  care  and  follow  closely  behind. " 

With  each  step  I  took  the  pain  became  less. 

And  each  new  step  was  a  sweet  caress. 

Healing  wafted  o'er  me;  strength  began  to  grow. 

Peace  and  contentment  continually  flowed; 

In  each  of  His  steps  was  one  distinct  mar. 

The  One  up  ahead  had  feet  that  were  scarred. 

Except  for  this,  they  were  perfectly  clean 

And  mine  made  no  difi^erence,  not  one  could  be  seen. 

And  those  behind  me  were  just  the  same. 

They  were  not  mine;  they  bore  His  name. 

His  steps  did  not  wander;  they  made  a  straight  line; 

Stepping  in  them,  I  left  none  of  mine. 


The  Press  Announces  New  President 


By  Mark  Hobbs,  Board  Member,  FWB  Press 


Jeff  Daughtry  has  been  elected  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation  to  serve  as  president. 
Mr.  Daughtry  comes  to  his  new  job 
equipped  with  many  skills  and  experiences 
which  will  serve  him  well  as  he  provides 
leadership  to  The  Press,  its  staff,  and  to  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  people. 

Jeff  was  raised  in  the  Cape  Fear 
Conference  in  the  Yelverton  Grove  FWB 
Church.  He  served  as  president  of  the 
Cape  Fear  District  Youth  Fellowship.  He 
graduated  from  Mount  Olive  College, 
Barton  College,  and  Campbell  University. 
His  undergraduate  degrees  are  in  Business 
Administration.  His  graduate  degree 
is  the  Master  of  Trust  and  Investment 
Management. 

Mr.  Daughtry  has  faithfully  served 
the  Lord  and  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Denomination  since  1987.  Recently,  he 
served  as  Director  of  Planned  Giving 
at  Mount  Olive  College.  He  previously 
served  as  Director  of  Church  and  Public 
Relations  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home.  His  employment  as  Merchandise 
Manager  at  Kmart  Corporation  broadens 
his  experience.  Each  of  these  jobs  has 
provided  insight  and  experiences  which 
will  enable  Mr.  Daughtry  to  help  The 
Press  move  forward. 


His  love  for  God's  people  is  deep  and 
it  shows.  He  was  ordained  by  the  Eastern 
Conference  in  1986.  Mr.  Daughtry 
currently  pastors  May's  Chapel  FWB 
Church.  He  has  also  served  Westside 
FWB  as  pastor.  Jeff  was  interim  pastor  at 


Beulaville,  Antioch,  Union  Grove,  Core 
Creek,  and  Fremont.  Each  of  these  Free 
Will  Baptist  Churches  has  helped  shape 
Mr.  Daughtry's  faith  experience  and 
deepened  his  call  to  serve  God's  people 
everywhere. 

As  former  trustee  of  Mount  Olive 
College,  counselor  at  Cragmont,  clerk  of 
the  Eastern  Conference,  president  of  the 
Ministerial  Association  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  and  current  member  of 
the  Church  Finance  Association  Board 
of  Directors,  Mr.  Daughtry  is  uniquely 
qualified  to  serve  as  president  of  The 
Press. 

The  Daughtry  Family,  Jeff^ s  mom, 
Mavie  Daughtry,  and  late  dad.  Person 
Daughtry,  were  both  strong  in  the  faith 
and  taught  their  son  to  love  the  Lord 
and  to  serve  Him.  Mount  Olive  College 
was  the  setting  for  Jeff  to  meet  his  wife 
and  partner,  Wanda.  All  three  of  their 
children,  Joy,  Daniel,  and  Amy  graduated 
from  Mount  Olive  College  and  they  or 
their  spouses  work  to  spread  the  Good 
News  through  Christian  Ministry. 

As  Jeff  Daughtry  begins  his  work  at  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  let 
us  pray  for  God  to  continue  to  lead  and 
guide  this  man  of  God  to  do  the  work  of 
God  for  the  people  of  God. 


groups  to  raise  funds  to  help  that  particular 
ministry.  This  year  and  in  years  to  come, 
all  project  money  will  be  used  to  begin 
an  Endowment  with  the  North  Carolina 
Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries  to 
benefit  all  OFWB  ministries.  If  your 
church  has  not  contributed  towards  the 
Youth  Convention  Project  yet,  please  send 
a  check  made  payable  to  OFWB  Youth 
Ministries  to  Victor  Jones  at  264  Kirby 
Thigpen  Rd.  Pink  Hill,  NC  28572. 

Don't  miss  next  year's  Youth  Convention! 
It  is  certain  to  be  even  better  than  this 
year's!  Mark  your  calendar  for  May  18— 
20,  2012  aiid  make  plans  now  to  attend! 


Annual  Youth  Convention  {continued  from  page  30) 


An  Awards  and  Installation  Service 
was  held  on  Saturday  evening  for  all  age 
groups.  The  winners  of  the  Bible  Bowl 
competition  were  awarded  their  medals 
and  the  recipients  of  the  Elizabeth 
Hansley  Outstanding  Youth  Award  were 
announced.  The  2010-2011  District 
Representatives  to  the  Youth  Convention 
were  installed  as  the  2011-2012  Youth 
Convention  Officers.  The  new  officers 
are:  Hayley  Benson,  President,  Cape 
Fear,  Powhatan;  Jonathan  Whitford,  Vice 
President,  Eastern,  Saint's  Delight;  Brittany 
Garris,  Treasurer,  Central,  Piney  Grove; 
Liza  Paul,  Session  Secretary,  Albemarle, 
Free    Union;    and    Marshall  Jenkins, 


Corresponding  Secretary,  Western,  Little 
Rock.  The  new  District  Representatives 
to  the  Youth  Convention  are:  Josh  Britt, 
Albemarle,  Union  Chapel;  Megan  Heath, 
Cape  Fear,  Johnston  Union;  Scot  Fulford, 
King's  Crossroads,  Central;  Tamara 
Gatlin,  Juniper  Chapel,  Eastern;  Spring 
Godwin,  Beaverdam,  Pee  Dee;  and  Naomi 
Jenkins,  Little  Rock,  Western. 

So  far  we  have  only  collected  $500 
towards  the  Youth  Convention  Project. 
For  the  past  several  years,  the  Youth 
Convention  has  focused  on  one  OFWB 
Ministry  (on  a  rotating  basis)  as  their 
project,  and  encouraged  all  church  youth 
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a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate  copies, 
missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  problems,  or 
you  want  to  renew  or  cancel  a  subscription.  You  may 
contact  us  by  e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or 
by  phone  at  (252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


Request  from  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 


In  the  past,  efforts  have  been  made  to  collect  obituaries  of  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  for  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection.  Because  of  the  interest  in  genealogical  research,  the  Collection  has 
enlarged  its  emphasis  by  adding  obituaries  of  Free  Will  Baptist  laypersons. 

"By  far  the  largest  volumes  of  inquiries  we  receive  (and  we  receive  many)  deal  directly  with  genealogy," 
says  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator  of  the  Collection.  "We  try  to  scan  newspapers  and  other  news  media  for 
death  notices,  but  certainly  we  do  not  always  see  the  notices  of  such  of  all  Free  Will  Baptists.  It  would  be 
helpful  if  family  members  and  friends  of  deceased  Free  Will  Baptists  would  clip  the  obituaries  and  send 
to  us  or  send  them  by  email.  This  would  enrich  our  preservation  of  FWB  denominational  history." 

Barefoot  suggests  that  perhaps  each  church  could  have  someone  designated  to  perform  this  work 
but  anyone  wishing  to  help  could  certainly  do  so  whether  designated  or  not.  Anyone  wishing  to  help 
in  this  important  matter  may  mail  notices  to:  FWB  Historical  Collection,  Moye  Library,  Mount  Olive 
College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  or  email  them  directly  to  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator, 
at  <gbarefoot@moc.edu>. 

If  additional  information  is  needed,  contact  Gary  Barefoot  at  (919)  658-7827 

or  at  the  email  address  above. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  FOUNDATION 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

A  Foundation  for  the  Future  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
announces  the 

Snow  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Endowmen 


For  information  on  how  to 
establish  an  endowment,  contact: 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 

NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministrie 
619  West  Main  Street 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 


Snow  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Duplin  County,  North  Carolina 


For  more  information  on  the  Snow  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Endowment 
and  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries,  please  see  pages  34-37. 
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This  Month's  Featurss: 

•  Free  Will  Baptist  Seminary  at  Ayden 

•  A  Response  Far  Unity 

•  A  Helpiny  Hand 

•  LaEranye  Chamber  Stuns  AwardMSMI^rs  at  Banquet 


August 

Heritage  Month 


The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Monthly  Planner 

This  is  a  calendar  of  major  denominational  events.  Also  included  are  some  regular  holidays  and  special  days/seasons  of  the  Christian  year. 
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Coming  Soon: 

Emmanuel:  September  9-1 1 

Central  District  Auxiliary  Convention  (Fail):  Saturday,  September  24 
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REFLECTIONS 


with  C.  H.  Overman 


LOVE  EXEMPLIFIED  IN  KINDNESS 


We  live  in  a  fast-paced  world.  Such 
wasn't  the  case  a  generation  ago,  although 
many  thought  so  back  then.  The  modern 
highways  take  us  more  quickly  to  and 
from  our  destinations.  We  rush  from 
place  to  place  with  little  thought  about 
others.  We  often  feel  that  we  are  the  only 
one  lacing  the  pressures  of  a  modern-day 
society.  We  are  prone  to  live  in  our  own 
little  world  with  little,  it  any,  concern 
and  thought  about  others.  There  are 
hurting  people  around  us  each  day;  folks 
who  need  to  hear  a  "kind"  word,  a  word 
of  encouragement,  or  simply  someone  to 
show  them  what  it  means  to  care. 

The  principles  of  Christian  love 
are  not  difficult  to  understand  or  to 
exemplify.  Jesus  referenced  love  many, 
many  times  in  His  teachings.  Its  thread 
flows  throughout  the  Bible,  binding 
it  in  the  greatest  love  story  brought  to 
reality  in  John  3:16.  First  Corinthians 
13  is  devoted  entirely  to  the  principles  of 


ministering  in  love.  Paul  knew  that  all 
his  efforts  were  in  vain  without  love  and 
he  sets  forth  the  basic  principles  of  godly 
love  in  the  following  verses:  "Charity 
(love)  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind;  charity 
envieth  not;  charity  vaunteth  not  itself, 
is  not  puffed  up.  Doth  not  behave 
itself  unseemly,  seeketh  not  her  own,  is 
not  easily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil; 
Rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth 
in  the  truth"  (vv.  4-6).  In  verse  13  Paul 
concludes:  "And  now  abideth  faith,  hope, 
charity,  these  three;  but  the  greatest  of 
these  is  charity." 

The  word  "kind"  is  mentioned  in  verse 
4.  It  just  may  be  that  showing  kindness  is 
the  first  key  in  exemplifying  true  Christian 
love.  In  Ephesians  4:32  Paul  wrote:  "And 
be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tenderhearted, 
forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God  for 
Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven  you." 

Christians  are  not  exempt  from  times 
when  it  becomes  difficult  to  show  forth 


kindness — after  all — we  live  in  a  world 
of  much  rudeness  and  unkindness.  It 
may  happen  in  a  traffic  jam,  or  when 
our  order  in  a  restaurant  is  late  or  wrong. 
Our  first  human  inclination  is  to  respond 
with  harsh  or  sharp  words,  to  "straighten" 
them  out;  but  the  Christian  response 
must  be  one  of  kindness  and  respect. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Smith,  a  member  of 
Hickory  Grove  OFWB  Church,  a 
church  I  served  as  pastor  for  several 
years,  has  it  right — when  her  Sunday 
School  class  of  children  would  begin  to 
argue  or  fuss,  she  would  respond:  "Now 
children,  remember  what  the  Bible  says, 
"Be  ye  kind  one  to  another.'"  That's  good 
advice  for  everyone! 

Not  all  is  bad  these  days.  It  does  seem 
there  is  more  courtesy  shown  toward 
others  nowadays,  more  doors  held  open, 
maybe  a  few  more  greetings  to  strangers, 
etc.  Let's  hope  so.  We  can  make  it 
happen. 


Free  WUl  Baptitt  Sendnary 
Ayden,  K.  C. 


Free  Will  Baptist  Seminary  at  Ayden 


By  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 


This  is  the  eighth  in  the  series  of  articles  on  the  history  of  OFJVBs  in  recognition  of  the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  first 
English  General  Baptist  Church  in  1611.  Jljere  are  two  topics  in  this  article  which  deal  with  early  efforts  to  provide  educational  opportunity 
among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists — the  Seminary  at  Ayden  and  Eureka  College  at  Ayden. 


Throughout  most  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  denomination  showed  little  interest  in  providing 
educational  opportunity  either  for  its  ministers  or  for  the  laity 
who  would  enter  other  vocations.  But  in  the  1890s  a  few  forward- 
looking  men  in  Pitt  County  began  to  see  that  definite  steps 
needed  to  be  taken  to  launch  an  educational  program  that  would 
offer  an  opportunity  for  those  who  sought  it.  In  March  1896  at  a 
Union  Meeting  held  at  Spring  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
just  outside  of  Ayden,  the  subject  of  establishing  a  school  was 
discussed  with  much  enthusiasm.  It  was  proposed  that  a  stock 
company  be  set  up  to  secure  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  building. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  bylaws  and  to  solicit  those 
who  would  purchase  shares  of  stock.  Several  persons  present  that 
day  subscribed  for  shares  and  later  the  committee  set  a  time  and 
place  for  the  stockholders  to  meet  for  the  election  of  officers.  At 
the  appointed  time  they  met  and  chose  a  board  of  directors  with 
J.  M.  Barfield  as  president,  T.  F.  Harrison  as  vice-president,  and 


W.  F.  Hart  as  treasurer.  A  building  committee  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  W.  F.  Hart  as  foreman  and  A.L.  Harrington  and 
J.M.  Barfield  as  members.  It  was  decided  that  the  school  should 
be  located  in  the  town  of  Ayden,  which  had  a  population  of  1,500 
at  the  time  and  was  served  by  the  Atlantic  Coastline  Railroad. 

As  soon  as  enough  money  could  be  raised  through  subscriptions 
for  the  purchase  of  stock,  the  work  on  the  first  building  was  begun. 
It  was  built  on  Lee  Street  in  Ayden,  a  two-story  frame  structure 
containing  classrooms,  a  library,  and  a  society  hall.  When  the 
original  structure  was  completed  in  1898,  the  first  pupils  were 
enrolled  and  J.  E.B.  Davis,  son  of  the  late  Elder  Daniel  Davis, 
was  chosen  as  the  first  principal  of  the  school.  Hie  board  of 
directors  decided  that  it  should  be  named  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Seminary  and  that  it  should  have  a  theological  department  for 
the  training  of  ministers.  The  Reverend  Thomas  E.  Peden,  A.  M. 
from  Sciotoville,  Ohio  was  recruited  to  serve  as  teacher  in  the 
theological  department  and  was  subsequently 


appointed  as  principal  of  the  seminary.  An 
act  to  incorporate  the  seminary  was  ratified 
by  the  North  Carohna  General  Assembly 
on  March  4,  1901.  In  view  of  the  limited 
number  of  schools  that  provided  education 
at  all  levels  in  Pitt  and  surrounding 
counties,  it  was  decided  that  the  seminary 
should  have  a  primary  department  and 
several  curricula  for  students  in  the  "higher 
branches"  (equivalent  to  high  school). 

An  examination  of  the  early  seminary 
catalogues  reveals  that  the  faculty  carefully 
planned  various  courses  of  study,  including 
English  and  Normal,  Theological, 
Scientific,  and  Classical.  The  emphasis  was 
on  traditional  and  classical  studies  typical 
of  the  period  in  church  sponsored  schools. 
The  value  of  this  kind  of  education  could 
be  seen  in  the  kind  of  men  and  women  who 
completed  at  least  part  of  their  education  at 
the  seminary.  Hundreds  of  young  men  and 
women  studied  at  the  seminary  between 
1898  and  1925.  In  1905,  for  example, 
there  were  a  total  of  133  enrolled  in  the 
various  curricula,  not  counting  duplicates. 
The  school  was  co-educational  in  every 
department  and  a  positive  Christian 
atmosphere  was  provided  with  an  emphasis 
on  character  development.  Every  effort 
was  made  to  teach  the  students  the  rules 
of  good  behavior,  courtesy,  and  etiquette, 
and  to  help  them  appreciate  certain  of 
the  arts,  especially  music  and  drama.  The 
study  of  the  Bible  with  emphasis  on  its 
spiritual  and  moral  lessons  was  a  regular 
feature  of  the  curriculum.  Recitations 
before  the  entire  assembly  of  students  were 
a  frequent  requirement.  A  literary  society 
met  once  each  week  and  literary  exercises 
were  required  of  each  student  at  least  four 
times  during  each  term.  The  meetings  of 
the  literary  society  provided  additional 
opportunities  for  drill  in  composition, 
elocution,  and  debate. 


Most  of  the  students  in  the  primary 
department  lived  in  Ayden  or  in  the 
vicinity,  but  many  of  those  enrolled  in 
other  departments  came  from  other 
towns,  some  as  far  away  as  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia.  These  had  to  find  boarding 
in  private  homes  since  there  were  as  yet 
no  dormitories.  Costs  were  kept  as  low  as 
possible  in  order  to  attract  students  from 
other  places.  Tuition  was  but  five  dollars 
per  term  of  ten  weeks  in  the  "common 
branches"  and  six  dollars  in  the  "higher 
branches."  The  charge  for  room  and  board 
in  private  homes  was  eight  to  ten  dollars 
per  month.  In  later  years  the  board  of 
trustees  offered  free  tuition  for  ministerial 
students  as  a  means  of  encouraging  Free 
Will  Baptist  candidates  for  the  ministry  to 
prepare  themselves  for  their  calling. 

Those  who  saw  clearly  the  educational 
needs  of  the  denomination  were  not  slack 
in  promoting  the  seminary.  Appeals  for  its 
support  were  to  be  found  in  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  weekly  and  offerings  were  received 
in  the  local  churches.  In  order  to  broaden 
its  support  the  stockholders  of  the  seminary 
approved  a  resolution  in  1910  to  direct  the 
board  to  convey  the  entire  property  of  the 
seminary  to  a  board  of  trustees  elected  by 
the  various  Free  Will  Baptist  conferences. 
The  seminary  could  now  look  to  the  entire 
denomination  for  support.  In  light  of  this 
action  a  new  charter  was  then  granted  to 
the  seminary. 

In  1911  a  dormitory  for  girls  and 
single  women  teachers  was  erected  on 
the  campus.  In  that  same  year  another 
project  was  initiated,  the  enlarging  of 
the  main  building  to  double  its  capacity 
with  the  addition  of  an  auditorium  on 
the  first  floor  that  would  seat  almost  500 
persons.  Mrs.  Anna  Phillips,  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  E.T.  Phillips,  editor  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist,  took  up  the  challenge  of 


raising  funds  to  provide  seating  and  other 
furnishings  in  the  auditorium.  Because  of 
its  size  the  auditorium  was  later  used  for 
many  important  meetings  both  by  the 
denomination  and  by  the  general  public. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Peden  resigned  for 
health  reasons  as  principal  in  1910.  He 
died  in  1913  and  was  buried  in  the  Ayden 
Cemetery.  He  was  succeeded  by  Professor 
J.  E.  Sawyer,  who  served  in  that  post  until 
1920.  By  that  time  the  numbers  of  students 
at  the  seminary  each  year  were  shrinking 
due  to  the  growing  accessibility  of  public 
high  schools.  Students  at  the  primary 
level  were  no  longer  being  enrolled  at  the 
seminary  and  fewer  at  the  high  school 
level  were  seeking  admission.  There  was 
a  growing  feeling  among  leading  Free 
Will  Baptists  that  a  college  was  needed 
in  place  of  the  seminary  to  provide  higher 
education  for  those  who  wanted  to  enter 
the  professions  and  to  serve  the  needs  of 
the  churches  for  leadership.  The  seminary 
would  continue  to  operate  until  it  was 
superseded  by  the  founding  of  a  college  at 
Ayden  in  1925 

Eureka  College  at  Ayden 

At  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth 
century  public  education  in  North  Carolina 
was  in  a  sad  state  due  to  very  weak  support 
from  both  local  and  state  revenues.  For 
this  reason  private  and  church  interests 
were  trying  to  fill  the  gap  and  Free  Will 
Baptists  were  part  of  that  effort.  But  by  1918 
support  for  public  education  had  increased 
greatly  and  many  more  school  age  children 
were  enrolled  in  primary  and  secondary 
public  schools.  Therefore,  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Ayden  Seminary  launched 
a  campaign  to  sell  bonds  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  building  that  would  provide 
facilities  for  the  opening  of  a  college. 
Meanwhile  the  seminary  continued  to 
operate  on  its  campus  in  Ayden.  The  board 
understood  that  more  funds  would  be 
needed  to  develop  a  college  but  they  were 
hardly  prepared  for  the  challenge  that  lay 
ahead.  In  1920  it  was  decided  that  the  sale 
of  bonds  should  be  dropped  in  favor  of 
an  effort  to  raise  cash  and  pledges  for  the 
proposed  building.  A  goal  of  $250,000  was 
set  by  the  board  and  M.  C.  Prescott  was 
employed  as  financial  agent  to  promote 
the  campaign.  A  site  for  the  new  campus, 
consisting  of  fourteen  acres  on  the  east  side 
of  Ayden,  was  purchased  and  an  architect 
was  employed  to  prepare  the  plans  for  the 
new  building.  Work  on  the  building  was 
begun  under  the  direction  of 


Eureka  College 


a  building  committee  chosen  by  the  board. 
A  sketch  of  the  proposed  building  on  the 
new  campus  was  published  in  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  paper  and  announcements 
concerning  plans  for  building  a  college 
were  sent  to  the  public  press. 

It  was  the  hope  of  many  that  the  first 
building  would  be  ready  tor  use  in  the  very 
near  future,  but  construction  was  brought 
to  a  standstill  because  the  funds  were  not 
available  to  complete  this  first  phase  of 
development.  One  reason  for  this  was  the 
economic  recession  that  had  its  greatest 
impact  in  farmingincome  in  the  early  1920s 
and  most  people  in  this  area  depended  on 
agriculture  for  their  livelihood.  Despite 
this  fact  enthusiasm  was  still  high  among 
those  who  felt  that  a  college  was  needed  by 
the  denomination.  The  State  Convention 
of  churches  as  well  as  the  conferences 
endorsed  the  campaign  for  funds.  Plans 
were  made  for  a  public  meeting  at  the  new 
building  site  in  November  1921  when  the 
Central  Conference  was  in  session  at  Elm 
Grove  Church  near  Ayden  so  that  everyone 
could  see  the  work  in  progress.  In  1922, 
Miss  Nancy  Dail  of  Ayden  addressed  the 
Convention  of  churches  on  the  necessity 
of  Free  Will  Baptists  working  to  see  that 
the  college  is  built  and  equipped  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  denomination.  Other 
advocates  of  Christian  higher  education 
spoke  in  behalf  of  the  college  in  succeeding 
years.  The  Rev.  W.  B.  Everett,  who  was 
employed  as  financial  agent  for  the  college 
from  1921  until  1926,  worked  untiringly  in 
the  interest  of  raising  funds  for  the  college. 
There  were  those  who  did  not  see  the  need 
for  a  college  and  even  some  ministers  failed 
to  lead  their  congregations  to  support  the 
cause. 

In  the  summer  of  1925  the  board  of 
trustees  decided  to  begin  offering  the  first 
year  of  college  while  continuing  to  offer  a 
high  school  curriculum,  using  the  seminary 
building  until  the  building  on  the  new 
campus  was  ready  for  occupancy.  Professor 
R.  B.  Spencer  was  chosen  to  serve  as  the 
first  president  of  the  college  and  under  his 
leadership  plans  for  development  of  the 
college  were  finally  being  carried  out.  It 
occurred  to  someone  that  the  college  had 
not  been  given  a  name  and  the  public  was 
invited  to  send  in  suggestions  to  the  board. 
By  a  unanimous  vote  the  name  Eureka  was 
chosen  and  this  became  its  official  name. 

Although  thebuildingon  the  newcampus 
was  not  completely  finished,  it  was  decided 
that  enough  space  was  available  for  it  to  be 
used  by  the  college  at  the  opening  of  the 


1926-1927  school  year.  A  mass  meeting 
and  picnic  was  held  on  the  new  campus 
on  September  10,  1926  to  celebrate  the 
opening  of  school  and  to  generate  support 
for  the  college  campaign.  A  special  issue 
of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  was  published 
on  December  15  with  stories  about  the 
seminary  and  the  founding  of  the  college, 
including  an  article  by  President  Spencer 
about  the  aims  and  future  prospects  of  the 
college  and  those  whom  it  served.  Tributes 
were  paid  to  those  who  had  made  great 
sacrifices  for  the  school,  some  of  whom 
lived  either  in  Ayden  or  its  vicinity.  It 
was  an  upbeat  issue  aimed  at  winning  the 
support  of  every  loyal  Free  Will  Baptist  for 
this  educational  endeavor. 

Despite  the  enthusiasm  of  the  friends 
of  the  college  during  this  first  year  o 
the  new  campus,  there  was  not  a  record 
enrollment  and  not  enough  students  for  a 
sophomore  class.  This  had  a  negative  effect 
on  revenues  for  the  college.  Income  from 
tuition  and  gift  support  was  not  equal  to 
the  costs  of  operation  with  the  result  that 
the  school  could  not  balance  the  budget 
that  year.  Nevertheless,  a  dormitory  for 
boys  was  built  in  1927  and  other  campus 
projects  were  undertaken.  The  total 
amount  of  indebtedness  as  reported  to 
the  Convention  in  September  1928  was 
not  large  by  modern  standards  but  it 
was  more  than  enough  to  disappoint  the 
friends  of  the  college.  It  seemed  to  many 
that  the  denomination  as  a  whole  had  not 
yet  awakened  to  the  need  for  a  college  or 
that  church  leaders  had  failed  to  teach  the 
stewardship  of  resources  for  the  support 


of  such  enterprises.  A  resolution  adopted 
at  the  1928  session  of  the  Convention 
called  for  a  budget  of  $35,000  to  be  raised 
for  the  college  by  Januaryl,  1929,  and  for 
each  pastor  to  be  required  to  spend  not  less 
than  one  week  in  solicitation  of  funds  for 
this  purpose.  Since  the  Convention  itself 
depends  upon  voluntary  support  for  its 
programs,  not  enough  pastors  responded 
to  this  call.  Letters  were  sent  to  each 
pastor  and  each  church,  stating  the  amount 
apportioned  to  each  church  to  be  raised 
to  meet  this  budget,  but  this  also  failed 
to  receive  the  desired  results.  More  than 
anything  else  was  the  fact  that  Free  Will 
Baptists  had  never  before  this  decade  been 
called  upon  to  give  large  sums  of  money 
toward  any  cause.  Very  few  churches  were 
supporting  full-time  pastors,  and  although 
there  were  Sunday  schools  that  gathered 
every  Sunday,  most  rural  churches  met 
for  worship  on  one  or  two  Sundays  each 
month. 

The  college  failed  to  open  at  the 
beginning  of  the  1929-1930  school  year 
because  of  insufficient  funds  and  would 
never  again  offer  a  program  of  education. 
The  fact  that  the  Great  Depression  fell 
upon  the  entire  country  that  year  had  forced 
many  colleges  to  close  their  doors.  Eureka 
College  suffered  a  second  blow  when  in 
November  1931  a  disastrous  fire  destroyed 
the  main  building  on  the  new  campus.  The 
opening  of  Mount  Olive  Jr.  College  in  the 
1950s  was  a  new  effort  on  the  part  of  Free 
Will  Baptists  to  have  a  second  program  of 
Christian  higher  education. 


AR 


esponse  ror 

—   By  Ashley  Trogdon 


For  Unity 


The  Lord  has  blessed  me  to  be  able  to  attend  Bible 
College  and  Seminary.  One  of  the  most  important  classes 
of  my  college  &  seminary  experience  was  the  study  of 
"Hermeneutics."  I  was  taught  the  necessity  of  this  study 
both  in  Bible  College  and  at  Liberty  University.  Based 
upon  this  conservative  education  I  believe  it  is  critical  to 
the  study  of  Scripture.  The  Bible  student  needs  to  know 
the  correct  method  of  biblical  interpretation,  so  they  do 
not  confuse  the  voice  of  God  with  the  voice  of  man. 

We  need  to  know  the  rules  of  hermeneutics  to  protect 
us  from  folly  and  error.  The  result  is  that  with  erratic 
hermeneutics  the  Bible  has  been  made  the  source  of 
confusion  rather  than  light.  In  fact,  many  doctrinal 
variations  in  Christendom  are  due  to  differences  in 
interpretation.  We  need  to  adequately  bridge  the  gap 
between  our  minds  and  that  of  the  writers  of  Scripture. 
We  need  to  be  careful  not  to  imply  a  literal  interpretation 
where  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  author  or  to  presuppose 
or  allegorize  where  the  author  did  not  intend  this  method. 
To  use  either  method  wholly  can  lead  to  misinterpretation 
of  the  Scripture. 

Often  I  have  heard  some  individuals  state  the  following, 
"I  have  read  no  man's  books.  I  have  consulted  no  man- 
made  commentaries.  I  have  gone  right  to  the  Bible  to  see 
what  it  had  to  say  for  itself."  "This  sounds  very  spiritual, 
but  is  lacking  in  wisdom.  It  is  also  veiled  egotism."  It 
is  a  subtle  affirmation  that  a  man  can  adequately  know 
the  Bible  apart  from  the  untiring,  godly,  consecrated 
scholarship  of  men  like  Calvin,  Bengel,  Alford,  Lange, 
Elliot,  or  Moule." 


After  growing  up  in  a  Holiness  &  Pentecostal 
background  I  found  myself  searching  the  Scriptures  to 
find  where  I  stood  theologically.  Through  the  study  of 
Scriptures  both  through  religious  education  and  through 
personal  Bible  study,  through  15  years  of  exposure  to 
several  Army  Chaplains  faith  I  determined  fully  that  I 
was  a  Free  Will  Baptist.  Upon  separating  from  the  Army 
our  family  joined  an  independent  Free  Will  Baptist 
church  and  I  entered  the  public  ministry  in  2003. 

After  spending  five  years  as  an  independent  our  family 
joined  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination  in 
2005  with  the  preconceived  mindset  that  this  organization 
was  a  place  based  upon  the  Articles  of  Faith  where  unity 
could  exist  despite  differences  through  Christ.  In  this 
time  I  have  witnessed  alienation  between  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ  within  our  denomination  and  within 
conferences.  I  too,  as  stated  by  others,  already  have  been 
greatly  discouraged  by  the  events  that  are  occurring 
within  our  denomination. 

Based  upon  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  our  history  the 
Conference  is  the  highest  tribunal  of  our  denomination 
and  matters  of  government.  When  groups  are  formed  to 
try  to  force  changes  upon  individual  conferences  it  violates 
t\\t  Articles  of  Faith.  Changes  occur  within  the  conference. 
When  five  of  the  seven  conferences  come  to  agreement 
then  the  Convention  can  make  changes  to  the  Articles 
of  Faith.  The  Articles  of  Faith  provide  the  opportunity  for 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  within  our  fellowship  to 
make  different  applications  of  some  beliefs. 

article  continued  on  page  36 


Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity!  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head,  i 
that  ran  down  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard:  that  went  down 
to  the  skirts  of  his  garments;  As  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew 
that  descended  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion:  for  there  the  LORD  \ 
commanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore  (Psalm  133:1-3). 
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This  past  year,  I  received  one  of  the  greatest  privileges  I  am  thankful  to  my  former  pastor  (Mike  Scott) 

of  my  brief  ministerial  career.  I  v\^as  offered  a  faculty  who,  during  those  confusing  days,  figuratively  took 

position  in  the  Religion  Department  of  our  OFWB  me  by  the  hand  and  literally  carried  me  to  visit  an 

Denominational  Ministry  at  Mount  Olive  College.  institution  affiliated  with  the  OFWB  Denomination. 

The  first  year  has  truly  been  a  learning  process  as  I  have  He  also  shared  with  me  all  of  the  information  about 

sought  to  become  proficient  in  several  of  the  duties  over  our  denominational  ministry  of  Christian  higher 

which  I  am  responsible.  education,  Mount  Olive  College.  When  I  asked  my 

Among  the  duties,  which  are  spelled  out  in  my  pastor  which  institution  he  would  prefer  for  me  to 

job  description,  offering  a  helping  hand  to  ministers  attend  (to  his  credit)  he  stated  that  it  was  God's  place 

(licensed  or  ordained)  who  are  preparing  to  serve  God  to  lead  me  in  that  decision  and  that  therefore  he  would 

is  one  of  the  most  important.  Anyone  who  has  struggled  not  suggest  a  course  of  action.  I  am  absolutely  certain 

with  (or  is  currently  struggling  through)  the  process  of  that  God  led  me  to  Mount  Olive  College,  then  further 

discerning  a  call  into  the  gospel  ministry  knows  that  it  to  Duke  Divinity  School,  and  now  is  currently  leading 

can  be  a  lonely  and  often  quite  daunting  experience.  me  in  the  Doctoral  program  at  Campbell  University 

I  well  remember  the  discernment  process  of  my  call  Divinity  School, 

into  the  gospel  ministry  and  how  overwhelmed  I  felt.  I  am  a  firm  believer  that  God  uses  our  experiences 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  ordained?  Do  I  have  to  be  (both  positive  and  negative)  for  God's  glory  in  the 

ordained  to  fulfill  my  calling  to  preach?  What  are  Kingdom's  service.  My  experience  of  discerning  the 

the  requirements  for  ordination?  Do  I  have  to  attend  call  into  the  gospel  ministry,  as  well  as  the  secondary 

college  to  fill  these  requirements?  How  can  I  fill  these  call  for  preparation,  has  qualified  me  to  relate  to 

requirements  and  continue  to  work  and  provide  for  my  anyone  who  finds  themselves  in  the  daunting  place  of 

family?  answering  their  call. 

article  continued  on  page  36 
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By  Wesley  Brown,  printed  with  permission  of  the  Kinston  Free  Press. 


LA  GRANGE— One  hint  after  another, 
the  suspicion  grew. 

Then  Oscar  Herring  dropped  a 
bombshell,  unleashing  his  "final  clue" 
of  who  the  La  Grange  Chamber  of 
Commerce  named  as  its  Administrative 
Professional  of  the  Year  for  2011. 

A  smile  grew  across  Janet  Brown's  face, 
and  a  group  of  women  from  White  Oak 
Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  covered 
their  mouths  in  shock  as  they  looked 
toward  her. 

The  La  Grange  Chamber  of  Commerce 
calls  this  "the  ambush" — launching 
covert  operations  the  weeks  preceding 
its  bi-annual  banquets  to  surprise  its 
administrative  professional,  small 
business  and  citizen  of  the  year  winners. 

"Someone  has  to  account  for  telling  a 
story  because  I  was  told  it  was  someone 
else  from  White  Oak  Grove  who  was 
getting  this  award  and  that  I  needed  to 
come  and  support  her,"  said  Brown. 

Instead,  she,  and  local  Nationwide 
Insurance  agent  Jeff  Howard,  became 
the  latest  victims  in  the  secret  schemes  at 
the  chamber's  spring  celebration  Tuesday 
night  in  the  La  Grange  Garden  Club. 
Howard's  company  was  named  Small 
Business  of  the  Year. 

"Usually,  I  am  not  at  a  loss  of  words, 
but  all  I  can  say  right  now  is  thank  you," 
a  humbled  Brown  continued,  holding 
the  plaque  bestowed  to  her  by  Chamber 
of  Commerce  President  Craig  Jones  in 
honor  of  the  award. 

Herring,  a  member  of  the  chamber, 
told  a  crowd  of  50  in  his  introductory 
remarks  Brown  won  Administrative 
Professional  of  the  Year  because  she  has 
devoted  herself  to  a  life  of  service  in  the 
community,  with  the  chamber  and  at  her 
church  since  coming  to  La  Grange  54 
years  ago. 

"Her  community  involvement  is  a 
personal  testimony  that  she  cares  for 
all  mankind  and  her  love  is  transmitted 
through  her  warm  smile  as  she  greets 
each  person  she  meets,"  Herring  said. 

Brown  has  a  knack  for  helping  others 
discover  their  calling  in  life.  Herring 
said.  As  an  educator  with  the  Lenoir 


Janet  Brown,  award  recipient  and  member 
of  White  Oak  Grove  Church 

County  Schools  and  White  Oak  Grove's 
Adult  Sunday  School,  Brown  has  been 
recognized  on  the  local,  state  and  national 
levels  in  both  fields  as  an  "Outstanding 
Vocational  Teacher." 

"She  lives  in  her  faith  and  to  those 
around  her,  she  is  a  great  encouragement," 
said  Anne  Rouse,  who  attends  church  with 
Brown.  The  two  have  been  friends  for  30 
years.  "I  am  very  much  proud  of  her." 

She  has  served  for  46  years  as  the 
church's  treasurer  and  during  that  time  has 
joined  the  parish's  finance  committee  and 
woman's  auxiliary.  After  her  retirement 
from  the  school  system,  she  went  to 
work  at  Southern  Florist  and  is  currently 
employed  at  Cardinal  Chemicals.  She  has 
held  all  officer  positions  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  has  to  offer  and  is  a  former 
board  member  at  Camp  Vandemere,  a 
Christian  summer  camp  and  weekend 
retreat  center  in  Pamlico  County. 

Brown  said  she  will  hang  her  newest 
plaque  on  her  "Wall  of  Honor"  in  her 
home  office  next  to  her  diplomas  and 
career  awards. 


On  your  side 

Howard  thought  when  he  arrived  a  few 
minutes  late  to  the  banquet  that  it  was 
the  three-layered  strawberry  cake  in  his 
hands  that  had  people  warmly  greeting 
him  at  the  door. 

Of  course,  he  also  thought  it  could  have 
been  the  way  people  are  in  La  Grange. 

But  he  had  no  idea  it  was  largely 
because  the  chamber  would  soon  crown 
him  as  the  winner  of  its  Small  Business 
of  the  Year  award. 

"It  is  kind  of  an  open  door  policy  here 
where  love  abounds  between  good  friends 
and  good  neighbors,"  Howard  said. 

Then  Herring  started  noting  the 
recipient  was  a  former  president-elect, 
president  and  vice  president  of  the 
chamber  and  an  active  member  to  this 
day,  assisting  with  litter  sweeps  and 
raffles. 

Howard  did  some  check  downs  in  the 
crowd,  and  said  to  himself,  "Nah,  it's  not 
me. 

Everybody  knew  it  was  Howard  when 
Herring  said,  "His  business  is  known  for 
excellent  customer  service  and  customer 
satisfaction  is  its  No.  1  goal." 

Howard  still  was  unsure  until  Herring 
named  JefiF  Howard  Agency,  Nationwide 
Insurance,  as  the  Small  Business  of  the 
Year. 

"Very  seldom  do  I  find  myself 
speechless,  but  this  caught  me  completely 
off^ guard,"  Howard  said. 

The  reason  for  Howard's  tardiness 
speaks  to  the  reason  he  got  the  reward. 
Howard  stayed  in  the  office  Tuesday  past 
5  P.M.  to  finish  up  the  paperwork  on  a 
client's  automobile  and  boat  policies.  He 
then  went  home  to  change  and  help  his 
wife,  Lynn,  put  the  final  touches  on  the 
cake,  a  crowd  favorite. 

"He  works  hard  to  make  everyone 
happy,"  Lynn  Howard  said.  "He  is  my 
peaceful  man." 

Howard  said  he  was  honored  to  receive 
the  award  and  that  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to 
have  a  business  in  La  Grange. 

"We  love  it  and  plan  on  being  here  for  a 
long  time,"  he  said. 
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>^   y  \  \^  jr*    with  Celia  Hales 

TRUST  IN  THE  LORD 

"Trust  in  the  LORD  with  all  thine  heart;  and  lean  not  unto  thine  own  understanding. 
In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall  direct  thy  paths"  (Proverbs  3:5-6). 


The  above  passage  from  the  Old  Testament  is  closer  to  a 
maxim  to  me  than  any  other  Bible  verse.  I  recall  it  to  mind 
more  than  any  other.  There  is  a  story  behind  this. 

When  I  v\^as  eight  years  old  and  in  the  third  grade,  our 
school  was  visited  one  year  by  an  evangelist  who  encouraged 
the  reading  and  memorization  of  Bible  verses.  This  was  in 
the  years  prior  to  the  strict  separation  of  church  and  state 
that  we  know  today.  All  of  us  were  given  small  testaments, 
with  a  card  in  the  front  that  listed  specific  Bible  verses  to 
be  memorized.  It  was  a  step-by-step  process,  and  after  each 
milestone  was  completed,  there  was  a  "reward"  in  the  form 
of  some  tangible  gift  given  in  recognition  of  the  Bible  verses 
memorized  and  recited  to  our  teacher. 

The  milestone  that  I  remember  best  was  about  midway 
in  the  program.  I  had  memorized  the  requisite  verses,  and 
when  the  evangelist  came  to  our  school  auditorium  to  preach 
to  us  and  to  recognize  our  achievement,  I  remember,  at  my 
turn,  going  up  to  a  room  beside  the  stage,  and  picking  out 
rather  quickly  a  plaque  made  of  stiff  cardboard  that  said,  in 
script  letters  with  glitter,  "Trust  in  the  Lord."  I  kept  that 
plaque  for  a  long,  long  time,  displaying  it  in  my  childhood 
bedroom. 

I  know  that  I  did  not  look  over  all  the  options  in  plaques. 
As  soon  as  my  eyes  lit  on  the  one  that  I  chose,  I  reached 
out  and  made  that  my  selection.  Little  did  I  know  then  that 
the  biblical  passage  from  which  this  quotation  came  would 
become  so  important  to  me  as  I  matured. 

I  have  always  been  one  who  analyzes  a  lot.  This  is  not 
necessarily  a  bad  trait,  but  it  can  leave  out  God.  If  one 
mulls  over  all  the  options  and  then  makes  a  choice  among 
them  without  consulting  divine  authority,  one  is  very  likely 
to  make  the  wrong  choice.  When  my  first  boyfriend  (I 
was  16)  later  dumped  me  in  my  freshman  year  of  college, 
I  remember  going  over  and  over  what  I  knew  of  him  to 
try  to  figure  out — totally  out  of  the  blue — whether  or  not 
he  would  ever  call  again  (he  didn't).  This  example  meant  a 
lot  to  me  at  the  time,  but  I  now  know  that  it  was  a  small 
blimp  in  a  much  larger  fabric  of  life.  I  tell  you  about  it  now 


to  explain  that  analysis  can  only  get  you  so  tar.  Certainly 
analysis  could  not  tell  me  if  that  young  man  would  ever  date 
me  again. 

As  time  has  gone  by,  I  have  come  to  rely  more  and  more 
upon  asking  for  God's  help  in  my  decisions.  I  still  try  to 
gather  the  relevant  facts,  but  I  do  not  struggle  so  to  make 
something  of  them.  I  try  to  let  God  lead  the  way.  My  "own 
understanding"  is  never  enough,  and  that  is  part  of  what  the 
quotations  from  Proverbs  would  teach  us. 

This  is  the  all-important  topic  of  guidance,  and  guidance 
is  an  important  part  of  the  message  that  I  have  learned  over 
my  lifetime.  If  guidance  says  "no,"  and  I  am  clear  about 
this  negation,  then  I  do  not  act,  for  to  do  so  would  invite 
disaster.  God  does  speak  with  a  silent  voice,  but  the  voice  is 
loud  when  the  heart  is  open. 

Do  I  always  follow  guidance?  No.  I  am  not  yet  that 
dedicated.  But  I  do  recognize  that  I  have  fallen  away  from 
the  best  that  can  be  set  before  me,  and  I  try  to  right  my 
pathway  as  soon  as  possible  after  taking  a  wrong  turn.  None 
of  us  is  infallible,  and  none  of  us  understands  guidance 
clearly  all  the  time.  And  sometimes  we  make  mistakes 
about  what  we  "hear."  So  we  try  once  again,  and  when  we 
try  enough,  we  often  succeed. 

"Trust  in  the  Lord."  What  better  way  could  we  live  our 
lives  than  to  open  our  heart  to  let  God  show  us  what  to  do 
or  say  next? 
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P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwb.org 

Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Convention  Update 

A  Century  of  Grace 


The  99'''  Session  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Convention  is  history.  What  a  great  three 
days  of  worship,  fellowship,  learning,  feasting, 
and  fun.  Powerful  messages  brought  our  focus 
back  to  winning  the  lost  to  Christ.  The  talents 
of  our  people  were  used  as  instruments  of  praise 
to  celebrate  the  greatness  of  our  God.  Fun  and 
laughter  filled  our  late  nights.  The  awesome 
diversity  of  ministry  within  our  ranks  exploded 
its  way  through  the  mid-week  service.  And, 
through  it  all  there  was  a  sweet  fragrance  of  unity 
and  harmony  adorning  the  body  of  Christ.  As 
one  visitor  exclaimed,  "If  this  is  what  you  do  for 
the  99'''  Session,  I  can't  wait  to  see  what  you  have 
planned  for  the  100'''!" 

The  2012  Session  is  being  proclaimed  as  "A 
Century  of  Grace,"  and  the  following  resolution 
was  endorsed  by  unanimous  vote  at  this  year's 
Convention: 


WHEREAS,  we  will  be  celebrating  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  next  year, 
THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that 
each  minister,  church  and  ministry  affiliated 
with  this  convention  make  a  special  effort  to 
recognize  this  special  occasion  within  their 
churches  and  ministries  in  support  of  the 
Century  of  Grace  Campaign. 


The  Convention  Executive  Committee  and  the 
Headquarters  staff  are  anxiously  anticipating  an 
overwhelming  show  of  support  from  our  churches 
and  ministries  so  that  we  may  continue  to  provide, 
and  expand,  our  wide  range  of  services  to  you. 
These  services  include  information  processing 
for  several  of  our  ministries,  training  sessions, 
workshops,  emailing,  pulpit  supply,  directory 
service,  awards  programs,  consulting,  and  much 
more.  The  Headquarters  staff,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  is  also  responsible 
for  all  set-up,  registration,  programming,  and 
other  logistical  work  before,  during  and  after 
each  annual  Convention  session.  This  office  has 
truly  become  the  go-to  place  for  any  and  all 
information  about  the  OFWB  denomination. 

Now,  what  is  the  true  value  of  such  an 
organization?  How  about  70  cents?  That's  right; 
your  gift  of  just  70  cents  per  day  ($21  per  month) 
in  combination  with  other  faithful  friends  will 
provide  the  resources  necessary  to  expand  the 
ministry  of  the  OFWB  Headquarters.  Take  a 
look  at  the  next  page  and  then  ask  God  how  you 
can  assist  in  this  campaign.  Let's  continue  the 
spirit  of  the  2011  Convention  and  grow  in  unity 
and  in  the  Holy  Spirit  as  we  once  again  focus 
on  helping  one  another  and  winning  the  lost  to 
Christ.  Remember,  it  is  only  70  cents  per  day! 

For  more  information,  contact  us  at  252-746-4963 
or  e-mail  at  <ofwb.hq@ofwb.org>. 
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Celebrating  100  Years  of  Ministry 

A  Century  of  Grace 


A  $100,000 Journey  through  the  OFWB  Convention's 
100"'  Year  ending  May  21-23,  2013 

Understanding  the  importance  of  our  Denominational  Headquarters,  I  wish  to 
become  a  Partner  in  the  lOO'""  Anniversary  Campaign  and  do  hereby  pledge  the 
total  of  $500  to  our  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Headquarters  payable  as  indicated: 

(Check  One) 

  Amount  in  full  or  One  Time  Gift  of  $   

  Annual  gifts  of  $250  payable  on  

  20  monthly  payments  of  $25  (June  '11  to  Jan.  '13) 

  25  monthly  payments  of  $20  (May '11  to  May '13) 

  $5  weekly  (June  2011  to  April  2013) 

  Other   

Upon  receipt  of  your  first  tax-deductible  gift,  you  will  be  sent  monthly 
,  reminders  which  will  include  a  complete  summary  of  your  contributions. 

Name:  

Mailing  Address:  

City:  State:   Zip:   

E-Mail  Address:   

Phone  Number:   

Gifts  Payable  to:  OFWB  Headquarters,  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513 


Who  Can  Participate  in  this  100""  Anniversary  Celebration? 

Churches  •  Sunday  Schools  •  S.S.  Classes  •  Youth  Groups 
Women's  Auxiliaries  •  Men's  Fellowships  •  Laymen's  Leagues 
Choirs  •  Individuals  •  Families 
Anyone  with  a  heart  for  service 


How  can  we  raise  the  funds? 

Car  Washes  •  Bake  Sales  •  Yard  Sales  •  Suppers  •  Pocket  Change 
Offerings  at  the  Door  •  Community /Business  Canvas 


OFWB  INTERNATIONAL 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbi.org 


Church  Leaders  Seminar 

PALAWAN,  PHILIPPINES 


BY  THE  REVEREND  ALVIN  DAGOT 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  the  South  District 
of  Palawan  held  a  Church  Leaders  Seminar  on  March  12, 
19,  and  26,  201 1.  These  meetings  were  held  in  the  following 
churches:  Abo-Abo,  Apo-Aporawan,  and  Balacan.  The 
participants  were  glad  to  see  each  other  once  again.  The 
enormous  performance  of  the  Praise  and  Worship  Team 
drew  the  participants  closer  to  God  and  enhanced  the 
topics  shared  by  the  speakers.  Listed  are  the  pastors  who 
spoke  and  their  topics:  The  Rev.  June  Buscano  spoke  on 
the  topic,  "A  Growing  Relationship  to  the  Church."  The 
Rev.  Jimmy  Ombang  shared  about  "The  Leaders  of  the 
Church,"  and  I  spoke  on  "Be  Faithful  in  Giving  to  the 
Work  of  God."  We  also  shared  in  the  Lord's  Supper  and 
Washing  of  the  Saint's  Feet. 

On  the  last  part  of  the  seminar  the  Holy  Spirit  moved 
in  the  hearts  of  everyone  through  the  message  from 


God's  Word  by  the  Rev.  Marcos  Taladro.  Pastors  moved 
forward,  dedicating  their  lives  once  again  to  the  Lord. 
Workers  and  delegates  came  forward,  promising  to 
support  their  pastor  in  ministry  no  matter  what  they 
may  encounter  along  the  way  in  serving  God.  Tears 
flowed,  broken  relationships  were  mended,  apologies 
were  extended,  and  forgiveness  was  released.  God  indeed 
refreshed,  strengthened,  and  revitalized  each  of  us  to  be 
more  faithful  to  God  in  doing  His  ministry  that  has  been 
entrusted  to  us. 

Delicious  and  healthy  meals  were  served.  Each  one 
went  home  encouraged,  refreshed,  and  refueled  once 
again  to  go  back  to  their  respective  areas,  willing  to  go 
the  extra  mile  in  ministry  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Praise  the  Lord  for  God's  provision  and  a  great  success 
throughout  the  seminar.  To  God  be  the  glory  forever  and 
ever.  Amen! 
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Director  Jones  Visits 
Palawan,  Philippines 

BY  THE  REVEREND  ALVIN  DAGOT 

We  are  very  much  blessed  here  in  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Balacan,  Brooke's  Point.  Every  time 
that  our  beloved  Foreign  Missions  Director,  the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  comes  to  the  Philippines,  he  does  not 
forget  to  visit  and  encourage  our  brethren  here  in 
Southern  Palawan. 

On  April  5,  2011  at  5  p.m.,  Director  Jones  and  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  headed  by  the  Rev.  Andrino  Segay, 
arrived  here  in  Brooke's  Point  FFWB  Church.  Everybody 
was  excited.  We  started  our  program  with  singing  led 
by  Sister  Leila  Dagot.  A  cute  presentation  was  given  by 
our  three  daughters;  Kim  wore  a  costume  of  a  teacher, 
Chen  wore  a  costume  of  a  nurse,  and  Deah  wore  a  police 
costume.  Everyone  enjoyed  their  presentation. 

Everyone  was  full  of"  joy  and  encouraged,  especially 
hearing  once  again  the  message  of  the  Rev.  Jones.  His 
topic  was  about  "llie  Lone  Survivor."  He  told  us  that 
we  can  survive  if  we  have  Jesus  Christ  in  our  lives.  The 
Rev.  Mark  Taladro  was  the  interpreter. 

We  very  much  appreciate  the  goodness  of  God  through 
our  Foreign  Missions  Director  and  his  concern  and 
support  for  the  work  of  God  here  in  the  Philippines. 

At  the  last  part  of  our  program,  we  made  a  circle 
and  held  hands.  We  prayed  together  and  gave  the  glory 
and  honor  to  the  Lord  God  Almighty  for  all  that  was 
accomplished.  We  have  victory  in  Jesus  Name.  Amen! 
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bdiAcatioyial  OpportiAyiities  at 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Space  Available  for  First  Time  Freshmen  and  College  Transfers 

Students  who  have  not  yet  made  a  college  decision,  or  need  a  change  in  their  plans,  can  find  a  place  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  Scholarships  and  residential  hall  space  is  available.  Contact  Tim  Woodard,  Director  of  Admissions,  at 
<twoodard@moc.edu>  or  call  (800)  653-0854. 

Scholarships  and  Grants 

OFWB  members  attending  MOC  full-time  in  the  daytime  program  receive  a  $3,000  grant  annually.  Merit  and 
leadership  awards  are  also  available  for  $3,000  and  $4,000  respectively.  Students,  who  plan  to  live  on  campus,  if 
receiving  Merit  or  Leadership  awards,  get  an  extra  $1,000  per  year. 

Accepted  Students 

There  is  no  waiting  until  fall  semester  to  find  out  what  your  class  schedule  will  be  like.  We'll  introduce  you  to  your 
academic  advisor  who  will  help  you  make  your  class  schedule  when  you  come  for  you  admissions  appointment. 
Contact  Tim  Woodard,  Director  of  Admissions,  at  <twoodard@moc.edu>  or  call  (800)  653-0854. 

Welcome  Week 

Begins  on  Saturday,  August  1 3,  for  new  freshmen.  Dan  Sullivan,  Vice  President  for  Student  Development,  and  his  staff 
have  planned  a  great  first  week  for  newcomers.  To  learn  more,  contact  <admissions@moc.edu>  or  visit  <www.moc. 
edu>  and  check  out  fall  activities. 

Move  in  Days 

New  Freshmen  can  move  into  their  residence  halls  on  Saturday,  August  1 3.  A  full  day  of  activities  has  been  planned 
so  that  new  students  and  their  families  can  get  started  on  their  college  adventure.  New  transfer  students  can  move  in 
on  Sunday,  August  14,  and  there  will  be  a  special  social  event  that  evening  in  honor  of  all  new  students.  A  Candlelight 
Convocation  at  the  crosswalk  will  be  held  in  the  evening. 

ONE-NIGHT-A-WEEK:  College  Programs  for  Adults 

Mount  Olive  College  offers  programs  for  adults  who  have  little  or  no  college  experience  as  well  as  for  students  who 
have  already  acquired  some  college  credit. To  find  out  how  you  can  complete  your  associate  and/or  bachelor  degree, 
contact  the  location  nearest  you  for  more  information  about  our  ONE-NIGHT-A-WEEK  programs.  MOC  Programs  are 
available  at  Mount  Olive,  New  Bern,  Washington,  Wilmington  and  Research  Triangle  Park.  Call  (800)  NEW  GOAL  to  be 
connected  the  location  nearest  you,  or  visit  <www.moc.edu>  to  learn  more. 

Multiple  Start  Dates 

Fall  enrollment  dates  are  available  now.  Semesters  are  divided  into  three  5-week  sessions  A,  B,  and  C  thus  making 
it  possible  to  begin  classes  at  nine  different  start  dates  throughout  the  year.  Each  class  meets  for  5  weeks  from  6-1 0 
P.M.  one  night  a  week. 

Programs  Available 

Upper  level  programs  leading  to  the  bachelor's  degree  include  Management  and  Organizational  Development, 
Management  of  Information  Systems,  Health  Care  Management,  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology,  Early  Childhood 
Education,  and  Religion.  Students  with  little  or  no  college  can  start  their  general  education  courses  if  they  are  21  or 
older  and  have  graduated  from  high  school  or  have  their  GED.  Call  (800)  NEW  GOAL  to  be  directed  to  the  location 
nearest  you  or  visit  <www.moc.edu>  to  learn  more. 
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"On  a  Mission"  at  Mount  Olive  College 


Mount  Olive  College  has  the 
privilege  of  creating  an  atmosphere 
where  students  can  come  and  discern 
the  calling  on  their  life.  Few  students 
though,  are  hit  with  the  calling  of 
being  full-time  missionaries.  This  is 
the  case  for  senior  religion  major  Kayla 
Pridgen,  a  local  of  Wilson,  North 
Carolina  and  a  member  at  Mount  Zion 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

Although  Kayla  felt  God  calling  her 
to  missions  early  in  her  life,  making 
the  decision  to  follow  God  into  the 
mission  field  was  not  an  easy  one  for 
her. 

"When  I  was  15,"  Kayla  stated,  "God 
called  me  to  be  a  missionary,  but  I 
struggled  to  accept  that  God  wanted 
me  to  commit  my  life  to  full-time 
ministry." 

Early  in  her  teenage  years,  Kayla 
attended  a  church  service  at  Mount 
Zion  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  where  she  first  felt  the  call  to 
missions.  Kayla  loved  what  she  heard 
from  the  youth  that  day. 

"The  first  Sunday  my  family 
and  I  attended,  the  youth  gave  a 
presentation  about  their  recent  mission 


trip  to  Mexico  to  build  homes  for  the 
underprivileged.  I  immediately  knew 
I  wanted  to  join  with  the  youth  the 
following  year,"  Kayla  recalls. 

For  the  next  few  summers,  Kayla 
joined  the  youth  to  minister  all  over 
America  in  their  mission  endeavors. 
While  she  enjoyed  almost  every  aspect 
of  missionary  work,  Kayla  said  at  that 
point  in  her  life  she  "had  no  desire  to 
become  a  missionary." 


Kayla  went  on  to  attend  Mount  Olive 
College  to  study  child  psychology,  but 
she  again  felt  that  God  was  calling 
her  to  missions  when  she  went  to  the 
Dominican  Republic  at  the  age  of  19. 
During  her  trip,  Kayla  said  she  "felt  a 
joy  that  only  a  life  committed  to  the 
will  of  God  could  bring." 

Since  that  time  Kayla  has  grabbed 
hold  of  the  calling  on  her  life,  Kayla  has 
excelled  in  her  studies  at  Mount  Olive 
College  where  she  recently  received 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial 
Award  at  the  College's  Annual  Award 
Ceremony.  Searching  for  knowledge 
and  truth,  Kayla  said  Mount  Olive 
College  has  truly  transformed  her  life. 
"I  have  not  only  gained  knowledge  at 
the  College,  but  that  knowledge  has 
molded  me  into  a  better  instrument  for 
God's  use." 

When  she  graduates  from  Mount 
Olive  College,  Kayla  plans  to  move 
to  Atlanta,  Georgia  and  participate  in 
the  six-month  Discipleship  Training 
School  (DTS)  to  further  prepare  her 
for  mission  work.  After  completing 
her  training,  she  plans  to  continue  the 
program  in  Australia  where  she  will 
receive  medical  training  to  diagnose 
and  treat  prevalent  diseases  within 
developing  nations  such  as  Papua  New 
Guinea. 

With  her  bright  future  in  mind, 
Kayla  expressed,  "I  have  accepted 
God's  calling  upon  my  life  to  become 
a  full-time  missionary  and  I  am  now 
taking  steps  to  further  my  education 
and  strengthen  the  skills  and  talents 
that  God  has  blessed  me  with." 

Although  Kayla  anticipates  moving 
across  the  world  as  a  missionary,  she 
is  very  active  at  home  in  her  church 
and  community.  She  teaches  Sunday 
School  to  three  through  six  years  olds, 
volunteers  for  Mission  of  Mercy,  and 
serves  as  a  Client  Assistance  Program 
worker  for  a  child  with  special  needs 
in  her  area.  Kayla  is  the  granddaughter 
of  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Langley. 
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Mount  Olive  College  Honors  Students  Visit  Ireland 


Every  year  Mount  Olive  College  Honors 
Program  participants  have  the  opportunity 
to  travel  abroad.  This  year's  participants 
spent  eight  days  touring  Ireland  and 
soaking  in  all  that  "The  Emerald  Isle"  had 
to  offer. 

To  prepare  for  the  journey,  the  Honors 
students  spent  the  past  year  researching 
their  destination  of  choice  preparing  them 
to  not  only  enjoy  their  trip,  but  to  be 
intellectually  involved  and  informed. 

The  MOC  group  left  from  Charlotte 
and  traveled  overnight  to  Dublin,  the 
capitol  city  of  Ireland.  Upon  their  arrival, 
the  honor  students  enjoyed  a  day  of  leisure 
and  accommodation  in  Dublin,  a  town 
full  of  history  and  one  that  is  inhabited 
by  1.2  million  people,  a  quarter  of  Ireland's 
population. 

Jelena  Atkins,  a  senior  biology  major  from 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina  expressed  that 
the  group  could  not  have  chosen  a  better 
time  to  be  in  Dublin. 

"Dublin's  streets  were  flooded  with 
anxious  people  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
Queen  of  England  and  President  Obama. 
Their  presence  made  this  trip  a  historical 
and  memorable  time  in  Ireland." 

Other  stops  included  St.  Patrick's 
Cathedral  and  Trinity  College,  two  of  the 
most  renowned  landmarks  in  all  of  Ireland. 
Day  three  began  with  a  trip  through  the 
Phoenix  Park,  which  houses  the  home  of 


Ireland's  President  Mary  McAleese.  The 
group  ended  their  day  at  the  medieval  town 
of  Waterford  after  a  trip  to  Kilkenny  where 
they  witnessed  the  historical  Kilkenny 
Castle. 

Day  four  included  a  visit  to  the  15th 
century  Blarney  Castle,  where  the  Honors 
group  had  the  opportunity  to  climb  the 
steps  of  the  castle  to  kiss  the  famous 
Blarney  Stone.  The  world  famous  "Ring  of 
Kerry"  was  the  focus  of  day  five.  The  group 
spent  the  entire  day  touring  the  landmark 
which  is  located  in  Killarney  National 
Park  and  spans  179  kilometers  of  road  in 
the  shape  of  a  ring.  The  Ring  of  Kerry  is 
home  to  some  of  the  finest  beaches  and 
colorful  architecture  in  all  of  Ireland. 

Christopher  Allen,  senior  fine  arts 
major  from  Kenly,  NC,  commented  on 
the  serenity  of  the  Ring  of  Kerry  saying, 
"The  tour  offered  a  great  contrast  between 
the  hustle  and  bustle  of  city  life  in  Dublin 
and  the  quaint  life  of  small  villages. .  .It  felt 
as  if  we  time-traveled  and  stepped  back 
in  to  Ireland's  past  by  way  of  the  ancient 
castles  and  magnificent  Cathedrals  or 
'CaTEEdrals'  as  the  Irish  pronounce  it." 

After  resting  for  the  night  in  Killarney, 
the  Honors  group  tackled  the  winds  atop 
of  the  Cliffs  of  Moher,  an  impressive  wall 
of  rock  that  towers  some  700  feet  above 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Audrey  Owens,  senior 
business  administration  major  from  Wilson, 


said  that  the  winds  were  blowing  60  mph 
and  that  "we  could  barely  walk  around 
without  bumping  in  to  each  other." 

The  high  winds  did  not  hinder  the 
experience  forOwens  though.  "Overlooking 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  North  Carolina 
every  summer  does  not  even  come  close  to 
seeing  it  in  Ireland  700  feet  up  in  the  air," 
Owens  said,  "It  was  an  experience  I  will 
never  forget  and  a  sign  of  God's  miraculous 
handiwork." 

As  the  trip  began  to  wind  down,  the 
Honors  students  spent  their  last  day  touring 
the  colorful  town  of  Galway  to  view  the 
Lynch  Stone  and  Galway  Cathedral  before 
returning  to  Dublin  to  enjoy  the  Dublin 
nightlife.  The  next  morning  the  group 
packed  up  and  headed  back  to  the  States. 

Reflecting  on  the  Ireland  experience 
and  the  impact  it  had  on  him  as  a  whole. 
Mount  Olive  College  graduate  and 
Graphic  Design  Associate  Matt  Stevens 
remarked,  "Although  the  history,  sights, 
and  attractions  were  enjoyable,  it  was 
my  interactions  with  people  that  I'll 
most  remember.  This  trip  gave  me  an 
opportunity  to  connect  with  and  share 
unique  experiences  with  students  and 
faculty  of  Mount  Olive  College,  and  a 
chance  to"  meet  and  interact  with  the 
locals.  These  are  the  memories  that  I  will 
cherish  most." 
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Mount  Olive  College  and  Wayne  Community  College 
Partner  to  Enhance  College  Transfer 


Mount  Olive  College  (MOC)  and  Wayne  Community  College 
(WCC)  have  reached  a  partnership  agreement  that  will  enhance 
and  expand  options  for  community  college  students.  The  Mount 
Olive  College  Advantage  (MOCA)  allows  associate  degree 
graduates  from  Wayne  Community  College  to  transfer  seamlessly 
into  the  full  range  of  hachelor  degree  programs  at  any  of  Mount 
Olive  College's  seven  locations  in  eastern  North  Carolina. 

Under  the  arrangement,  which  was  formally  signed  on 
Thursday,  May  26,  WCC  students  are  eligihle  to  apply  for  all  state 
and  federal  financial  aid.  Other  components  ot  the  agreement 
include: 

•  Mount  Olive  College  will  guarantee  admission  and  a  seamless 
acceptance  of  64  credits  from  Wayne  Community  College 
Associate  of  Arts  or  Associate  of  Science  graduates  with  a 
CPA  of  2.0  or  higher  mto  all  Mount  Olive  College  degrees  in 
accordance  with  the  North  Cartilina  Independent  Ct^lleges  and 
Universities  Comprehensive  Articulatitin  Agreement. 

•  Provide  guaranteed  admission  and  acceptance  of  appropriate 
transfer  hours,  up  to  64  credits  from  AAS  programs  with  a 
minimum  CPA  of  2.0  on  a  4.0  scale. 

The  partnership  between  MOC  and  WCC  is  what  Dr.  Philip  P. 
Kerstetter,  president  of  Mount  Olive  College,  says  will  create  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  community  college  students  to  continue 
their  education  and  prepare  them  for  the  future. 


"This  agreement  is  in  keeping  with  the  commitment  of  M(.iunt 
Olive  College  to  offer  high  quality  education,"  said  Kerstetter. 
"Whether  you're  a  student  involved  in  traditional  programs,  or 
one  who  needs  the  flexibility  of  our  degree  completion  programs, 
we  want  you  to  have  the  chance  to  finish  a  four-year  degree." 

Dr.  Kay  Hall  Albertson,  president  of  WCC  agreed,  "Wayne 
Community  College  and  Mount  Olive  College  have  had  a 
wonderful  relationship  for  decades,  both  taking  pride  in  serving 
our  shared  community  and  region  and  building  North  Carolina's 
workforce.  This  agreement  formalizes  the  seamless  transition  from 
WCC's  associate  degrees  into  MOC's  bachelor's  degree  programs 
that  our  graduates  enjoy. 

We  are  pleased  that  our  affiliation  provides  the  opportunity  for 
our  students  to  complete  four  years  of  college  and  benefit  from  a 
full  educational  experience  without  leaving  Wayne  County." 

The  MOC/WCC  partnership  enhances  Mount  Olive  College's 
relationship  with  the  North  Carolina  Community  College  System, 
as  a  participating  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Comprehensive 
Articulation  Agreement. 

Wayne  Community  College  is  a  public,  two-year  college 
located  in  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina  with  an  open-door 
admission  policy.  As  it  works  to  develop  a  highly  skilled  and 
competitive  workforce,  it  serves  15,000  individuals  annually  as 
well  as  businesses,  industry,  and  community  organizations  with 
high  quality,  affordable,  accessible  learning  opportunities. 
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Radford  Twins  Get  Ready  to  Swing  into  Fall  Semester 

at  Mount  Olive  College 


Twins  Heath  and  Marah  Radford  of 
Pikeville  are  just  two  of  the  anticipated 
225  incoming  freshmen  expected  to 
enroll  at  Mount  Olive  College  this  fall. 
The  Radtord  twins,  recent  graduates 
of  Wayne  Early  Middle  College  High 
School  (WEMCHS),  could  have  gone 
to  college  anywhere.  They  chose  MOC 
for  several  reasons. 

"Mount  Olive's  small  class  size  and 
personal  interaction  were  two  of  the 
main  motivating  factors  for  our  decision," 
Marah  said. 

Heath  agreed,  "The  staff  really  took 
the  time  to  talk  to  us  as  individuals.  I 
knew  they  wanted  me  for  me,  not  just  to 
fill  a  seat." 

The  pair,  active  members  of  Black 
Jack  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  was  also  very  familiar  with  the 
quality  educational  programs  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  Heath  hopes  to  one  day 
become  a  librarian  and  therefore  plans 
to  major  in  English  and  then  seek  his 
master's  degree.  Marah  aspires  to  be  a 
teacher  and  plans  to  major  in  elementary 
education  and  minor  in  history.  The 
twins  will  both  participate  in  the  Mount 
Olive  College's  Honors  Program. 

Heath  commented  on  this  opportunity 
saying,  "When  Mount  Olive  College 
invited  me  to  join  their  Honors  Program, 
I  was  very  excited.  Marah  continued, 
"This  experience  will  allow  me  to 
interact  with  students  who  have  similar 
educational  goals." 

Heath  and  Marah  were  born 
prematurely,  with  a  combined  weight  of 
only  a  little  over  nine  pounds. 

"We  were  not  expected  to  live  and 
we  had  to  go  through  a  lot  of  medical 
issues,"  Marah  recalled. 

"Mom  told  us  that  when  we  were  put 
in  the  same  nursery  at  the  hospital,  we 
got  better.  When  we  were  separated,  we 
got  worse,"  Heath  stated. 

The  phenomenon  baffled  some  of  the 
medical  personnel  at  the  hospital,  but 
Marah  and  Heath  believe  that  their 
bond  was  powerful  even  then. 

"We  sometimes  finish  each  other's 
sentences  and  thoughts,"  Heath  said. 


"Heath  and  I  are  opposites,"  Marah 
further  elaborated,  "We  are  the  half  of 
each  other's  whole.  This  is  what  makes 
our  twin  bond  stronger."  In  twin- 
like fashion.  Heath  continued  Marah 
sentence  saying,  "but  that  helps  us 
function  together." 

With  the  fall  semester  just  around  the 
corner,  Marah  and  Heath  are  looking 
forward  to  the  challenges  that  lie  ahead. 

"We  can't  wait  to  start  college,"  they 
chimed  together. 

Heath  and  Marah  are  the  children  of 
the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Pete  Radford. 


Pete  is  pastor  of  Black  Jack  Grove 
OFWB  Church  in  Wayne  County. 

Move  in  day  for  new  students  is 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  August  13. 
Classes  will  begin  on  August  16.  The  last 
summer  orientation  date  is  scheduled  for 
July  23.  According  to  Vice  President  for 
Enrollment  Dr.  Barbara  Kornegay  there 
are  still  opening  for  resident  students 
and  many  scholarship  opportunities 
available.  For  more  information  contact 
the  Admissions  Office  at  (919)  658-2502 
or  visit  <www.moc.edu>. 
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A  Farewell  Reception  was  held  on  May 
4,  2011  at  Mount  Olive  College  honoring 
and  recognizing  those  who  will  be  leaving 
The  College  this  year.  Among  those  leaving 
were  (left  to  right)  Brenda  Edwards,  Jeff 
Daughtry,  and  Dianne  Riley. 

Brenda  Edwards  has  provided  invaluable 
service  to  The  College  for  12  years  (since 
1999)  in  the  office  of  Alumni  Relations  as 
the  Administrative  Assistant.  Brenda  is  a 
member  of  Rains  Crossroads  Church  in 
Johnston  County. 


Farewell  Reception 

Jeff  Daughtry  has  served  The  College 
for  11  years  (since  2000)  in  the  Office  of 
Planned  Giving  and  since  2005  as  Director 
of  Planned  Giving.  Prior  to  becoming 
employed  by  The  College,  Jeff  served  on 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  8  years.  He  is 
pastor  of  May's  Chapel  Church  in  Wayne 
County. 

Dianne  Riley  has  served  The  College 
for  38  years  in  various  roles.  She  served 
24  years  in  the  Admissions  Office,  many 
of  those  years  as  Director  of  Admissions, 


which  carried  her  in  the  homes  of  many 
Free  Will  Baptists  throughout  the  state. 
Her  most  recent  role  has  been  Director  of 
Alumni  Relations  where  she  has  served 
for  14  years.  Dianne  is  a  member  of  the 
Mount  Olive  Church  in  Wayne  County. 

Mount  Olive  College  will  greatly  miss 
their  presence  and  the  valuable  services 
they  have  each  provided  to  the  life  and 
work  of  this  ministry.  Their  outreach  went 
far  beyond  their  assigned  job  descriptions 


The  Purpose  of  MOC  as  a  Christian  Liberal  Arts  Institution 


In  1951  Mount  Allen  Junior  College  (later  named  Mount 
Olive  College)  was  founded  by  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  as  a  two-year  liberal  arts  college.  The  founders 
wanted  a  college  that  would  be  rooted  in  the  historic  faith  of  their 
church  and  one  that  would  be  academically  sound.  The  College 
originated  as  the  vision  and  hope  of  a  few  dedicated  leaders,  with 
the  Reverend  David  W.  Hansley  as  the  principal  spokesman. 

It  was  the  intent  of  the  founders  that  Mount  Olive  should 
be  "a  citadel  for  liberal  arts  education  in  keeping  with  the 
highest  Christian  and  academic  standards."  As  a  ministry 
of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  higher 


education,  the  College  was  established  in  order  to  provide  for 
the  development  of  leadership  in  the  churches  and  to  prepare  its 
students  for  effective  living  in  contemporary  society. 

The  aim  of  the  College  is  to  educate  students  and  to  challenge 
them  to  become  the  whole  persons  that  a  loving  God  intends 
them  to  be.  As  a  ministry  of  the  Convention,  the  College  strives 
to  prepare  students  for  lives  of  useful  service  to  the  churches  and 
communities  where  they  choose  to  live  and  to  the  larger  society. 

Source:  A  Short  History  of  Mount  Olive  College  by  W.  Burkette 
Raper  (pp.  ix,  9-10) 
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FWB  Students  Attend  Freedom  Orientation 


Heath  Radford  (Black  Jack  Grove,  Wayne  County),  Sally  Burton  (Jackson  Heights,  Lenoir  County),  Alexis  Golden 
(Smith's  New  Home,  Lenoir  County),  Hillary  Owens  (Wilson  First,  Wilson  County),  and  Jeanna  Jepsen  (Branch 
Chapel,  Johnston  County) 


Shelley,  Marah,  Heath,  and  Pete  Radford 
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2011  Planning  (Se^ScSioncS 
for  MOC  DinnefcS 

The  schedule  for  the  2010  Planning  Sessions  is  listed  below.  Mount  Olive  College  is  a  ministry  of  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  brought  into  being  to  provide  educational  services  for  the  Church.  Each  church  is  encouraged 
to  have  a  representative  and  its  pastor  attend  the  planning  session  where  up  to  date  information  will  be  provided 
and  plans  made  for  the  annual  College  dinner.  For  additional  information,  please  contact  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Director  of 
Church  Support,  at  (919)  658-7744  or  <jfackiss@moc.edu>,  or  Hope  McPherson  Fields,  Assistant  Director  of  Church 
Support,  at  (919)  658-7714  or  <hfields@moc.edu>.  If  you  are  calling  long  distance,  please  use  (800)  653-0854. 


GREENE  COUNTY 

Thursday,  August  11,  7:00  p.m. 
Hull  Road  Church  near  Snow  Hill 

BEAUFORT  COUNTY 

Friday,  August  12,  7:00  p.m. 
Memorial  Church  near  Chocowinty 

NASH  COUNTY 

Sunday,  August  14,  3:00  p.m. 

Free  Union  Church  near  Spring  Hope 

LENOIR  COUNTY 

Monday,  August  15,  7:00  p.m. 
La  Grange  Church,  La  Grange 

DUPLIN  COUNTY 

Tuesday,  August  16,  7:00  p.m. 
Cabin  Church  near  Beulaville 

WAYNE  COUNTY 

Thursday,  August  18,  7:00  p.m. 
First  Church,  Goldsboro 

ONSLOW-BRUNSWICK  COUNTIES 

Friday,  August  19,  7:00  p.m. 
Folkstone  Church,  Folkstone 

PAMLICO  COUNTY 

Sunday,  August  21,  3:00  p.m. 
Rock  of  Zion  Church,  Grantsboro 

PITT  COUNTY 

Monday,  August  22,  7:00  p.m. 

Reedy  Branch  Church  near  Winterville 


WASHINGTON,  MARTIN,  TYRRELL, 
and  PASQUOTANK  COUNTIES 

Thursday,  August  25,  7:00  p.m. 
Mount  Tabor  Church  near  Creswell 

CARTERET  COUNTY 

Friday,  September  3,  7:00  p.m. 
Crab  Point  Church,  Morehead  City 

JONES  COUNTY 

Sunday,  August  28,  3:00  p.m. 
Friendship  Church  near  Trenton 

WILSON  COUNTY 

Monday,  August  29,  7:00  p.m. 
Daniels  Chapel  Church  near  Wilson 

SAMPSON,  HARNETT, 

and  CUMBERLAND  COUNTIES 

Thursday,  August  30,  7:00  p.m. 

Oak  Grove  Church  near  Newton  Grove 

CRAVEN  COUNTY 

Thursday,  September  1,  7:00  p.m. 
Saint  Mary's  Church,  New  Bern 

JOHNSTON-WAKE  COUNTIES 

Tuesday,  September  6,  7:00  p.m. 
First  Church,  Smithfield 
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Campus  Needs  List 


•  Cleaning  Supplies 

(Lysol,  Pine-Sol,  The  Works,  Pledge) 

•  Trash  Cans  and  Trash  Bags 
(13  gallon  or  larger) 

•  Curtains/Valances 

•  Body  Wash  for  Boys  and  Girls 

•  Soap  (bar) 

•  Soft  Soap 

•  Telephone  Calling  Cards 

•  Gift  Bibles  for  New  Residents  (KJV) 
(call  for  details) 

•  Gift  Cards  for  Restaurants  ($150) 

•  Summer  Trip  Sponsor  ($3,500) 

•  Granite  Benches  for  Heritage  Hall 
(call  for  details) 

•  Paper  Plates,  Napkins,  and  Cups 

•  Canned  soft  drinks  and  bottled 
water  or  juices  and  individually 
wrapped  snacks  for  summer 
recreation  daily  refreshments 

•  Non-Perishable  Food  items 
(call  for  details) 


Campus  Visitors 

Pastor  Ray  Wells,  along  with  members  of  the  Marsh  Swamp 
Church,  Sims,  Layman's  League  came  to  campus  on  July  5  to 
share  a  meal  with  the  children  and  staff  at  the  Home.  Members 
of  their  youth  group  visited  earlier  in  the  day  to  join  in  a  softball 
game  with  the  residents.  The  softball  game  was  Residents  versus 
Staff.  I  tried  to  find  out  the  final  score  from  the  children  here, 
but  for  some  reason,  they  couldn't  seem  to  recall  it.  Oh  well,  the 
meal  was  a  celebration  for  everyone,  so  I  guess  no  one  was  keeping 
score  anyway! 


Thank  You! 

Our  Change  For  Children  campaign  has  come  to 
an  end.  We  extend  to  all  who  participated  in  this 
campaign  our  heart-felt  thanks.  This  campaign 
has  been  successful  in  supplying  funding  for  the 
summer  months  at  The  Home,  when  the  children 
are  out  of  school,  and  extra  food,  transportation, 
electricity,  and  activities  are  needed. 
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Summer  Recreation 
Program. ..Great  Fun! 

Our  summer  recreation  program  is  just  beginning  to 
wind  down.  The  summer  has  been  action  packed  with 
activities,  visits,  and  trips.  These  activities  have  kept  the 
children  and  staff  busy  all  summer.  Some  of  their  favorites 
included  bowling,  crafts,  and  movies,  not  to  mention 
the  trips  to  water  parks  and  other  outings.  These  events 
provided  recreation  and  exercise  for  our  residents,  and 
strengthened  their  social  skills. 

In  conjunction  with  recreation,  the  Associate  Pastor  of 
First  Church,  Wilson,  Doug  Radford,  brought  members 
of  their  youth  group  and  several  youth  leaders  out  to  share 
a  meal,  interact  in  games  with  the  children  here,  and  take 
a  campus  tour.  Randy  Faircloth,  a  member  of  Wilson 
First,  came  along  with  the  group.  Randy  grew  up  at  the 
Children's  Home,  and  took  the  opportunity  to  share  a 
brief  testimony  with  the  current  residents.  He  reminded 
them  that  they  have  choices  to  make  that  can  enhance  or 
hurt  their  future.  And  that  they  can  be  and  do  anything 
they  set  their  minds  to.  He  also  encouraged  them  to  enjoy 
their  lives  at  The  Home  and  make  the  best  of  every  day. 

The  opportunity  for  sharing  with  the  community 
was  included  in  the  activities  of  our  summer  recreation 
program.  The  residents  took  pride  in  creating  "thinking  of 
you"  cards  for  sharing.  Many  of  the  cards  contained  verses 
from  the  Bible,  and  short  sentences  of  encouragement; 
some  just  had  smiley  faces  on  them.  After  the  cards 
were  complete,  a  trip  to  Wilson  to  a  local  rest  home  was 
scheduled.  The  children  carried  their  cards  to  Britt  Haven 
of  Wilson,  and  were  able  to  share  them,  scripture,  and 
singing  with  residents  at  the  rest  home. 

It  was  difiicult  to  tell  which  group  received  the  greatest 
blessing,  Britt  Haven  or  the  Children's  Home.  I  do  know 
that,  at  the  request  of  our  residents,  another  trip  was 
scheduled  to  do  much  the  same  thing.  This  will  be,  yet 
again,  another  opportunity  for  the  children  here  to  learn 
about  the  importance  of  giving  back  to  the  community. 
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Edgewood  Church,  Macclesfield,  NC  contributed  supplies  to  The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  Ministry. 
Without  all  of  our  churches.  Harvest  Connection  would  not  be  able  to  further  His  Kingdom  by  helping  our  fellow 
man. 

Pictured  left  to  right:  Back:  the  Rev.  Tim  Heath,  Coordinator,  Key  Life  Ministry;  Mr.  Bill  Armitage,  Volunteer, 
Harvest  Connection;  the  Rev.  James  Gurganus,  Special  Assistant,  Home  Missions  &  Evangelism.  Front:  the  Rev. 
Harold  Swinson,  Coordinator,  Harvest  Connection;  Ms.  Jean  Bunn,  Member,  Edgewood  Church;  Ms.  Ada  Walston, 
Auxiliary  President,  Edgewood  Church;  the  Rev.  David  Hansley,  Executive  Director,  Home  Missions  &  Evangelism 


The  Kinston  Evening  Rotary  Club  was  honored 
Tuesday  to  have  as  their  guest  speakers,  left  to 
right,  Harold  Swinson,  Laura  Monroe,  and  David 
Hansley,  representing  The  Harvest  Connection. 
Headquartered  in  Kinston,  the  Disaster  Relief 
Ministry  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  responds 
to  disasters  all  over  the  United  States.  Their 
volunteers  provide  assistance  with  rebuilding,  food, 
information  coordination,  and  many  other  needs 
for  disaster  victims.  Harvest  Connection  works 
hand-in-hand  with  NC  Emergency  Management, 
FEMA,  and  other  relief  groups.  Evening  Rotary 
meets  Tuesday,  6  p.m.  at  the  House  of  Wang. 
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SEPTEMBER  is... 


Good  Samaritan  Sunday 

Sunday,  September  25,  201 1 

DON'T  MISS  THE  OPPORTUNITY  on  this  special  Sunday  to  pray  for  The 
Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  and  to  give  a  love  offering  for  financial 
assistance. 
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with  Wyatt  Harvey 


The  significance  of  Clirist  in  young  adults  is  in  wliat 
He  does  througli  tliem,  not  wliat  tine  youth  does,  and 
I  suppose  that  fact  can  be  demonstrated  time  and 
time  again.  One  thing  that  is  important  about  Jesus 
working  through  youth  is  that  He  is  working  early  in 
the  person's  life,  starting  the  transformation  to  a  great 
Christian  and  accomplishing  things  as  the  person 
grows  up.  Many  more  years  of  service  and  wonder  are 
available  to  a  young  person  than  would  be  available  if 
they  wait  until  late  in  life  to  seek  their  place  in  Jesus. 

One  of  these  illustrations  is  painted  well  by  the  story 
of  a  writers'  group  in  England  a  long  time  ago,  called 
the  Inklings. 

Writer  and  professor  C.  S.  Lewis  is  considered  one 
of  the  foremost  modern  Christian  writers.  He  served 
as  faculty  with  Oxford  University  and  through  personal 
speaking,  fictional  and  non-fictional  writing,  and  lay 
theological  and  apologetics  study,  became  a  massive 
and  powerful  voice  for  Christianity.  God  used  this  man 
to  give  us  such  fictional  classics  as  The  Chronicles 
of  Narnia  and  The  Screwtape  Letters,  and  many, 
many  non-fictional  studies  on  Christianity,  like  Mere 
Christianity.  He  gave  weekly  radio  programs  through 
the  1940s  giving  uplifting  and  educational  Christian 
teaching  and  encouragement,  reaching  masses  of 
people  each  week.  His  work  is  still  considered  some 
of  the  best  in  Christian  work,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
prolific  writers  of  his  time. 

Now,  for  just  a  moment,  let's  look  at  how  that 
happened. 

He  had  taken  atheism,  not  believing  in  God  at  all,  at 
age  15.  He  lived  that  way  for  some  time,  although  the 
decision  seemed  to  haunt  him.  He  struggled  with  it, 
but  resisted  the  pull  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Then,  in  his  middle-aged  years,  Lewis  had  a  fateful 
meeting  with  another  believer.  Oxford  staff  fellow  and 
fellow  writer,  J.  R.  R.  Tolkien,  fellow  member  of  the 
writing  club.  Inklings,  was  a  Christian  and  often  spoke 
directly  and  bluntly  to  Lewis'  non-belief.  Tolkien  in 
word  and  some  other  Christian  writers  in  work  began 
to  change  Lewis'  understanding  through  the  Holy 


Spirit  of  Jesus,  and  Lewis  would  later  describe  his 
last  weeks  of  disbelief  as  being  stalked  by  One  whom 
he  was  afraid  to  meet.  The  transformation  in  Lewis 
was  miraculous,  through  witnessing  and  friendship's 
kindness  and  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  when  completed, 
Lewis  became  a  mighty  man  for  the  Word  of  God.... 

...in  his  middle  aged  years. 

Here  is  where  significance  in  young  adulthood  would 
have  been  most  illustrated.  Had  Lewis  embraced 
God  sooner,  in  youth  or  young  adulthood,  how  much 
more  might  he  have  done?  How  much  more  writing 
or  speaking  or  reaching  into  people's  lives?  If  he  had 
been  willing  to  serve  10  years  or  15  years  or  20  years 
or  30  years  before  he  did,  think  of  the  possibilities. 

I  am  taking  nothing  away  from  the  wonder  and  the 
majesty  of  God's  work  done  through  the  serving  of 
Lewis  when  he  served.  The  man  was  willing  and  God 
wrought  great  things  through  him.  But,  if  only  he  had 
been  using  that  mind  and  that  presence  and  that  drive 
all  his  life  for  God,  the  possibilities  seem  huge. 

One  of  the  significant  points  of  Jesus  Christ  in  young 
adults  is  that  there  is  so  much  time  in  the  young  left 
for  work  and  accomplishment  in  Jesus.  Not  just  for 
others,  but  for  one's  self.  When  our  time  here  is  over, 
and  we  look  back  on  the  legacies  we  have  left  behind 
we  will  see  a  shining  path  of  positive  influence  or  a 
smoldering  ruin  tracked  across  the  landscapes  of  our 
lives.  The  fact  is  simple;  we  will  see  what  we  have 
left  behind,  what  our  influence  was  and  upon  whom 
we  thrust  it.  No  one  has  the  option  of  just  saying, 
"Well,  I  never  tried  to  be  anyone's  role  model."  We  all 
influence,  lead,  and  sway  people;  our  only  real  choice 
is  just  how. 

First  Timothy  4:12  says,  "Let  no  man  despise  thy 
youth;  but  be  thou  an  example  of  the  believers,  in 
word,  in  conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in 
purity." 

The  time  of  youth  is  the  time  of  now;  the  significance 
of  Christ  in  that  young  adulthood  is  now,  and  it  is  truly 
amazing. 
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FAMILYLIF^  presents 


the  art  of  Tuamage 

getting  to  the  heart 

of  God's  design 


A  Six  Session  video  event  that  will  strengttien  marriages,  change  lives  and  give  families  a  new  legacy. 


November  10-12,  2011  at  Crogmont  Assembly 
Cost:  $150  per  couple 

This  includes  4  meals,  2  nights  lodging  and  materials  for  the  seminar.  This  event  will  begin  on 
Thursday  evening  at  8  p.m.  with  time  of  fellowship  with  light  hors  d'oeuvres.  The  seminar  will  begin 
Friday  morning.  We  will  have  five  sessions  and  a  special  evening  meal  on  Friday  and  the  sixth  and 
final  session  will  be  on  Saturday  morning.  You  will  be  free  after  that  to  return  home  or  you  may 
contact  Arlinda  if  you  would  like  to  stay  over  on  Saturday  night. 

A  non-refundable  registration  fee  of  $35  per  couple  is  required  by  Oct.  17,  2011  and  the  balance 
will  be  due  upon  arrival.  You  may  send  the  following  registration  along  with  your  $35  to: 

The  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 

P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 
Registraiion  is  open  to  the  first  20  couples 


Consider  sending  your  pastor  and  his  wife  or  a  couple  from  your  church  that  may 
need  a  weekend  away.  For  more  information,  contact  Gail  Heath  at  the  Convention 
Headquarters  (252)  746-4963. 


Names: 
Address: 


Phone: 


e-mail: 


Amount  paid: 


Date: 


Please  list  any  special  needs  in  diet  or  lodging: 
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The  Lee's  Chapel  Church  Endowment 


By  The  Reverend  Ricky  Warren,  pastor 


The  Birth 
of  a  Community  Church 

The  Reverend  Lunda  Lee  was  born  in  1854  and  lived  and 
worked  as  a  farmer  and  preacher  in  the  Plain  View  community 
of  northern  Sampson  County,  near  present-day  Lee's  Chapel 
Church.  Having  been  ordained  in  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  in 
1881,  Lunda  Lee  was  already  serving  churches  when  he  organized 
Lee's  Chapel  on  September  15,  1892. 

Few  details  are  available  to  explain  exactly  how  the  church 
came  to  be  formed,  but  from  the  minutes  of  the  church  we  know 
that  the  Rev.  Lunda  Lee  served  as  the  first  pastor  and  moderated 
the  organizational  meeting  at  Plain  View  School  (located  on  Core 
Road  at  that  time).  He  guided  the  congregation  of  45  members 
through  the  process  of  quickly  meeting  the  requirements 
necessary  to  be  received  into  the  Cape  Fear  Conference,  which 
met  just  five  weeks  later  on  October  21,  1892. 


According  to  the  100  year  history  booklet  prepared  by  Lee's 
Chapel,  work  began  on  a  church  building  immediately  after  the 
organizational  meeting.  L.M.K.  Tew  donated  the  land  and  a 
simple  rectangle  wood-frame  structure  was  built  on  the  site  of 
the  present  day  building.  The  original  structure,  built  in  1892, 
has  been  updated  and  added  to  many  times  over  the  years  and 
still  stands  today,  though  greatly  altered  in  appearance. 

A  Firm  Commitment 
to  Free  Will  Baptists 

Lee's  Chapel  has  always  held  a  firm  commitment  Free  Will 
Baptist  doctrine  and  life.  Evidence  of  this  can  be  seen  in  the 
following  two  accounts  of  historical  events  in  the  life  of  the 
church. 

At  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  meeting  in  1893,  the  Reverend 
Lunda  Lee  introduced  a  resolution,  which  was  successfully 
adopted,  establishing  a  Sabbath  School  Convention  in  the 
conference.  Another  motion  was  made  by  H.W.  Jernigan  and 
upon  adoption  established  that  Free  Will  Baptist  literature 
would  be  used  by  the  Sabbath  Schools.  This  has  been  accepted 
as  the  earliest  date  of  Free  Will  Baptists  establishing  Sabbath 
Schools  using  Free  Will  Baptist  literature.  Lee's  Chapel  quickly 
embraced  the  concept  promoted  by  its  pastor  and  began  Sabbath 
School  classes  on  January  14,  1894.  This  makes  Lee's  Chapel  the 
oldest  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday  School  operating  today 
and  points  to  the  church's  constant  commitment  to  support  Free 
Will  Baptist  ministries. 

Another  example  of  Lee's  Chapel's  commitment  to  Free  Will 
Baptists  can  be  seen  in  the  1912  split  that  occurred  in  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  over  the  new  Pentecostal-Holiness  doctrines  of 
entire  sanctification  and  speaking  in  toragues.  Lunda  Lee 
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became  involved  with  the  Pentecostal- 
HoHness  movement  and  pulled  away  from 
the  church's  traditional  stand  on  Free  Will 
Baptist  doctrine.  Though  most  churches 
adopted  the  new  charismatic  changes  that 
had  been  made  to  the  Articles  of  Faith, 
the  response  of  Lee's  Chapel  to  Lunda  Lee 
and  the  Pentecostal-Holiness  crisis  was 
to  remain  firm  to  the  historical  teachings 
of  General  and  Free  Will  Baptists.  As  an 
additional  response,  the  founding  pastor 
of  Lee's  Chapel,  the  Rev.  Lunda  Lee, 
was  quickly  expelled  from  membership 
at  Lee's  Chapel.  Clearly  Lee's  Chapel's 
commitment  to  Free  Will  Baptists  has 
been  well  established  over  its  long  history. 

Working 
to  Meet  the  Need 

Throughout  its  history,  Lee's  Chapel  has 
had  a  tradition  of  rising  to  the  challenge 
whenever  a  need  arose.  The  church 
facilities  have  been  remodeled  numerous 
times  to  meet  the  changing  needs  of  the 
worshippers,  discipleship  students,  and  the 
community.  The  congregation  has  pulled 
together  to  build  other  churches  and 
fund  missions  efforts  around  the  world. 
Currently,  Lee's  Chapel  is  responding  to 
contemporary  needs  by  offering  inreach 
ministries  to  all  ages  from  infants  through 
senior  citizens  in  addition  to  age  appropriate 
Sunday  School  and  Bible  Study  classes  for 
all  ages.  And,  the  church  is  reaching  out 
through  efforts  like  a  community  food 
pantfy,  CARE  ministry,  disaster  relief 
ministry,  international  shoebox  ministry, 
and  a  community  clothes  closet  ministry. 
After  years  of  service  to  the  community 
and  the  kingdom.  Lee's  Chapel  knows  the 
importance  of  preparing  today  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  future.  For  that  reason,  the 
church  has  recently  established  the  Lee's 
Chapel  Church  Endowment  with  the  NC 
Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries. 

Establishment  of  the 
Lee's  Chapel  Endowment 

At  a  regular  business  meeting,  on  July 
28,  2010,  a  motion  was  made  to  use  the 
church's  unrestricted  memorial  gifts  to 
establish  an  endowment  for  Lee's  Chapel 
through  the  North  Carolina  Foundation 
for  Christian  Ministries.  The  motion  was 
approved  unanimously.  The  initial  amount 
of  unrestricted  memorial  gifts  identified 


to  start  the  endowment  was  $8,511.74. 
Some  of  these  funds  had  been  held  by  the 
church  for  decades  because  the  church  was 
reluctant  to  use  memorial  funds  until  an 
appropriate  and  permanent  use  of  the  funds 
could  be  identified  for  each  memorial  gift. 
Such  a  high  level  of  accountability  and 
respect  is  admirable,  but  it  was  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  find  suitable  ways  of 
honoring  those  who  had  been  remembered 
with  memorial  gifts. 

Once  the  plans  for  the  endowment 
were  announced,  excitement  began  to 
build  and  new  gifts  were  added  to  the 
funds  that  were  to  be  used  to  establish  the 
endowment.  With  those  additional  funds 
included,  the  initial  gift,  in  the  amount  of 
$11,691.74,  was  presented  to  Foundation 


President,  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  at  Lee's 
Chapel's  118'''  homecoming  celebration 
on  October  10,  2010. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  endowment 
less  than  one  year  ago,  additional  gifts 
have  been  made  to  the  endowment 
for  memorials,  in  honor  of  loved  ones, 
and  to  commemorate  special  occasions 
like  birthdays  and  anniversaries.  Each 
contributor  receives  a  confirmation  card 
from  the  Foundation  office  and  each  family 
or  individual  honored  or  remembered 
receivesanindividualizedacknowledgement 
of  the  gift  that  was  given  on  their  behalf 
In  addition,  to  appropriately  remember 
the  names  and  purposes  of  each  gift,  the 
church  publishes  a  large  announcement  in 
the  church  bulletin  for  at  least  two  weeks 
and  plans  are  being  made  to  record  each 
gift  to  the  endowment  in  a  book  that  will 
remain  on  permanent  display  in  a  place  of 
honor  in  the  church. 

Through  gifts  to  the  Lee's  Chapel 
Endowment,  in  honor  or  memory  of 
someone,  the  work  of  Lee's  Chapel  OFWB 
will  continue,  beyond  our  lifetimes,  in 
their  good  names.  Many  other  churches 
could  establish  or  initiate  an  endowment 
following  the  model  of  Lee's  Chapel.  The 
same  is  true  of  other  ministries  and  service 
organizations.  Because  the  Foundation  is  a 
501(c)(3)  non-profit  Christian  organization 
all  contributions  to  the  Foundation  are 
tax-deductible. 
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Life  Membership  Awarded 


BY  MAY  PITTMAN 

The  Life  Membership  Award  program 
was  begun  by  the  North  Carolina  Woman's 
AuxiHary  in  the  1950s  and  is  to  honor 
outstanding  members  who  exemplify  the 
following  traits:  She  must  be  an  active 
OFWB  member  and  active  member  of 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary,  one  who  has  given 
of  herself  and  her  talents  untiringly  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  through  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  and  the  OFWB  Church,  one 
who  tmderstands  and  appreciates  the  work 
of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  at  all  levels, 
and  a  woman  who  has  inspired  others  to 
greater  Christian  service. 

The  woman  we  honor  today  is  a  Pitt 
County  native.  She  was  born  on  a  farm 
west  of  Ayden  and  has  lived  in  Pitt 
County  all  of  her  life.  She  graduated 
from  Ayden  High  School  and  attended 
Louisburg  College  for  one  year.  She  has 
had  a  long  working  life  and  in  her  early 
working  years,  she  had  severnl  different 
jobs  including  the  bank  in  Ayden,  the 
ASCS  office  in  Greenville,  and  even 
our  own  Free  Will  Baptist  Press.  She 
eventually  began  employment  with 
Greenville  Utilities  and  worked  primarily 
in  the  billing  section.  She  made  many 
wonderful  friends  there  and  retired  with 
30  years  of  service.  Mildred  Wilson,  we 
honor  you  today. 

Mildred's  parents  were  Clinton  and 
Annie  Cox  who  attended  our  church.  Her 
family  consisted  of  three  sisters  and  two 
brothers.  Her  childhood  included  fun 
with  her  brothers  and  sisters,  hard  work 
on  the  farm,  and  sometimes  an  exciting 
trip  into  Ayden  on  Saturday  with  her 
dad. 

Mildred  became  a  member  of  our 
church  on  October  10,  1966  and  has 
served  in  many  capacities  since  that 
time.  Her  banking  experience  helped 
in  her  long  time  tenure  as  Auxiliary 
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treasurer,  a  position  she  held  from  the 
mid  1990s  until  2009.  She  was  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  church  for  many  years 
where  she  helped  to  keep  records  and 
tax  deduction  information  for  our 
members.  She  scheduled  greeters  for 
Sunday  morning  services  for  many 
years.  Mildred  attends  the  Wednesday 
morning  Bible  study,  is  a  member  of  the 
Crusaders  Sunday  School  Class,  and  a 
member  of  the  Dorcas  Ministry. 

Mildred,  like  most  of  us,  has  done 
her  share  of  cooking,  but  she  told 
me  recently,  that  she  eats  out  most  of 


the  lunch  meals  now.  However,  she 
continues  to  make  her  delicious  pumpkin 
bread  and  shares  it  with  her  friends  and 
especially  the  sick.  It's  always  wrapped 
in  saran  wrap  and  tied  with  a  pretty 
ribbon.  She  usually  adds  a  few  pieces  of 
hard  candy  and  chocolates  in  the  bag. 

Mildred  has  had  many  physical 
problems  in  the  past  few  years,  but  she 
doesn't  give  up.  She  continues  to  push 
and  wants  to  continue  to  be  independent. 

In  her  life,  besides  her  great  love  for  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Greenville, 

article  continued  next  page 


Woman  s  Auxiliary  Sunday 


BYJEANAVERETTE 

The  leadership  in  the  pulpit  at  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Greenville  was  quite  different  during  the 
worship  service  on  Sunday,  June  26,  2011.  The  Woman's 
Auxiliary  of  the  church  conducted  the  morning  service. 

President  Faye  Allen  welcomed  the  congregation  and 
shared  the  opportunities  for  service  during  the  coming 
weeks.  Scripture  from  Colossians  3:16—17  was  read  by  Jean 
Averette  and  the  invocation  was  given  by  May  Pittman. 
The  choir,  made  up  of  auxiliary  women  and  accompanied 
by  Cathy  Malin,  church  Music  Director  sang,  "I  Worship 
You,  Almighty  God"  as  the  call  to  worship.  Sharon  Stocks 
led  the  congregation  in  singing  "Living  for  Jesus"  and 
"What  a  Mighty  God  We  Serve"  and  in  the  responsive 
reading  "Go  and  Make  Disciples." 

Ramona  Norman  prayed  the  offertory  prayer  and  Sue 
Grady,  Mamie  Stokes,  Joyce  Adams,  and  Jean  Averette 
served  as  ushers  in  collecting  the  tithes  and  offerings. 

During  a  time  of  special  recognition,  Mildred  Cox 
Wilson  was  given  the  Life  Membership  Award. 

Sharon  Stocks  shared  the  church  prayer  concerns  and 
had  prayer  for  those  mentioned.  She  then  introduced 
Winnifred  Webster,  a  licensed  minister  from  Moseley's 
Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  as  the  speaker  for  the 
service.  Her  message  was  on  discipleship,  and  she  stated 
that  everyone  should  be  disciples  and  be  witnesses  for 
Christ.  She  concluded  her  sermon  by  quoting  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi,  "Preach  the  Gospel  at  all  times  and  when  necessary 
use  words." 

The  service  was  ended  with  the  congregation  singing 
"We've  a  Story  to  Tell  to  the  Nations"  and  Pastor  Michael 
Bryan  giving  the  benediction. 


Winnifred  Webster 


continued  from  previous  page 

and  her  family  and  her  friends,  comes 
Cragmont — and  she  has  attended  many 
of  the  women's  retreats  as  well  as  the 
regular  church  retreat.  The  wonderful 
messages  by  a  variety  of  speakers  and 
the  fellowship  with  other  women,  as  well 
as  the  special  friendships  she  has  made 
there  have  been  an  important  part  of  her 
Ufe. 

Another  great  joy  in  her  life  has  been 
travel.  She  has  covered  most  of  the 
United  States  from  the  east  coast  to  the 
west  coast,  from  New  York  to  Las  Vegas, 
cruised  the  Alaskan  coast,  and  traveled 


the  islands  of  Hawaii.  She  has  gone 
international  to  the  Bahamas,  across 
Canada,  and  even  to  the  Holy  land  of 
Israel.  In  fact,  if  the  church  bus  is  gassed 
up  and  ready  to  go,  you  best  believe 
Mildred  is  ready  to  go  too. 

Mildred  is  always  smiling  and  is  a  great 
encourager  to  others.  She  is  faithful  in 
attendance  and  if  she's  not  here,  check 
in  with  her  because  that  means  she's  not 
feeling  well. 

Mildred  married  Joe  Wilson,  one  of 
the  10  sons  of  the  Wilson  family  who 
lived  on   County  Home   Road  near 


the  Rose  Hill  FWB  Church.  Mildred 
was  widowed  many  years  ago,  but  her 
marriage  has  been  blessed  by  a  loving 
son,  Joe  Michael,  who  grew  up  in  our 
church.  He  went  to  college,  found  his 
love,  Kathryn,  and  they  married  and 
now  live  in  Apex  where  he  is  employed 
by  the  Town  of  Apex. 

Mildred,  you  are  very  deserving  of 
receiving  this  life  membership  award  and 
we  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  it  to 
you.  Wear  it  with  pride  as  it  shows  that 
you  are  an  active  member  and  special  to 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary. 
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COMMUNITY  CONNECTION 


Cope  Fear  churches  in  attendance  on  the  Sunday  morning  of  the  Convention 


Cape  Fear  Youth  News 


The  Cape  Fear  District  was  well  represented 
in  the  Elizabeth  Hansley  Outstanding  Youth 
Program  Awards  this  year.  There  were  seven 
churches  that  submitted  applications  and  four 
were  from  the  Cape  Fear.  The  following  churches 
participated:  Hopewell,  Little  Rock,  Marlboro, 
Powhatan,  Robert's  Grove,  Sound  Side,  and 
Shady  Grove.  The  churches  did  a  great  job  of 


documenting  their  work  during  the  year  of  2010. 

Churches  from  all  districts  are  encouraged  to 
complete  applications  for  the  year  2011  to  submit 
next  spring  for  consideration. 

A  trip  to  Camp  Vandemere  is  planned  for  the 
Cape  Fear  youth  on  August  19-21.  Contact  your 
church  youth  leader  or  District  Director,  Wanda 
Benson,  for  details. 
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Powhatan  News 

Powhatan  was  well  represented  at  the  2011  Youth 
Convention  at  MOC  in  May  by  a  group  including  outgoing 
vice-president  Dean  Hardy  and  new  president  for  2011- 
2012,  Hayley  Benson.  The  YFA  speaker  for  the  weekend 
was  Chris  Bagley,  a  licensed  minister  from  Powhatan. 

The  monthly  senior  citizen  dinner  on  the  first  Monday 
in  June  was  well  attended  with  Brother  Ray  Stevens 
presenting  the  devotion  and  Sister  Regina  Bennett 
bringing  special  music. 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  at  the  end  of  June  with 
the  theme  of  "Pandamania."  Pastor  "Panda  Pete"  was  a 
big  hit.  Each  night,  the  group  learned  a  special  phrase 
that  led  to  immediate  arm  raising  and  the  shouting  of 
"Thank  you,  God!"  We  had  a  noisy,  but  blessed,  few  days 
of  fun  learning  that  Jesus  is  "wild"  about  His  children. 


The  Rev.  Roger  Hill  as  "Panda  Pete.' 


Dean  Hardy  {outgoing  vice  president)  and  Hayley  Benson  {new  president)  of  the  Youth  Convention. 
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Jackson  Heights  News 

Jackson  Heights  Church  celebrated  our  nation's  freedom  during  their  morning  worship  service  on 
Sunday,  July  3.  The  presentation  of  the  Colors  was  done  by  Eagle  Scout  Zachary  Baker  and  Cub 
Scout  Colby  Tucker  as  Molly  Jones  led  the  congregation  in  singing  "God  Bless  America."  Zachary 
and  Colby  also  led  the  congregation  in  the  pledges  to  the  U.S.  Flag,  Christian  Flag,  and  the  Holy 
Bible.  Pastor  Ashley  Summerlin's  message  was  "What  Makes  Us  Free?"  Later  in  the  afternoon,  the 
celebration  continued  with  Family  Fun  Time  with  playing  indoor/outdoor  games,  a  cookout,  and 
ending  with  water  games. 


^  CHURCH  &  MINISTRY  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 


Black  Jack  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  to  hire  a  Youth  Director.  The  church  is 
located  approximately  250  active  members.  Interested  applicants  should  send  a  resume  to  the 
church  at  2972  Black  Jack  Simpson  Road,  Greenville  NC  27858  or  you  may  call  the  church  office 
at  (252)  752-6485.  Or  you  may  e-mail  your  resume  to  <blackjackofwbch@aol.Com>. 


Dedicated  to  the  people  of  God  that  prayed; 
and  the  doctors,  anesthesiologists,  their  support 
teams;  the  nurses,  the  technicians,  aides,  etc., 
that  went  far  beyond  the  call  of  duty,  during  my 
heart  surgery. 


The  tfands  of  ^od 

By  Waitus  Howard  Starling 


God  has  not  two  hands  only,  as  do  you  and  I; 
He  uses  many  hands  to  bring  His  provision  by. 

To  some  He  gives  help,  He  also  heals;  On  some  He  inflicts  pain; 
But  pain  inflicted  is  healed  again  giving  us  the  greater  gain. 

Calamity  bursts  upon  us,  and  darkness  seems  to  reign; 
And  He  holds  back  His  hands  oi  love  'til  abiding  faith  we  regain. 

When  weak  in  body,  or  in  soul,  fear  weakens  us  the  more; 
He  touches  us  tenderly  with  a  hand,  and  faith  begins  to  soar. 

One  hand  comes  with  care  or  comfort,  another  comes  to  heal; 
Still  others  bring  great  medicines  or  unparaUeled  surgical  skills. 

His  hands  touched  me  in  all  these  ways,  to  bless  and  lite  renew. 
God  has  not  two  hands  only — but  many,  and  one  of  them  is  you. 


A  Book  Review  of  Heaven  is  for  Real  by  Todd  Burpo 

Submitted  by  Christa  Coates,  May's  Chapel  Church 


Retail  $16.99  •  Our  Price  $13.99 

Heaven  is  for  Real  is  the  personal  story 
of  Colton  Burpo's  trip  to  heaven  and 
back.  Colton's  father,  Todd  Burpo,  writes 
the  account  of  how  their  family  learned 
of  his  son's  journey  to  a  place  that  we,  as 
Christians,  have  all  imagined.  Colton 
was  just  a  couple  months  shy  of  his  fourth 
birthday  wheti  his  appendix  ruptured, 
leaking  septic  toxins  throughout  his  little 
body  for  hve  days  before  doctors  prtiperly 
diagnosed  the  situation.  Literally  at  death's 


door,  Colton's  mother  and  father  were  not 
given  any  encouragement  at  the  hospital 
regarding  their  son's  prognosis;  however, 
after  two  emergency  surgeries  and  a  lot  of 
prayer,  nurses  visited  his  room  in  awe  of 
Colton's  miraculous  recovery. 

Over  the  next  18  months,  Colton  reveals 
to  his  family  little  tidbits  of  what  actually 
happened  after  the  doctors  rolled  him  mto 
surgery.  Their  first  "a-ha"  moment  occurs 
when  the  family  travels  out  of  town  and 
passes  the  exit  to  the  regional  hospital 
where  Colton  was  treated.  His  mother  asks 
Colton  if  he  remembers  the  hospital,  and 
h'is  response  is,  "Yes,  Mommy,  1  remember. . . 
that's  where   the   angels  sang   to  me." 

'Now  some  skeptics  may  wonder  if  there 
was  a' lack  of  oxygen  getting  to  Cc~>lton's 

.  hrain  at  the  time  of  surgery,  causing  him 
to  hallucinate  about  these  angels;  hut, 
Colton  shares  sct  many  things  that  only  a 
true  trip  to  Heaven  could  reveal.  Colton 
meets  his  great-grandfather  anci  a  sister  he 
ne\'er  knew.  He  describes  the  pearly  gates, 
the  angel  Gabriel,  seeing  jesus  at  the  right 
(not  left)  hand  of  God,  and  lots  of  rainbow 
colors.  Even  though  the  hook  of  Revelation 
also  describes  these  things,  hearing  it  from 
a  four  year  old,  ii^i  plain  and  simple  terms. 


authenticates  what  mankind  has  read  in 
the  Bible  ior  centuries. 

For  me,  the  most  hair-raising,  goose- 
bumpy  part  of  Colton's  whole  story  comes 
near  the  end  of  the  book  when  this  Heaven- 
traveler  finally  sees  a  painting  of  Jesus  that 
stops  him  in  his  tracks.  Colton's  parents 
had  come  to  ask  him  the  question,  "What's 
wrong  with  this  one?"  each  time  they  saw 
an  artist's  rendering  of  Jesus.  Up  until 
this  track-stopping  image,  Colton  always 
ncites  that  the  hair  is  too  this  or  too  that, 
and  the  eyes  are  never  right.  When  Colton 
sees  this  special  portrait  by  an  eight-year- 
old  artist  who  also  claims  tii  have  visited 
Heaven,  he  says,  "Dad,  that  one's  right." 
Thankfully,  the  publisher  includes  a  black 
and  white  print  of  this  rendering  in  the 
book.  Kimwing  the  story  behind  Colton 
and  the  artist  made  me  feel  like  I,  too,  was 
lookiiig  at  the  face  of  Jesus! 

1  finished  this  book  in  just  two  nights!  It 
was  an  easy  read  that  kept  me  wanting  to 
flip  on  over  to  the  next  chapter!  ColtotVs 
story  is  such  a  compelling  case  for  the  after- 
life. Christians  will  feel  confirmed  in  their 
beliefs  after  reading  this  book;  diuibters  will 
have  new  evidence  to  draw  them  closer  to 
a  saving  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ. 


To  order/purchase  any  of  these  titles,  contact  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  at  1-800-849-3927  ext.  1 
or  visit  one  of  our  Bible  Bookstore  locations  in  Ayden,  Kinston,  or  New  Bern,  NC. 
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A  Response  For  Unity  {continued  from  page  6) 

As  it  relates  to  the  ministry  within  our  Convention 
we  would  benefit  from  having  consistency  in  regards  to 
educational  requirements.  However,  this  is  something 
that  each  conference  will  have  to  develop  and  determine 
to  work  together  with  sister  conferences  to  find  a  common 
ground.  The  Convention  itself,  because  of  our  church 
government  cannot  make  those  standards.  Mount  Olive 
College  is  a  ministry  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  and  has  been  since  its  inception.  It  provides 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  those  who  choose  to  attend 
there.  Not  everyone  may  choose  to  attend  Mount  Olive 
College  after  they  meet  the  initial  requirements  of 
their  individual  conference  and  that  is  the  choice  of  the 
individual.  We  have  to  carefully  examine  any  person  or 
group  that  questions  or  challenges  Mount  Olive  College. 
We  should  carefully  ask  the  following  questions.  What 
are  the  motives  for  discrediting  Mount  Olive  College?  Is 
this  an  attempt  to  discredit  a  particular  institution  so  we 
can  promote  another?  If  so,  what  will  the  other  institution 
gain  my  accomplishing  this  pursuit? 

After  meeting  the  standards  of  the  individual  conference 
each  minister  should  have  the  opportunity  for  both  non- 
accredited  and  accredited  education  for  public  ministry 
I  have  benefited  personally  from  both  types  of  religious 
education  and  I  believe  that  after  meeting  basic  criteria 
it  should  be  left  up  to  the  individual.  Those  who  choose 
either  option  should  not  be  discriminated  or  looked  down 
upon  by  any  group. 

Each  licensed  and  ordained  minister  should  ask 
themselves  do  they  accept  the  Articles  of  Faith  or  not.  The 
"Ministerial  Code  of  Ethics"  should  govern  the  lives  of 
the  clergy.  Both  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  "The  Ministerial 
Code  of  Ethics"  were  developed  by  ministers  before  us 


based  upon  the  Holy  Scriptures.  They  should  be  the  rule 
for  our  life  as  ministers  within  this  organization.  We 
should  not  be  a  member  of  any  church  organization  other 
than  the  Conference  of  our  membership,  which  makes  us 
a  part  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
To  be  a  part  of  any  organization  at  the  same  time  while 
holding  credentials  in  this  denomination  is  a  conflict  of 
interest  and  constitutes  dual  membership. 


I  believe  it  is  critical  to  the  study  of 
scripture.  The  Bible  student  needs 
to  know  the  correct  method  of 
biblical  interpretation,  so  they  do 
not  confuse  the  voice  of  God  with 
the  voice  of  man. 


I  am  conservative  in  my  theology  yet  as  evidenced  by 
life  I  know  that  both  those  on  my  right  and  those  on 
my  left  can  come  together  in  the  unity  of  Christ!  I  can 
fellowship  with  my  brothers  and  sisters  regardless  of  their 
specific  precise  beliefs.  If  my  father,  with  whom  I  am  very 
close,  and  I  can  differ  on  some  fine  theological  differences 
and  maintain  unity — we  all  can. 

The  great  possibility  is  that  whatever  our  position  on 
differences  this  should  not  limit  us  in  our  reaching  out 
for  Christ!  By  taking  this  approach  we  will  realize  an 
abundance  of  fruit.  As  we  fellowship  one  with  another 
we  all  truly  show  the  "Spirit  of  Christ"  with  our  fellow 
believer.  Now  is  the  time  of  healing  and  joining  together 
to  build  the  Kingdom  of  Christ! 


A  Helping  Hand  {continued  from  page  7) 

As  mentioned  above,  one  of  the  most  crucial  aspects 
of  my  role  at  Mount  Olive  College  is  to  offer  a  helping 
hand  to  any  licensed  or  ordained  minister  who  is  in  the 
process  of  discerning  the  call  into  Christian  service  or 
Christian  higher  education.  Indeed  it  is  my  pleasure  to 
share  any  insights  that  the  Lord  has  given  to  me  with 
those  who  are  in  the  process  of  discerning  such  a  call. 
However,  Mount  Olive  College  realizes  that  we  can  be 
of  much  more  service  than  just  sharing  information  and 
helping  someone  through  the  decision  process.  There 
are  also  financial  concerns  that  need  to  be  addressed. 

In  response  to  the  financial  concerns,  I  am  very 
excited  and  pleased  to  announce  that  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  Mount  Olive  College, 
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and  the  NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries  have 
formed  a  cooperative  alliance  that  will  help  to  remove 
the  financial  burden.  The  goal  is  to  provide  a  sound 
theological  educational  experience  to  any  OFWB 
ministerial  student  at  a  nominal  expense  to  the 
student. 

Therefore,  please  consider  this  as  an  open  invitation 
to  all  who  would  like  to  contact  me  as  your  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  advocate  and  one  who  will  lend  you 
a  helping  hand.  Feel  free  to  contact  me  through  e-mail 
at  <rcox@moc.edu>,  via  cell  phone  at  (252)  514-3885, 
through  office  phone  at  (252)  639-7353,  or  message  me 
on  Facebook;  I  will  gladly  friend  you!  Let's  talk  about 
what  God  has  planned  for  you!  ' 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  FOUNDATION 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

A  Foundation  for  the  Future  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


announces  the 


Lee's  Chapel  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Endowment 


For  information  on  how 
to  establish  an  endowment,  contact: 

North  Carolina  Foundation 

for  Christian  Ministries 

619  West  Main  Street 
\    Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 


For  more  information  on  the  Lee's  Chapel  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Endowment 
and  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries,  please  see  pages  28-29. 
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REFLECTIONS 


with  C.  H.  Overman 


HIS  LEGACY  WILL  LIVE  ON 


It  was  only  a  few  months  ago  that  we  heard  of  Dr.  W. 
Burkette  Raper's  serious  iUness,  but  somehow  we  beUeved  he 
would  improve  within  a  few  weeks.  When  he  was  unable  to 
attend  the  OFWB  Convention  when  it  met  in  May,  we  became 
more  concerned  and  Free  Will  Baptists  and  many,  many  others 
lifted  him  up  in  prayer.  At  that  point,  we  couldn't  imagine  not 
having  Dr.  Raper  around  tor  many  more  years;  but  such  was 
not  to  be.  Thus,  on  August  4  hundreds  of  friends  assembled 
in  Kornegay  Arena  on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College  to 
celebrate  the  lite  and  legacy  ot  this  man  who  has  meant  so  much 
to  so  many  people.  All  the  participants  in  the  service  captured 
the  essence  and  character  ot  a  leader  among  us.  The  music  and 
hymns  reflected  the  deep  doctrinal  views  exemplified  in  his 
teachings  and  life. 

At  one  time  or  another.  Dr.  Raper  visited  most  of  our 
churches  and  most  of  our  pastors.  He  was  ordained  six  years 
earlier  than  my  own  ordination;  thus,  he  seemed,  even  then,  to 
be  a  prominent  figure  among  us.  When  I  became  a  pastor  in 
Tyrrell  County,  I  invited  him  to  one  of  the  churches  (Malachi's 
Chapel)  to  inform  them  about  The  College,  what  it  was  offering, 
and  what  it  would  mean  for  the  future  (at  that  time  there  were 
some  who  saw  no  need  for  another  college).  Over  the  following 


years,  he  very  graciously  accepted  our  invitations  to  visit  other 
churches  I  pastored. 

I'm  not  sure  he  would  consider  it  a  gift  or  not,  but  all  agree  he 
was  a  fundraiser.  He  had  the  personality  and  intent  to  succeed, 
and  that  he  did.  He  faced  the  challenges  with  faith,  in  spite 
of  the  critics  who  sometimes  confronted  him,  he  never  seemed 
to  waver  (although  in  the  early  years  there  were  some  difficult 
times).  His  vision  for  the  future  of  MOC  did  not  end  with  his 
presidency.  He  served  for  10  years  as  Director  of  Planned  Giving 
and  then  worked  to  establish  the  North  Carolina  Foundation 
tor  Christian  Ministries. 

A  few  weeks  before  his  passing,  Brother  Walter  Sutton  and 
I  visited  him.  I  called  Mrs.  Rose  the  day  before  to  be  sure  he 
would  be  up  to  it.  We  arrived  early  in  the  afternoon,  he  joined 
us  in  his  living  room,  and  there  we  talked  for  more  than  an 
hour.  His  vision  in  the  broad  field  of  higher  education  had  not 
dimmed  and  before  leaving  he  alluded  The  Foundation. 

He  walked  outside  with  us  when  we  were  leaving.  I'm  thankful 
we  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  him  that  afternoon.  Adjusting 
to  his  absence  will  be  difficult  tor  Free  Will  Baptists  and  many 
others,  and  especially  Mrs.  Rose  and  his  family.  God  will  surely 
comfort  as  we  remember  them  in  our  prayers. 


The  1911-1912  Division 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference 


Introduction 

Almost  immediately  following  the  formation  of  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  on  November  1,  1855  divisive  issues  surfaced 
among  the  churches  and  ministers  of  the  conference,  and 
between  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  and  other  Free  Will  Baptist 
conferences.  Formal  division  did  not  occur,  however,  until 
the  Cape  Fear  Conference  meeting  in  1911  and  subsequent 
meetings  in  1912.  This  article  will  describe  briefly  the  divisive 
issues  that  resulted  in  the  division  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference 
in  1911-12.  For  a  more  detailed  discussion  of  these  issues  and 
a  list  of  sources  see  An  Identification  and  Examination  of  the 
Issues  Precipitating  the  1911-1912  Division  of  the  Cape  Fear 
Free  Will  Baptist  Conference,  a  master's  thesis  by  George 
Thomas,  copy  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection, 
Moye  Library,  Mount  Olive  College. 


The  Cape  Fear  Free  Will  Baptist  Conference  was  formed 
on  November  1,  1855  at  a  meeting  held  at  Stoney  Run 
church,  east  of  Dunn,  NC.  Churches  represented  were  the  host 
church  Stoney  Run,  Long  Branch,  Free  Union,  Fayetteville, 
Bethsadia,  Shady  Grove,  Prospect,  and  Elbethel.  Membership 
of  the  eight  churches  was  370.  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers, 
called  elders,  at  the  meeting  were  James  Turnage,  Gardiner 
Holrnes,  William  F.  Hall,  John  Williams,  William  Harris, 
Curtis  Lee,  and  John  Watson.  Elder  John  Williams  was 
elected  moderator  and  Elder  James  Turnage  was  elected  clerk. 
Following  his  election  as  moderator.  Elder  Williams  preached 
the  opening  sermon,  and,  using  1  Corinthians  1:10  as  his  text, 
admonished  the  delegates  to  "strive  for  unity."  In  the  years  to 
come,  unity,  however,  would  prove  to  be  elusive  for  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference. 

From  its  beginning  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  demonstrated 
a  willingness  to  depart  from  practices  of  other  Free  Will 
Baptist  conferences.  For  example,  at  the  1856  meeting  of  the 
Cape  Fear  Conference,  a  requirement  was  adopted  that  all 
applicants  for  ordination  as  ministers  apply  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  conference.  This  requirement  represented 
a  departure  from  the  procedure  utilized  by  other  Free  Will 
Baptist  conferences  in  recognizing  the  authority  of  the  local 
church  to  ordain  ministers. 

Another  issue  that  represented  a  departure  from  the 
practice  of  other  Free  Will  Baptist  conferences  pertained  to 
assigning  the  work  of  ministers.  At  the  1886  meeting  of  the 
Cape  Fear  Conference  a  resolution  was  adopted  calling  for 


By  George  Thomas 

the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  "assign  the  work  of  each 
minister  in  this  conference."  The  resolution  was  adopted  but 
repealed  the  next  year.  However,  at  the  1895  meeting  the  issue 
of  assigning  the  work  of  ministers  reemerged  and  a  resolution 
was  passed  resulting  in  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
"assign  the  work  of  ministers."  The  resolution  remained  in 
effect  until  the  1899  meeting  when  it  was  repealed  and  the 
committee  dissolved. 

The  selection  of  hymnbooks,  and  support  for  publications 
were  additional  areas  in  which  the  Cape  Fear  Conference 
showed  a  willingness  to  depart  form  other  Free  Will  Baptist 
conferences.  At  the  meeting  of  the  conference  in  1874,  Jlie 
Free  Will  Baptist  Psalmody.,  used  in  the  other  conferences, 
was  endorsed  as  a  suitable  hym^nbook,  but  the  endorsement 
was  withdrawn  in  1891  and  Zion's  Hymn  Book,  published 
by  an  independent  publisher,  recommended  as  "more 
spiritual."  At  the  conference  meeting  the  previous  year,  1890, 
a  resolution  was  adopted  endorsing,  supporting  financially, 
and  designating  a  paper  entitled  The  Free  Will  Baptist  the 
"official  organ  of  our  denomination."  The  1899  meeting  of 
the  conference  withdrew  endorsement  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
and  formed  a  committee  to  organize  a  new  church  paper. 
The  first  edition  of  the  new  paper  The  Christian  Pathway  was 
printed  in  1899.  Tlje  Free  Will  Baptist  continued  to  serve  as 
the  paper  of  the  other  Free  Will  Baptist  conferences  in  North 
Carolina. 

Unlike  other  Free  Will  Baptist  conferences,  on  numerous 
occasions  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  intervened  in  disputes 
between  individuals  and  their  local  church.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  conference  in  1880,  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Long  Branch  Church  presented  a  petition  requesting 
an  investigation  of  problems  in  the  church.  The  request  was 
honored.  The  ensuing  investigation  concluded  that  the 
church  was  in  a  state  of  disorganization  due  to  the  attempt 
of  a  few  members  to  disband  and  reorganize  the  church. 
Elder  R.  A.  Johnson  was  appointed  to  attempt  to  resolve  the 
problem.  He  did  so  and  order  was  restored.  On  two  occasions, 
individuals  who  had  been  dropped  from  membership  in  their 
local  church  requested  an  investigation  by  the  conference. 
In  both  cases,  following  an  investigation,  the  churches  were 
directed  to  restore  the  expelled  members.  From  a  historical 
perspective,  the  outcome  of  these  cases  is  of  little  importance. 
Significance  results  from  the  fact  that  unlike  other  Free  Will 
Baptist  conferences  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  involved  itself 
in  disagreements  within  local  churches. 


In  1890  a  committee  chaired  by  Elder  H.W.  Jernigan 
reported  that  a  comparison  of  the  disciphnes  revealed  that 
the  faith  and  practices  of  the  Western  Free  Will  Baptist 
Conference  were  the  same  as  the  Cape  Fear  Conference,  and 
that  a  meeting  of  the  two  conferences  be  held  to  discuss  the 
need  for  unity  among  Free  Will  Baptists  in  North  Carolina. 
The  proposed  meeting  was  held  at  the  Pine  Level  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  February  1891  and  a  constitution  adopted 
forming  a  state  organization  named  "The  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  General  Union  Conference."  In  1894  the  Eastern  Free 
Will  Baptist  Conference  joined  the  state  organization,  and  in 
1897  the  Central  Free  Will  Baptist  Conference  joined. 

After  the  formation  of  The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
General  Union  Conference,  the  individual  conferences  started 
a  dialogue  designed  to  produce  a  unified  discipline  for  all  North 
Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist  conferences.  The  "1883  Discipline" 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference,  however,  would  be  the  last  one 
in  harmony  with  that  of  other  Free  Will  Baptist  conferences 
until  after  the  conference  split  in  1911-12.  At  the  1897  Cape 
Fear  Conference  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed  to  revise 
the  discipline  and  report  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  conference. 
The  revised  discipline  was  completed  and  distributed  to  the 
delegates  at  the  1899  meeting.  The  "1899  Discipline"  became 
the  focal  point  of  debate  in  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  during 
the  turbulent  years  to  follow. 

The  "1899  Discipline"  represents  a  significant  departure 
from  the  "1883  Discipline"  and  that  of  other  Free  Will  Baptist 
conferences  on  the  subjects  of  sanctification,  laying  on  of 
hands,  and  feet  washing.  Though  the  term  "Pentecostal"  with 
reference  to  doctrine  and  worship  would  not  be  popularized 
until  the  "Pentecostal"  revival  at  Rev.  Parham's  Bible  school  in 
Topeka,  Kansas  in  1900  and  the  Azuza  Street  Mission  Revival 
in  1906,  the  fundamentals  of  Pentecostal  doctrine  were  firmly 
in  place  in  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 
Pentecostal  worship,  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  as  evidenced 
by  "speaking  in  tongues,"  soon  followed.  The  new  discipline 
and  the  embracing  of  Pentecostal  worship  were  not  without 
controversy,  however.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  in  June  1900,  the  Committee  on  Ministerial 
Character  requested  that  the  credentials  of  two  ministers  said 
by  the  committee  to  be  "fighting  the  doctrine"  be  surrendered. 
The  following  year  a  resolution  was  passed  calling  on  the 
conference  to  take  "appropriate  action  against  any  layman  or 
minister  dissenting  from  the  doctrine."  At  the  1902  meeting 
of  the  conference  the  Committee  on  Deportment  and  Work 
of  Ministers  reported  that  two  ministers  were  "in  error  on 
the  doctrine  of  justification."  After  the  two  were  examined 
by  the  Ordaining  Council  they  were  found  in  error  and 
their  license  suspended  for  one  year.  A  year  later,  1903,  three 
ministers  transferred  from  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  "to  the 
Pentecostal  Holiness,  as  the  doctrines  are  the  same."  Some  of 
the  seventy  churches  in  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  refused  to 
embrace  Pentecostal  doctrine  or  allow  Pentecostal  worship. 
A  few  churches  barred  the  windows  and  nailed  up  the  doors 


to  keep  advocates  of  Pentecostal  doctrine  from  preaching  or 
holding  services  in  their  churches.  Though  relations  were 
strained  formal  division  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  would 
not  occur  until  the  meeting  in  1911. 

Following  the  opening  of  the  1911  meeting  of  the  Cape  Fear 
Conference  held  at  Stoney  Run  Church  and  the  preaching  of 
the  opening  sermon,  the  moderator.  Elder  H.  W.  Jernigan, 
read  a  list  of  the  churches  represented  and  ministers  in 
attendance.  On  motion,  eleven  churches  and  ministers  were 
denied  seating  due  to  doctrinal  irregularities.  These  churches 
and  ministers  left  and  made  plans  for  a  called  meeting  to 
be  held  in  January  1912  at  Shady  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church.  Later  in  the  1911  meeting  two  churches  and  three 
elders  requested  that  they  be  permitted  to  withdraw  and 
organize  the  Rock  Fish  Conference.  Permission  was  granted. 
The  Rock  Fish  Conference  subsequently  organized  and 
adopted  a  constitution  and  discipline  affirming  traditional 
Free  Will  Baptist  doctrine. 

The  called  meeting  of  the  churches  and  ministers  denied 
seating  at  the  1911  meeting  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference 
occurred  on  January  12  and  13,  1912.  Ministers  and  delegates 
from  the  churches  reaffirmed  support  for  the  original  doctrine 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  and  asserted  its  claim  to  the  legal  name, 
Cape  Fear  Conference  of  Free  Will  Baptists,  as  identified  in 
the  constitution  drafted  at  the  time  of  organization  in  1855. 
Ministers  who  had  been  issued  credentials  prior  to  1899  on 
request  would  be  enrolled  as  members  while  those  issued 
credentials  since  1899  would  be  required  to  appear  before  the 
Ordaining  Council  to  determine  their  adherence  to  traditional 
Free  Will  Baptist  doctrine.  Additionally,  the  regular  annual 
meeting  of  the  conference  was  scheduled  for  October  3,  1912 
at  Bethel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

By  the  end  of  1912,  the  division  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference 
had  become  formal.  The  two  groups  had  each  held  a  called 
meeting  and  a  "regular  annual  session."  Both  claimed  the 
name  Cape  Fear  Conference  and  insisted  that  they  were  a 
continuation  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  organized  in  1855. 


Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye 
all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there 
be  no  divisions  among  you;  but  that  ye 
be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same 
mind  and  in  the  same  judgment 

(1  Corinthians  1:10  emphasis  added). 
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Saint  s  Delight  OFWB  Church 

4679  Ormondsville  Road,  Ayden  North  Carohna 
Come  Join  Your  Family,  Friends  and  Neighbors  for 

HOMECOMING  SERVICES 

Sunday,  September  25,  2011 

Message  by  the  Reverend  Van  Mitchell 
Special  Music  by  Cyrus  Taylor 

Sunday  School    9:45  A.M. 
Worship  Services     10:45  A.M. 

A  nursery  will  be  provided  for  both  Sunday  School  and  Worship  Service, 
Dinner  will  be  served  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  immediately  following  the  worship  service. 


Church  Furniture  Sale! 


*  Church  Chairs 

*  Pulpit  Furniture 

*  Baptistries 

*  Baptistry  Heaters 

*  and  much  more! 


Just  $33.99  each  on 
100  +  chairs,  plus 
receive  Free  Delivery 


Quality  furnishings  at 
the  lowest  prices 
nationwide! 

We  Build  it 
So  you  can  Save! 


Beautifully  Handcrafted  Oak  l  urmturc 


Most  items  are 
in  stock  for 
FAST  shipping! 


E9r3  Contact  us  at: 
1-800-639-7397 
ChurchFurnitureStore.com 


Fall  Eastern  District 

Woman's  Auxiliary 

hosted  by 

Juniper  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

655  Piney  Neck  Road  .  Vanceboro,  NC  28586 

September  17,  2011 

Theme: 

"Blessed  Assurance" 

Scripture: 

"For  we  know  thar  if  our  earthly  house  of  this 
tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God..." 
(2  Corinthians  5:1). 

Registration  at  9:30  a.m. 
Meeting  called  to  order  at  10:00  A.M. 

Worship  Service: 

The  Reverend  Mike  Holland 


2600  W.  Vernon  Ave.  •  Kinston,  NC  28504  •  252.526.9908 


Harvest  Connection  Responding  to  the  Call 

'*Your  Disaster  Ministry  at  Work  ' 


On  April  17,  2011  the  residents  of  North  Carolina 
were  spending  a  day  doing  what  most  of  us  enjoyed 
when  suddenly  our  calm,  quiet  communities  changed. 
Our  quiet  and  calm  communities  were  shaken  by  storms 
that  devastated  homes,  schools,  businesses,  and  lives 
across  our  state.  Twenty-three  people  lost  their  lives  in 
the  tornadoes  that  became  what  has  been  termed  the 
worst  event  in  the  history  of  North  Carolina. 

On  the  way  to  the  olfice  to  prepare  for  Sunday,  I 
crossed  Interstate  95  to  see  what  is  called  a  "parking  lot" 
of  cars.  Just  a  short  distance  later  I  came  to  Highway  301 
and  was  called  into  action  immediately.  Not  knowing 
what  had  happened,  I  was  informed  that  a  tornado  had 
torn  the  little  community  of  Micro  apart.  With  trees, 
.power  lines,  homes,  and  almost  everything  else  in  the 


roadway,  no  one  was  going  any  further.  From  that 
moment  on,  we  all  realized  that  no  one  was  exempt 
from  disaster. 

Harvest  Connection,  from  the  first  moment,  began 
responding  to  the  calls  of  communities  around  the 
areas  that  were  devastated.  Our  churches  in  those 
areas  began  serving  meals,  providing  shelters,  and 
providing  dry  places  for  people  that  were  in  need  of  a 
place  to  spend  the  night.  Calls  for  assistance  came  from 
across  the  county  and  state.  Action  began  with  Micro 
and  then  moved  to  Snow  Hill.  Kits  were  delivered  to 
supply  people  with  the  most  immediate  needs.  Having 
lost  everything  in  the  storm,  people  needed  blankets, 
clothing,  stationary  needs,  health  kits,  infant  kits, 
cleaning  kits,  and  anything  else  we  could  supply. 


From  Snow  Hill,  teams  were  sent  to  the  Ahoskie 
area  and  on  to  Harrellsville.  It  was  in  these 
locations  that  the  team  ministered  to  a  man  from 
the  NC  Forestry  Service  that  was  injured  when  a 
truck  pinched  him  between  another  vehicle.  (The 
team  stayed  with  him  until  he  was  air  lifted  to 
Pitt  Memorial  Hospital  and  even  followed  him 
through  his  recovery).  Teams  removed  debris  from 
fields,  homes,  and  streets  and  did  assessments 
in  Snow  Hill,  Lumberton,  Rolesville,  Sampson 
County,  St.  Paul,  Dunn,  Benson,  Micro,  Wilson, 
Raleigh,  Fayetteville,  and  other  places.  We  were 
asked  to  assist  FEMA,  in  establishing  a  working 
disaster  plan  for  Robeson  and  Sampson  County. 
Red  Cross  asked  for  assistance  with  shelters  in 
Snow  Hill  and  Colerain,  Harrellsville,  and  other 
locations  as  well.  In  every  situation  kits  were 
delivered,  and  assistance  given  in  whatever  way 
it  could  be  given,  but  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  was 
first  and  foremost  in  everything  we  did. 

We  have  also  responded  to  those  in  Joplin, 
Missouri,  with  550  kits  of  all  kinds.  A  team 
traveled  to  Joplin  and  delivered  the  kits  to  a 
contact  provided  to  us  by  the  General  Baptists. 
Preparation  was  underway  to  send  those  kits 
to  the  General  Baptist  Headquarters  because 
of  flooding,  but  they  determined  the  kits  were 
needed  more  in  the  Joplin  area  instead.  Many 
miles  were  logged  in  transporting  those  kits  but 
the  trip  only  had  one  bad  moment;  one  flat  tire 
here  in  North  Carolina 

Thanks  must  be  given  to  the  teams  that  gave 
of  themselves  to  serve  the  people  they  came  in 
contact  with  during  this  time  of  need.  Also, 
thanks  must  be  given  to  those  churches  and 
people  that  came  to  our  aid  with  kits,  funds, 
helping  hands  and  other  things  as  we  depleted  all 
of  our  supplies. 

We  are  still  in  need  of  supplies  to  replenish  our 
stock  as  hurricane  season  is  upon  us.  Funds  are 
needed  to  assist  with  delivery  of  those  items  and 
to  fund  teams  as  they  are  deployed  to  whatever 
location  is  in  need.  That  area  could  be  our  state, 
another  state,  your  own  local  community  or  your 
neighbor's  home  that  might  be  destroyed  by  fire. 
As  we  continue  to  serve  those  who  are  affected 
by  whatever  disaster  comes  their  way,  please 
continue  to  pray  for  us,  build  kits  and  supplies  to 
be  used  and  share  with  us  donations  to  move  all 
of  the  needed  items  to  their  needed  destination. 


BY  ERIN  B.  BROADWAY 

"Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  please  welcome  the  Broadway 
Family!"  rang  out  over  the  megaphone  as  we  entered 
the  Lodge  at  Bonclarken.  Cheers  and  claps  rang  out 
as  excitement  filled  the  air.  We  had  arrived  at  Joni  and 
Friends  Family  Retreat  at  the  Bonclarken  Conference 
Center  nestled  in  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina  in 
Flat  Rock,  a  short  drive  from  Hendersonville.  As  Scott 
went  to  register  and  I  hesitantly  handed  Rachel  over  to 
Elisabeth,  her  short-term  missionary  for  the  week,  I  went 
to  begin  unpacking  the  van  and  trailer.  Suddenly,  there 
were  at  least  five  people  behind  me  with  luggage  carts  as 
I  began  to  unpack  the  van.  So  used  to  having  to  do  it  all 
by  myself  I  quickly  realized  what  a  week  this  was  going 
to  be.  This  was  going  to  be  a  week  where  helping  hands 
and  willing  hearts  would  serve  me.  "Wow!"  I  thought  to 


myself  as  I  secretly  felt  guilty  for  being  relieved  I  didn't 
have  to  do  it  all  by  myself 

After  finishing  up  with  registration  and  while  waiting 
for  the  elevator,  I  was  greeted  by  Joni  Earaekson  Tada 
who  called  me  by  name.  "Hi,  Erin!"  she  said  so  cheerfully. 
I  was  in  awe.  Two  luggage  carts,  a  bath  chair,  and  hoyer 
lift  later,  we  were  finally  in  our  room.  It  only  took  a  few 
minutes  before  Rachel  fell  in  love  with  Elisabeth  and 
they  went  off  downstairs  to  play.  I  quickly  unpacked  and 
got  settled  before  the  opening  ceremony.  Our  week  was 
"launched"  off  with  the  theme  Be  Free.  We  had  supper 
followed  by  an  All  American  Festival  complete  with  a  hot 
air  balloon  ride.  Rachel  and  I  were  able  to  go  floating  up, 
up,  and  away.  I  quickly  realized  that  this  week  would  not 
only  be  about  being  free  in  Christ,  but  being  free  to  be 
vourself  and  not  hide  behind  a  disabilitv,  but  be  able 
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to  embrace  it  with  others  in  similar  situations.  Second 
Corinthians  3:17  states  "Now  the  Lord  is  that  Spirit:  and 
where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty." 

Tuesday's  theme  was  "Free  to  Overcome."  As  our  balloon 
landed  in  Kenya,  we  learned  that  above  all  sin  keeps  us 
from  being  free.  Galatians  5:1  states  "Stand  fast  therefore 
in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us  free,  and  be 
not  entangled  again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage."  We  were 
broken  up  into  small  groups  based  on  our  situations  and 
were  able  to  share  about  obstacles  and  challenges  that  kept 
us  from  enjoying  true  liberty  in  Christ.  Later  that  afternoon 
we  had  a  time  of  family  recreation  where  each  family 
and/or  individual  family  members  could  participate  in 
various  activities  such  as  paintball,  crafts,  jewelry  making, 
swimming,  paddleboats,  or  simply  rest  and  relaxation. 
After  supper  there  was  a  Safari  carnival  complete  with  face 
painting  and  carnival  games  as  well  as  a  large  bouncy  slide. 
The  theme  for  the  day  was  put  into  practice  as  short-term 
missionaries  picked  up  children  out  of  wheelchairs  and 
carried  them  up  the  slide.  Perhaps  the  most  touching  of 
all  was  a  21-year-old  who  had  injuries  from  a  car  crash  that 
left  him  with  no  legs  being  carried  by  young  men  his  age  or 
younger  up  the  slide.  These  missionaries  were  there  to  serve 
with  the  unconditional  love  of  Christ. 

Wednesday  began  with  the  theme  "Free  to  Hope."  As 
our  balloon  landed  in  China,  the  ladies  were  treated  to  a 
tea  with  special  guest  speaker  Joni  Earaekson  Tada,  while 
the  men  went  off  campus  to  the  "man  cave,"  (which 
happened  to  be  the  old  train  depot  in  Hendersonville  that 
has  a  model  train  museum).  The  women  were  showered 
with  all  sorts  of  surprises  donated  by  a  local  church 
including  scarves  from  China.  Joni  spoke  about  how  we 
have  to  find  Jesus  in  the  midst  of  our  hardships.  Because 
then,  and  only  then,  do  we  as  Christians  experience 
a  splash  over  of  heaven  here  on  earth.  Everyone  has 
difficulties  from  time  to  time,  but  those  of  us  that  deal 
with  the  ins  and  outs  of  a  disability  face  challenges  on  a 
daily  basis.  Joni  challenged  us  to  tell  ourselves  that  it  is 
"Game  ON!"  With  Jesus  Christ  as  our  strength  there  is 
nothing  that  we  cannot  do.  We  must  have  an  attitude 
check  daily — sometimes  even  hourly — to  see  if  we  are 
going  to  accept  our  situation  with  the  attitude  of  Christ. 
One  of  the  sweetest  moments  during  this  tea  was  when 
after  we  prayed,  we  all  sang  together  "Praise  the  Name 
of  Jesus."  It  was  like  a  chorus  of  women  who  understand 
hardships  calling  out  to  our  Lord  and  saying  "Thank  you 
Lord  for  what  you  have  given  me.  Help  me  to  be  the 
woman  you  want  me  to  be."  After  our  tea  we  had  a  short 
time  of  sharing  in  our  small  groups  and  then  returned  for 
lunch  and  a  surprise  shopping  experience. 


After  lunch,  we  reached  new  heights  as  we  went  rock 
climbing.  At  first,  I  was  tmsure  if  Scott  would  even  be 
able  to  get  in  the  special  lift  that  would  take  him  to  the 
top  of  the  wall.  But,  as  always,  God  works  out  every 
detail.  Scott  and  I  watched  some  of  our  new  friends  go 
up  in  the  lih  and  then  it  was  his  turn.  We  sent  for  Rachel 
who  was  at  the  pool  with  Elisabeth  so  she  could  see  her 
daddy  go  up  the  wall.  Then,  after  a  lew  moments,  Scott 
was  hoisted  into  the  air  and  to  the  top  of  the  wall.  As 
he  ascended,  he  watched  Rachels  face  change  from  that 
of  fear  and  uncertainty  to  that  of  "that's  my  daddy — he 
can  do  anything."  I  also  climbed  the  rock  wall.  At  first 
I  didn't  think  I  was  going  to  make  it  very  far.  Beating 
out  those  thoughts  of  self-doubt  were  everyone  cheering 
below — my  husband's  the  loudest,  of  course — "You  can 
do  it,  Erin!"  "Keep  going,  youVe  got  it."  "Don't  stop  now." 
With  their  encouragement,  I  went  as  tar  as  I  could  before 
my  arms  were  shaking  so  much  I  could  not  climb  another 
foot.  I  repelled  down  and  felt  so  exhilarated.  I  had  just 
climbed  the  rock  wall.  My  husband  had  just  climbed  the 
rock  wall.  Our  daughter  had  watched  both  of  us  do  it. 
And  God  was  in  every  moment  of  it.  Amazing! 

{article  continued  next  page) 
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After  lunch,  we  reached  new  heights  as 
we  went  rock  climbing.  At  first,  I  was 
unsure  if  Scott  would  even  be  able  to 
get  in  the  special  lift  that  would  take 
him  to  the  top  of  the  wall.  But,  as 
always,  God  works  out  every  detail. 


{continued  from  previous  page) 

As  if  that  wasn't  enough  excitement,  Rachel  and  I 
had  a  mother-daughter  manicure  and  pedicure  in  the 
special  salon  set  up  for  the  families  of  the  retreat  that 
was  run  by  volunteers.  Wednesday  evening  was  a  time  of 
renewal  for  couples  as  they  had  a  special  dinner  together 
with  authentic  Chinese  food.  Scott  and  I  took  a  walk 
fellowshipping  with  couples  who  were  there  from  the 
Dominican  Republic.  These  sweet  couples  minister  to 
people  with  disabilities  in  the  Dominican  Republic. 

Thursday  our  balloon  landed  in  the  Dominican 
Republic  where  we  were  "Free  to  Rejoice."  We  were 
challenged  to  lay  aside  the  things  that  steal  our  joy.  Truth 
be  told,  we  are  our  own  worst  enemy  in  this  department. 
Happiness  is  a  temporary  feeling,  but  joy  is  that  feeling 
that  we  can  only  find  with  a  relationship  with  Christ 
Jesus.  It  comes  from  deep  within  us  and  during  our  times 
of  trial,  it  is  why  we  can  know  that  one  day  we  won't  be 
bound  to  wheelchairs  or  canes,  hospitals,  or  medications. 
It  is  that  feeling  that  we  know  our  sufferings  on  this  earth 
are  temporary — one  blip  on  the  timeline  of  eternity. 
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As  a  Ministry  Affiliate  of  Joni  and  Friends,  Wheels  on 
Fire  for  Christ  was  invited  to  a  special  luncheon  with  Joni 
Earaekson  Tada.  We  had  the  opportunity  to  speak  directly 
with  Joni  about  Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ  but  also  about 
other  OFWB  ministries.  It  was  a  wonderful  opportunity 
to  be  able  to  share  our  mission  and  purpose  with  one 
who's  name  is  synonymous  with  disability  ministry. 

Thursday  evening  was  the  talent  show  where  families 
or  individuals  showcased  their  talent  for  the  Lord.  From 
comedy,  dance,  and  music  all  were  blessed  by  the  talents  of 
the  families  represented.  Our  family  performed  "Leaning 
on  the  Everlasting  Arms."  Scott  played  his  harmonica 
and  Rachel  played  the  tambourine  while  I  sang.  Hebrews 
10:25  tells  us  to  not  forsake  the  assembling  of  ourselves 
together.  "What  a  fellowship,  what  a  joy  divine,  leaning 
on  the  everlasting  arms."  We  truly  were  "free  to  rejoice" 
with  the  fellowship  of  other  believers  who  understand 
that  disability  really  means  ability  with  Christ. 

Friday  our  balloon  landed  in  Israel  where  we  were  "Free 
to  Declare"  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Complete  with 
Israeli  dances  and  a  Hebrew  prayer,  we  learned  how  we 
each  have  a  unique  platform  through  our  disability  to 
share  the  Gospel  message  of  Christ  Jesus.  Everyone  has  a 
story  to  tell  from  their  unique  experiences  and  through 
that  we  need  to  tell  Christ's  story  of  His  suffering,  death, 
and  resurrection.  We  all  are  a  piece  of  the  puzzle  and  fit 
together  in  the  body  of  Christ.  Each  person  must  figure 
out  where  his  or  her  puzzle  piece  fits  so  that  the  Kingdom 
of  God  may  be  glorified.  What  is  your  special  piece  of  the 
puzzle? 

This  was  a  very  special  week  for  the  Broadway  Family 
and  for  Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ.  Words  and  pictures 
do  not  begin  to  portray  what  this  week  meant  to  us.  It  is 
an  experience  that  is  felt  from  the  heart  and  by  the  heart. 
The  service  of  the  short-term  missionaries  and  other 
volunteers  is  akin  to  that  of  Christ  washing  His  disciple's 
feet.  We  experienced  Jesus  this  week  in  the  fellowship  of 
the  families  and  volunteers  up  on  that  mountain. 


From  August  1—5, 2011,  Scott,  Erin,  and  Rachel  Broadway 
participated  in  the  Joni  and  Friends  Family  Retreat.  Scott 
is  the  Coordinator  for  Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ.  Wheels 
on  Fire  for  Christ  donated  over  200  bottles  of  water  for  the 
volunteers  and  LED  flashlights  for  the  men  attending  the 
camp.  For  more  information  on  how  to  become  involved 
with  Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ  or  for  more  information 
on  the  family  retreats,  contact  Scott  Broadway  at  <scott@ 
wheelsonfireforchrist.org>  or  (252)  286-7949. 


Sunrise  Landing  Mobile  Chapel 


By  Tfje  Reverend  Tim  Heath 


What  happens  when  you  combine  a  truck  stop,  a  mobile 
chapel  and  some  of  the  best  looking  super  rigs  in  the 
country?  Well,  you  get  an  opportunity  to  share  the  gospel 
and  make  contacts  with  truckers  from  across  this  great 
land  of  ours.  On  its  maiden  voyage  the  Sunrise  Landing 
Mobile  Chapel  didn't  just  provide  a  forum  tor  ministry  but 
collected  the  attention  of  the  truckers  gathered  to  show  off 
their  incredible  trucks  at  the  annual  Shell-Rotella  Super 
Rig  Truck  Show  in  Kenly,  North  Carolina. 

There  were  many  memorable  people  that  stopped  and 
shared  with  us  their  story  while  we  were  able  to  share  the 
story  of  Jesus.  We  met  a  husband  and  wife  team  that  also 
has  a  ministry  that  reaches  out  to  fellow  truckers  and  helps 
them  to  reconnect  or  stay  connected  with  their  families. 
Helping  them  deal  with  temptations  found  at  each  stop  and 
developing  a  network  of  accountability  among  their  400 
members.  We  also  met  a  woman  that  saw  the  cross  from 
across  the  truck  stop  and  came  for  prayer  for  her  and  her 
critically  ill  father.  She  came  in  seeking  counsel  to  make  the 
decision  whether  or  not  to  discontinue  life  support. 

A  local  family  came  through  and  was  completely  amazed 
at  the  concept  of  a  mobile  chapel  and  the  application  they 
were  witnessing.  Their  youngest  son  summed  it  up  well  when 
he  said,  "Mom,  it's  a  miniature  church!"  Over  two  days  we 
had  178  people  who  registered  and  received  information 
about  Christ  and  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 


The  impact  ot  the  chapel  was  confirmed  when  the  director 
of  the  Shell-Rotella  Super  Rig  Truck  Show  came  by  and 
donated  two  folding  chairs  and  expressed  his  appreciation 
for  the  presence  of  the  chapel.  He  also  invited  us  and 
expressed  his  hope  that  we  would  be  able  to  come  to  North 
Dakota  for  next  year's  event.  We  are  placing  that  in  God's 
hands!  If  He  provides  the  means  and  the  open  door  we  will 
go! 

This  event  showed  what  a  vision,  God's  provision  and 
the  support  of  His  people  can  do.  If  you  haven't  seen  the 
Sunrise  Mobile  Chapel  or  would  like  to  have  it  present 
at  your  festival  or  event  please  contact  Tim  Heath  at 
<keylifeministries@embarqmail.com>  or  (252)  526-9908. 


SEPTEMBER  is... 


DISASTER 

RELIEF  MONTH 

for  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists 


est 


connection 


Good  Samaritan  Sunday 

Sunday,  September  25,  2011 


DON'T  MISS  THE  OPPORTUNITY  on  this  special  Sunday  to  pray  for  The 
Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  and  to  give  a  love  offering  for  financial 
assistance. 
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MY  PEACE  I  GIVE  UNTO  YOU 


with  Celia  Hales 


One  of  (just  about)  everybody's 
favorite  passages  from  the  New 
Testament  is  the  fragment  of  a  verse 
that  constitutes  the  title  of  this  column, 
above.  Hie  words  are  Jesus  at  His  best,  in 
my  opinion — comforting,  reassuring, 
loving,  and,  above  all,  a  reminder  that 
He  is  still  with  His  followers.  There 
is  no  room  for  doubt  in  these  words. 
Even  an  agnostic  would  recognize  the 
profound  feeling  expressed  therein. 

I  have  often  sought  the  peace  that 
Jesus  promises.  This  peace  is  never  very 
far  away.  One  need  only  retreat  to  his  or 
her  symbolic  "closet,"  get  quiet  and  still, 
and  recite  the  entire  passage  silently: 

"Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I 
give  unto  you:  not  as  the  world  giveth, 
give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid"  (John 
14:27). 

If  spoken  prayerfully,  this  passage 
is  healing  in  the  extreme.  Very  few 
troubles  of  this  world  will  remain  in 
the  fact  of  a  sincere  repetition  of  these 
words.  But  withdrawing  from  this 
world  for  a  time  is  probably  necessary 
if  the  trouble  we  are  facing  seems  to 
be  overwhelming.  Use  the  passage  as 


an  affirmation,  silently,  or,  if  you  are 
alone,  say  the  words  aloud.  If  you  are 
accustomed  to  keeping  a  journal,  the 
words  will  have  even  more  force  if 
written  and  then  reread. 

Don't,  above  all,  stew  in  your  troubles. 
All  of  us  have  enough  determination  to 
leave  the  world  for  a  time,  and  regain 
our  composure  by  thinking  of  Jesus. 
Imagine  His  comforting  hand  touching 
you  as  you  recite  His  immortal  words. 

You  will  not  leave  your  "closet" 
untouched  by  His  grace. 

The  above  little  "sermon"  is  something 
that  I  need  to  hear  myself  So  I  have 
been  talking  to  myself  as  much  as  I 
have  been  talking  to  you. 

It  is  a  myth  that  retirement  is  a 
panacea  for  all  that  might  have  been 
troubling  during  earlier  periods  of  one's 
life.  Problems  of  various  sorts  arise,  and 
if  we  have  handled  problems  well  in  the 
past,  we  will  probably  do  so  again.  If 
problems  have  stymied  us  in  the  past, 
they  will  be  a  challenge  later  on  as  well. 
The  problems  change,  as  always  they 
have  over  a  lifetime. 

When  problems  arise,  we  who 
are  of  a  religious  bent  of  mind  will 


turn  to  God.  This  is  always  the  best 
choice,  but  not  everybody  in  our  world 
believes  this,  and  so  we  are  sometimes 
confronted  with  challenges  from  those 
who  do  not  practice  a  faith.  Even  those 
who  practice  a  faith  are  not  immune, 
of  course,  but  at  least  we  might  seem 
more  on  the  same  wavelength.  Turning 
to  God  works  for  those  ol  us  who  have 
done  so.  We  know  that  God  is  there  for 
us.  And  we  who  are  Christian  see  Jesus 
as  His  representative,  and  so  we  turn  to 
the  comforting  words  that  Jesus  spoke 
in  His  lifetime. 

Getting  quiet  and  turning  to  Jesus  is 
the  fastest  way  back  to  equilibrium,  in 
my  estimation.  It  is  what  has  worked 
for  me  more  often  than  anything  else. 

And  so,  today,  I  recommend  to  you 
turning  to  Jesus  in  a  still  frame  of 
mind. 

See  if  this  doesn't  set  your  little  world 
aright  again.  The  problems  may  not 
go  away,  but  God  will  grant  you  the 
strength  to  meet  them  with  skill  and 
courage.  Nobody  gets  very  far  in  this 
world  without  some  skill  and  some 
courage. 


CHURCH  &  MINISTRY  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 


Folkstone  Church,  Eastern  Conference,  is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  Please  send 
your  resume  with  a  DVD  of  a  recent  sermon  to:  Carl  Duff,  206  Tar  Landing  Road, 
Holly  Ridge,  NC  28445 
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CONVENTION  NEWS 

P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwb.org 

—  ^  ^  Resolution  ^  

Honoring  Dr.  William  Burkette  Raper  and  Mrs.  Rose  Mallard  Raper 

WHEREAS,  Dr.  William  Burkette  Raper  was  reared  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  from  the  age 
of  nine  until  seventeen  (1936-1944),  and  has  faithfully  served  God  and  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
since  that  time,  and 

13°  WHEREAS,  he  was  asked  in  July  1954  to  serve  as  president  of  Mount  Allen  Junior  College/Mount  Olive 
College  and  served  with  distinction  in  that  capacity  for  forty  and  one-half  years,  holding  the  record  of  the 
longest  tenure  of  any  college  president  in  the  Nation,  (August  2,  1954-January  31,  1995)  at  which  time  he 
provided  outstanding  leadership  at  a  small  burgeoning  college  and  personally  sacrificed  for  this  college  to  meet 
excellent  standards  for  the  students  it  served,  and 

WHEREAS,  he  has  committed  his  life  to  helping  others  and  continues  to  work  diligently  to  assist  those 
accepting  the  calling  of  Christian  ministry,  and  gives  unselfishly  to  help  thousands  of  people  develop  and 
prepare  for  their  calling  in  life,  and 

WHEREAS,  he  served  Mount  Olive  College  as  Director  of  Planned  Giving  for  10  years  after  his  retirement  as 
president  of  The  College,  adding  financial  stability  and  strength  through  numerous  endowments,  and 

WHEREAS,  out  of  a  deep  abiding  faith  that  God  desires  for  His  children  to  prepare  for  the  high  calling  of 
Christian  ministry,  he  founded  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries  and  devotes  his  time 
and  energy  through  this  foundation  to  financially  assist  those  who  desire  educational  opportunities  to  prepare 
for  their  calling,  and 

WHEREAS,  Dr.  William  Burkette  Raper  has  been  faithfully  supported  in  his  ministry  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Rose 
Mallard  Raper. 


THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED 

that  this  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
at  its  ninety-ninth  session  on  this  nineteenth  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  2011, 

1.  Express  our  prayers,  love,  and  gratitude  to  William  Burkette  and  Rose  Mallard  Raper  for  their  unwavering  love 
and  unselfish  devotion  and  leadership  that  they  may  continue  to  give  to  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church; 

2.  Recognizes  the  outstanding  contribution  of  William  Burkette  and  Rose  Mallard  Raper  to  this  denomination  for 
more  than  65  years; 

3.  Expresses  our  deep  appreciation  to  them  for  their  sacrificial  service  to  the  Church  and  their  constant  devotion  to 
its  mission  in  the  world; 

4.  Commends  the  manner  in  which  they  model  for  us  the  ideal  of  servant  leadership  and  commitment  to  the 
church's  ministry  to  mankind; 

5.  Acknowledges  the  unique  gifts  of  William  Burkette  and  Rose  Mallard  Raper  in  providing  wise  counsel  and 
exemplifying  those  qualities  that  command  respect  and  admiration  by  those  who  have  benefited  from  their 
service  to  the  denomination.  .  : 
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The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Headquarters 
announces  our  newly  revised,  updated, 
more  user-friendly  website. . . 

www.ofwb.org 


Events 
Calendar 


Messageboard 


Devotions 


Our  Sponsors  8t 
Other  Businesses 


I   ■  Tht  OnVB  N. 


Headquarters 
headlines! 


Church  Spotlights,  Monthly  Ministry  Highlights,  Interactive  Blogs, 
Resources,  Events  Calendar,  and  so  nnuch  more! 


Visit  us  soonL 


OFWB  INTERNATIONAL 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbi.org 


ACT  NOW! 

MISSION  TOP  TO  LIBERIA 

FEBRUARY  25-MARCH  4,  2012 

We  announced  in  the  March  17  issue  of  the  OFWBI  Epistle  about  a  Mission 
Trip  to  Liberia  on  the  above  dates.  We  had  a  few  people  to  express  interest 
in  this  trip.  There  are  still  a  few  spaces  available.  There  will  not  be  a  work 
project  on  this  trip.  We  will  visit  churches  in  different  areas  and  be  involved  in 
a  conference.  This  will  give  you  a  great  cultural  experience  in  Africa.  Call  or 
e-mail  for  the  cost  and  other  details  about  the  trip. 


Mission  trip  to  Haiti 
cancelled  for  2011 

Make  plans  now  for  2012 

The  mission  trip  to  Haiti  has  been 
cancelled  for  this  year.  We  will,  however, 
plan  a  trip  for  2012  and  keep  everyone 
in  mind  who  expressed  interest  in  going 
this  year. 


VBS  Offering  for  Relief  Efforts 

Thank  you  for  considering  this  project  to  help  us  meet 
many  physical  needs  of  those  who  are  so  needy.  We  are  so 
thankful  for  those  who  have  already  sent  in  their  offerings. 
GOD  BLESS  YOU! 


PLEASE  GIVE  ME  AN  INVITATION 

It  is  my  joy,  as  Foreign  Missions  Director,  to  share  what 
Free  Will  Baptists  are  doing  around  the  world.  There 
is  no  charge  for  this  visit.  It  is  my  job,  so  please  give 
me  an  invitation  to  visit  your  church.  See  where  your 
"mission  dollars"  are  making  a  difference.  I  look  forward 
to  hearing  from  you. 


BY  WILLEM  VAN  DER  PLAS 

The  blessings  of  Bible  studies  are 
abundant.  We  use  a  manual  known 
as  "Alpha  Course."  Nicky  Gumbel,  an 
Evangelical  Episcopalian  pastor  in  U.K., 
wrote  the  book  Alpha  which  has  the 
subtitle  Questions  of  Life.  The  content 
of  both  Alpha  and  the  student  manual 
are  more  understandable  for  Christians 
and  post-Christians  in  the  West 
than  for  people  in  East  Europe,  being 
educated  in  totally  different  cultures  and 
traditions  of  East  Europe.  After  a  year 


of  praying,  I  decided  to  use  this  course, 
accommodating  it  to  the  understanding 
of  our  members.  1  am  re-writing  the  study 
manual  by  providing  explanations  for 
familiar  general  ecclesiastic  terms,  but 
which  are  not  understandable  for  the 
people  here.  Just  imagine  that  you  wish 
to  live  as  a  Muslim:  "What  do  you  know 
about  this  belief?"  To  our  members, 
educated  as  Muslim,  many  concepts 
that  are  familiar  to  Western  people  are 
misunderstandable  riddles. 

In  our  culture  it  is  difficult  to  perform 


Bible  studies  with  men  and  women  in 
the  same  group,  men  meet  with  men  and 
women  meet  with  women;  especially  in 
the  Muslim  world.  The  women  would 
not  express  themselves  if  there  were  men 
present  in  the  same  meeting  with  them, 
because  then  it  is  for  the  men  to  speak 
and  women  have  to  be  silent  (see  the 
view  of  Paul  in  1  Corinthians  14:34-35; 
1  Timothy  2:11-12). 

After  prayer  we  selected  six  young 
women  who  have  a  pretty  good 
understanding  of  English  and  who 
followed  eight  years  education.  Four 
of  them  professed  their  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ;  two  of  them  have  entered  the 
course  as  Muslim.  Though  they  know 
English,  Megy  is  translating  my  lessons, 
avoiding  so  heretic  views  by  using  wrong 
Bulgarian  vocabulary;  they  may  receive 
wrong  conceptions  about  the  WORD. 
If  they  do  not  understand  the  Bulgariaii 
terms,  Megy  is  able  to  translate  in  Turkish 
even  into  the  Roma-Gypsy  language. 

During  the  first  session  1  explained 
the  work-tools  they  received:  the  Bible 
and  information  on  how  to  hnd  the 
verses  which  are  mentioned,  the  book 
Questions  of  Life,  the  study  manual,  and 
advices  on  how  .to  use  their  copybooks. 
Traditionally  they  would  never  underline 
verses  in  the  Koran,  which  is  violation  to 
the  Holy  Book. 

I  explained  my  goal:  "understanding 
of  the  topics  of  the  lessons  and  the 
practical  values  for  application."  This  is 
more  important  than  to  learn  all  kinds 
of  facts  by  memorization.  Another  goal 
is  communication  and  sharing  thoughts 
together:  "let  your  hearts  speak."  Every 
lesson  needs  clear  challenges  to  decision- 
making. 

Before  the  lesson  begins  we  enjoy 
a  friendship  meal  with  sandwiches  to 
promote  the  feeling  of  fellowship  and 
familiarity;  we  form  a  family  together. 
On  the  first  evening  they  ate  only  one 
sandwich,  because  it  is  indecent  to  hll 
your  stomach  when  you  visit  someone's 
home  for  the  first  time.  1  forced  them 
more  or  less  to  take  the  leftovers  home. 
Some  had  no  food  at  home  that  night 
and  our  leftover  was  a  blessing  to  them 
and  the  ones  at  home.  Thank  you  Lord. 

Please  pray  for  this  special  ministry 
and  these  remarkable  young  persons. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


634  Henderson  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  1.800.653.0854  •  www.moc.edu 


at 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Admissions  Team  Travels  to  College  Days/Nights 

Mount  Olive  College  Admissions  team  members  will  be  in  your  neighborhood  during  the  fall  semester.  You  can  find 
them  at  your  local  college  visit  days/nights  so  be  sure  to  watch  the  schedule  for  your  area  so  you  can  meet  them.  If 
you  want  more  information,  contact  <admissions@moc.edu>  or  call  800-653-0854.  We  will  be  glad  to  send  you  the 
schedule  for  your  area. 

Campus  Visitation  Days 

November  11,  2011  and  January  16,  2012.  High  school  seniors  and  juniors  and  their  families  can  learn  more  about 
applying  for  college,  how  to  get  scholarships,  tryouts,  and  auditions  for  athletic  teams  and  musical  groups,  when 
they  attend  Visitation  Day.  Campus  tours  will  include  a  visit  of  the  residence  halls,  academic,  and  athletic  facilities 
and  conversations  with  faculty  and  students.  Contact  <admissions@moc.edu>  or  call  800-653-0854  to  make  your 
reservation. 

Apply  for  College  Now 

It's  not  too  early  to  make  application  to  Mount  Olive  College.  Use  our  free  online  application  at  <www.moc.edu> 
to  get  your  name  in  early.  If  you  want  us  to  put  your  name  on  our  mailing  list,  complete  our  contact  form  on  the 
website  too. 

Athletics  Recruiting  Questionnaire 

Many  OFWB  students  ask  us  about  how  to  become  a  member  of  an  athletic  team.  Visit  our  website  at  <www.moc. 
edu>  and  click  on  athletics  to  find  all  our  teams  and  a  special  recruitment  questionnaire  to  let  our  coaches  know  of 
your  interest. 

ONE-NIGHT-A-WEEK:  College  Programs  for  Adults:  Call  1-800-NEW-GOAL 

Mount  Olive  College  offers  programs  for  adults  who  have  little  or  no  college  experience  as  well  as  for  students  who 
have  already  acquired  some  college  credit.  To  find  out  how  you  can  complete  your  associate  and/or  bachelor  degree. 
MOC  Programs  are  available  at  Mount  Olive,  New  Bern,  Jacksonville,  Washington,  Wilmington,  and  Research  Triangle 
Park.  Call  1-800-NEW-GOAL  to  be  connected  the  location  nearest  you,  or  visit  <www.moc.edu>  to  learn  more. 

Multiple  Start  Dates 

Fall  enrollment  dates  are  available  now.  Semesters  are  divided  into  three  5-week  sessions  A,  B,  and  C,  thus  making 
it  possible  to  begin  classes  at  nine  different  start  dates  throughout  the  year.  Each  class  meets  for  5  weeks  from  6-10 
P.M.  one  night  a  week. 

Programs  Available 

Upper  level  programs  leading  to  the  bachelor's  degree  include  Management  and  Organizational  Development, 
Management  of  Information  Systems,  Health  care  Management,  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology,  Early  Childhood 
Education,  and  Religion.  Students  with  little  or  no  college  can  start  their  general  education  courses  if  they  are  21  or 
older  and  have  graduated  from  high  school  or  have  their  GED.  Call  1-800-NEW-GOAL  to  be  directed  to  the  location 
nearest  you  or  visit  <www.moc.edu>  to  learn  more. 


bducatioyial  Opporti4yiities 
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Howard  Scott  Serves  as  Interim  Director  of  Alumni  Relations 

at  Mount  Olive  College 


Mount  Olive  College  has  appointed  Howard  F.  Scott  as 
interim  director  of  Alumni  Relations.  Scott  fills  the  position 
vacated  by  long-time  Mount  Olive  College  employee 
Dianne  B.  Riley  who  served  The  College  for  38  years  in  a 
variety  of  capacities  including  director  of  Admissions  and 
for  the  past  14  years  as  director  of  Alumni  Relations. 

Scott,  who  has  served  on  the  Mount  Olive  College  Board 
of  Trustees  since  1978,  is  taking  a  leave  of  absence  from 
that  position  to  assist  The  College  in  transitioning  to  new 
leadership  in  the  area  of  Alumni  Relations. 

According  to  Vice  President  for  Institutional  Advancement 
Kevin  J.  Jean,  Scott  will  serve  as  interim  director  for  a 
minimum  of  90  days  and  a  maximum  of  180  days.  During 
this  time  Scott  will  prepare  a  strategic  plan  for  the  Alumni 
Office  that  will  outline  how  the  office  will  move  forward 
in  serving  the  needs  of  alumni.  Some  of  the  areas  will 
include  providing  outreach  opportunities  to  engage  alumni, 
establishing  professional  group  connections  in  the  cities 
closest  to  The  College's  seven  geographically  distributed 
locations  in  eastern  North  Carolina,  and  expanding  affinity 
programs  to  name  a  few. 

"Howard  is  really  being  generous  with  his  time  and  talents 
to  assist  us  in  this  transitional  period,"  Jean  said.  "It's  very 
important  that  more  alumni  become  participatory  in  terms 
of  what  we  are  doing.  So,  we  are  taking  our  time  to  find  just 
the  right  person  that  will  have  ideas  and  synergy,  and  who 
can  connect  with  the  Institutional  Advancement  Office  in 
terms  of  donor  relations.  We  need  someone  who  can  be  fully 
engaged  with  the  Alumni  Board  and  recognize  that  being 
part  of  alumni  means  being  part  of  The  College  in  every 
component — working  together  to  meet  the  mission  and  vision 
of  this  institution  throughout  the  twenty-first  century." 

Scott  recently  retired  from  the  North  Carolina  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  where  he  worked  for  35  years.  Throughout 
his  career  he  has  earned  numerous  awards  including  the 
Order  of  the  North  Carolina  Long  Leaf  Pine,  North 


Cooperative  Extension  Leadership  Award,  Dalton  Proctor 
Award  for  Outstanding  Leadership  in  4-H,  RJ  Reynolds 
Award  for  Outstanding  Extension  County  Program, 
City  of  Goldsboro  Individual  Humanitarian  Award,  and 
Outstanding  Alumni  Award  from  Mount  Olive  College 
Alumni  Association.  Most  recently  he  was  inducted  into  the 
NC  4-H  Hall  of  Fame.  Scott  is  a  1974  graduate  of  Mount 
Olive  College  where  he  earned  his  associate's  degree.  He 
earned  his  BS  degree  in  agriculture  education  and  his  MS 
degree  in  adult  education  both  from  NC  State  University. 


Mount  Olive  College  Has  S 

Mount  Olive  College  welcomed  a  freshmen  class  of 
230  with  about  190  of  those  being  resident  students. 
Freshmen  move-in  was  Saturday,  August  13.  Several 
churches,  local  businesses,  and  alumni  were  on  hand 
to  make  the  transition  as  smooth  as  possible. 

During  Welcome  Week  students  had  the  opportunity 
to  meet  with  peer  mentors,  attend  academic  area 
receptions,  and  participate  in  a  service  learning  activity 
in  the  community.  Some  other  key  events  included  a 


irted  a  New  Academic  Year 

library  orientation  activity,  a  parents'  reception  hosted 
by  President  and  Mrs.  Philip  Kerstetter,  and  a  worship 
service  on  Sunday  morning. 

An  opening  Convocation  took  place  on  Saturday, 
August  13.  It  began  with  a  brief  address  by  Dr. 
Kerstetter  and  concluded  with  a  candlelight  ceremony 
and  singing  of  the  Mount  Olive  College  Alma  Mater. 

Returning  students  arrived  on  Monday,  August  15 
and  classes  began  on  Tuesday,  August  16. 
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Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 
Mount  Olive  College 
Saturday,  September  24,  201 1  at  6:00  p.m. 

The  annual  Bridge  Builders  Appreciation  Dinner  is  provided  by  the  College  to  express 
gratitude  to  Free  Will  Baptists  for  their  support  at  the  annual  dinners.  To  help  Free  Will  Baptists 
understand  the  ministry  of  the  College  and  the  educational  service  it  provides  for  its  students,  a 
program  of  inspirational  music  will  be  given  by  the  Mount  Olive  College  music  department. 


This  event  honors  the  Bridge  Builders  from  the  2010  dinners.  Bridge  Builders  are  those  who 
make  unrestricted  gifts  of  $1 00  or  more  at  their  county  dinners.  They  have  made  an  outstanding 
contribution  to  the  advancement  of  Mount  Olive  College. 


Reply  Form 

(Please  return  by  Monday,  September  19,  2011) 

Yes,  I  plan  to  attend  the  Bridge  Builders  Appreciation  Dinner,  Saturday,  September  24,  2011. 


There  will  be        in  my  party  attending. 

Please  mail  to: 

Name: 

Hope  McPherson  Fields 

Address: 

Assistant  Director  of  Church  Support 
Mount  Olive  College 
634  Henderson  Street 

Phone  Number: 

Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 

Church: 

(919)  658-7714  or  (800)  653-0854 
hfields@moc.edu 
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"Kyle's  words  are,  at  once,  profound  and  practical.'' 
—  Max  Lucado 


not  a  fan. 


BECOMING  A  COMPLETELY  COMMITTED 
FOLLOWER  OF  JESUS 

kvle  idieman 


not  a  fan. 

by  Kyle  Idieman 


/ 


"Jesus  never  asked  us  to  sit  on  the 
sidelines  and  cheer  for  his  cause." 

—  Craig  Groeschel,  senior  pastor  of  LifeChurch.tv 
Are  you  a  fan  or  a  follower? 

The  dictionary  defines  a  fan  as  "an  enthusiastic  admirer."  Fans  want 
to  be  close  enough  to  Jesus  to  get  all  the  benefits,  but  not  so  close 
that  it  requires  sacrifice.  Fans  may  be  fine  with  repeating  a  prayer, 
attending  church  on  the  weekend,  and  slapping  a  Jesus  fish  on 
their  bumpers.  But  is  that  really  the  extent  of  the  relationship  Jesus 
wants? 

Jesus  was  never  interested  in  having  admirers.  It's  not  fans  he  is 
looking  for. 

Not  a  Fan.  challenges  you  to  consider  what  it  really  means  to  call 
yourself  a  Christain.  With  a  direct  frankness  that  you  are  not  likely  to 
hear  in  Sunday  School  class,  Kyle  invites  you  to  take  an  honest  look 
at  your  relationship  with  Jesus.  His  call  to  follow  may  seem  radical 
to  us,  but  Jesus  desires  it  for  every  believer. 

"Get  out  your  highlighter  and  let  kyle  take  you  back  to  the  core  of 
Christianity.  You  may  never  enjoy  being  challenged  more  than  by 
reading  this  clear,  compelling,  and  winsome  book!" 

—  Lee  Strobe!,  New  York  Times  Bestselling  Author 


or  visit  one  of  our  Bible 
Bookstore  locations  in  Ayden, 
Kinston,  or  New  Bern,  NC. 


Retail  $14.99  •  Our  Price  $9.97 
To  order/purchase,  contact: 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

1-800-849-3927  ext.  1 


not  a  fan. 

COMPLETELY.  COmiTTED.  FOLLOWER. 


Also  Available 

Not  A  Fan:  Small  Group  Study— Adult 

Retail  $69.99  •  Our  Price  $55.97 

Not  A  Fan:  T-Shirt 

Retail  $11.00  •  Our  Price  $8.87 

Not  A  Fan:  The  Movie 

Retail  $14.99  •  Our  Price  $11 .97 

Not  A  Fan:  Wristband 

Retail  $2.00  •  Our  Price  $1.57 

Not  A  Fan:  Pastor's  Resource  Kit 

Retail  $39.99  •  Our  Price  $31.97 

Not  A  Fan:  Travel  Coffee  Mug 

Retail  $16.99  •  Our  Price  $13.57 

Not  A  Fan:  Follower's  Journal 

Retail  $9.95  •  Our  Price  $7.97 

Not  A  Fan:  Window  Cling 

Retail  $2.99  •  Our  Price  $2.37 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MINISTRY 

P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbsundayschool.org 


ARE  YOU  LOOKING  FOR  LEARNING  OPPORTUNITIES? 

Listed  below,  you  will  find  several  conferences/activities  over  the  next  few  months  that  could  possibly 
enhance  the  programs  of  outreach  at  your  church. 

O  Back-to-Church  Sunday:  September  18,  2011 
backtochurch.com 

^  Connected  Church  Conference:  September  21-23,  2011,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
info@connectedchurchconference.com 

^  D6  Conference:  September  21-23,  2011— Dallas,  TX 

d6conference.com  (Now  on-stage  classes  are  offered  in  Spanish) 

^  Life  Serve:  Developing  People;  Growing  Ministry:  September  26-29,  2011,  Louisville,  KY 
lifeserve.group.com 

^  Kid  Min — Children's  Ministry  Conference:  October  7-10,  2011,  Chicago,  IL 
childrensministry.com/kidmin 

O  EMERGE  'N  ENGAGE:  December  27-29,  2011  and  January  14-16,  2012,  Pigeon  Forge,  TN 
www.strengthtostand.com 


Looking  Ahead 

to  Vacation  Bible  School  Time  for  2012 

Adventures  on  Promise  Island: 

Where  Kids  Discover  God's  Lifesaving  Love  (Standard  Publishing) 
SKY:  Everything  Is  Possible  With  God  (Group  Publishing) 
Babylon:  Daniel's  Courage  in  Captivity  (Group  Publishing) 
Amazing  Wonders:  Aviation 

LifeWay  Publications  Space  Quest  (LifeWay  Publications) 
SonRise  National  Park  (Gospel  Light  Publishing) 
Operation  Overboard  (Cokesbury  Publishing) 
Get  Connected  (Abington  Press) 
Bug  Zone  (Regular  Baptist  Press) 

IncrediWorld  Amazement  Park  (Answers  in  Genesis  (AiG)) 
Amazing  Desert  Journey  (Concordia  House  Publishing) 
Sonlight  Express:  Jesus  and  Me  (Bogard  Press) 

If  the  Sunday  School  Ministry  Staff  can  be  of  any  service  in  these  areas, 
please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  the  Headquarters  at  (252)  746-4963  or 
e-mail  at  <director@ofwbsundayschool.org>. 
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Eighth  Annual  Paper  Products  Drive 


On  July  15,  the  campus  of  the  Children's  Home 
was  all  a  buzz  while  the  children  waited  for  time 
to  go  to  the  Carolina  MudCats  baseball  game.  They 
arrived  at  the  game  to  see  people  dropping  off 
paper  products,  cleaning  supplies,  towels,  sheets, 
and  other  supplies:  people  coming  together  to 
support  The  Home.  More  than  1,000  game  tickets 
were  sold  to  members  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Denomination.  The  children  and  staff 
enjoyed  the  game,  and  especially  the  fireworks. 

Much  effort  had  already  been  spent  on  collecting 
supplies  by  members  of  Rose  Hill  Church  and 
Spring  Branch  Church  prior  to  the  game.  The 
Layman's  League  from  Spring  Branch  worked 
for  many  months  collecting,  loading,  delivering. 


and  unloading  the  donated  supplies.  Members 
of  Rose  Hill  Church  also  collected  supplies  and 
then  assisted  with  the  loading,  unloading,  and 
transportation  of  the  goods  to  The  Home.  This 
successful  drive  is  now  an  annual  event,  with  this 
being  the  eighth  year. 

We  are  so  grateful  to  all  who  participated  in 
making  this  drive  another  successful  drive  for  the 
Children's  Home.  Many  supplies  were  collected, 
and  the  savings  to  The  Home  is  invaluable.  A 
special  thanks  goes  to  all  of  the  men  who  worked 
through  the  first  five  innings  of  the  baseball  game 
so  they  could  load,  deliver,  and  unload  all  of  the 
collected  supplies. 
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Campus  Visitors 


On  July  21,  members  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Bailey 
Lodge  shared  a  meal  with  the  children  and  staff  on  campus.  It 
was  a  great  evening  of  good  food  and  good  fellowship  that  was 
enjoyed  by  all. 


On  August  1,  members  of  Selma  Church,  along  with  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Frank  Grubbs,  visited  The  Home  to  share  a  meal 
with  the  children  and  staff.  Hot  dogs  and  hamburgers  with  all  the 
trimmings  were  top  of  the  menu. 


Campus  Needs  List 


•  Large  Rechargeable  Flashlights 
(one  for  each  cottage) 

•  Pillow  Covers 

•  Body  Wash  for  Boys  and  Girls 

•  Trash  Cans  and  Trash  Bags 
(13  gallon  or  larger) 

•  Curtains/Valances 

•  Telephone  Calling  Cards 

•  Gift  Cards  for  Restaurants  ($150) 

•  Gift  Bibles  for  Residents 
(KJV,  call  for  details) 

•  Summer  Trip  Sponsor  ($3,500) 

•  Granite  Benches  for  Heritage  Hall 
(call  for  details) 

•  Paper  Plates,  Napkins,  and  Cups 

•  Canned  Soft  Drinks  and  Bottled 
Water  or  Juices,  and  Individually 
Wrapped  Snacks  for  Summer 
Recreation  Daily  Refreshments 

•  Non-Perishable  Food  Items 
(call  for  details) 


Don't  forget 
to  mark  your  calendars! 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 
will  host  the  annual  Friends  of  Children's 
Day  on  November  19,  2011.  More  details 
will  be  announced  soon. 


1     2  3 
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FOUNDATION  FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 


619  W.  Main  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  919.658.3855  •  wraper@moc.edu 


W.  Burkette  and  Rose  M.  Raper  Endowment  Established 


Hie  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 
recently  announced  the  W.  Burkette  Raper  and  Rose  M. 
Raper  Endowment  for  Educational  and  Charitable  Purposes. 
Dr.  Raper  often  quoted  Horace  Mann  saying,  "Be  afraid  to 
die  until  you  have  won  some  small  victory  for  humanity."  At 
his  passing  on  August  1,  2011,  Dr.  Raper  had  won  many  large 
and  small  victories  tor  humanity.  With  the  establishment  of 
this  endowment,  that  legacy  of  victories  will  continue  without 
end  as  a  benefit  to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

Each  year  the  Foundation  Board  of  Directors  will  declare 
a  distribution  from  the  endowment  that  may  be  used  for:  1) 
scholarships  for  qualified  students  preparing  for  Christian 
ministry  at  an  accredited  institution  of  higher  education,  2) 
for  the  work  of  The  Foundation  or,  3)  for  a  ministry  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
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Many  have  heard  Dr.  Raper  say  that  he  owed  a  great  debt 
to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  After  his  sixty  years  of  service 
in  the  ministry,  any  debt  he  might  have  owed  was  surely 
cancelled,  but  his  desire  was  that  a  lasting  legacy  be  left  for 
others  beyond  his  lifetime.  Those  wishing  to  join  in  the  vision 
to  leave  a  lasting  legacy  are  invited  to  consider  making  a  gift, 
in  memory  of  Dr.  Raper,  to  the  Raper  Endowment  through 
the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries,  R  O. 
Box  210,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365-0210.  The  Foundation 
telephone  number  is  (919)  658-5250. 

With  gratitude  for  each  gift  given  to  the  Raper  Endowment, 
an  acknowledgment  card  will  be  sent  the  Raper  family. 
Because  The  Foundation  is  a  501  (c)  (3)  non-profit  Christian 
charitable  organization,  all  contributions  to  The  Foundation 
are  tax-deductible. 


A  Summary  of  the  Life  of 

William  Burkette  Raper 

{Adapted  from  the  program  prepared  by  his  family  for  his  funeral  service.) 


William  Burkette  Raper,  son  of  William 
Cecil  and  Beulah  Davis  Raper,  was  born  on 
September  10,  1927  in  Wilson  County,  NC. 
He  was  the  oldest  of  four  children:  James 
Earl,  Mary  R.  O'Donnell,  and  Catherine 
R.  Davenport  (deceased).  After  the  death  of 
his  father  in  1936,  Burkette  entered  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Orphanage  in  Middlesex,  where 
he  lived  until  graduation  from  Middlesex 
High  School  in  1944. 

He  earned  a  Bachelor  ofArts  in  Liberal  Arts 
in  1947  from  Duke  University  and  a  Master 
of  Divinity  in  1952  from  Duke  Divinity 
School.  In  1960,  Atlantic  Christian  College, 
now  Barton  College,  awarded  Burkette  an 
honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree.  In  1962, 
he  earned  a  Master  of  Science  in  Higher 
Education  from  Florida  State  University. 

A  major  decision  in  his  life  was  to  enter 
the  ministry  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  and  in  1946  he  was  ordained  by  the 
Western  Conference  of  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina.  He  served 
as  the  pastor  of  Oak  Grove  in  Sampson 
County,  Stony  Hill  and  Memorial  Chapel 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 
in  Nash  County,  Arapahoe  in  Pamlico 
County,  Friendship  in  Jones  County,  and 
Howell  Swamp  and  Hull  Road  in  Greene 
County.  He  also  served  as  the  Promotional 
Director  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
State  Convention  in  1953  and  1954.  Prior 
to  his  death,  he  held  the  distinction  of  being 
the  longest  tenured  living  ordained  minister 
of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

On  August  19,  1951,  Burkette  married 
Annie  Rose  Mallard  in  Friendship  Church 
near  Trenton,  NC.  Together  they  reared  six 
children:  Olivia  R.  Best  of  Faison;  Kristie 
R.  Bailey  (Gary)  of  Goldsboro;  Burke 
Raper,  (Susan)  of  Durham;  Elizabeth 
R.  Hood  (Brad)  of  LaGrange;  Laura  R. 
Buddin  (Mike)  of  Murrells  Inlet,  SC,  and 
Stephen  L.  Raper,  deceased.  They  have  nine 
grandchildren:  Jeffrey  Lassiter  (Emily),  Will 
Best  (Meghan),  Suzanne  Wise  (Anthony), 
Justin  Bailey,  Mathew  Hood,  Michael  Hood, 
Carl  Buddin,  Catherine  Buddin,  and  Grace 
Buddin;  and  six  great  grandchildren:  Alexis 
Wise,  Morgan  Wise,  Miranda  Blizzard, 
Shannon  Wise,  Annie  Rose  Lassiter,  and 


Andrew  Lassiter.  Additional  family  members 
include  a  brother-in-law,  Fred  A.  Davenport, 
two  half-brothers,  David  Jones  and  Daniel 
Jones,  and  a  half-sister,  Sally  J.  Taylor. 

On  August  2,  1954,  he  became  the 
President  of  Mount  Olive  College,  a  two 
year  liberal  arts  college,  owned  and  operated 
by  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  When  appointed 
President  of  the  College  at  the  age  of  26,  he 
was  the  youngest  college  president  in  the 
United  States;  when  he  retired  as  president 
in  January,  1995,  he  had  the  distinction  of 
being  the  current  longest-tenured  college 
president  in  the  nation.  During  his  40  years 
as  president,  he  guided  the  development  of 
The  College  from  a  two-year  junior  college 
to  an  accredited  four-year  senior  college. 


After  retiring  as  The  College  President,  he 
served  Mount  Olive  College  as  Director  of 
Planned  Giving  for  10  years,  making  a  total 
of  50  years  of  service  to  The  College. 

Following  his  50  years  of  service  to  Mount 
Olive  College,  he  worked  to  establish  the 
North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian 
Ministries,  which  is  affiliated  with  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
Since  its  founding  in  2005,  the  mission  of 
The  Foundation  has  been  to  communicate 
the  Christian  faith  by  serving  as  a  medium 
for  charitable  and  educational  purposes. 

All  together,  William  Burkette  Raper, 
through  his  ministry  to  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  completed  65  years  of  service  to 
God  and  humanity. 
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Selected  Quotes  on  the  Life  of  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 


Significance,  not  success,  is  what  people  truly  seek  in 
life.  Dr.  Raper  found  the  significance  in  life  that  we  all 
desire. 

—  Dr.  Nido  Qubein  — 

President  of  High  Point  University 

His  vision,  his  faith  inspired  us  to  seek  "expanding 
horizons"  and  to  pursue  "the  road  to  excellence."  He 
challenged  us  to  believe  that  our  future  was  limited 
only  by  the  breadth  of  our  vision  and  the  depth  of  our 
faith. 

—  Dr.  David  Hines  — 

Dean  of  the  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Mount  Olive  College 

Today  there  is  no  lack  of  vision  and  dreamers.  What 
we  lack  are  leaders  who  can  show  us  where  we  need  to 
go  and  who  are  able  to  give  us  a  reason  to  make  the 
journey.  Dr.  Raper  was  that  leader.  He  challenged  us 
to  reach  deeply  within  ourselves  and  then  by  working 


together  do  things  we  never  dreamed  possible.  While 
a  man  like  this  cannot  be  replaced  I  have  no  doubt  that 
there  are  leaders  among  us  who  will  see  value  in  his 
vision  and  will  rise  up  to  guide  us  along  the  pathway  of 
excellence  as  we  continue  our  spiritual  journey. 

—  The  Reverend  Donald  Fader  — 

Pastor  of  Friendship  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

I  remember  Dr.  Raper  as  this  person  you  could  not 
say  "no"  to,  not  because  he  intimidated  you,  but  because 
he  persuaded  you.  People  did  not  say  "no"  because  they 
wanted  to  be  his  partner. 

—  Dr.  Nido  Qubein  — 

President  of  High  Point  University 

On  October  26,  1996  more  than  200  friends,  family, 
and  colleagues  gathered  at  The  College  to  celebrate  Dr. 
Raper's  50  years  in  the  ministry  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  a  ministry  that  began  with  his  ordination  in 


From  left  to  right  are:  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Dr.  Nido  Qubein,  and  Dr.  Philip  P.  Kerstetter 
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1946  while  he  was  a  student  at  Duke  University.  At 
the  time  of  this  celebration  he  is  quoted  as  saying,  "The 
fulfillment  of  life  is  in  finding  something  bigger  than 
ourselves  to  live  for,  and  in  giving  over  to  something 
that  will  outlive  us." 

I  firmly  believe  we  can  say  that  over  the  course  of  his 
life  Burkette  found  that  something  larger  than  himself 
and  that  this  happened  because  the  Lord  of  lite  sought 
after  and  laid  his  hand  upon  a  teenage  boy,  who  had 
found  a  home  in  a  church-sponsored  orphanage,  and 
set  him  on  a  path  of  duty  and  service  that  would  enrich 
the  lives  of  thousands  of  people  of  all  ages  and  make 
this  region  of  our  state  a  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

—  Dr.  Michael  Pelt  — 

Religion  Professor  Emeritus  of  Mount  Olive  College 

Many  times  we  attempt  to  measure  the  success  of  a 
person's  life  simply  in  their  accomplishments — a  list  of 
great  things  they  have  done.  I  believe  the  truer  measure 
of  success  is  in  the  rare  gift  given  to  a  few  who  inspire 
others  to  greatness;  to  be  more  than  they  ever  imagined 
or  hoped  they  could  be. 

—  Dr.  Don  Ribeiro  — 

Treasurer  of  the  NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 

A  life  well  lived  is  never  long  enough  and  while  we 
mourn  his  passing  we  should  remember  to  thank  God 
that  such  a  man  lived. 

—  The  Reverend  Donald  Fader  — 

Pastor  of  Friendship  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Let  us  recommit  ourselves  to  the  vision  and  passion 
that  so  consumed  Dr.  Raper.  Let  us  offer  our  very  selves 
to  be  transformed  into  the  image  of  Christ  for  the  sake 
of  others. 

—  Dr.  David  Hines  — 

Dean  of  the  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Mount  Olive  College 

The  seal  of  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for 
Christian  Ministries  has  a  set  of  footprints  walking 
toward  the  light.  Today,  and  for  the  rest  of  my  life 
these  footprints  represent  a  heritage  left  by  a  great  man 
who  has  inspired  me  to  work  diligently  to  leave  a  legacy 
worthy  of  his  vision. 

—  Dr.  Don  Ribeiro  — 

Treasurer  of  the  NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 
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COMMUNITY  CONNECTION 


32  Years  of  Perfect  Attendance 

On  July  30,  Sunday  School  Superintendent  Phil  Williamson,  of  Warden's  Grove  Church  in 
Lowland,  was  privileged  to  award  Brother  Roscoe  Rice  with  a  32-year  perfect  attendance 
pin.  He's  been  attending  every  Sunday  since  his  retirement  from  his  job  on  a  tugboat  in 
1979.  Brother  Roscoe  is  95  years  old  and  has  been  a  member  of  Warden's  Grove  for  over 
62  years.  He  was  ordained  as  a  Deacon  shortly  after  becoming  a  member  and  continues 
to  serve  on  the  board.  He  taught  the  adult  Sunday  School  class  until  a  couple  of  years  ago 
when  he  gave  up  his  position  due  to  health  reasons.  Part  of  his  testimony  is  "though  he 
may  not  be  able  to  sing,  preach,  or  do  other  things,  the  one  thing  he  can  do,  is  be  present 
for  services!"  Brother  Roscoe  continues  his  faithfulness  and  remains  active,  supporting 
all  aspects  of  the  church. 
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SpeciaC Announcement  g^o 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  is  preparing  a  Special  Memorial  Issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  to  celebrate  the  life  and  work  of  Dr.  William  Burkette  Raper 
(September  10,  1927-August  1,  2011). 

We  welcome  anyone  who  would  like  to  send  in  special  thoughts,  memories, 
pictures,  etc.  You  may  e-mail  these  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  mail  them  to: 

Editor 

P.O.  Box  159  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 


Submissions  should  be  received  no  later  than  September  9,  2011 


Cabin  OFWB  Church 
Welcomes  New  Pastor 

Cabin  Church  of  Beulaville,  NC  is  very  excited  as 
we  welcome  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jay  Winberry. 
The  Rev.  Winberry  and  his  wife,  Beth,  along  with 
their  children.  Sierra,  Noah,  Jordon,  and  Justin 
come  to  us  from  the  Mill  Creek  Community, 
Carteret  County,  NC. 

He  is  a  former  pastor  of  Gethsemane  Church, 
New  Bern,  NC  and  Faith  Church,  Morehead  City, 
and  also  other  churches  in  down  east  Carteret 
County.  They  have  moved  into  our  church 
parsonage  and  we  hope  they  will  enjoy  living  in  the 
Cabin  Community. 

He  began  his  pastorate  at  Cabin  Church  on  July 
24  and  we  are  praying  and  looking  forward  with 
much  anticipation,  expecting  to  do  great  things. 

We  invite  everyone  to  come,  as  opportunity 
permits,  and  worship  with  us  and  meet  our  new 
pastor.  We  have  Sunday  School  each  Simday  at  9:45 
A.M.,  Worship  Service  at  11:00  a.m.,  and  Sunday 
evening  service  at  6:00  p.m.  We  have  midweek 
prayer  meeting  at  7:00  p.m. 

We  just  want  to  say  "Welcome  Brother  Jay 
Winberry!"  We  hope  you  and  your  family  are  very 
happy  to  be  a  part  of  Cabin  Church.  Cabin  Church 
is  located  at  the  intersection  of  Highway  111  North 
and  Sarecta  Road,  Beulaville  NC. 


Powhatan  Youth  Group 


Training  Op  a  Child 


BY  RITA  O.  JONES 

Powhatan  Church  in  Clayton  is  pleased  to 
announce  the  ordination  of  a  new  minister,  the  Rev. 
Chris  Bagley.  His  mother  first  came  to  Powhatan  in 
the  early  1980s  at  the  urging  of  an  old  high  school 
friend  because  she  was  looking  for  a  loving  church 
where  she  could  raise  her  boys.  She  became  very 
involved  and  raised  both  her  sons  to  be  active  in 
the  youth  group.  She  took  them  to  youth  rallies 
and  kept  them  busy  in  Sunday  School,  VBS,  and 
Christmas  plays  each  year.  In  1998,  Chris  became 
the  captain  of  the  first  YFA  Bible  Bowl  team  at 
Powhatan.  They  took  first  place  in  the  Cape  Fear 
District  and  second  place  at  the  state  level  in  the 
spring  of  1999.  His  mother  was  so  very  proud  of 
both  her  boys.  She  was  battling  cancer  and  passed 
away  on  Thanksgiving,  1999.  Both  her  sons  were 
on  the  team  that  won  first  place  at  the  Cape  Fear 
and  the  state  in  2000.  Chris  worked  with  the  youth 
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at  Powhatan  once  he  became  an  adult  and  now 
he  has  a  son  of  his  own.  He  works  as  a  substitute 
teacher  in  Johnston  County.  Powhatan  hosted  the 
ordination  service  on  July  24  with  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  serving  refreshments  afterwards. 
Congratulations  to  the  Rev.  Bagley  and  thank  you 
to  the  Board  of  Ordination  for  the  ceremony! 

A  Mudcats  baseball  game  was  enjoyed  by  the 
youth  group  as  well  as  several  adult  chaperones 
on  July  15.  The  heat  could  not  keep  the  enthusiastic 
bunch  from  celebrating  a  favorite  summer  pastime 
with  the  hot  dogs  and  drinks  that  go  along  with 
it! 

Another  member  of  the  Bible  Bowl  teams  from 
1998-2003  had  a  celebration  on  July  30.  A  wedding 
shower  for  Nikki  Jones  &  Jacob  King  was  held 
in  the  church  fellowship,  hall.  The  wedding  will 
take  place  in  September  and  the  Rev.  Bagley  is 
scheduled  to  perform  the  service.  Nikki  was  the 


From  left  to  right  are:  Roberta  Windhalm,  Dani  Allen, 
Cynthia  Narron,  and  Chris  Bagely. 


From  left  to  right  are:  Clay  Coats,  Kelsey  Coats,  Crystal  Guy, 
Nikki  Jones,  and  Will  Allen. 


captain  of  the  AFC  team  that  won  the  state 
championship  in  1999  before  she  moved 
up  to  the  YFA  team  the  following  year.  She 
served  as  a  Cape  Fear  youth  officer  and  as  the 
state  youth  recording  secretary  as  a  teenager 
at  Powhatan.  She  currently  teaches  civics  at 
Middle  Creek  High  School  in  Wake  County 
and  was  recently  published  in  the  Journal  of 
the  Berks  County  (Pa.)  Historical  Society. 

The  youth  group  at  Powhatan  held  a 
luncheon  on  July  31  to  raise  funds  for  their 
summer  trip  to  Camp  Vandemere.  Youth 
members  served  the  plates  of  chicken  and 
acted  as  waiters  and  waitresses,  making  sure 
every  glass  stayed  full  and  that  everyone 
enjoyed  a  dessert.  Thank  you  to  everyone 
who  took  part  and  helped  send  the  youth  to 
camp. 

Congratulations  to  yet  another  former 
member  of  those  Bible  Bowl  teams!  Cynthia 
Narron  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Paul  Bomar 
in  a  ceremony  by  pastor  the  Rev.  Roger  Hill 
held  on  August  6.  Cynthia  took  part  in  Bible 
Bowl  and  her  mother,  Ann,  was  a  coach. 
Both  are  members  of  the  church  choir. 
The  reception  followed  the  wedding  in  the 
fellowship  hall.  May  God  richly  bless  their 
union. 


Winterville  Church 
Announces  New  Pastor 

John  Hill  now  serves  the  Winterville  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  as  Senior  Pastor.  John  holds  a  Bachelor's  Degree 
in  Religion  from  Mount  Olive  College,  a  Master  of  Divinity 
in  Christian  Education  from  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
at  Richmond,  and  is  a  Doctor  of  Ministry  candidate  at 
Campbell  University.  He  currently  serves  as  the  director  of 
the  Youth  Ministries  of  OFWB  and  is  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  OFWB  International  (Foreign  Missions). 
John  is  a  certified  leadership  coach  and  consultant  for 
youth  ministry  programs.  John  also  serves  as  a  board 
member  of  multiple  not-for-profit  organizations  focused 
on  community  development  and  providing  educational 
services  to  the  underprivileged. 

John  is  married  to  Joy  Daughtry  Hill  and  will  soon  adopt 
two  children  from  Brazil. 


Local  Missionaries  on  a  Local  Mission  Field 


The  primary  goal  of  Blended  Fellowship  Mission/Ministry 
is  to  help  Deaf  people,  from  the  youngest  to  the  oldest,  come 
to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  and  attain  spiritual 
growth  that  enables  them  to  share  their  faith  with  other 
Deaf  To  accomplish  this,  we  first  demonstrate  to  the  Deaf 
that  we  truly  care  about  them  through  various  services  we 
provide  and  second,  by  nurturing  a  blended  congregation 
of  Deaf  and  hearing  which  brings  together  several  ethnic 
spiritually  through  the  preaching  and  teaching  of  His 
Word. 

Foundational  to  our  ministry  is  the  building  of 
relationships,  based  on  trust  and  respect,  through  hands  on 
advocacy,  bridging  the  communication  gap,  and  offering 
practical  and  spiritual  guidance  in  day-to-day  life  issues. 

The  ministry  also  provides  resources  to  hearing  people 
who  have  an  interest  in  the  Deaf  culture  by  offering  Sign 
Language  opportunities,  support  for  other  advocates, 
support  for  young  parents  of  deaf  children,  support  of 
hearing  children  of  Deaf  parents,  programs  on  Deaf  culture 
and  Deaf  ministry  and  by  offering  aid  to  other  churches 
or  groups  interested  in  starting  a  Deaf  outreach  in  their 
community. 

During  the  12  years  we've  been  in  existence,  our  primary 
target  group  has  been  Deaf  adults.  We  are  currently 
expanding  our  focus  to  reach  a  broader  group  of  deaf, 


starting  with  the  youngest.  We  are  in  the  preliminary 
stages  of  establishing  a  preschool  for  the  deaf,  working 
with  local  agencies  to  provide  and  enhance  Sign  Language 
skills  for  parents  and  their  deaf  child.  Currently,  there  is 
not  such  a  preschool  in  our  area  and  with  limited  home 
visits  from  special  agencies;  many  deaf  children  are  entering 
kindergarten  with  basically  no  language. 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  a  preschool  for  the  deaf,  we  are 
planning  to  provide  a  Summer  Enrichment  Program  for 
the  entire  month  of  July,  2012,  targeting  mainstreamed 
elementary  deaf  children,  to  help  them  retain  and  expand 
their  language  skills  and  academics  as  well  as  provide  for 
them  the  rare  opportunity  of  fellowship  with  other  deaf 
children. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum,  we  are  planning  a  Deaf 
senior  care  program  for  the  purpose  of  locating  and  visiting 
with  elderly  Deaf  in  local  facilities.  Often,  there  is  very 
limited  communication  for  them.  In  addition  to  visits,  we 
are  currently  securing  equipment  that  will  allow  them  to 
join  our  worship  services  via  the  Internet. 

Please  keep  these  endeavors  in  your  prayers  and 
consider  including  Blended  Fellowship  in  your  budget  or 
contributing  to  Blended  Fellowship's  endowment  through 
NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries. 


What's  Happening  at  New  Sandy 
Hill  OFWB  Church,  Bailey,  NC 

On  Sunday,  October  2,  New  Sandy  Hill  Church, 
Bailey,  will  have  their  annual  homecoming  celebration. 
This  year,  the  church  is  celebrating  120  years.  Although 
a  small  group  of  worshipers  met  in  homes  and  "bush 
shelter"  for  several  years  prior,  it  was  not  until  1891 
that  then,  Sandy  Hill  Church  was  recognized  by  the 
Western  conference  as  being  a  church. 

The  speaker  for  the  service  will  be  the  Rev.  Johnny 
Sullivan,  pastor  of  Daniel's  Chapel  FWB  Church, 
Wilson.  The  service  schedule  for  October  2  has  been 
modified  to  accommodate  the  worship  and  singspiration 
services,  a  memorial  service  by  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Paul 
Nicholson,  with  lunch  immediately  following.  Sunday 
School  will  begin  at  8:45  a.m.  and  worship  service  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.  Please  worship  with  us  and  join  in 
the  Christian  fellowship,  as  we  celebrate  this  milestone 
in  our  Christian  service.  The  address  for  the  church  is 
8021  New  Sandy  Hill  Church  Road,  Bailey,  NC. 
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VBS:  Inside  Out, 
Upside  Down  on  Mainstreet 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  June  12-15.  There  were 
approximately  40  children  and  adults  in  attendance  each 
night.  The  children  explored  scripture  and  concentrated  on 
a  new  word  for  each  lesson,  such  as  compassion,  grace,  and 
faithfulness.  Other  highlights  of  the  week  were  visits  by  the 
county  sheriff,  the  local  fire  department,  complete  with  fire 
trucks,  and  local  EMS  crew  persons. 

It  was  a  good  Bible  school  with  a  new  understanding  of 
compassion,  faithfulness  God's  grace^  and  service  to  others. 


*  *  *  Tribute  to  Our  Troops  *  *  * 


The  Compensatory  Education  Class  of:  Pamlico  Community 
College  presented  a  "Tribute  to  Our  Troops"  patriotic  celebration 
to  a  full  congregation  at  Warden's  Grove  in  Lowland  on  July 
30.  A  compilation  of  patriotic  songs  was  sung  as  a  slideshow 
of  our  troops  was  in  view.  "Why  I'm  Proud  to  be  American" 
was  written  and  read  by  Elizabeth  Snapp.  Soloist  and  readers 
also  included  Ashley  Aldridge,  Billy  Aldridge,  Morgan  Brophy, 
Nelvin  Bateman,  Timmy  Jones,  and  Elizabeth  Snapp. 


Pictured  leh  to  right  are:  Stephanie  dePiori  (pianist/assistant), 
Tillman  Ireland,  Nelvin  Bateman,  Timmy  Jones,  Morgan 
Brophy,  Elizabeth  Snapp,  Ashley  Aldridge,  Billy  Aldridge,  and 
Amanda  Bennett  (teacher). 

Dinner  was  served  following  the  presentation  with  decorations 
and  desserts  honoring  our  country,  troops  and  the  Comp.  Ed. 
Class. 


 ^  Celebrating  ISO  Years  of  Grace  ®-  

Pastor  William  Henry  Ward  and  the  church  family  of  Oak  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  the  Pee 
Dee  Association,  Bladenboro,  NC  will  be  "Celebrating  150  years  of  God's  Grace"  at  its  homecoming  service  on 
September  25,  2011.  It  is  our  hope  that  descendants  of  our  former  pastors  will  attend  this  homecoming  celebration. 

The  following  ministers  have  served  as  pastor  of  our  church  during  the  past  150  years:  David  Pait,  I.  Green,  W.R. 
Thompson,  David  Asbury  Hester,  Luther  Inman,  Evander  H.  Russ,  Sylvester  Todd,  Miller  Mallette,  W.L.  Baxley, 
Walter  Jernigan,  C.B.  Hansley,  L.L.  Parker,  Austin  L.  Duncan,  James  B.  Hardee,  Neil  Harrelson,  Davin  Johnson, 
Larry  Greenwood,  and  our  current  pastor,  William  Henry  Ward. 
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Pandamania  Pete  and  VBS participants. 


God— Country— Family 

God — Country — Family:  Those  were  the 
hallmarks  of  the  summer  at  Deep  Run  Church. 
On  June  26,  the  focus  was  on  family  when  five 
families  participated  in  a  child  dedication  service. 
Pastor  Josh  Whitfield  described  the  ceremony  as 
one  as  much  for  the  parents  and  congregation  as 
for  the  children.  "Christian  education  and  spiritual 
formation  are  the  responsibility  of  the  faith 
community  and  not  just  individuals.  Therefore, 
a  child  dedication  ceremony  dedicates  children 
to  the  service  of  the  Lord,  but  also  encourages 
parents  and  the  entire  faith  community  to  be  a 
vital  part  of  that  life  long  preparation  for  service 
to  God,"  the  Rev.  Whitfield  said  at  the  dedication 
of  10  children. 

On  June  26—29,  the  church  broke  out  in 
Pandamania,  the  Vacation  Bible  School  theme. 
Each  night,  approximately  35  children,  sang, 
danced,  learned  Bible  verses,  studied  Bible  stories, 
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and  celebrated  the  fact  that  "God  is  wild  about 
us. 

The  focus  shifted  to  country  on  July  2,  when  the 
church  participated  in  the  Independence  Festival 
in  Deep  Run.  The  church  youth  greeted  the 
celebrators  from  their  parade  float.  Also,  the  youth 
groups,  as  well  as  adults,  manned  a  concession 
booth  to  raise  funds  for  future  projects. 


JJ}e  Rev.  Whitfield,  parents,  and  cluldrcn  at  dedication  service. 


Display/Advertising  Rates 


D/W- 

— 1/8  page  vrt./hrz.  * 

D/W- 

— 1/4  page  vrt./hrz.  • 

D/W- 

—1/2  page  vrt./hrz.  ' 

b/w- 

—3/4  page  vrt./hrz.  * 

.        c  A 

b/w — Full  page  * 

'  $60 

b/w — back  cover  • 

•  $120 

color — back  cover  * 

•  $150 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions 

(maximum  of  4  lines) 


$8 


Personal  Information  Changes  •  No  Charge 

(notice  of  phone,  mailing  address,  and  e-mail  address  changes) 


These  rates  are  for  first-time  runs.  Additional  consecutive 
runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of  space. 
We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  necessary.  You  w^ill 
be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


These  advertising  rates  are  for,  and  advertising  is  permitted  by, 
OFWB  churches  and  auxiliary  organizations.  These  charges 
apply  lo  any  announcements,  coming  event  listings,  invitations, 
and  registration  forms.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the 
editor  by  e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(800)  849-3927  ext.  227.  There  is  no  charge  for  feature 
article  submissions  from  OFWB  churches/ members  or 
news  releases  of  recent  OFWB  church  happenings. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  Tlie  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5'''  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5'''  day  of  December.)  When  the  5""  falls  on 
a  weekend,  material  is  due  on  the  Friday  before.  You 
may  submit  items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  TJie  Free  Will  Baptist 

PC  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 

*Phone-in  or  handwritten  information  is  acceptable. 

However,  we  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  errors! 
*Pictures  are  not  returned  unless  there  is  an  appropriate 

self-addressed  stamped  envelope  included! 

Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  run  for 
2  months  only. 


T  F  WB 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU  HAVE: 

a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate  copies, 
missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  problems,  or 
you  want  to  renew  or  cancel  a  subscription.  You  may 
contact  us  by  e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or 
by  phone  at  (252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


find  us  oi 


facebook. 


ee  Will 


NORTH  CAROLINA  FOUNDATION 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

A  Foundation  for  the  Future  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


W.  Burkette  and  Rose  M. 
Raper  Endowment 
for  Educational  and 
Charitable  Purposes 


iiiiMii^^ 

For  information  on  how 
to  establish  an  endowment,  contact: 

North  Carolina  Foundation 

for  Christian  Ministries 

P.O.  Box  210 
Mount  01i\ 


William  Burkette  Raper 

September  10,  1927-August  1,  2011 


For  more  information  on  the  W.  Burkette  and  Rose  M.  Raper  Endowment  for  Educational  and  Charitable 
Purposes  and  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries,  please  see  pages  26-29. 


Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us, 

Leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
And  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way 
For  those  who  come  alter  us. 

T  FWB 


PERIODICALS  POSTAGE  PAID  28513 

USPS  2094-4000 


AUGUST  2011 
DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM,  NC  27706 


5/22/2006 


 / 


William  Burkette  Raper,  son  of  William  Cecil  and  Beulah 
Davis  Raper,  was  born  September  10,  1927,  in  Wilson 
County,  North  Carolina.  He  was  the  oldest  of  four  children: 
James  Earl,  Mary  R.  O'Donnell,  and  Catherine  R.  Davenport 
(deceased).  After  the  death  of  his  father  in  1936,  Burkette 
entered  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Orphanage,  Middlesex,  NC, 
where  he  lived  until  graduation  from  Middlesex  High  School 
in  1944. 

He  earned  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Liberal  Arts  in  1947  from 
Duke  University  and  a  Master  of  Divinity  in  1952  from 
Duke  Divinity  School.  In  1960,  Atlantic  Christian  College, 
now  Barton  College,  awarded  Burkette  an  honorary  Doctor 
of  Laws  degree.  In  1962,  he  earned  a  Master  of  Science  in 
Higher  Education  from  Florida  State  University. 

A  major  decision  in  his  life  was  to  enter  the  ministry  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  and  in  1946  he  was  ordained  by 
the  Western  Conference  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
of  North  Carolina.  He  served  as  pastor  of  Oak  Grove  in 
Sampson  County,  Stony  Hill  and  Memorial  Chapel  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  in  Nash  County, 
Arapahoe  in  Pamlico  County,  Friendship  in  Jones  County, 
Howell  Swamp  and  Hull  Road  in  Greene  County.  He  also 
served  as  the  Promotional  Director  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  State  Convention,  1953-1954.  Prior  to  his  death, 
he  held  the  distinction  of  being  the  longest  tenured  living 
ordained  minister  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  church. 

On  August  19,  1951,  Burkette  married  Annie  Rose  Mallard 
in  Friendship  Church,  Trenton,  NC.  They  are  the  parents  of 
six  children:  Olivia  R.  Best,  Faison;  Kristie  R.  Bailey  (Gary), 
Goldsboro;  Burke  Raper  (Susan),  Durham;  Elizabeth  R. 
Hood  (Brad),  LaGrange;  Laura  R.  Buddin  (Mike),  Murrells 
Inlet,  and  Stephen  L.  Raper  (deceased).  They  have  riine 
grandchildren:  Jeffrey  Lassiter  (Emily),  Will  Best  (Meghan), 
Suzanne  Wise  (Anthony),  Justin  Bailey,  Matthew  Hood, 
Michael  Hood,  Carl  Buddin,  Catherine  Buddin,  and  Grace 
Buddin;  and  six  great  grandchildren:  Alexis  Wise,  Morgan 
Wise,  Miranda  Blizzard,  Shannon  Wise,  Annie  Rose  Lassiter, 
and  Andrew  Lassiter.  Additional  family  members  include  a 
brother-in-law,  Fred  A.  Davenport,  two  half-brothers,  David 
Jones  and  Daniel  Jones,  and  a  half-sister,  Sally  J.  Taylor. 

On  August  2,  1954,  he  became  the  President  of  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  NC,  a  two-year  liberal  arts  college 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  When  appointed  President  of  the  College  at  the  age 
of  26,  he  was  the  youngest  college  president  in  the  United 
States;  when  he  retired  as  president  in  January,  1995,  he  had 


the  distinction  of  being  the  current  longest-tenured  president 
in  the  nation.  During  his  40  years  as  President,  he  guided  the 
development  of  the  College  from  a  two-year  junior  college 
to  an  accredited  four-year  senior  college.  After  retiring  from 
the  Presidency,  he  served  Mount  Olive  College  as  Director 
of  Planned  Giving  for  10  years,  making  a  total  of  fifty  years 
of  service  to  the  College. 

Following  his  50  years  of  service  to  Mount  Olive  College, 
he  worked  to  establish  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for 
Christian  Ministries,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  mission  of  the  Foundation 
is  to  communicate  the  Christian  faith  by  serving  as  a  medium 
for  charitable  and  educational  purposes.  All  together,  his 
ministry  to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  led  him  to  complete 
65  years  of  service  to  God  and  mankind. 

Business  arid  Professional  memberships  have  included: 

•  Wachovia  Board  of  Directors 

•  President,  North  Carolina  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Universities 

•  Director  of  Education  Professions  Development  Act  of 
the  US  Department  of  Education  for  Private  two-year 
colleges 

•  Board  of  Directors  of  the  NC  State  Assistance  Authority 
and  the  College  Foundation,  Inc. 

•  Member  of  the  Scottish  Rite  of  Freemasonry,  Mount  Olive 
Masonic  Lodge  No.  208 

Other  Recognitions  include: 

•  Distinguished  Service  Award  by  the  Mount  Olive  Jaycees 
in  1961 

•  Young  Man  of  the  Year  Award  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  in  1961 

•  Named  President  Emeritus  of  Mount  Olive  College, 
January  31, 1995 

•  Distinguished  Citizen  Award  by  the  Torhunta  District  of 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  in  1999 

•  Named  a  Paul  Harris  Fellow  by  the  Mount  Olive  Rotary 
Club  in  2005 

•  Order  of  the  Long  Leaf  Pine 

•  Mount  Olive  College  honored  .him  and  his  wife.  Rose,  by 
naming  an  academic  building  the  W  Burkette  and  Rose 
M.  Raper  Hall  in  2006 

•  Wayne  County  Historical  Association  Hall  of  Fame, 
January  1,  2006 

•  Who's  Who  in  America,  Who's  Who  in  Religion,  and 
Who's  Who  in  the  World 
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ON  THE  COVER: 

Dr.  Raper  in  front  of  the  Henderson  Building  on  the  campus 
of  Mount  Olive  College. 


Opening  Prayer  and  Remarks 


Presented  by  Dr.  K.  David  Hines  at  the  funeral  celebration. 


Call  to  Worship 

William  Burkette  Raper  recently  stated  to  a  dear  friend, 
"If  you  believe  in  God,  then  nothing  else  matters.  If  you 
don't  believe  in  God,  then  nothing  else  matters."  To  this 
I  say.  Amen!  Let  us  worship  the  God  who  created  us  in 
God's  image,  who  has  redeemed  us  through  Jesus  Christ, 
and  who  sustains  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Let  us  pray: 

Our  most  merciful  and  loving  heavenly  Father,  creator 
and  sustainer  of  the  universe,  source  of  all  goodness  and 
love,  assurance  and  hope,  the  author  and  giver  of  life  in  this 
world  and  in  the  world  to  come:  We  thank  you  for  allowing 
us  into  your  presence.  So  as  your  children  we  approach  your 
throne  of  grace.  We  know  you  hear  us,  we  know  you  care 
for  us  because  you  proved  your  love  through  coming  to  us 
through  Jesus  the  Christ,  who  gave  His  life  to  take  away 
the  sting  of  death  and  give  us  the  hope  of  everlasting  life. 
Through  this  one,  we  know  that  Emanuel  has  truly  come. 
We  thank  you  for  the  life  and  ministry  of  Dr.  Raper.  We 
are  grateful.  Lord,  that  you  allowed  him  to  touch  and  enrich 
the  lives  of  so  many.  Father,  we  remember  in  our  prayer  his 
family:  his  devoted  and  loving  wife  Mrs.  Rose,  his  children, 
grandchildren,  great  grandchildren,  and  others  who  loved 
him.  Remind  them,  we  pray,  of  your  steadfast  love — that 
love  so  great  that  you  were  willing  to  send  your  Son,  Jesus 
Christ,  into  the  world  to  die  that  we  might  have  everlasting 
life.  Let  them  know  that  you  walk  with  us  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  and  that  we  need  not  fear 
evil  because  you  are  with  us.  Help  them  to  understand  that 
even  in  their  grief,  that  nothing  is  stronger  than  your  love. 

With  confidence  in  your  sustaining  grace  and  thanksgiving 
for  your  comforting  presence,  we  offer  this  prayer  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  lives  and  reigns  with  you  and 
the  Holy  Spirit,  Amen. 

Introductory  Remarks 

Ours  is  a  sacred  purpose  today.  We  have  gathered  here  to 
honor  the  memory  and  celebrate  the  life  of  Burkette  Raper. 
Yet  we  are  also  here  to  praise  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  who  grants  ultimate  victory  to  all  who  trust  him. 
And  we  are  here  to  show  this  family  that  we  care.  Mrs. 
Rose,  Olivia,  Kristie,  Burke,  Elizabeth,  and  Laura:  As  your 
gathered  friends,  we  come  to  remind  you  that  you  are  not 


alone  in  your  grief.  We  wish  to  help  share  your  grief.  As  a 
minister  of  the  Word  of  God,  I  am  here  to  remind  you  of 
the  presence,  love,  and  grace  of  God.  God  in  Christ  does 
not  abandon  us  when  we  are  hurting.  He  walks  with  us, 
offering  to  us  the  strength  and  comfort  of  His  blessed  Holy 
Spirit. 

Since  our  words  fail  to  give  the  assurance  and  comfort 
needed,  let  us  turn  to  God's  Word. 

Psalm  46 

God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  present  help  in 
trouble.  Therefore  will  not  we  fear,  though  the  earth  be 
removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the 
midst  of  the  sea;  Though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be 
troubled,  though  the  mountains  shake  with  the  swelling 
thereof.  Selah. 

There  is  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shall  make  glad  the 
city  of  God,  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  most 
High.  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her;  she  shall  not  be  moved: 
God  shall  help  her,  and  that  right  early.  The  heathen  raged, 
the  kingdoms  were  moved:  he  uttered  his  voice,  the  earth 
melted.  The  Lord  of  hosts  is  with  us;  the  God  of  Jacob  is 
our  refuge.  Selah. 

Come,  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord,  what  desolations  he 
hath  made  in  the  earth.  He  maketh  wars  to  cease  unto  the 
end  of  the  earth;  he  breaketh  the  bow,  and  cutteth  the  spear 
in  sunder;  he  burneth  the  chariot  in  the  fire.  Be  still,  and 
know  that  I  am  God:  I  will  be  exalted  among  the  heathen, 
I  will  be  exalted  in  the  earth.  The  Lord  of  hosts  is  with  us; 
the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge.  Selah. 

2  Timothy  4:6-8 

For  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my 
departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have 
finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith:  Henceforth  there 
is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord, 
the  righteous  judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day:  and  not  to  me 
only,  but  unto  all  them  also  that  love  his  appearing. 

Isaiah  54:2 

Enlarge  the  place  of  thy  tent,  and  let  them  stretch  forth 
the  curtains  of  thine  habitations:  spare  not,  lengthen  thy 
cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes. 


This  passage  from  Isaiah  was  addressed  to  a  people 
returning  from  exile.  The  Prophet  seeks  to  give  hope  to 
a  people  when  many  thought  that  hope  was  futile.  This 
passage  became  a  defining  passage  for  Dr.  Raper.  He  knew 
that  if  one  wanted  a  larger  tent  that  the  supporting  stakes 
had  to  go  deeper  and  the  ropes  had  to  be  longer. 

Hope,  confidence,  and  gratitude  defined  Dr.  Raper's  lite 
and  ministry.  He  believed  that  the  future  of  our  church 
depended  on  ministers  effectively  equipped  to  serve  God's 
people.  He  believed  in  the  importance  of  providing  a  quality 
Christian  education  for  all  who  would  seek  to  study  through 
these  doors.  He  believed  in  God,  and  therefore  believed 
that  God  could  do  great  things.  He  had  the  audacity  to 
believe  that  a  great  Christian  college  could  spring  up  from 
humble  beginnings — $6.17  to  be  exact.  His  vision,  his  faith 
inspired  us  to  seek  "expanding  horizons"  and  to  pursue  "the 
road  to  excellence."  He  challenged  us  to  believe  that  our 
future  was  limited  only  by  the  breadth  of  our  vision  and  the 
depth  of  our  faith. 

Many  times  I  heard  Dr.  Raper  speak  of  his  life's  work  as 
his  attempt  to  pay  back  a  debt  that  he  owed  Original  Free 


Will  Baptists.  Well,  his  sin  debt  and  ours  was  cancelled 
on  Calvary's  cross.  Then,  what  about  these  other  debts? 
The  book  of  Leviticus  instructed  the  Hebrews  to  celebrate 
Jubilee  every  50  years.  During  Jubilee,  all  debts  were  to  be 
cancelled.  After  a  ministry  that  spanned  over  60  years,  I 
feel  it  is  time  to  declare  Jubilee  for  William  Burkette  Raper. 
Burkette,  your  debt  has  been  more  than  cancelled;  whatever 
debt  you  owed  our  faith  community  has  been  repaid  100 
times  over. 

To  my  Mount  Olive  College  family,  to  my  brother  and 
sister  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  to  the  all  that  are  within  the 
sound  of  my  voice:  Let  us  re-commit  ourselves  to  the  vision 
and  passion  that  so  consumed  Dr.  Raper.  As  we  seek  God's 
dream  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  let  us  live  Kingdom  lives  of 
love,  justice,  and  mercy  right  now!  Let  us  be  clay  that  God 
can  mold  and  fashion  after  God's  will.  Let  us  offer  our  very 
selves  to  be  transformed  into  the  image  of  Christ  for  the 
sake  of  others. 

"If  you  believe  in  God,  nothing  else  matters.  If  you  don't 
believe  in  God,  nothing  else  matters." 
Amen. 
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Churchman  and  Educator 


The  eulogy  presented  by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt  at  the  funeral  celebration. 


William  Burkette  Raper  was  born  in  Wilson  County  on 
September  10,  1927.  His  parents  were  members  of  Little 
Rock  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Lucama,  NC.  They 
lived  on  a  tenant  farm  in  Wilson  County  and  were  entirely 
dependent  on  the  income  from  that  farm.  There  were  four 
children  in  the  home  when  the  father  died,  leaving  his  wife 
and  children  without  any  means  of  support.  A  decision  had 
to  be  made  as  to  the  care  of  the  children  since  their  mother 
could  not  support  them  without  suitable  employment. 
She  wanted  them  to  be  placed  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Orphanage,  as  it  was  called,  at  Middlesex  where  they  could 
be  "brought  up  right,"  as  she  put  it. 

After  the  proper  arrangements  were  made,  Burkette  and 
his  younger  brother,  James  Earl,  and  a  sister,  Mary  Lou, 
were  taken  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  in 
July  1936  in  the  midst  of  the  Great  Depression.  These  were 
difficult  times  for  the  family  and  for  the  Children's  Home. 
While  there,  Burkette  was  involved  in  Sunday  School, 
worship  services  when  a  minister  was  available,  evening 
vespers,  and  Vacation  Bible  School  and  he  began  to  engage 
in  private  devotions.  On  December  31,  1942  at  the  age  of 
15,  he  made  a  public  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  and  was 
baptized  on  April  25,  1943.  It  was  then  that  he  began  to 
believe  that  God  had  a  purpose  for  his  life  and  he  sought  out 
that  purpose  in  prayer.  By  the  beginning  of  his  senior  year 
in  high  school  that  fall,  his  call  to  the  Christian  ministry 
had  become  a  deep  conviction. 

In  summing  up  the  benefits  he  derived  from  living  at 
the  Children's  Home  for  eight  years,  Burkette  has  noted 
that  this  experience  provided  the  nurturing  that  guided 
him  in  making  the  fundamental  decisions  upon  which  his 
future  would  rest,  specifically  his  conversion  and  his  call  to 
Christian  ministry.  Then,  it  was  while  there  that  the  door  to 
higher  education  was  opened,  specifically  the  opportunity 
to  attend  a  major  university  that  prepared  him  to  continue 
his  preparation  for  the  ministry  by  enrolling  in  divinity 
school.  He  attributes  his  good  fortune  in  that  regard  to  the 
wise  counsel  provided  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Home, 
the  Rev.  James  A.  Evans.  Apart  from  Mr.  Evans'  guidance 
he  believed  that  his  future  would  have  been  drastically 
different — a  future  that  certainly  would  not  have  included 
his  50  years  of  service  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

Burkette  was  fortunate  in  that  the  superintendent  at  the 
Children's  Home,  encouraged  him  during  his  last  year 


in  high  school  to  apply  for  admission  to  Duke  University 
and  later  took  him  for  an  appointment  with  someone  at 
Duke  who  could  assist  him  in  the  admissions  process. 
As  a  student  at  Duke  he  learned  to  appreciate  the  real 
meaning  of  education  and  to  relate  learning  to  his  sense 
of  Christian  vocation.  Even  though  he  was  convinced  of 
a  call  to  Christian  ministry,  he  could  not  foresee  in  what 
direction  that  call  would  lead  him.  That  conviction  of  his 
call  to  the  ministry  was  to  be  his  primary  motivation  in  his 
studies  at  Duke  and  indeed  throughout  his  life.  So,  when 
he  had  completed  his  undergraduate  degree,  he  enrolled  in 
the  Duke  Divinity  School.  Meanwhile  he  took  the  initial 
steps  required  for  ordination  to  the  ministry  in  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  and  was  ordained  in  1946  by  the 
Western  Conference  at  the  Children's  Home,  where  he  had 
spent  eight  years  of  his  young  life.  He  then  began  to  serve 
as  pastor  of  part-time  rural  churches  similar  to  the  circuit 
preachers  in  the  Methodist  Church  at  that  time.  Between 
1946  and  1955  he  had  served  as  minister  to  seven  churches 
in  eastern  North  Carolina.  One  of  those  churches  that  he 
served  as  pastor  was  Friendship  Church  in  Jones  County. 
There  he  met  a  young  lady  by  the  name  of  Rose  Mallard.  I 
don't  recall  any  reference  to  their  courtship,  but  obviously 
they  were  attracted  to  each  other  and  they  were  married  on 
August  19, 1951.  His  marriage  to  Rose  was  without  a  doubt 
one  of  the  most  important  decisions  of  his  life,  for  she  has 
been  a  pillar  of  strength  through  all  their  years  together. 
They  were  blessed  to  have  six  children:  Olivia,  Christie, 
Burkette  Jr.,  Elizabeth,  Stephen,  and  Laura.  They  would 
celebrate  their  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary  on  August  19 
of  this  year. 

At  the  time  they  were  married,  Burkette  was  a  senior  in 
the  divinity  school  and  would  graduate  the  following  year. 
By  the  time  he  had  graduated  from  divinity  school  in  1952 
his  gifts  as  a  pastor  and  preacher  were  widely  recognized 
and  one  of  those  part-time  churches,  Hull  Road  Church 
in  Greene  County,  decided  to  extend  him  a  call  as  full- 
time  pastor.  Burkette's  leadership  ability  was  also  given 
recognition  when  in  1953  he  was  asked  to  devote  part  of 
his  time  as  Promotional  Director  of  the  North  Carolina 
State  Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists.  He  had  served  in 
that  capacity,  along  with  his  pastoral  duties,  less  than  one 
year  when  the  board  of  trustees  of  a  struggling  college  in  its 
infancy  at  Mount  Olive  asked  him  to  become  its  president. 


His  genuine  interest  in  seeing  his  denomination  have  a 
credible  institution  of  higher  education  prompted  him  to 
consider  this  challenge,  daunting  as  it  was.  With  the  same 
conviction  that  had  led  him  to  prepare  tor  the  ministry  at 
Duke  University  he  would  now  take  up  the  task  of  building 
a  college  that  would  offer  educational  opportunities  to 
thousands  of  students,  just  as  this  opportunity  had  been 
made  available  to  him.  Therefore,  when  he  left  the  pastorate 
to  assume  the  presidency  of  the  college,  he  understood  that 
he  was  simply  laying  down  one  form  of  church  ministry  in 
order  to  take  up  another.  He  also  felt  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
the  church  that  had  established  and  supported  a  home  for 
children  and  through  his  service  as  president  of  the  college 
he  would  be  able  to  repay  that  debt.  In  September  1954  the 
new  president  in  his  report  to  the  Convention  that  sponsored 
the  college  included  these  words:  "My  prayer  is  that  we  shall 
build  in  this  state  a  college  that  is  both  Christian  and  sound 
in  scholarship.  Out  of  our  small  beginnings  is  a  vision  of  an 
educational  institution  that  will  be  a  credit  to  the  cause  of 
education  in  general.  I  solicit  your  prayers,  cooperation,  and 
support." 


The  task  of  gathering  a  faculty  and  overseeing  the 
preparations  for  the  opening  of  the  school  term  in  September 
1954  fell  upon  the  new  president.  In  addition  to  fundraising 
and  administrative  responsibilities  he  also  taught  courses 
in  Bible  and  attended  to  scores  of  minor  details  in  the 
operation  of  the  college  during  that  first  year.  Most  of  you 
have  heard  or  read  about  the  humble  beginnings  of  Mount 
Olive  College  and  of  the  obstacles  that  had  to  be  overcome 
in  order  to  achieve  the  recognition  that  it  now  enjoys  in  this 
region  of  our  state  and  beyond.  You  may  not  be  aware  of 
the  sacrifices  that  numerous  persons  have  made,  including 
Burkette  and  his  family,  in  order  to  enable  the  college  to 
reach  its  present  standing  in  the  arena  of  higher  education. 
Yet  Burkette  takes  no  account  of  his  sacrifices  in  his  service 
to  the  college.  "Sacrifice,"  he  once  said,  "is  really  giving  up 
things  of  less  value  for  things  of  higher  value." 

In  order  to  equip  himself  with  the  knowledge  and  skills 
necessary  to  provide  quality  leadership  in  his  role  as  president, 
Burkette  took  some  time  off  to  earn  a  masters  degree  in 
higher  education  at  Florida  State  University.  While  carrying 
out  his  duties  here  earlier  on  he  was  awarded  an  honorary 
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doctorate  by  Atlantic  Christian  (now  Barton)  College 
for  his  leadership  in  education  in  North  Carolina.  When 
Mount  Olive  was  a  junior  college,  he  served  on  boards  and 
committees  at  the  state  and  national  level  in  advancing  the 
cause  of  higher  education.  In  many  ways  he  demonstrated 
his  leadership  abilities  in  promoting  the  interests  of  this 
college  as  a  very  important  ministry  of  our  denomination. 
In  that  regard  he  felt  strongly  that  the  leadership  of  the 
church  must  be  equipped  with  the  knowledge  and  skills 
that  will  enable  them  to  serve  effectively  in  whatever  God 
has  called  them  to  do. 

From  the  very  beginning  Burkette  had  a  vision  for  the 
college,  without  which  it  would  not  have  survived.  He  tried 
untiringly  to  keep  that  vision  alive  both  for  the  personnel  of 
the  college  and  for  its  various  constituencies,  especially  the 
convention  that  sponsors  the  college.  Once  he  reflected  on 
the  past  in  these  words:  "During  much  of  its  history.  Mount 
Olive  College  has  operated  on  the  margin  of  survival.  Its 
primary  hope  for  the  future  has  never  been  based  on  its 
resources  but  upon  the  vision,  faith,  and  commitment  of 
those  who  believed  in  its  mission." 

Early  in  its  history  he,  along  with  members  of  the  College 
Board,  saw  the  need  to  develop  a  new  campus  here  in  Mount 
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Olive  and  gradually,  as  new  buildings  were  erected,  it  i 
became  possible  to  move  the  entire  operation  of  the  college  ^ 
to  this  campus.  When  the  Board  of  Trustees  approved  of 
the  plan  for  the  college  to  make  the  transition  from  a  junior 
college  to  a  senior  college,  Burkette  provided  the  leadership 
for  that  undertaking  and  garnered  support  for  it  from  the 
church  and  from  many  friends  of  the  college.  He  was  widely 
recognized  for  his  ability  to  persuade  others  to  give  liberally 
toward  the  development  of  the  college  as  well  as  providing 
scholarships  that  would  help  students  and  their  parents  to 
meet  the  costs  of  education. 

When  Dr.  Raper  retired  as  president  of  the  college  on 
January  31,  1995,  he  had  served  as  president  for  AOVz  years. 
It  was  my  privilege  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  faculty 
during  most  of  that  period,  beginning  in  1957.  In  that 
position  I  was  able  to  observe  up  close  his  leadership  style 
and  his  deep  commitment  to  the  mission  of  the  college. 
As  far  as  we  can  determine,  when  he  retired,  his  was  the 
longest  tenure  of  any  college  president  in  the  nation.  That 
same  year  he  began  serving  as  director  of  planned  giving  at 
the  college,  a  position  that  enabled  him  to  assist  individuals 
willing  to  share  in  supporting  the  long  range  development 
of  Mount  Olive  College.  He  served  in  that  position  for 
10  years,  concentrating  on  building  endowments  for  the 
college.  After  serving  50  years  in  the  ministry  of  Christian 
higher  education  Dr.  Raper  was  quoted  in  a  local  newspaper 
as  saying,  "My  goal  and  my  purpose  is  to  help  advance  what 
I  believe  is  God's  work  in  the  world.  Christian  education  is 
just  as  much  a  part  of  God's  work  as  the  work  of  the  local 
church." 

On  October  26,  1996  more  than  200  friends,  family,  and 
colleagues  gathered  at  the  college  to  celebrate  his  50  years 
of  ministry,  a  ministry  that  began  with  his  ordination  back 
in  1946  while  he  was  a  student  at  Duke.  The  occasion  was 
a  fitting  tribute  to  a  man  who  saw  his  mission  in  life  as  one 
of  service  to  God  through  his  service  to  the  church  and  to 
humankind.  At  the  time  of  this  celebration  of  50  years  in 
the  ministry  he  is  quoted  as  saying,  "The  fulfillment  of  life 
is  in  finding  something  bigger  than  ourselves  to  live  for,  and 
in  giving  over  to  something  that  will  outlive  us." 

But  after  serving  a  total  of  50  years  at  the  college,  Burkette 
felt  that  his  life's  work  was  not  yet  finished.  With  a  desire 
to  encourage  as  many  people  as  possible  to  consider  ways 
to  give  support  to  the  causes  they  believe  in  long  after  they 
are  deceased,  he  took  the  initiative  to  establish  the  North 
Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries. 

I  firmly  believe  we  can  say  that  over  the  course  of  his  life 
Burkette  found  that  "something  larger  than  himself"  and 
that  this  happened  because  the  Lord  of  life  sought  after  and 
laid  his  hand  upon  a  teenage  boy,  who  had  found  a  home 
in  a  church  sponsored  orphanage,  and  set  him  on  a  path  of 
duty  and  service  that  would  enrich  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
people  of  all  ages  and  make  this  region  of  our  state  a  better 
place  in  which  to  live. 
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The  Foundation  Years 


The  eulogy  presented  by  Dr.  Donald  Ribeiro  at  the  funeral  celebration. 


Three  weeks  ago  Karen  and  I  visited  with  Ms.  Rose  and 
Dr.  Raper  while  he  was  in  the  hospital.  His  body  was  very 
weak  but  his  mind  was  as  always  sharp,  focused,  and  he  had 
a  clear-cut  agenda  for  me  that  day.  Dr.  Raper  knew  his  time 
here  was  short.  In  fact,  he  said  that  he  felt  the  chariot  was 
close  by!  He  was  at  peace  and  was  ready  to  see  his  Lord  and 
Savior. 

He  asked  that  today  I  would  share  with  everyone  his 
heart's  desire  for  the  future  of  God's  work  in  our  lives!  Even 
at  this  time  his  mind  and  heart  was  not  on  himself,  but 
everyone  else.  I  am  honored,  humbled,  and  sure  that  I  am 
inadequate  to  the  task,  but  if  Dr.  Raper  believes  in  me  then 
I  am  just  as  sure  God  will  provide  all  we  need  here  today 
and  for  the  future. 

I  should  let  you  know  I  never  write  down  verbatim  any 
sermons  or  talks  or  anything  I  say.  I  pray,  prepare,  and 
outline  and  go  with  the  flow.  That  is  not  happening  here 
today.  Dr.  Raper  would  not  approve.  So  I  have  written 
pretty  much  verbatim  what  I  will  share  except  for  possible 
off"  the  record  remarks  not  to  be  printed  or  reproduced. 

In  order  to  more  clearly  speak  of  Dr.  Raper's  vision  for  the 
future  work  of  God  in  our  lives,  I  must  first  start  with  the 
past. 

I  first  met  Dr.  Raper  and  Ms.  Rose  almost  35  years  ago  as 
a  teehager.  I  became  friends  with  his  daughter,  Laura.  You 
can  imagine  how  intimidated  I  was  by  Dr.  Raper,  President 
of  MOC!  He  was  intimidating,  but  Ms.  Rose  was  so  sweet 
and  kind.  He  was  very  formal  and  always  in  a  suit  and  tie. 
He  always  seemed  to  mean  business!  (Off  the  record) 

Over  the  next  few  years,  I  finished  school  and  began 
practicing  medicine  in  Ayden.  I  would  see  Dr.  Raper  and 
Ms.  Rose  mostly  at  denominational  meetings  or  MOC. 
One  day  I  got  a  call,  no,  "the  call"  from  Dr.  Raper.  You 
know  the  one  I  am  talking  about:  "the  call."  Dr.  Raper 
wanted  to  come  to  see  me  and  talk  to  me  about  something. 
I  did  not  know  what  it  was  but  I  knew  he  meant  business 
and  it  was  going  to  involve  a  decision  from  me  that  would 
be  serious!  He  asked  if  I  would  become  a  trustee  of  MOC. 
I  really  had  no  true  idea  what  this  meant,  but  I  was  sure  if 
Dr.  Raper  felt  this  was  the  right  place  for  me  to  use  God's 
gifts  to  serve  others,  well,  who  was  I  to  say  "no"?  I  said 
yes!  (By  the  way  I  never  told  Dr.  Raper  "no"  to  anything. 
Who  has?  Perhaps  Ms.  Rose?)  I  am  grateful  for  Dr.  Raper's 
faith  in  me.  There  have  been  a  number  of  times  over  the  30 


plus  years  Dr.  Raper  has  helped  me  use  God's  gifts  to  serve 
others.  He  had  a  talent  for  that. 

About  six  years  ago  Dr.  Raper  once  again  desired  to 
come  and  speak  to  me  about  "something."  Something  so 
important  to  him  that  he  felt  it  could  change  the  future  of 
all  our  work  for  God.  If  there  was  one  gift  Dr.  Raper  had  in 
abundance  was  the  gift  of  vision  to  be  able  to  look  ahead  and 
"see"  into  the  future  and  to  prepare  for  it.  I  knew  he  meant 
really  serious  business.  I  was  intrigued  and  said  "yes." 

We  met  and  Dr.  Raper  began  to  share  with  me  his  vision 
of  a  way  for  all  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  and  many  others 
to  be  able  to  advance  the  work  of  the  church  and  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  even  beyond  our  lifetimes.  In  fact — until 
Jesus  returns.  Dr.  Raper's  vision  always  seemed  to  be  able 
to  stretch  into  eternity.  Dr.  Raper's  vision  was  the  North 
Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries.  This  would  be 
a  Christian,  nonprofit,  charitable  foundation  where  anyone 
could  set  up  an  endowment  for  continued  support  of  the 
work  they  love  beyond  their  lifetime.  Support  to  continue 
even  as  Dr.  Raper  was  fond  of  saying  "after  their  hearts  stop." 
This  endowment  would  support  all  of  our  denominational 
ministries  and  many  ministries  beyond  these. 

It  was  a  special  moment.  I  could  see  and  feel  his  passion 
and  vision  for  the  future.  It  was  exciting.  Of  course,  I  said 
"yes"  and  we  recruited  Sonny  McLawhorn.  You  always  need 
a  good  lawyer  and  the  work  began.  We  had  lots  of  long, 
long  meetings  and  Ms.  Rose  always  so  patiently  waiting 
and  waiting.  Dr.  Raper  could  not  have  done  much  without 
Ms.  Rose.  God's  hand  moved  and  Dr.  Raper's  vision  took 
shape — the  mission:  "to  help  good  people  do  good  things." 
Ever  heard  that  before? 

Dr.  Raper,  Sonny,  and  I  spent  a  lot  of  time  together.  I 
began  to  see  how  a  vision  could  be  born  and  developed. 
God  sent  wonderful  fellow  workers:  Amy  Wells,  Don 
Lassiter  (current  chairman  of  our  board),  the  Rev.  Ronnie 
Hobgood,  the  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds,  Judy  Thaanum,  and 
later  Don  Taylor  after  Brother  Reynolds  passed  away — and 
thank  God  Ms.  Bertie  Sanders  took  over  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  work,  which  I  was  floundering  with!  She  is  Dr. 
Raper's  right  hand  person  for  The  Foundation  and  my  knight 
in  shining  armor.  Also,  joining  recently  is  the  Rev.  Ricky 
Warren.  He  has  become  a  valuable  asset  to  The  Foundation 
and  whom  I  believe  God  has  just  started  to  work  on  for  The 
Foundation.  , 
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Dr.  Raper  always  said  people  are  down  on  what  they  are  not 
up  on.  He  was  convinced  if  we  could  clearly  communicate  the 
vision  and  scope  of  work  of  The  Foundation,  it  would  in  his 
words  "really  go."  This  was  another  one  of  his  gifts — getting 
others  to  see  the  mission,  embrace  the  vision,  and  join  in  the 
work.  Our  first  task  was  to  find  support  for  our  ministers 
to  further  their  education  and  have  financial  support.  Dr. 
Raper  felt  the  only  thing  that  should  stand  in  the  way  of 
ministers  becoming  better  prepared  is  their  desire  to  be 
prepared,  certainly  not  money.  Because  of  this  vision  and  the 
generosity  of  many,  no  qualified  minister  has  been  turned 
away  from  furthering  their  education  at  the  graduate  level 
at  any  qualified  seminary!  Praise  God!  The  dividends  this 
will  pay — priceless!  Over  the  last  six  years  43  endowments 
totaling  over  $2,000,000  have  been  established.  Over 
$214,000  has  been  given  to  beneficiaries.  Over  $100,000  has 
been  given  in  scholarship  awards  to  27  recipients!  The  vision 
"really  has  gone."  I  wish  I  could  name  every  endowment  and 
every  beneficiary  and  tell  you  where  every  gift  has  gone,  but 
I  will  not,  due  to  time.  Although,  I  believe  Dr.  Raper  would 
love  me  to  (might  be  time  well  spent). 

Dr.  Raper  gave  me  the  task  of  sharing  his  heart's  desire 
for  our  future  through  his  vision — the  North  Carolina 
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Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries.  Please  help  me  help 
you  to  see  Dr.  Raper's  vision.  Please  stand  if  you  or  your 
family  or  church  or  conference  or  ministry  has  given  through 
The  Foundation  or  if  your  family,  church,  or  ministry  has 
received  support  through  The  Foundation.  Look  around — I 
believe  we  all  are  fulfilling  Dr.  Raper's  heart's  desire  for 
God's  work  in  God's  world. 

Many  times  we  attempt  to  measure  the  success  of  a 
person's  life  simply  in  their  accomplishments — a  list  of  the 
great  things  they  have  done.  Over  the  last  three  weeks,  I 
have  thought  long  and  hard  about  this.  I  believe  the  truer 
measure  of  success  is  in  the  rare  gift  given  to  a  few  who 
inspire  others  to  greatness.  To  be  more  than  they  ever 
imagined  or  hoped  they  could  be.  This  personifies  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Raper's  life  of  service.  Ms.  Rose,  thank  you  for  letting 
me  be  a  part  of  your  life.  You,  Dr.  Raper,  and  your  family 
are  a  rare  gift.  We  love  you  and  thank  God  for  you! 

The  seal  of  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian 
Ministries  has  a  set  of  footprints  walking  toward  the  light. 
Today,  and  for  the  rest  of  my  life  these  footprints  represent 
a  heritage  left  by  great  man  who  has  inspired  me  to  work 
diligently  to  leave  a  legacy  worthy  of  his  vision — ONLY 
BY  GOD'S  GRACE! 


The  Benediction 


Presented  by  The  Reverend  Ricky  Warren  at  the  funeral  celebration. 


Through  my  friendship  with  Dr.  Raper,  I  learned  to  look  with 
deeper  trust  to  the  example  of  Christ  for  guidance  in  all  things. 
Dr.  Raper  found  inspiration  in  the  Bible,  in  worship,  in  prayer, 
and  in  the  words  of  Christian  writers  like  Brother  Lawrence 
who  said: 

All  things  are  possible  to  him  who  believes; 

still  more  to  him  who  hopes; 

still  more  to  him  who  loves; 

and  most  of  all  to  him  who  practices  all  three. 

(From  Jhe  Practice  of  the  Presence  of  God) 

A  great  deal  was  possible  to  Dr.  Raper  because  he  practiced  all 
three:  faith,  hope,  and  love.  May  we  go  out  with  our  minds  set 
on  likewise  following  the  example  of  Christ  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  given  to  us. 

Will  you  pray  with  me? 

Lord,  make  us  instruments  of  your  peace  in  likeness  to  Christ. 

Where  there  is  hatred,  let  us  sow  love; 

where  there  is  injury,  let  us  sow  pardon; 

where  there  is  doubt,  let  us  sow  faith; 

where  there  is  despair,  hope; 

where  there  is  darkness,  light; 

where  there  is  ignorance,  learning; 

where  there  is  oppression,  deliverance; 

and  where  there  is  sadness,  joy. 

Lord,  grant  that  we  may  not  so  much  seek  to  be  consoled  as  to  console; 

to  be  understood  as  to  understand; 

to  be  loved  as  to  love. 

For  it  is  in  giving  that  we  receive; 

it  is  in  pardoning  that  we  are  pardoned; 

and  it  is  in  dying  that  we  are  born  to  eternal  life. 

(Adapted  from  the  Prayer  of  St.  Francis  ofAssisi) 

Lord,  grant  the  spirit  of  faith  and  courage  to  the  Raper  family 
and  to  all  of  us  who  grieve  with  them,  that  we  may  have  strength 
to  meet  the  days  to  come;  not  sorrowing  as  those  without  hope 
but  in  joyful  expectation  of  eternal  life  together. 

And  now  as  you  depart  to  carry  on,  may  the  Lord  bless  you, 
and  keep  you:  May  the  Lord  make  his  face  shine  upon  you,  and 
be  gracious  to  you:  May  the  Lord  lift  up  his  countenance  upon 
you,  and  give  you  peace,  now  and  forevermore.  We  ask  all  this  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

(Adapted  from  Numbers  6:24-26) 
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Remarks  by  Graveside 


Presented  by  The  Reverend  Don  Fader  at  the  funeral  celebration. 


We  have  gathered  in  this  place  to 
pay  our  final  respects  to  Dr.  William 
Burkette  Raper.  We  have  accompanied 
him  as  far  as  we  can  in  this  life  and  it  is 
here  he  will  be  laid  to  rest  in  the  certain 
knowledge  of  the  resurrection.  Pastors 
often  speak  of  the  tangible  rewards  of 
the  pastorate  and  although  his  time  in 
the  pastorate  was  short,  his  service  to 
Friendship  was  notable  in  that  it  was 
here  he  met  Miss  Rose  Mallard,  fell 
in  love,  married,  and  together  they 
shared  a  home  for  60  years.  This  is  a 
homecoming  for  him. 

Seventy  years  ago  a  young  mother  was 
forced  by  circumstances  to  make  a  heart 
rending  decision,  placing  her  young  son  into 
the  care  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home  in  Middlesex.  It  was  there  at  a  very 
early  age  that  he  learned  that  circumstances 
do  not  determine  our  future,  but  it  is  how 
we  respond  to  these  circumstances  that 
determine  our  destiny.  What  could  have 
been  a  tragedy  was  transformed  into  a 
personal  triumph  of  determination  and 
perseverance — and  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
church  was  the  beneficiary. 

Our  society  celebrates  achievement 
and  we  admire  an  individual  who  attains 
success  in  their  career.  Some  find  success 
following  a  single  path  while  fewer  still 
aspire  to  a  second  challenge.  Dr.  Raper 
excelled  in  three  worthwhile  endeavors 
when  any  one  would  have  been  a  notable 
accomplishment  for  most. 

The  right  man  at  the  right  time 
accurately  describes  his  service  at  the 
helm  of  the  college.  And  while  he 
would  be  the  first  to  say  that  he  did  not 
do  it  alone  we  must  acknowledge  that 
regardless  of  the  heights  that  Mount 
Olive  College  attains  it  will  be  grounded 
upon  the  foundation  he  helped  to  lay. 

Ms.  Rose  and  Dr.  Raper  visited 
Friendship  from  time  to  time  and 
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I  would  like  to  share  this.  I  am  55 
years  old,  husband  to  Angela,  father 
to  two  fine  sons,  Corey  and  Greg.  I 
am  a  grandfather.  So  by  any  account 
I  am  a  full  grown  man,  but  when  I 
would  step  out  on  Sunday  and  see  the 
Rapers  in  attendance  there  was  just  a 
sense  that  I  can't  explain  that  made  me 
dig  a  little  deeper  in  the  message.  In 
short,  something  about  this  man  made 
you  want  to  do  more.  He  asked  much 
from  each  of  us  but  he  never  asked  for 
himself. 

He  challenged  himself,  and  in  so 
doing,  he  challenged  each  of  us  to 
discover  the  highest  calling  in  life, 
finding  God's  purpose  for  our  lives. 
This  was  followed  by  an  admonition  to 
prepare.  I  can  still  hear  him  say,  "A  call 
to  preach  is  a  call  to  prepare!" 

In  2010,  Dr.  Raper  was  asked  to  give 
the  invocation  at  the  College  Alumni 
Winter  Glitz,  "An  Evening  in  Paris." 
Most  of  us  knew  that  the  good  doctor, 
always  the  consummate  teacher,  would 
not  miss  an  opportunity  to  instruct. 
Before  the  invocation  he  shared  a  story 
about  Colonel  Charles  Stanton  who 
was  stationed  in  Paris  during  the  First 
World  War.  The  Colonel,  while  visiting 
the  tomb  of  Marques  de  Lafayette,  a 
hero  of  the  American  Revolution,  said 
these  words,  "Lafayette,  we  are  here" 
suggesting  that  America,  by  entering 
the  war  on  the  side  of  France  was 
repaying  a  debt  to  the  French. 

This  was  not  a  lesson  in  American 
history.  Dr.  Raper  had  a  clear 
understanding  that  our  past  was 
inexorably  linked  to  the  future.  Those 
of  us  in  the  room  that  night  understood 
that  in  a  small  but  tangible  way  we  were 
repaying  a  debt  to  The  College,  but  on 
a  more  personal  note,  I  wondered  if  he 
was  speaking  for  himself.  Dr.  Raper 


spoke  often  of  the  debt  he  felt  he  owed 
to  the  denomination  who  provided  him 
a  home  and  an  opportunity  to  fulfill  his 
calling.  Whatever  debt  that  existed  was 
well  paid  many  years  ago  and  today  we 
find  ourselves  indebted  to  him. 

His  memory  will  be  honored  in 
mortar  and  bricks  and  memorials  that 
commemorate  his  life.  But  his  real 
legacy  is  here,  his  family  and  those 
among  us  who  find  substance  in  the 
dreams  and  visions  he  shared  and  the 
work  he  left  unfinished.  As  you  assume 
this  mantel  you  honor  his  memory  and 
assure  his  legacy.  Even  as  his  days  grew 
short  he  chose  to  talk  about  the  future 
and  the  success  he  hoped  others  would 
achieve. 

A  life  well  lived  is  never  long  enough 
and  while  this  is  a  time  to  mourn  we 
must  also  thank  God  that  such  a  man 
lived  and  today  we  lay  him  in  the  arms 
of  a  loving  God. 

Olivia. .  .Kristie. .  .Burke. .  .Elizabeth 
Ann... and  Laura... I  speak  for  many 
when  I  say  thank  you  for  sharing  your 
dad  with  us  and  for  giving  him  the  love 
and  support  that  was  the  foundation  of 
his  success.  We  know  that  it  required 
sacrifice  on  your  part  and  we  are  grateful 
for  your  gift  to  us. 

Ms.  Rose,  thank  you  for  being  the 
wife,  mother,  and  person  that  you 
are  and  in  helping  Dr.  Raper  achieve 
the  success  that  sometimes  we  have 
attributed  only  to  him.  The  dignity  and 
grace  that  you  exhibited  as  you  served 
by  his  side  is  an  inspiration  to  us  all 
and  confirms  that  neither  of  you  could 
have  chosen  better  60  years  ago.  I  know 
that  God  will  grant  you  all  peace  and 
in  the  days  and  weeks  to  come  it  will 
be  His  grace  and  the  strength  you  share 
as  a  family  which  will  bring  about  the 
healing  you  seek. 


The  Committal 


Presented  by  The  Reverend  Frank  R.  Harrison  at  the  funeral  celebration. 


Let  us  hear  the  word  of  God  in  keeping 
with  the  promises  of  John  and  the  Book 
of  Revelation: 

"And  I  saw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth:  for  the  first  heaven  and  the  first 
earth  were  passed  away;  and  there  was 
no  more  sea. 

And  I  John  saw  the  holy  city,  new 
Jerusalem,  coming  down  from  God  out 
of  heaven,  prepared  as  a  bride  adorned 
for  her  husband. 

And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  heaven 
saying,  Behold,  the  tabernacle  of  God  is 
with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with  them,  and 
they  shall  be  his  people,  and  God  himself 
shall  be  with  them,  and  be  their  God. 

And  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears 
from  their  eyes;  and  there  shall  be  no 


more  death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  crying, 
neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain:  for 
the  former  things  are  passed  away. 

And  he  that  sat  upon  the  throne  said. 
Behold,  I  make  all  things  new.  And  he 
said  unto  me,  Write:  for  these  words  are 
true  and  faithful. 

And  he  said  unto  me.  It  is  done.  I  am 
Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and 
the  end"  (Revelation  21:1-6). 

"Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled:  ye 
believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me.  In  my 
Father's  house  are  many  mansions:  if  it 
were  not  so,  I  would  have  told  you.  I  go 
to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  and 
prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again, 
and  receive  you  unto  myself;  that  where  I 
am,  there  ye  may  be  also"  (John  14:1-3). 


Dear  Friends:  In  resignation  to  the 
will  of  our  heavenly  Father,  we  now 
deposit  the  mortal  part  of  this  our  friend 
and  brother  in  Christ,  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  in  keeping  with  God's  will. 

Though  we  sorrow,  it  is  not  as  those 
who  have  no  hope;  and  in  our  sorrow  we 
can  rejoice,  because  of  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  promise  ot  eternal 
life. 

"And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  saying 
unto  me.  Write,  Blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth: 
Yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labours;  and  their  works  do 
follow  them"  (Revelation  14:13). 
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In  Loving  Memory 


From  Staff  Reports 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  The  Goldsboro  News-Argus 


News-Argus/MICHAEL  K.  DAKOTA 

Burke  Raper  and  Bertie  Sanders  share  a  hug  during  calling  hours  for  Dr.  Burkette  Raper 
at  Rodgers  Chapel  on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College  Wednesday. 


MOUNT  OLIVE— Hundreds  of 
people  visited  Rodgers  Chapel  at 
Mount  Olive  College  Wednesday 
to  pay  their  last  respects  to  Dr. 
Burkette  Raper,  the  school's 
president  emeritus,  who  died 
Monday  at  age  83. 

Former  students,  teachers  and 
members  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  from  across  the  region 
passed  through  the  chapel  to  say 
goodbye  to  the  man  who  was  the 
face  of  the  college  for  decades. 
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Raper's  body  lay  in  state  from 
noon  until  4  p.m.  Wednesday,  with 
the  family  receiving  visitors  from  4 
until  7  P.M. 

His  funeral  was  to  be  held  today 
at  11  A.M.  in  Kornegay  Arena  on 
campus,  with  nearly  3,000  people 
expected  to  attend.  The  burial  was 
to  be  in  Friendship  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  Cemetery  near 
Trenton. 

With  hundreds  of  people  taking 
time  Wednesday  to  pay  their  respects, 


Raper  was  remembered  as  a  caring 
leader  and  a  man  of  absolute  integrity. 

Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay,  a  former 
member  of  the  college's  board  of 
directors,  said  he  got  to  know  Raper 
well  over  the  years  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  respect  for  him. 

"I  just  know  that  he  was  a  tower 
of  a  man,"  Kornegay  said.  "His 
service  to  the  college  and  to  this 
community  was  just  outstanding. 
He  was  a  great  man,  and  he  will  be 
missed." 


News-Argus/MICHAEL  BETTS 

Rhonda  Bryant fills  out  a  memorial  card  for  the  Raper family  during  visitation  Jor  Dr.  Raper 
at  Mount  Olive  College.  Ms.  Bryant  worked  with  him  at  the  college. 


Even  after  he  stepped  down  as 
president  of  Mount  Olive  College 
after  an  unprecedented  50-year 
tenure,  his  presence  was  still 
strongly  felt. 

"On  the  day  I  was  inaugurated  we 
had  a  luncheon,  and  I  said  to  the 
group  there,  'Can  anyone  in  this 
room  remember  the  (basketball) 
coach  who  succeeded  John  Wooden 
at  UCLA?  I  feel  that  way  today,'" 
said  Dr.  Bill  Byrd,  who  followed 
Raper  as  college  president.  "I  can, 
along  with  everyone  else,  see  the 
legacy  he  left  for  us." 

And  not  only  in  the  college,  Byrd 
added,  but  also  in  the  denomination 
that  Raper  had  dedicated  his  life  to. 


"He  was  working  on  that  almost 
right  up  until  his  last  day,"  he  said. 

Doris  Ellis  of  Mount  Olive 
recalled  Raper's  frequent  visits  to 
her  church.  Northeast  Free  Will 
Baptist,  and  his  closeness  with  her 
brother-in-law  Ted  Garner. 

"They  conferred  on  everything," 
she  said.  "Mr.  Raper  would  go  out 
to  their  house  and  sit  and  visit." 

Mrs.  Ellis'  older  sister,  Margaret 
Wall  of  Goldsboro,  also  had  ties  to 
the  college,  she  said. 

"She'll  be  90  her  next  birthday — 
she  was  one  of  the  first  that  came 
down  here  and  enrolled,"  she 
said.  "There  weren't  but  five  or  six 
students  at  the  time." 


Dustin  Keipper,  graphic  designer 
at  the  college  since  2005  and  before 
that  a  student,  most  recently  had 
worked  across  the  hall  from  the 
former  administrator. 

"He  wasn't  my  boss  while  he  was 
here  but  there  were  things  that  he 
asked  me  to  do  on  occasion  for  his 
foundation,  small  things,"  he  said. 
"I  really  enjoyed  working  with  him, 
having  him  across  the  hall,  seeing 
him  come  down  the  hall  every  day. 
He  was  a  good  man." 

In  addition  to  his  leadership  at  the 
college  and  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination,  Keipper  also  recalled 
Raper's  quick  wit. 

"Just  his  laugh,  because  you  always 
remember  his  laugh,"  he  said.  "He 
liked  to  tell  you  jokes.  As  soon  as 
he  finished  telling  it,  he  always 
laughed.  It  was  so  funny." 

Raper's  son  Burke  agreed. 

"He  loved  a  good  joke,  but  he  was 
always  serious,"  he  said.  "Whenever 
he  had  a  joke,  he  was  intent  on  it." 

The  former  college  administrator 
had  another  special  gift,  Keipper 
said. 

"When  Dr.  Raper  spoke  to  you, 
he  spoke  to  you  like  you  were  the 
only  person  on  Earth,"  he  said.  "He 
acted  like  nothing  else  mattered  but 
you  at  that  moment." 

"And  he  was  like  that  with  his 
children,"  Burke  replied,  adding, 
"He  was  a  good  dad.  He  loved  his 
children,  and  we  loved  him. 

"It's  a  real  loss  to  us  all." 


"I  just  know  that  he  (Dr.  Raper)  was  a  tower  of  a  man.  His  service 
to  the  college  and  to  this  connnnunity  was  just  outstanding.  He  was 
a  great  man,  and  he  will  be  missed." 

—  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay,  a  former  member  of  Mount  Olive  College's  board  of  directors  — 
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Rose  Raper:  Taking  Her  Place, 
Always  Right  By  His  Side 

By  Steve  Herring 

Reprinted  with  permission  fro7n  The  Goldsboro  News-Argus 


MOUNT  OLIVE— "I  feel  like  half 
of  me  is  gone,"  Rose  Raper  said  softy 
Saturday  morning  as  she  reflected  on 
the  passing  this  week  of  her  husband  of 
almost  60  years,  Dr.  Burkette  Raper. 

"But  let's  talk  about  him." 

Raper,  83,  who  died  of  cancer  early 
Monday  morning,  was  an  icon  in  the 
community,  having  served  more  than 
50  years  with  Mount  Olive  College, 
including  40  as  president.  Close  to 
2,000  people  paid  tribute  to  Raper 
during  services  at  the  college  this  past 
week. 

"He  would  say  (of  the  crowd),  'I  did 
not  do  this  by  myself,  you  give  the 
credit  to  the  people  who  have  helped 
support  this  school,'"  Mrs.  Raper 
said.  "Our  church  people  have  been 
undivided  in  making  this  college  a 
success.  Even  though  he  was  the  leader, 
he  had  tremendous  backing.' 

Those  people  were  a  part  of  his 
family's  life,  said  their  son,  Burke 
Raper. 

"We  began  work  here  in  1954  with 
very  little  to  go  on,  but  he  knew  it  could 
be  a  success  if  we  worked,"  Mrs.  Raper 
said.  "That  first  year  we  continued  to 
live  in  the  Arbor  community  near  Snow 
Hill.  We  had  two  little  girls,  Olivia  and 
Kristie.  There  was  a  lady  here  in  Mount 
Olive,  who  was  Blanche  Hargrove,  who 
was  secretary  for  him.  When  the  work 


became  really  more  than  she  could  do 
in  a  day's  time,  the  people  would  help 
me  with  the  children  and  I  would  come 
and  work  in  the  office.  I  dealt  with  the 
bookkeeping  and  typing  that  first  year 
and  ever  since. 

"What  my  place  was  in  this  was  to 
assist  him  in  any  way  that  I  could. 
Sometimes  it  was  to  fill  in  when  there 
were  vacancies  at  the  office  until  he 
could  get  someone.  Most  of  the  time  it 
was  to  be  with  our  children,  take  of  the 
family,  because  he  was  at  the  college." 

The  children  often  said  that,  "Daddy 
has  a  college.  Mama  has  family,"  she 
said. 

But  Raper  was  still  very  much 
involved  with  and  committed  to  his 
family,  Mrs.  Raper  said. 

One  daughter,  Elizabeth,  once 
wrote  that  "Daddy's  idea  of  a  Sunday 
afternoon  drive  was  to  leave  home, 
drive  to  the  cornfield  that  is  now  the 
college,  ride  up  and  down  and  say, 
'Now  this  is  going  to  be. . ..'" 

The  college  was  her  husband's  dream, 
Mrs.  Raper  agreed. 

"He  was  very  committed  to 
the  (Original  Free  Will  Baptist) 
denomination,  and  his  desire  was  for 
every  person  to  be  able  to  attend  college 
or  high  school  or  whatever  they  needed 
to  better  themselves  in  order  to  be  better 
citizens  of  our  country,"  she  said. 


In  the  process  of  creating  the  college, 
Raper  touched  many  lives — a  fact  Mrs. 
Raper  realized  clearly  when  so  many 
people  offered  their  condolences  to  her 
and  the  Raper  family. 

"I  have  been  most  grateful  for  the 
outpouring  of  peoples'  compassion  and 
wanting  to  help  us,"  Mrs.  Raper  said. 
"It  has  really  been  more  than  anyone 
could  expect  and  I  am  deeply  grateful. 
I  just  had  no  idea  that  so  many  people 
would  take  the  time  to  come  and  visit 
with  us,  send  their  greeting  and  the 
love  that  has  been  expressed  for  him." 

One  of  the  people  who  has  been  by 
the  family's  side  through  Raper's  illness 
was  Jo  Morgan,  who  stepped  up  and 
was  there  to  help  care  for  the  former 
Mount  Olive  College  president. 

It  is  just  something  that  the 
family  will  never  forget,  Mrs.  Raper 
said — that  and  the  support  at  Wayne 
Memorial  Hospital  and  from  Mount 
Olive  College. 

"He  made  that  difference  in  so  many 
people's  lives,"  Burke  Raper  said.  "They 
were  not  just  students,  they  were  really 
his,  I  guess  you  could  say,  friends.  He 
spoke  to  everyone.  He  knew  everybody 
on  campus  at  one  time.  He  had  a  real 
interest  in  everybody." 

Raper,  who  liked  to  walk,  often 
spoke  to  high  school  students  he  saw 
on  their  way  to  class. 


"He  was  very  committed  to  the  (Original  Free  Will  Baptist)  denomination, 
and  his  desire  was  for  every  person  to  be  able  to  attend  college  or  high 
school  or  whatever  they  needed  to  better  themselves  in  order  to  be  better 
citizens  of  our  country." 

—  Rose  Mallard  Raper  — 
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Rose  Rdper  sits  in  front  of  a  portrait  of her  husband,  Dr.  IV.  Burkette  Raper. 


"He'd  come  back  and  say,  'I  met  this 
boy  this  morning  who  was  dragging 
himself  to  school  so  I  turned  around 
and  walked  with  him  a  short  distance 
and  tried  to  encourage  him  of  what 
might  be  ahead  if  he  could  be  excited 
about  it,'"  Mrs.  Raper  said. 

Caring  about  others  was  a  key 
component  to  Raper's  faith,  and  his 
work  through  Mount  Olive  College  a 
special  part  of  that  mission,  his  wife 
said. 

"He  believed  in  a  commitment  to 
Jesus  Christ.  He  thought  everybody 
deserved  the  opportunity  to  burgeon 


forth.  He  wanted  success  for  everyone 
that  he  knew.  (Work  at  the  college) 
was  very  difficult  at  times  because  it 
required  24/7  of  him,  but  he  was  very 
considerate  of  family  even  so,"  she  said. 
"We  just  became  a  part  of  it.  We  didn't 
look  at  it  as  a  difficulty.  We  just  became 
a  part  of  that  commitment  to  make  it 
work." 

Burke  Raper  said  his  father  had  help 
over  the  years,  but  that  his  specialty 
was  greeting  people  one-on-one. 

He  never  owned  a  computer,  a  smart 
phone  or  any  other  technological  aid. 

"The  man  never  owned  a  computer. 


he  never  knew  how  to  e-mail,  he  never 
had  a  smart  phone — he  had  a  legal 
pad,"  he  said.  "I  look  at  that  campus 
and  think  without  a  computer,  without 
a  smart  phone,  he  did  it  on  a  person- 
to-person  basis." 

Mrs.  Raper  remembers  the  early 
days  when  the  family  car  was  Raper's 
office. 

David  W.  Hansley,  who  was 
chairman  ot  the  college's  board  of 
trustees,  would  visit  and  he  and  Raper 
would  drive  out  to  the  cornfield  where 
the  college  would  be  built. 

"When  we  first  came  down  to 
work  we  had  no  facilities,"  she  said. 
"Burkette  and  Mr.  Hansley  would 
sit  in  the  car  under  one  ot  those  oak 
trees  to  make  plans  for  the  college. 
That  was  his  office.  That  was  all  we 
had.  Burkette  interviewed  the  original 
faculty  members  in  his  car." 

Even  during  his  sickness  Raper  still 
tried  to  work. 

"The  college  and  foundation,  he  was 
concerned  about  those  up  until  his  last 
day,"  his  son  said.  "He  talked  about 
them,  helped  us  make  plans.  When 
he  could  no  longer  write  well,  one  of 
us  had  to  have  the  legal  pad.  He  was 
still  thinking,  still  putting  things 
together." 

"He  talked  about  his  work  up  until 
the  end.  In  fact  I  put  this  recliner  in 
here  because  he  liked  to  visit  with 
people,  but  he  needed  his  feet  up.  So 
I  moved  some  chairs  and  put  a  recliner 
in  here  so  that  we  could  make  him 
comfortable,  but  yet  (allow  him  to) 
visit  with  the  people  who  came  to  see 
him  and  talk  about  his  aspirations  for 
the  future." 

Burke  Raper  said  his  mother,  just  as 
she  always  had,  remained  by  his  father's 
side  during  the  past  several  months. 

"During  his  illness,  he  depended  on 
me  and  I  am  glad  I  could  be  helpful," 
she  said. 

It  was  a  love  story  up  until  the  very 
end.  Burke  Raper  added. 

"If  she  wasn't  there  and  it  was  one  of 
us  (children)  he  would  say,  'Where  is 
Mama?'  and  he  was  fine  as  long  as  he 
knew  that  she  was  here,"  he  said. 
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His  Life:  Well-lived 

By  Steve  Herring 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  The  Goldsboro  News-Argus 


MOUNT  OLIVE— The  campus 
of  Mount  Olive  College  provided 
a  fitting  backdrop  as  close  to  2,000 
people  gathered  over  the  past  two  days 
to  remember  and  pay  homage  to  Dr. 
Burkette  Raper. 

Raper,  83,  president  emeritus  of  the 
college,  died  early  Monday  morning  of 
cancer. 

Close  to  500  people  filed  through 
Rodgers  Chapel  Wednesday  night 
to  pay  their  condolences  to  Raper's 
family. 

Another  almost  1,500,  including 
former  Gov.  Jim  Hunt,  former 
Congressman  Martin  Lancaster, 
numerous  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers 
and  past  and  present  college  faculty, 
staff  and  students,  were  on  hand 
Thursday  morning  for  the  funeral 
service  in  Kornegay  Arena. 

Burial  was  at  4  p.m.  in  the  Friendship 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Cemetery 
near  Trenton. 

Speakers  at  the  service  eulogized 
Raper  as  a  man  whose  vision  and 
commitment  were  the  driving  forces 
behind  the  college's  development  and 
growth,  especially  during  its  formative 
years. 

"Ours  is  a  sacred  purpose  today," 
David  Hines,  dean  of  the  college's 
School  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  said 
during  the  service.  "We  have  gathered 
to  honor  the  memory  and  to  celebrate 
the  life  of  Burkette  Raper." 

Hines  read  from  Isaiah  54:2: 
"Enlarge  the  place  of  thy  tent,  and 
let  them  stretch  forth  the  curtains  of 
thine  habitations:  spare  not,  lengthen 
thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes." 

The  passage  is  addressed  to  a  people 
returning  from  exile  and  the  prophet 
was  seeking  to  give  hope  to  a  people 
who  thought  that  hope  was  futile,  he 
said. 


"This  passage  became  a  defining 
passage  for  Dr.  Raper,"  Hines  said. 
"He  knew  that  if  one  wanted  a  larger 
tent  that  the  supporting  stakes  had  to 
go  deeper  and  that  the  ropes  had  to  be 
longer  and  stronger.  Hope,  confidence 
and  gratitude  define  Dr.  Raper's  life.  He 
believed  that  the  future  of  our  church 
depended  on  ministers  effectively 
equipped  to  serve  God's  people.  He 
believed  in  the  importance  of  providing 
a  quality  Christian  education  for  all. 

"He  believed  God  could  do  all  things. 
He  had  the  audacity  to  believe  that  a 
great  Christian  college  could  spring 


up  from  humble  beginnings — $6.17  to 
be  exact.  His  faith,  his  vision  inspires 
us  to  seek  expanding  horizons  and 
to  pursue  the  road  to  excellence.  He 
challenges  us  to  believe  that  our  future 
is  only  limited  by  the  breadth  of  our 
vision  and  the  depth  of  our  faith." 

Hines  said  he  had  often  heard  Raper 
speak  of  his  life's  work  as  his  attempt  to 
pay  back  a  debt  that  he  owed  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Raper  and 
two  siblings  lived  for  a  while  at  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Orphanage,  now  known 
as  the  Children's  Home,  in  Middlesex, 
following  the  death  of  his  father. 
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"(Dr.  Paper)  believed  God  could  do  all  things.  He  had  the  audacity  to  believe 
that  a  great  Christian  college  could  spring  up  fronn  humble  beginnings— $6.17 
to  be  exact.  His  faith,  his  vision  inspires  us  to  seek  expanding  horizons  and  to 
pursue  the  road  to  excellence.  He  challenges  us  to  believe  that  our  future  is 
only  limited  by  the  breadth  of  our  vision  and  the  depth  of  our  faith." 

—  Dr.  David  Hines,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Mount  Ohve  College  — 


That  debt  has  been  repaid  a  hundred 
times  over,  Hines  said. 

Raper  served  the  college  for  more  than 
50  years,  more  than  40  as  president, 
from  1954  until  1995.  Following 
his  retirement,  he  was  director  of 
planned  giving  for  the  school,  which 
is  sponsored  by  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church. 

Hines  called  on  those  in  attendance 
to  recommit  themselves  to  the  vision 
and  passion  that  so  consumed  Raper. 

Dr.  Michael  Pelt,  retired  chairman 
of  the  college's  religion  department, 
knew  Dr.  Raper  for  57  years. 

It  was  while  at  the  children's  home 
that  Raper  began  to  believe  that  God 
had  a  purpose  for  his  life  and  he  sought 
out  that  purpose  in  prayer.  Pelt  said. 

Raper  served  at  seven  churches, 
including  Friendship  Church  in  Jones 
County,  where  he  met  his  future  wife. 
Rose  Mallard. 

"They  were  married  Aug.  19,  1951, 
and  his  marriage  to  her  was  without 
a  doubt  one  of  the  most  important 
decisions  of  his  life,  for  she  has  been  a 
pillar  of  strength  through  all  of  those 
years,"  Pelt  said. 

It  was  while  a  student  at  Duke 
UniversitythatRapercame  to  appreciate 
the  real  meaning  of  education  and  to 
relate  learning  to  his  sense  of  Christian 
vocation,  Pelt  said. 

"In  a  September  1954  report  to  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Raper  wrote,  'My  prayer  is  that 
we  shall  build  in  this  state  a  college 
that  is  both  Christian  and  sound  in 
scholarship,'"  Pelt  said.  "'Out  of  our 
small  beginnings  is  a  vision  of  an 
education  institution  that  will  be  a  credit 


to  the  cause  of  education  in  general.  I 
solicit  your  prayers,  cooperation  and 
support.'" 

Pelt  said  that  later  that  same  day  he 
heard  Raper  preach  for  the  first  time 
using  the  passage  from  Isaiah. 

Pelt  said  that  Raper  had  sacrificed 
much  over  the  years,  but  had  done  so 
willingly. 

"Sacrifice,  he  once  said,  is  really 
giving  up  things  of  less  value  for  things 
of  higher  value,"  Pelt  said.  "From  the 
very  beginning,  Burkette  had  a  vision 
tor  this  college  without  which  it  would 
not  have  survived.  He  tried  untiringly 
to  keep  that  vision  alive." 

"He  was  widely  recognized  for 
his  ability  to  persuade  others  to  give 
liberally  towards  the  endowment  ot  the 
college  as  far  as  providing  scholarships 
that  would  help  students  and  their 
parents  to  meet  the  cost  of  education." 

Speaker  Dr.  Donald  Ribeiro  said 
he  learned  early  on  that  he,  like  many 
others,  could  not  say  "no"  to  Raper. 

Ribeiro  said  he  had  visited  Raper  in 
the  hospital  recently  and  that  Raper 
asked  him  to  share  his  "heart's  desire 
for  the  future  of  God's  work  in  our 
lives.  Even  at  this  time  his  mind  and 
his  heart  were  not  on  himself,  but 
everyone  else." 

Ribeiro  said  that  over  the  35  years 
that  he  knew  Raper  that  he  could  not 
recall  ever  telling  him  no.  He  said  he 
wondered  if  anyone,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  Mrs.  Raper,  had  ever  told 
him  "no." 

"One  day  I  got  a  call,  no,  the  call,"  he 
said.  "You  know  the  one  I  am  talking 
about  because  many  ot  you  have 
received  that  call." 


That  call  was  to  discuss  the  creation 
of  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for 
Christian  Ministry,  he  said. 

Ribeiro  asked  those  who  have 
donated  or  received  help  through  the 
foundation  to  stand  and  many  in  the 
audience  stood. 

"Look  around.  I  do  believe  we  are 
fulfilling  Dr.  Paper's  heart's  desire 
for  God's  work,"  he  said.  "I  believe  a 
truer  measure  of  success  is  in  the  rare 
gitt  given  to  a  few  who  inspire  others 
to  greatness,  to  be  more  than  they 
ever  imagined  or  hoped  they  could  be. 
This  personifies  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Paper's 
lives." 

Nido  Qubein,  past  president  ot  High 
Point  College,  said  he  arrived  at  Mount 
Olive  College  from  Israel  not  speaking 
English  and  not  knowing  anyone. 

"I  have  not  come  today  to  mourn  the 
death  of  Burkette  Raper,"  Qubein  said. 
"I  have  come  here  today  to  celebrate 
the  life  of  a  man  who  planted  seeds 
of  greatness  for  literally  thousands  of 
young  men  and  women." 

Qubein  said  that  he  was  among 
those  whose  life  was  touched  by  Raper 
and  his  vision.  Measured  by  the  people 
that  he  touched,  Raper  would  have 
to  be  considered  an  Olympian,  a  gold 
medal  winner,  he  said. 

"I  remember  Dr.  Raper  as  this 
person  that  you  could  not  say  "no"  to, 
not  because  he  intimidated  you,  but 
because  he  persuaded  you"  Qubein 
said. 

People  did  not  say  "no"  because  they 
wanted  to  be  his  partner,  he  said. 

Raper  was  a  steward  and  servant, 
something  that  everyone  should  strive 
to  be,  Qubein  said. 
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His  Dream  was  a  Wish 
His  Heart,  Faith  Made 

By  Phyllis  Moore 

Reprinted  luith permission Jrom  The  Goldsboro  News-Argus 


Dr.  Burkette  Raper's  legacy  lies  with 
the  students  whose  lives  he  changed, 
Mount  Olive  College  alumni  and 
others  said  last  week  as  they  mourned 
his  loss. 

Raper  died  Monday  and  his  funeral 
was  Thursday. 

While  paying  their  respects,  many 
former  students  and  co-workers  said 
that  without  his  encouragement 
and  help,  they  would  never  have 
succeeded. 

Sonya  O'Brien,  assistant  professor  of 
business  at  the  college,  was  a  student  at 
Mount  Olive  College  in  the  late  1970s, 
when  it  was  still  a  two-year  school. 

"It's  a  common  theme.  I  think  people 
who  have  known  him  and  worked  with 
him  just  had  the  utmost  respect  for  him 
as  a  person  and  as  a  leader,"  she  said. 

Gail  Herring,  now  director  of 
elementary  education  for  the  Wayne 
County  Public  Schools,  graduated 
from  Mount  Olive  in  1976. 

"He  embraced  each  and  every  one 
of  us  as  students.  He  knew  each  and 
every  one  of  us  and  was  very  involved 
in  everything  that  was  going  on  at  the 
campus.  ...  This  was  our  family,  our 
home  away  from  home,"  she  said. 

Cecil  Cahoon  is  another  graduate 
who  said  Raper  changed  his  life. 

"I  probably  would  not  have  been  able 
to  attend  college  if  not  for  him,"  Cahoon 
said  prior  to  the  start  of  Thursday's 
service.  "We  just  couldn't  afford  it.  But 
because  we  were  Free  Will  Baptists, 
there  was  various  financial  aid  available 
that  would  not  have  been  available  if  I 
had  gone  to  another  institution." 

Amy  Sutton  Pierce,  Class  of  1986, 
and  Barbara  Shelton,  who  attended 
the  New  Bern  campus  of  the  college 
graduating  in  1996,  are  co-workers  at 


Wayne  Memorial  Hospital. 

"He  was  just  so  faithful,  had  such 
vision,"  Mrs.  Pierce  said.  "He  touched 
so  many  lives.  He  made  an  impact  on 
people,  whether  they  were  a  student  or 
not.  . . .  They  don't  make  them  like  that 
any  more." 

Jean  Ackiss,  director  of  church 
support  for  the  college,  worked  closely 
with  Raper  for  many  years. 

"With  the  passing  of  Dr.  Raper,  I 
feel  a  great  sense  of  personal  loss,  yet 
at  the  same  time  I  am  most  grateful  for 
the  opportunity  of  working  with  such  a 
man  for  more  than  40  years,"  she  said. 

Mrs.  Ackiss  said  her  life  is  richer 
because  of  Raper's  guiding  hand. 

"As  a  green  country  girl  from  Craven 
County,  I  was  privileged  to  work 
directly  under  Dr.  Raper  for  30  years," 
she  said.  "I  can  truthfully  say  that  he 
literally  helped  to  change  my  life. 

"I  began  as  his  personal  secretary  in 
1965  and  as  I  developed  and  grew  with 
the  work  and  became  more  involved  in 
the  work  of  the  president's  office.  Dr. 
Raper  invited  me  to  become  director  of 
church  support,  to  work  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  churches  that  established 
Mount  Olive  College  and  gave  support 
to  this  work." 

When  a  person  needed  advice,  he 
could  help  them  examine  the  situation 
and  find  the  right  answer.  Raper  was 
a  man  of  vision  and  "Godly  wisdom," 
she  said. 

"He  looked  for  potential  in  people 
and  worked  diligently  to  help  them 
become  all  they  were  capable  of  being," 
Mrs.  Ackiss  said.  "He  was  a  man  of 
patience  and  determination  when  he 
wanted  to  be.  He  could  wait  years  for 
someone  to  come  to  the  point  that 
they  were  prepared  or  willing  to  come 


to  Mount  Olive  College.  Yet  he  was 
determined  enough  to  move  quickly 
and  decisively  if  he  felt  the  decision 
warranted  it.  He  was  a  hardworking 
and  very  determined  man." 

Mrs.  Ackiss  said  that  although 
Raper  had  high  expectations  of  those 
who  worked  for  him,  he  never  asked 
more  from  anyone  than  he  was  willing 
to  do  himself 

"I  have  never  known  anyone  who 
could  articulate  his  vision  any  better 
than  Dr.  Raper,"  she  said.  "Almost 
always,  when  he  was  talking  with  a 
person  about  a  contribution  he  would 
talk  in  terms  of  their  finding  fulfillment 
in  helping  others  who  needed  an 
opportunity.  He  used  the  phrase  many 
times,  'good  people  doing  good  things.' 
He  wasn't  just  using  words,  he  actually 
believed  this  in  the  core  of  his  being. 

"He  never  asked  anyone  to  give  to 
MOC.  He  invited  them  to  give.  He 
said  it  would  give  meaning  and  purpose 
to  their  lives." 

MOC  Board  of  Trustees  Chairman 
Darrell  Horne  said  attending  Mount 
Olive  helped  him  to  get  a  good 
education  and  to  become  successful. 

"I  meet  Dr.  Raper  in  1965  after  I 
graduated  from  Charles  B.  Aycock 
High  School.  The  first  time  I  ever  met 
him,  I  was  thinking  about  going  to 
college  and  he  encouraged  me  to  come 
to  Mount  Olive.  I  was  the  first  one  in 
my  family  to  go  to  college.  Based  on 
his  encouragement,  I  came  to  Mount 
Olive  College  in  1965  for  two  years. 

"The  rest  is  history.  He  is  one  of  the 
nicest,  kindest  individuals  that  I  have 
ever  met.  He  had  a  passion  and  vision 
for  this  school.  When  I  came  here 
we  were  over  in  the  old  elementary 
building  and  while  I  was  here  we  built 
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Jijen-Mount  Olive  College  President  Biirkette  Raper  talks  with  students  on  the  college  campus. 


the  Henderson  Building  and  that  was 
the  only  thing  on  this  campus.  The  rest 
of  it  over  here  was  a  mudhole." 

Raper  helped  many  students  get  a 
start,  Horne  said.  At  that  time  many 
of  those  who  attended  MOC  came 
from  farm  backgrounds  and  going  to 
college  was  "kind  of  unheard  of"  and 
not  something  a  young  person  would 
normally  aspire  to. 

"He  felt  like  it  was  the  best  thing 
for  our  denomination  that  the  young 
people  get  a  college  education,"  Horne 
said.  "I  have  been  a  member  of  Stoney 
Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  for 
more  than  55  years  and  can  think 
of  a  hundred  who  came  to  Mount 
Olive  who  probably  would  not  have 
gone  to  college  without  Dr.  Raper's 
encouragement." 

The  Rev.  Gary  Bailey,  pastor  at 
Stoney  Creek  FWB  Church,  is  married 
to  Raper's  daughter,  Kristie.  Bailey 
also  is  a  former  Mount  Olive  student, 
graduating  in  1972.  He  said  that  few 
people  probably  realize  just  how  much 


pride  his  father-in-law  took  in  his  last 
role,  raising  money  and  establishing 
endowments  for  the  denomination 
through  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Foundation. 

"It  was  probably  the  thing  he  was 
most  proud  of  that  he  did  in  his 
career,"  Bailey  said.  "It  was  his  last 
contribution  to  the  denomination  and 
to  the  Christian  community  and  he 
really,  up  until  he  was  83  years  old  and 
constricted  with  cancer,  and  even  on 
his  death  bed,  up  until  the  week  before 
he  died,  he  was  working  on  this  and 
gave  directions  and  orders  and  ideas  to 
make  it  better  than  it  was." 

Don  Lassiter  from  Selma,  former 
chairman  of  the  foundation  board,  will 
take  over  the  reins  as  president. 

"He  (Raper)  was  an  epitome  of  a 
visionary,  especially  when  it  came  to 
his  Christian  work,"  Lassiter  said.  "He 
was  the  most  dedicated  man  I  have 
ever  seen.  He  worked  40  hours  a  week 
even  though  he  was  83  years  old." 

Raper's  early  years  in  an  orphanage 


helped  shape  his  life  and  his  goals, 
Lassiter  said. 

"His  goal  in  life  was  to  pay  back  this 
debt"  he  felt  he  owed,  Lassiter  said. 

Dianne  Riley,  who  recently  retired 
from  the  college  after  working  there 
38  years,  can  trace  back  memories  of 
Raper  to  her  childhood. 

"It's  very  hard  for  me,"  she  said 
of  his  passing.  "When  I  was  a  very 
young  child,  (he  came)  to  my  church 
and  talked  about  the  college.  It  was 
awesome." 

She  became  a  student  there  years 
later,  knowing  him  as  both  a  professor 
and  administrator.  He  later  approached 
her  about  a  job.  In  1973,  she  became 
director  of  admissions  and  spent  the 
last  14  years  as  director  of  alumni 
relations. 

"When  he  asked  me  to  come  back 
here  to  work,  I  never  telt  so  special," 
she  said.  "He  saw  in  me  things  that 
I  didn't  see.  That's  a  gift  that  he  had, 
that  he  could  see  in  people  what  they 
could  do." 
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A  Real  Legacy: 

Burkette  Raper  Taught  Many  What  it  Takes 
to  Succeed  in  Life  and  as  a  Person 

By  Renee  Carey 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  The  Goldsboro  News-Argus 


A  legacy  is  not  just  found  in  bricks, 
mortar  or  a  building  with  your  name  on 
it — although  it  is  likely  that  is  how  some 
people  will  remember  the  contributions 
of  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper. 

But  a  lasting  impact,  a  real  difference 
and  a  true  understanding  of  what  really 
matters  is  how  a  person  decides  to  live 
his  life  and  how  he  includes  others  in 
that  living. 

We  do  not  have  to  tell  you  that  Dr. 
Raper  made  it  his  mission  to  help  others. 
He  lived  that  calling  every  day — and 
many  of  you  are  likely  the  product  of 
that  faith,  determination  and  belief 
that  everyone  deserves  the  chance  to  be 
someone  special. 

But  perhaps  we  can  remind  you  just 
how  rare  it  is  to  find  someone  like  Mount 
Olive  College's  former  president  and  the 
guiding  hand  who  directed  its  growth 
and  changed  lives  for  decades. 

We  are  faced  with  people  every  day  who 
preach  one  way  of  life  and  live  another. 
We  encounter  "good  Samaritans"  who 
announce  their  good  deeds,  but  who 
never  really  have  a  clear  vision  for  why 
they  are  doing  them. 

We  must  navigate  a  world  where  in 
some  cases  faith  is  a  coat  that  is  worn  by 
some  and  taken  on  and  off  depending  on 
who  is  in  the  room.  We  see  people  who 
pretend  to  care — as  long  as  their  own 
lives  are  not  affected. 

Such  was  not  the  case  with  Dr.  Raper. 

He  loved  being  an  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  and  sharing  his  faith  with  those 
in  his  home  church  and  in  other  places 
around  the  area. 

But  that  was  not  enough.  He  wanted 
to  do  more. 

So,  when  a  chance  came  calling,  he 
decided  to  put  his  all  into  creating  a 
college  where  even  an  orphan  boy  like 
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himself  could  aspire  to  be  great  and  to 
live  the  life  God  intended. 

Then  he  focused  on  making  that  dream 
come  true. 

It  is  true  that  he  was  the  fundraiser  of 
all  fundraisers,  and  that  if  he  was  in  your 
office,  he  was  there  to  talk  you  out  of  a 
check. 

But  that  should  surprise  no  one — not 
if  you  understand  just  what  Mount  Olive 
College  meant  to  this  man  and  why  he 
wanted  so  very  much  for  it  to  succeed 
and  grow  and  for  others  to  be  part  of 
that  mission. 

He  believed  deeply  that  the  future 
of  his  faith  and  of  his  country  could  be 
found  in  the  education  of  young  men  and 
women.  He  wanted  them  to  have  the 
chance  to  become  great  keepers  of  not 
only  his  faith,  but  of  his  community.  He 
knew  college  could  open  those  doors  and 
that,  for  some,  it  just  was  not  possible  to 
dream  that  big. 


So,  he  grew  a  college  that  would  allow 
them  to  pursue  their  dreams. 

He  needed  the  money,  of  course,  to 
make  that  dream  a  reality,  but  it  was 
more  than  that.  He  wanted  others  to 
know  the  joy  he  felt  in  inspiring  others 
and  to  feel  the  sense  of  being  a  part  of 
something  bigger  than  themselves. 

He  knew  just  what  kind  of  impact  that 
kind  of  contribution  could  have  on  not 
only  the  recipient,  but  on  the  giver. 

Dr.  Raper  lived  his  life  as  a  man  of 
faith  and  as  a  champion  for  education. 
He  gave  so  many  the  gift  of  a  future  and 
a  compass  by  which  they  could  move 
forward  and  find  their  way. 

He  will  be  remembered  for  bricks  and 
mortar,  of  course.  But  Dr.  Raper's  true 
legacy  is  in  the  generations  who  can  say 
that  they  discovered  what  they  could 
become  because  he  believed  in  them. 

There  is  no  higher  compliment  than 
that. 


The  Life  of  W.  Burkette  Daoer 

By  Justin  B.  Barnett 

Originally  submitted  as  partial fulfillment  of  the  requirements  for  the  course,  History  of  the  OFJVB  in  2010. 


Frederick  Douglass  once  said,  "Measure  me  not  by  the 
heights  to  which  I  have  chmbed  but  by  the  depth  from  which 
I  have  come."  ^  The  Reverend  Dr.  Wilham  Burkette  Raper  was 
and  is  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists.  He  overcame  great  adversity  and  arose 
from  great  depth  to  be  one  of  the  most  well  respected  and 
influential  members  in  the  history  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  He  has  lived  a  life  that  has  sought  to  improve  and 
empower  people  through  education  and  commitment  to  God. 
Dr.  Raper  says,  "I  was  born  a  Free  Will  Baptist."  He  has 
never  held  any  employment  outside  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination.  ^  He  is  an  innovator  and  a  leader  in  the  Original 


Free  Will  Baptists.  He  was  a  successful  pastor  and  an  even 
more  successful  President  of  Mount  Olive  College.  He  proved 
himself  to  be  a  talented  writer  and  orator.  He  was  and  is  very 
skilled  at  networking.  He  is  a  man  of  the  utmost  character  and 
great  intellect. 

W.  Burkette  Raper  was  born  in  1927,  in  Wilson  County, 
North  Carolina,  to  Beulah  and  Cecil  Raper.  He  was  the  oldest 
of  four  children.  Dr.  Raper  has  two  younger  sisters  and  a 
younger  brother.  His  father  was  a  tenant  farmer.  The  Rapers 
were  a  good  Christian  family.  They  attended  Little  Rock  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  and  both  of 
Dr.  Raper's  parents  were  members  there.  Dr.  Raper  has  fond 


1.  W.  Burkette  Raper.  "The  Faith  of  Our  Founders."  Mount  Olive  College  Founders  Day  Address,  (2001),  1. 

2.  Justin  B.  Barnett.  Interviewwith  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper  conducted  on  Tuesday,  6/1/10. 
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memories  of  his  childhood  and  remembers  being  in  church  with 
his  father. '  The  Raper  family  lived  in  a  one  room  schoolhouse 
that  had  been  converted  into  a  residence."*  They  lived  on  an 
unpaved  road,  as  many  did  in  the  twenties  and  thirties.  They 
were  not  a  wealthy  family,  but  they  were  a  loving  family. ' 

W.  Burkette  Raper  lived  with  his  parents  until  the  age  of  eight. 
The  winter  of  1936  was  a  harsh  and  cold  winter  in  eastern  North 
Carolina.  The  schools  had  let  out  for  Christmas  and  had  not 
reopened  in  February  due  to  the  effect  of  the  weather  conditions 
on  the  unpaved  roads  of  rural  North  Carolina.  Lee  Woodard 
School  in  Black  Creek,  North  Carolina,  was  still  closed  when 
Dr.  Raper's  father  passed  away  on  February  thirteenth,  during 
the  bitter  winter  of  1936.^  Dr.  Raper  says  that  his  father  made 
a  very  meaningful  impact  upon  his  life  during  those  short  eight 
years  he  shared  with  him.  His  father  had  taken  him  to  church 
and  instilled  some  Christian  values  in  his  oldest  son. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  young  Burkette  went  to  live 
at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Orphanage  in  Middlesex,  North 
Carolina.  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Orphanage  was  completely 
full  with  one  hundred  children  under  its  care.  Dr.  Raper's 
uncle,  Barney  R.  Raper,  and  the  pastor  at  Little  Rock  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Simon  H.  Styron,  interceded  on 
behalf  of  Mrs.  Beulah  Raper  and  her  children.  A  deal  was 
negotiated  between  Mrs.  Raper  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  orphanage.  The  agreement  was  that  if  she  would  buy  the 
beds  needed,  the  three  oldest  children  would  be  admitted. 
Mrs.  Raper  sold  her  late  husband's  farm  equipment  to  obtain 
the  necessary  funds  to  purchase  the  three  beds,  and  her  three 
oldest  children  were  accepted  into  the  orphanage.  ^ 

Dr.  Raper  describes  his  first  days  at  the  orphanage  saying, 
"life  was  like  being  shipwrecked  upon  a  faraway  island.'"^  His 
mother  thought  that  he  would  be  better  off  at  the  orphanage. 
During  the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930's,  it  was  very  difficult 
for  many  families  to  make  ends  meet,  especially  a  single  mother 
of  four  children.  There  were  no  state  or  federal  programs  for  his 
mother  to  turn  to  for  help.  His  mother  really  did  not  have  a 
home  of  her  own  for  some  years  following  her  husband's  death. 
She  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  orphanage  and  continued  to 
be  part  of  her  son's  life. Dr.  Raper  says  his  mother  would  tell 


her  children  frequently,  "It  was  not  that  I  did  not  love,  but  I 
had  no  means  of  caring  for  you.  I  brought  you  here  because 
I  wanted  you  to  have  the  opportunity  of  an  education  and  to 
be  brought  up  right.  I  will  never  have  anything  to  leave  you. 
Whatever  you  have  in  life,  you  will  have  to  earn  it."  "  I  believe 
this  is  something  that  resonated  deeply  with  Dr.  Raper  during 
his  youth  and  young  adulthood.  These  words  of  his  mother  had 
a  tremendous  impact  on  W.  Burkette  Raper. 

Dr.  Raper  lived  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Orphanage  in 
Middlesex  for  about  eight  years.  He  has  many  fond  memories 
of  the  orphanage  along  with  some  memories  that  are  painful. 
The  orphanage  was  a  powerful  factor  in  influencing  the  life  of 
W.  Burkette  Raper.  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Orphanage  helped 
to  determine  the  kind  of  person  he  would  become  and  the 
direction  that  his  life  would  take  in  the  years  to  come.  He 
especially  remembers  the  infamous  bell  of  the  orphanage. 

Dr.  Raper  says,  "In  many  ways,  the  bell  was  like  a  campus 
clock.  It  rang  for  every  purpose:  for  meals,  religious  events,  and 
any  other  time  for  the  children  to  gather.  The  sound  of  the  bell 
meant  to  cease  whatever  we  were  doing  and  gather  at  appropriate 
places.  One  of  its  most  welcome  sounds  was  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening  when  it  told  us  to  come  in  from  the  fields  where  we  were 
working.  Perhaps  the  most  anticipated  time,  when  we  thought  it 
would  never  ring,  was  the  night  for  the  Christmas  tree  gathering. 
The  peak  of  my  work  assignments  at  the  orphanage  was  when 
my  daily  assignment  was  to  rise  at  five  a.m.,  start  the  wood  fire 
in  the  kitchen  stove  and  at  five  thirty  ring  the  bell  as  a  wake-up 
call  for  everyone  to  'rise  and  shine.'"" 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Orphanage  which  would  later  become 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  was  the  first  ministry 
to  be  established  by  the  North  Carolina  Convention  of  Free 
Will  Baptists.  It  was  known  as  the  "Convention  of  Free  Will 
Baptists"  back  then.  The  "orphanage"  that  Dr.  Raper  spent 
eight  years  in  and  the  "children's  home"  we  have  today  are 
quite  different.  The  children  of  the  orphanage  were  called 
"inmates"  and  the  care  provided  was  not  as  focused  on  being 
nurturing  to  the  children  as  what  we  have  today  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home. "  Dr.  Raper  described  the 
lifestyle  of  the  children  at  the  orphanage  as  "Spartan." 
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As  Dr.  Raper  tells  it,  "there  were  two  cultures  at  the 
orphanage."  One  was  fostered  by  the  adults  that  managed 
and  ran  the  orphanage,  and  the  other  was  a  self-made  code 
by  which  the  children  lived.  The  boys  were  classified  into 
three  groups:  "big  boys,"  "middle  size  boys,"  and  "little  boys." 
Each  age  group  had  its  restrictions  and  privileges.  These 
classifications  basically  formed  a  culture  that  was  something 
like  a  caste  system  for  the  boys.  Younger  boys  knew  not  to 
trespass  into  the  domain  and  ranks  of  an  older  group.  The 
ranks  determined  how  the  children  lined  up  when  going  to 
meals,  assemblies,  church  services,  and  other  events.  The  boys 
were  made  to  march  everywhere  they  went  in  lines  formed 
according  to  their  size.  Even  the  seating  in  the  dining  hall  was 
in  descending  order  according  to  the  size  of  the  children. 

Young  Burkette  Raper  was  given  many  responsibilities 
at  the  age  of  eight.  Each  child  had  work  assignments  at  the 
orphanage.  Young  Burkette  was  part  of  the  "middle  size  boys" 
that  were  in  charge  of  the  cows  and  chickens.  They  had  to  milk 
the  cows,  harvest  the  eggs,  and  he  also  performed  many  other 
duties  related  to  the  care  of  the  animals.  Dr.  Raper  says  that  he 
felt  a  sense  of  ownership  in  the  care  of  the  livestock  and  that 
this  responsibility  helped  to  make  him  feel  that  he  belonged, 
and  was  accepted.  He  also  had  other  chores  such  as  laundry  and 
making  sure  the  campus  was  clean.  He  learned  a  work  ethic 
that  would  come  to  serve  him  well  in  the  years  to  come. 

Young  Burkette  soon  learned  that  dealing  with  his  emotional 
needs  would  be  his  own  responsibility.  At  the  orphanage, 
expressing  emotion  was  considered  a  sign  of  weakness.  The 
children  would  taunt  and  torment  the  ones  who  would  cry 
because  of  homesickness  or  other  reasons.  Many  of  the 
children  at  the  orphanage  became  hardened  by  the  realities 
of  institutional  life.  Dr.  Raper  says,  "There  were  no  shoulders 
on  which  to  cry,  not  even  the  matrons."  Young  Burkette  Raper 
quickly  learned  to  control  his  emotions. 

Dr.  Raper  attended  Lee  Woodard  School  in  Black  Creek, 
North  Carolina,  until  the  fourth  grade.  He  was  schooled 
at  the  orphanage  for  grades  four  through  seven.  After  this, 
he  entered  Middlesex  High  School.  The  education  he  had 
received  at  the  orphanage  had  not  adequately  prepared  young 
Burkette  for  high  school  math  and  sciences.  So,  like  many 
young  persons  do,  he  took  the  easy  way  out  and  opted  not  to 
take  some  of  the  harder  high  school  courses,  such  as  foreign 
languages  and  the  higher  level  math  courses  beyond  algebra. 

During  his  junior  year  in  high  school,  two  great  occurrences 
took  place  in  his  life.  Two  men  would  greatly  impact  his  life. 
First,  the  Reverend  James  A.  Evans  helped  young  Burkette 
to  come  to  terms  with  the  unrest  within  him.  This  is  when 
Dr.  Raper  committed  his  life  to  Jesus  Christ.  This  would  be 


a  wonderful  defining  moment  in  the  life  of  a  great  man  of 
God.  The  Christian  faith  was  no  stranger  to  Burkette.  He 
had  been  introduced  to  church  by  his  mother  and  father.  He 
had  to  attend  all  religious  activities  and  church  services  at  the 
orphanage.  It  was  not  optional.  There  were  dorm  devotions 
before  bedtime,  midweek  services,  campus  vesper  services, 
Sunday  School,  Sunday  worship  services.  Vacation  Bible 
School,  and  preaching  services,  when  visiting  ministers  were 
available.  He  was  soon  baptized  by  the  Reverend  Loy  E. 
Ballard  on  April  twenty-fifth  of  1943.  '"^ 

A  second,  but  equally  important  person  in  Dr.  Raper's 
life,  was  Mr.  Fred  U.  Wolfe.  He  was  Dr.  Raper's  Vocational 
Agriculture  teacher,  and  he  sparked  a  great  mind  to  want 
to  learn.  Young  Burkette  Raper  went  to  Mr.  Wolfe  and  told 
him  that  he  wanted  to  meet  the  requirements  for  an  "A"  in  his 
courses.  Mr.  Wolfe  opened  the  doors  for  learning  and  personal 
growth  for  his  young  student.  He  greatly  encouraged  young 
Burkette  to  develop  his  full  potential.  As  a  member  of  the 
Future  Farmers  of  America,  he  excelled  in  public  speaking.  He 
won  the  Middlesex  Chapter  competition  and  the  Nash  County 
contest,  making  it  all  the  way  to  the  State  finals  in  Raleigh 
where  he  was  eliminated.  Mr.  Wolfe  encouraged  his  student 
not  to  give  up  when  a  discouraged  Burkette  was  heart  broken 
by  his  defeat  in  the  finals.  Dr.  Raper  says  during  this  time  that 
under  the  wing  of  Mr.  Wolfe,  he  developed  a  sense  of  initiative 
and  self-confidence  that  has  remained  a  mainstay  in  his  life.-" 

During  Dr.  Raper's  senior  year  in  high  school,  he  began  to 
feel  a  call  to  the  Christian  ministry  in  his  innermost  being. 
He  felt  that  he  needed  an  education- in  preparation  for  the 
ministry,  but  no  provisions  for  college  were  at  his  disposal 
at  the  time.  James  A.  Evans,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Orphanage  and  the  man  who  led  Dr.  Raper  to 
Christ,  approached  him  one  day  near  the  end  of  his  senior 
year.  He  asked  if  he  would  be  interested  in  going  to  Duke 
University.  The  Reverend  James  A.  Evans  encouraged  Dr. 
Raper  to  continue  his  education.  He  instructed  Dr.  Raper  to 
write  Dr.  Charles  Jordan  who  was  secretary  to  the  University 
at  the  time.  Dr.  Raper  prepared  a  letter  containing  information 
about  himself  and  his  desire  to  attend  college.  Soon,  he  was  on 
the  way  to  visit  with  Dr.  Jordan. 

During  the  visit.  Dr.  Jordan  informed  young  Burkette  that 
his  academics  were  deficient  due  to  his  not  having  taken  any 
foreign  languages  and  due  to  his  not  having  taken  geometry. 
The  Middlesex  High  School  principle  agreed  to  tutor  Burkette 
in  geometry  in  order  for  him  to  meet  his  requirement.  Dr. 
Jordan  said  that  he  could  take  an  extra  year  of  foreign  language 
at  Duke  to  make  up  for  his  lack  of  it  in  high  school.  So,  these 
problems  were  quickly  remedied. 
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Next,  finances  were  brought  to  the  forefront.  The  university 
would  provide  a  scholarship  to  cover  tuition.  Dr.  Jordan 
contacted  the  university  food  service  and  an  arrangement 
was  worked  out  for  him  to  have  a  work  position  that  would 
cover  the  cost  of  his  meals. Dr.  Raper  says  that  the  deal  was 
that  he  would  work  one  hour  for  every  meal.  He  did  this  for 
four  years.  The  only  financial  issue  that  was  left  was  solved 
through  a  loan  fund  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention. 
They  loaned  the  money  for  Burkette  to  cover  the  costs  of  his 
room  rent,  laundry,  books,  and  miscellaneous  expenses. 


The  orphanage  (now  the  FWB  Children's  Home) 
was  a  powerful  factor  in  influencing  the  life  of  W. 
Burkette  Raper.  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Orphanage 
helped  to  determine  the  kind  of  person  he  would 
become  and  the  direction  that  his  life  would  take 
in  the  years  to  come. 


Burkette 's  last  day  at  the  orphanage  was  Saturday,  July  first 
of  1944.  World  War  II  was  about  to  reach  its  high  point.  There 
had  been  eight  boys  from  the  orphanage  that  had  entered 
Middlesex  High  School  in  the  fall  of  1940,  but  only  W. 
Burkette  Raper  remained  to  graduate.  The  others  had  left  for 
jobs  in  the  war  effort  or  were  enlisted  in  the  armed  forces. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  packed  up  all  of  his  belongings 
into  a  single  suitcase  and  headed  to  Duke  University  with  fifty 
dollars  in  his  pocket  that  he  had  earned  from  doing  farm  work, 
and  that  he  had  received  from  high  school  graduation  presents. 
Dr.  Raper  wrote  about  this  time  saying,  "Once  again,  I  faced 
an  unknown  future,  just  as  when  I  arrived  at  the  orphanage 
eight  years  earlier,  only  this  time,  I  was  in  a  much  larger  world, 
and  I  alone  was  responsible  for  my  finances  and  welfare.  I 
had  never  written  a  check.  I  had  never  seen  the  ocean  or  the 
mountains.  I  had  never  been  out  of  North  Carolina,  in  fact,  I 
had  never  traveled  farther  west  than  Durham."'''  His  course 
was  set.  He  made  himself  at  home  at  Duke  University.  Not 
until  he  graduated  almost  four  years  later,  would  he  remove 
his  belongings  from  his  dormitory. 


Burkette  was  ordained  into  the  Christian  ministry  in  1946. 
He  soon  became  the  pastor  of  Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Newton  Grove,  North  Carolina.  After  graduating 
from  Duke  University,  in  1947,  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree, 
Burkette  enrolled  in  Duke  Divinity  School.  At  this  time  at 
the  Divinity  School,  tuition  was  free  for  clergy.  He  completed 
his  Master  of  Divinity  degree  while  working  as  the  pastor  of 
various  Free  Will  Baptist  churches. 

He  married  Rose  Mallard  of  Trenton,  North  Carolina,  in 
1951.  They  would  become  the  parents  of  six  children,  including 
a  church  musician,  a  nurse,  and  a  public  school  teacher.  They 
have  been  happily  married  now  for  over  fifty-nine  years.  Mrs. 
Rose  has  been  Dr.  Raper's  greatest  supporter.  She  accompanies 
him  to  many  events  up  to  this  day. 

The  Reverend  W.  Burkette  Raper  was  elected  president  of 
Mount  Olive  College  in  the  summer  of  1954,  and  in  September, 
the  college  began  its  first  collegiate  year  with  an  enrollment  of 
twenty-two  students.  Reverend  Raper  was  serving  as  pastor  of 
Hull  Road  Church  in  Greene  County  at  the  time.  He  agreed 
to  take  the  job  on  a  part-time  basis.  His  starting  salary  was 
one-hundred  dollars  per  month.  He  quickly  proved  himself  an 
able  administrator,  a  competent  spokesman,  and  a  tremendous 
fundraiser.  ^'  He  was  appointed  president  of  Mount  Olive 
College  at  the  age  of  twenty-six.  He  was  the  youngest  college 
president  in  the  United  States.  When  he  retired  in  1995,  he 
had  the  distinction  of  being  the  current  longest  tenured  college 
or  university  president  in  the  United  States. 

He  served  as  the  President  of  Mount  Olive  College  for  over 
forty  years.  He  guided  Mount  Olive  College  with  his  vision, 
determination,  intellect,  and  hard  work  to  reaching  great 
heights.  The  college  started  as  a  two-year  junior  college  with  an 
enrollment  of  twenty-two  students  that  lacked  accreditation. 
The  students  met  in  an  abandoned  grammar  school  building. 
Under  the  leadership  of  W.  Burkette  Raper,  the  school  grew 
into  a  fully  accredited  senior  college  with  modern  facilities  on 
a  one  hundred  twenty-three  acre  campus. 

Dr.  Raper  decided  to  go  back  to  school  in  order  to  better 
equip  himself  to  be  the  president  of  a  growing  college.  In  1962, 
he  graduated  from  Florida  State  University  with  a  Masters  of 
Science  degree  in  higher  education.  He  was  also  rewarded 
an  honorary  Doctor  of  Law  degree  from  Atlantic  Christian 
College,  which  is  now  Barton  College.  ^"^ 
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W.  Burkette  Raper  was  not  only  the  leader  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  but  a  leader  in  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Convention  as  well.  He  presented  a  resolution  in  the  1976 
session  of  the  convention,  calling  for  an  examination  of  the 
present  and  former  Articles  of  Faith  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  so  that  they  could  be  reviewed  and  any  appropriate 
revisions  be  made.  Some  revisions  were  made  including 
revising  the  document  to  reflect  the  influence  of  the  General 
Baptist  heritage  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  So,  he 
played  a  key  role  in  bringing  about  the  modern  Articles  of 
Faith  that  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  have  today. 

During  the  late  fifties  and  early  sixties,  the  spirit  of  Christian 
brotherhood  and  denominational  unity  were  being  severely 
tested  in  the  Free  Will  Baptists.  Issues  over  Sunday  School 
literature  and  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  as  well  as  issues 
over  church  government,  and  diftering  views  on  educational 
philosophy,  were  all  threatening  the  denomination  from 
within.  Dr.  Raper  was  right  in  the  middle  of  the  "mess" 
seeking  to  bring  a  peaceful  resolution  in  the  spirit  of  love. 

A  pastor  in  the  Western  Conference  of  the  North  Carolina 
Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists  was  seeking  to  challenge 
the  Convention's  stance  and  rules  on  church  government.  He 
was  given  every  chance  to  cooperate  with  the  conference  in 
seeking  to  remedy  the  issues  at  hand,  but  he  would  not.  So,  the 
conference  suspended  his  ministerial  credentials.  The  pastor 
hired  a  lawyer,  sued  the  Western  Conference,  and  tried  to  take 
further  legal  actions  against  the  conference. " 

While  the  issue  was  before  the  civil  courts,  more  than  fifty 
North  Carolina  ministers  signed  an  affidavit  which  affirmed 
the  authority  of  the  Western  Conference  in  disciplining  the 
rebellious  pastor.  The  pastor  had  deep  ties  to  the  National 
Association  of  Free  Will  Baptists  of  which  the  North  Carolina 
Convention  was  a  part  of  at  the  time.  The  pastor  was  a  graduate 
of  the  Free  Will  Bible  College  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  that 
the  National  Association  sponsored.  The  majority  of  ministers 
in  the  National  Association  had  long  held  a  defiant  attitude 
toward  the  North  Carolina  Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists. 
During  all  this  upheaval  with  the  civil  court,  the  National 
Association  passed  a  motion  that  removed  from  national 
offices  all  North  Carolinians  who  had  signed  the  affidavit  in 
behalf  of  the  Western  Conference. 

W.  Burkette  Raper  was  one  of  the  five  North  Carolinian 
ministers  that  were  declared  vacant  from  their  posts  by  the 
National  Association.  They  had  no  opportunity  to  explain 
themselves.  There  was  no  hearing  or  investigation.  There 


was  no  forum  for  discussing  the  issue.  Dr.  Raper  says  that  at 
this  meeting  in  1961,  he  was  seeking  to  bring  the  two  sides 
together,  to  sit  down  and  try  to  work  things  out  in  brotherly 
love;  however,  tempers,  not  reason,  or  brotherly  love  ruled  the 
day.  This  action  taken  by  the  National  Association  was  the  last 
straw.  The  North  Carolina  Convention  would  soon  separate 
from  the  National  Association. 

After  he  retired  from  the  office  of  president  of  the  college, 
he  served  as  the  Director  of  Planned  Giving  for  ten  years, 
from  1995  until  2005.  So,  he  served  at  Mount  Olive  College 
for  fifty  years.  He  is  part  of  Mount  Olive  College  and 
always  will  be,  due  in  part  to  the  building  on  the  Mount 
Olive  campus  that  is  named  after  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper.  Raper 
Hall  was  completed  in  2006  and  is  a  key  component  of  the 
modern  Mount  Olive  College  campus.  It  is  a  46,218  square- 
foot  complex  which  houses  the  Tillman  School  of  Business, 
Lois  G.  Britt  Agribusiness  Center,  and  the  Department  of 
Science  and  Mathematics.  The  two  story  building  is  also  home 
to  the  Mount  Olive  Pickle  Conference  Center  and  Southern 
Bank  Auditorium.  They  host  conferences,  forums,  training 
meetings  and  workshops. 

This  complex  offers  students  state-of-the-art  facilities  with 
modern  classrooms  and  laboratories  and  provides  resources  to 
further  develop  business  and  science  curricula  and  ultimately 
provides  space  for  graduate  education  in  business.  ^-  Darrell 
Horne,  the  former  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  Mount 
Olive  College  stated,  "The  Board  of  Trustees  unanimously 
agree  that  it  was  a  fitting  tribute  to  name  the  academic  complex 
in  honor  of  the  Rapers'  lifetime  commitment  to  Christian 
higher  education  at  Mount  Olive  College." 

Not  so  long  after  being  elected  president  of  Mount  Olive 
College,  Dr.  Raper  suffered  a  minor  heart  attack.  His  doctor 
told  him  to  rest  more,  exercise  more,  and  eat  healthier.  He 
has  followed  his  doctor's  advice  for  the  past  fifty-seven  years. 
Now,  at  the  age  of  eighty  three,  W.  Burkette  Raper  is  still 
going  strong. 

He  is  currently  the  President  of  the  North  Carolina 
Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries.  This  is  a  non-profit, 
tax-exempt  Charitable  Organization  for  educational  and 
humanitarian  purposes.  His  organization  focuses  on  bridging 
the  financial  gap  for  many  ministers  whereby  helping  them  to 
receive  a  higher  education. 

Dr.  Raper  believes  in  education.  He  has  devoted  his  life  to 
the  Christian  ministry  and  to  Christian  higher  education. 
He  believes  that  God  has  given  every  person  the  potential  to 
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fulfill  his  or  her  calling,  and  that  education  is  a  tool  one  can 
use  to  help  oneself  to  reach  his  or  her  full  potential.  Dr.  Raper 
has  always  sought  to  help  people  to  grow  spiritually  and  in 
knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  and  not  to  just  indoctrinate  people. 
Dr.  Raper  believes  that  indoctrination  is  not  a  substitute  for 
education!''"'  Raper  proclaims,  "Christian  doctrine  cannot  be 
preserved  by  keeping  people  in  ignorance  or  denying  them  the 
right  to  think  tor  themselves."'*' 

He  said  that  we,  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  must  not  let 
legalism  and  literalism  obscure  the  Christian  faith.  Dr.  Raper 
believes  in  diligent  and  open  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  He 
said,  "We  must  let  the  Bible  speak  to  us  as  God  inspired  it,  and 
its  message  must  not  be  tarnished  by  our  preconceived  notions. 
Nor  can  we  rightly  divide  the  word  of  truth  by  selecting  bits 
and  pieces  of  the  Bible,  which  taken  out  of  context,  speak  to 
our  ideology."  ''^ 

A  scholarship  is  sponsored  by  Dr.  Raper  and  given  out  each 
year  at  Mount  Olive  College  in  his  name.  The  W.  Burkette 
Raper  Ministerial  Award  is  given  in  honor  and  memory  of 


those  who  initiated  the  founding  of  Mount  Olive  College 
in  1951,  and  those  who  in  subsequent  years  have  provided 
extraordinary  leadership  and  support  for  the  advancement  of 
the  college.  The  scholarship  is  payable  on  future  educational 
expenses  at  Mount  Olive  College.  It  is  presented  to  a  senior  who 
has  distinguished  his  or  herself  through  academic  excellence 
and  commitment  to  Christian  ministry.  One  who  has  shown 
the  qualities,  abilities,  and  character  that  the  founders  would 
be  proud  of  "'^ 

W.  Burkette  Raper  has  been  an  encourager  and  an  inspiration 
to  me  in  my  own  life  and  to  countless  others  who  have  crossed 
paths  with  him.  He  will  be  remembered  long  after  he  has 
passed  on  to  receive  his  eternal  reward.  He  will  leave  a  legacy 
of  excellence.  His  life's  work  has  and  will  touch  the  lives  of 
numerous  persons.  He  is  a  treasure  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  In  his  book,  A  Short  History  of  Mount  Olive  College, 
Dr.  Raper  quotes  Horace  Mann  saying,  "Be  afraid  to  die  until 
you  have  won  some  victory  for  mankind."'"  William  Burkette 
Raper  should  not  have  any  fear  of  death. 
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Dr.  Raper  was  a  very  kind  man  of  inexhaustible  love 
for  people,  and  the  grace  and  charm  to  make  you  feel 
comfortable.  I  consider  it  an  honor  to  have  known  such  a 
man.  I  wish  to  express  a  few  thoughts  for  which  I  personally 
experienced  during  my  professional  and  personal  friendship 
with  him. 

As  a  young  college  student,  I  remember  admiring  my 
college  president.  As  a  Free  Will  Baptist  student,  I  knew 
the  history  of  his  life  and  the  dedication  he  had  to  his 
ministry.  After  graduation,  I  was  hired  by  Dr.  Bobby  Taylor 
to  work  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home.  It  was  at 
this  time  our  relationship  really  began  to  grow.  Early  in  my 
career,  most  interactions  with  Dr.  Raper  consisted  of  Free 
Will  Baptist  events  such  as  Mount  Olive  College  Dinners, 
Friends  of  Children's  Day,  and  Alumni  Homecomings  at 
The  Home.  Dr.  Raper  and  Mrs.  Rose  have  always  been 
supportive  of  the  Children's  Home.  He  was  instrumental 
in  helping  our  Alumni  Association  build  an  endowment  for 
the  benefit  of  The  Home.  Of  course.  Dr.  Raper  knew  our 
history  well.  I  believe  it  is  fair  to  say  he  always  stayed  well 
informed  about  The  Home  and  had  special  relationships 
with  our  leadership.  I  was  no  exception.  Shortly,  after  the 
official  announcement  of  my  promotion  to  President,  Dr. 
Raper  was  one  of  the  first  to  congratulate  me.  In  fact,  he 
kindly  offered  to  be  of  assistance  if  I  should  ever  need  any 
help.  On  several  occasions,  when  I  would  find  it  necessary 
to  call  upon  him,  he  always  eagerly,  patiently,  and  quietly 
offered  his  opinions  and  encouragement.  Dr.  Raper  frequently  reminded  me  that  he  would  never  interfere 
with  The  Home's  affairs,  and  he  never  did.  I  thank  God  for  his  great  ministry  from  which  I  directly 
benefited,  and  especially  for  the  education  and  lessons  on  life  he  shared  with  me. 

Dr.  Raper  was  never  ashamed  of  the  fact  that  he  grew  up  at  the  Children's  Home.  In  fact,  I  believe  he 
openly  shared  his  childhood  experiences  and  background  with  everyone.  His  own  words  that  follow  will 
tell  his  story  best. 
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Although  it  was  sixty-nine  years  ago,  one  of  the 
most  memorable  experiences  of  my  life  was  the  day 
I  arrived:  July  17,  1936.  I  was  eight  years  old,  and 
with  me  were  a  brother  (James  Earl),  who  had  just 
turned  five  the  day  before,  and  a  sister  (Mary  Lou), 
age  three.  In  order  of  admission  we  were  the  219*, 
220*,  and  221^'  children  to  make  this  our  home.  Our 
younger  sister  (Catherine),  age  nineteen  months, 
was  too  young  for  admission.  Our  father,  a  strong 
and  healthy  Christian  man,  had  died  in  February  of 
that  year  from  pneumonia  at  age  twenty-eight. 

During  my  years  here,  I  found  some  loving  and 
caring  people  who  believed  in  me  and  gave  me  high 
expectations;  who  encouraged  me  to  do  my  best; 
and  who  imbued  me  with  the  vision  to  become  all 
that  God  created  me  to  be.  And  I  will  always  be 
grateful;  for  without  this  Home,  I  do  not  know 
what  my  life  would  have  been. 

In  what  ways  had  my  life  at  the  Orphanage 
equipped  me  for  the  adventure  that  now  lay  ahead? 
The  following  thoughts  are  being  written  sixty- 
five  years  later,  and  I  am  sure  they  represent  not 
so  much  my  thinking  when  I  left  the  Orphanage 
as  my  subsequent  reflections  over  those  years.  In 
retrospect,  I  view  those  eight  years  as  a  providential 
journey — a  journey  that  was  not  always  pleasant 
but  one  that  had  a  purpose. 

In  the  first  place,  the  Orphanage  provided 
the  nurturing  that  guided  me  in  making  the 
fundamental  decisions  upon  which  my  future 
would  rest — specifically,  my  Christian  conversion 
and  call  to  Christian  ministry. 

It  was  through  the  Orphanage  that  the  door 
to  higher  education  was  opened,  especially  the 
opportunity  to  attend  a  major  university  which 
prepared  me  to  continue  my  preparation  for  the 
ministry  by  enrolling  in  divinity  school.  Without 
the  encouragement  of  the  Reverend  James  A.  Evans, 
Superintendent  at  the  Orphanage,  I  might  not  have 
continued  my  education  beyond  high  school  and  if 


so,  it  most  assuredly  would  not  have  been  at  Duke 
University  and  Duke  Divinity  School. 

Notwithstanding  that  he  had  been  admonished  in 
writing  by  a  well-known  minister  that  if  I  attended 
Duke  I  would  become  so  theologically  "tarnished" 
that  I  could  be  of  no  meaningful  service  to  Free 
Will  Baptists,  Mr.  Evans  held  before  me  the  vision 
of  an  education  that  would  most  effectively  equip 
me  for  the  ministry.  Apart  from  his  wise  counsel, 
my  future  would  have  been  drastically  different — a 
future  that  certainly  would  not  have  included  fifty 
years  of  work  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

At  the  Orphanage  I  learned  a  work  ethic  that  has 
served  me  well.  Each  child  was  responsible  for  the 
order  and  cleanliness  of  his  own  room,  including 
making  his  bed — a  practice  that  my  wife  has  not 
let  me  forget!  In  addition,  we  had  specific  work 
assignments.  Some  of  this  work  required  attention 
before  breakfast,  while  other  assignments  were 
waiting  for  us  when  we  stepped  off  the  school  bus. 
There  were  no  refreshments  between  school  and 
dinner.  At  one  cycle  of  work  assignments,  my  job 
was  to  rise  at  5:00  a.m.  and  start  the  wood  fire  in 
the  kitchen  stove;  at  5:30  ring  the  large  bell  as  a 
wake-up  call  for  the  campus;  set  out  the  ten-gallon 
milk  cans,  mix  the  feed  for  the  cows,  help  milk  the 
cows,  assure  that  the  dairy  barn  was  cleaned  after 
the  milking;  be  in  line  at  7:00  a.m.  for  breakfast; 
and  be  ready  to  board  the  school  bus  at  8:00  a.m. 
Somewhere  in  between,  I  tried  to  find  time  to  visit 
my  rabbit  boxes  in  the  near-by  woods.  With  this 
schedule,  reporting  for  work  at  6:30  a.m.  in  the 
Duke  Cafeteria,  where  I  worked  for  my  meals,  was 
like  being  on  easy  street. 

From  my  eight  years  at  the  Orphanage,  I  learned 
to  be  thankful.  Life  at  the  Orphanage  was  not 
easy:  the  discipline  was  stern;  food  was  a  precious 
commodity,  often  in  short  supply;  clothing  was  very 
limited,  and  we  were  glad  when  good  used  clothes 
were  sent  in  by  the  churches;  the  boys  were  expected 


to  go  barefooted  during  the  summer — remember 
being  chastised  for  requesting  a  pair  of  work  shoes 
during  the  summer  before  my  senior  year  in  high 
school;  the  Orphanage  provided  almost  no  supplies 
or  equipment  for  recreation — for  the  most  part, 
children  had  to  improvise  their  own;  there  were  no 
allowances — any  "spending  money"  had  to  come 
from  our  families,  and  of  course,  that  was  very 
limited. 

I  mention  this  Spartan  lifestyle  not  to  be  critical — 
after  all,  my  stay  at  the  Orphanage  was  during  the 
Great  Depression  of  the  1930s  and  the  war  years 
of  the  1940's.  Frugal  living  was  not  restricted  to 
the  Orphanage — it  was  also  the  condition  under 
which  many  people  during  this  era  lived,  including 
those  who  gave  of  their  limited  means  to  support 
the  Orphanage. 

Thanksgiving  was  the  big  day  of  the  year.  I  still 
remember  the  trucks  and  trailers  which  came  on 
that  day — loaded  with  all  kinds  of  produce  from 
the  farms — and  the  most  sumptuous  meal  we 
would  have  all  year — spread  on  a  long  wire  table. 
That  was  the  day  when  we  children  knew  we  would 
have  all  the  food  we  could  eat,  and  some  left  over, 
which  we  dared  take  to  our  rooms! 

In  retrospect,  it  was  through  the  austerity  of  life 
at  the  Orphanage  that  I  learned  to  be  thankful — 
thankful  for  plenteous  food  and  the  absence  of 
hunger;  thankful  for  good  clothes;  thankful  for 
the  comforts  of  a  good  home;  and  thankful  for  the 
opportunity  to  attain  a  good  life.  My  experience  at 
the  Orphanage  taught  me  that  what  some  people 


consider  entitlements  are  in  reality  gifts,  and  that 
much  of  what  many  people  consider  essentials 
are  in  fact  luxuries.  When  my  work  as  a  student 
minister  first  carried  me  out  to  churches  and  into 
private  homes,  one  of  my  major  impressions  was 
what  I  considered  waste — things  that  people  would 
cast  aside  that  we  at  the  Orphanage  would  have 
relished. 

Beyond  "things,"  however,  I  learned  to  thankful 
for  the  kindred  relationship  I  developed  with  the 
other  children.  To  this  day,  many  of  those  with 
whom  I  shared  life  at  the  Orphanage  are  like 
extended  members  of  my  family,  and  attending  the 
annual  Alumni  Homecoming  in  July  is  in  many 
ways  like  a  family  reunion. 

From  the  matrix  of  life  at  the  Orphanage, 
I  learned  that  I  alone  was  responsible  for  the 
decisions  I  made.  But  I  also  learned  that  there  were 
many  good  people — both  known  and  unknown  to 
me — ^who  were  responsible  for  the  benefits  and 
opportunities  life  has  afforded  me.  These  people 
gave  of  their  time  and  resources  without  thought 
of  benefit  for  themselves.  In  the  spirit  of  our  Lord, 
they  gave  to  make  life  better  for  others.  To  them,  I 
owe  a  life  of  gratitude. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  Orphanage,  only  God 
knows  what  would  have  been  my  future.  Before 
Rose  and  I  were  married,  I  wrote  to  her  that  "Those 
red  clay  rocky  hills  will  always  be 

THE  HILLS  OF  HOME. 


So  as  I  remember  my  friend,  The  Reverend  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  I  will  be  strong  and  hope  I  can 
go  forward  in  the  same  faith  with  which  he  served  his  Master. 


Footnote:  Alumnus  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Orphanage  July  17,  1936-Jiily  1,  1944 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper  served  as  pastor for  the  church  at  the  Children's  Home  October  1947-1950 
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Board  of  Trustees  Luncheon  Honoring  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper 
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By  Jean  F.  Ackiss 


What  do  you  say  about  a  man  who 
has  Uterally  helped  to  change  your  Hfe? 
I  have  been  privileged  to  work  with  Dr. 
Raper  39  out  of  his  50  years  at  MOC.  I 
entered  MOC  as  a  student  in  1959  and 
it  was  in  August  of  1965  at  Cragmont, 
where  MOC  was  begun,  that  he  offered 
me  a  job  to  work  as  his  secretary.  Little 
did  I  realize  how  it  would  change  my 
life.  I  went  home  and  sought  advice 
from  my  father  who  had  a  third  grade 
education.  "You  have  always  wanted  a 
college  education,"  he  said.  "You  may 


never  get  a  baccalaureate  diploma,  but 
just  by  working  in  that  environment, 
you  will  get  an  education  that  you  can 
never  get  where  you  are  working  now." 
About  three  years  later  I  was  told  by  the 
Dean  that  he  had  told  Dr.  Raper  when 
he  hired  me  that  it  was  a  mistake  and 
I  would  never  succeed  at  MOC.  I  give 
this  personal  illustration  to  show  you 
that  Dr.  Raper  was  a  man  of  vision  and 
Godly  wisdom.  He  looked  for  potential 
in  people  and  worked  diligently  to  help 
them  become  all  they  were  capable  of 


being.  Many  times  I  have  heard  him 
compare  Christian  education  to  a  grain 
of  corn,  explaining  that  one  grain  of 
corn  had  the  potential  when  planted  in 
the  ground  to  produce  2-3  ears  of  corn 
with  each  ear  producing  approximately 
600-800  kernels  (I  know  because  he 
instructed  me  to  count  the  kernels  on 
an  ear  of  corn).  He  would  go  on  to  say 
that  only  God  knows  the  potential  of 
each  child  who  is  born  and  Christian 
education  used  tQ  its  fullest  is  giving 
each  person  the  opportunity  to  grow 


and  develop  into  the  person  God  created 
him/her  to  be. 

I  observed  over  the  years  how  he  would 
look  for  the  potential  in  every  person  he 
met  to  see  if  they  qualified  for  any  job  at 
MOC  and  if  they  were  committed  to  the 
Christian  faith.  I  didn't  see  this  through 
his  actions,  but  over  a  period  of  years 
I  would  notice  how  he  would  keep  in 
contact  with  people,  and  over  the  years 
I  watched  silently  as  he  would  talk  with 
people  and  send  letters  and  eventually 
they  would  be  invited  to  work  at  the 
College.  He  took  note  of  the  way  Sara 
Willoughby  (then)  wrote  notes  when 
she  would  send  contributions  from  her 
church  and  when  an  opening  occurred 
for  an  additional  person  in  the  President's 
Office,  he  offered  the  position  to  her, 
and  for  five  years  she  was  a  tremendous 
asset  to  the  College.  I  watched  one  night 
as  he  talked  with  Dianne  Riley  about 
becoming  a  recruiter  in  the  admissions 
office.  Everyone  he  knew,  whether  it  was 
prior  to  becoming  President  or  during 
this  tenure,  if  he  saw  potential  for  a  job 
at  MOC,  eventually  he  invited  them  to 
share  in  this  work.  He  invited  George 
Harrison,  a  man  he  had  known  from  his 
days  pasturing  Hull  Road  Church,  to 
work  in  the  Maintenance  Department 
and  many  times  George  would  drive  for 
Dr.  Raper  when  Mrs.  Raper  was  unable 
to  go  with  him.  Later  he  invited  Betty, 
George's  wife,  to  manage  the  Bookstore. 
Arid  they  both  served  at  the  College  until 
they  retired.  He  sought  out  people  like 
Lorelle  Martin,  Mildred  Council,  Gary 
Barefoot,  Opey  Jeanes,  David  Hines  and 
many  others  who  have  served  many  years 
at  the  College.  Over  a  period  of  years  I 
learned  a  pattern  with  Dr.  Raper  that  I 
believe  to  this  day,  few  people  saw.  He 
was  always  on  the  lookout  for  people  who 
would  help  to  make  Mount  Olive  the 
College  that  was  envisioned  by  the  FWB 
Church  that  brought  it  into  existence. 


a  College  with  a  distinctive  Christian 
mission  with  quality  in  everything  it 
did.  I  have  heard  him  say  many  times 
that  if  the  College  loses  its  focus  on  its 
"distinctive  Christian  mission,"  it  will 
no  longer  have  a  reason  to  exist,  because 
our  students  could  easily  be  swallowed 
up  by  the  public  institutions  in  North 
Carolina. 

He  is  a  man  ofpatience  and  determination 
when  he  wants  to  be.  He  could  wait  years 
for  someone  to  come  to  the  point  that 
they  were  prepared  or  willing  to  come  to 
MOC.  Yet  he  was  determined  enough  to 
move  quickly  and  decisively  if  he  felt  the 
decision  warranted  it. 

Dr.  Raper  was  a  hard-working  man. 
He  says  now  that  his  energy  level  is 
not  what  it  used  to  be,  and  we  can  all 
probably  be  thankful  for  that.  When 
I  first  came  to  the  College,  no  one 
signed  a  time  sheet,  and  even  though 
he  assured  me  that  we  might  not  always 
hold  to  the  8  to  5  workday,  and  when 
needed  I  could  take  time  off^,  somehow 
that  never  did  seem  to  balance.  As  the 
years  progressed,  rarely  would  I  leave 
the  office  before  6  or  even  7  p.m.  and  on 
those  occasions  when  I  would  return  to 
the  office  at  night  to  finish  a  task  that 
needed  to  be  completed  by  the  next  day, 
he  would  invariably  come  in  about  9  p.m. 
and  keep  me  busy  until  11  or  12  o'clock. 
Needless  to  say  "my"  work  that  I  came 
back  to  do. .  .didn't  get  done.  I  still  recall 
vividly  when  Dr.  Raper,  Dr.  Carson  (the 
dean  at  that  time),  Bertie  Ann  Sanders 
(Registrar),  and  I  worked  all  night  long 
to  finish  a  Title  III  proposal.  That  was 
before  computers  when  you  had  to  retype 
a  page  just  to  change  a  word  or  a  letter. 
We  finished  the  proposal  somewhere 
between  4:30  and  5:00  that  morning  and 
I  was  back  at  work  by  9  a.m.  We  received 
the  proposal  and  it  was  a  tool  that  helped 
the  College  to  develop  in  ways  it  would 
not  have  developed  without  it. 


He  was  relentless  in  applying  for  grants 
and  I  don't  recall  a  single  Title  III  grant 
that  he  applied  for  that  we  didn't  get.  He 
was  well  respected  in  the  field  of  higher 
education  and  he  was  well  knov/n  at  the 
US  Department  of  Education.  Through 
a  PWDI  grant  (Program  for  Developing 
Institutions)  he  coordinated  grants  for 
colleges  in  NC,  SC,  Va,  and  Tenn.  I 
traveled  with  him  to  meetings  where 
the  presidents  of  participating  colleges 
would  plan  the  program.  Through  this 
program  I  recall  conferences  Dr.  Raper 
coordinated  at  Gatlinburg,  Tenn.; 
Myrtle  Beach,  SC;  and  Tanglewood 
Park,  west  of  Winston-Salem.  As 
his  secretary  I  attended  and  handled 
logistics  for  motel  accommodations  for 
all  those  attending,  registration,  and 
conference  arrangements.  For  a  little 
green  country  girl  from  Craven  County 
this  was  a  real  educational  experience 
for  me.  I  personally  learned  much  about 
organization  and  accountability  through 
the  responsibilities  I  had  with  this  grant, 
and  this  was  probably  a  time  when  I  grew 
the  most  and  learned  how  to  expand  my 
abilities. 

I  don't  remember  when  it  started  but 
fairly  early  in  my  years  at  the  College, 
Dr.  Raper  was  invited  to  serve  on  the 
Southern  Association's  visitation  team 
to  visit  Colleges  undergoing  the  re- 
evaluation  process  for  accreditation.  I 
learned  even  more  so  the  prestige  this 
man  held  as  he  flew  allover  the  Nation 
to  visit  these  colleges.  He  was  highly 
respected  among  the  education  circle. 
Mrs.  Raper,  we  remember  well  those 
sisters  at  Otumwa  College  (Iowa)  who 
thought  Dr.  Raper  was  sent  straight 
from  God  to  "help  them." 

To  some.  Dr.  Raper  was  relentless  in 
his  determination,  but  I  think  God  gave 
me  the  ability  to  see  that  he  had  a  God- 
given  mission  and  he  was  absolutely 
steadfast  in  following  through  to  see 
that  it  was  fulfilled.  Even  though  he 
had  the  highest  expectations  of  those 
he  employed,  he  never  asked  more  from 
anyone  than  he  was  willing  to  do  himself. 
Even  though  I  was  young  I  saw  this  early 
in  my  years  and  I  simply  believe  God 
gave  me  insight  to  perceive  this  attribute 
in  Dr.  Raper.  This  College  could  not 
have  survived  without  this  kind  of 
determination.  Many  people  could  not 

33 


"He  is  a  man  of  patience  and  determination  winen  lie 
wants  to  be.  He  could  wait  years  for  someone  to  come 
to  the  point  that  they  were  prepared  or  willing  to  come 
to  MOC.  Yet  he  was  determined  enough  to  move  quickly 
and  decisively  if  he  felt  the  decision  warranted  it." 


work  with  him  because  his  vision  was  so 
clear  and  his  determination  so  adamant, 
they  could  not  commit  to  his  standard  of 
expectation.  Many  people  have  told  me 
over  the  years  that  they  didn't  see  how  I 
could  work  for  him.  I  believe  that  God 
showed  me  that  this  College  could  not 
survive  with  less  than  Dr.  Raper  gave 
and  expected. 

Many  times  his  decisions  appeared  to 
be  hard  and  callous;  but  if  one  examined 
them,  I  soon  learned  that  they  were 
really  based  on  what  was  best  for  God's 
work  to  be  accomplished  rather  than 
what  suited  the  desires  of  an  individual 
or  a  group. 

I  have  certain  things  ingrained  in 
me  that  came  from  years  of  working 
under  his  tutelage.  These  are  attributes  I 
learned  from  him: 

•  I  learned  that  it  takes  strength  to  make 
certain  kinds  of  decisions. 

•  I  learned  that  we  are  to  work  with 
others  in  a  godly  manner,  regardless  of 
how  we  are  treated. 

•  I  learned  that  God  provides  the 
resources  if  we  will  only  make  ourselves 
available  to  Him. 

•  I  learned  that  what  is  important  at  the 
end  of  the  day  is  that  we  have  done  our 
best  for  the  work  God  has  called  us  to 
do. 

•  I  learned  that  what  appears  to  be 
glamorous  on  the  outside  is  many  times 
hard  work  on  the  inside. 

•  I  learned  that  finding  meaning  and 
purpose  for  what  one  does,  gives  true 
meaning  to  life. 

•  I  learned  that  when  you  help  someone, 
they  don't  have  to  know  you  did  it,  to 
give  you  fulfillment. 

•  I  learned  that  it  is  not  the  glamour  in 
a  job  that  gives  one  fulfillment — it  is  in 
knowing  that  you  have  done  your  best. 

The  work  was  demanding,  but  the 
learning  was  invaluable. 

I  felt  privileged  to  see  the  perspective 
that  one  gets  from  the  president's 
office — an  overall  view  of  the  College, 
what  it  is  trying  to  accomplish,  and  its 
purpose  in  existing.  And  I  believe  to 
this  day  it  prepared  me  for  the  work 
I  am  now  doing.  It  was  not  the  office, 
however,  it  was  more  the  person  who  was 
in  the  office.  I  found  Dr.  Raper  to  be  a 
man  of  impeccable  character,  one  whose 
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standards  were  at  the  highest  of  the  list 
for  Christian  attitude  and  behavior. 
I  found  him  to  be  a  man  of  honor  and 
integrity. 

Everywhere  Dr.  Raper  went  he  was 
looking  for  students  who  wanted  the 
opportunity  of  an  education.  He  spoke 
at  many  high  school  graduations  and 
then  baccalaureate  services  throughout 
eastern  NC.  He  spoke  almost  every 
Sunday  in  a  FWB  church.  And  it  was 
in  these  settings  that  he  found  many 
students  who  wanted  an  education  but 
whose  families  simply  did  not  have  the 
finances  to  send  their  child  to  college. 
Throughout  his  fifty  years  he  has 
shown  a  deep  commitment  to  provide 
for  the  FWB  Church  the  educational 
opportunities  for  ministers  that  would 
help  to  strengthen  the  FWB  Church. 
He  has  focused  on  this  continually... 
after  all;  this  was  one  of  the  primary 
reasons  for  which  the  Church  brought 
MOC  into  existence. 

During  his  tenure  as  president  many 
times  he  was  known  to  make  the 
statement  that  no  worthy  student  who 
wanted  an  education  would  be  denied 
because  of  lack  of  finances.  And  he  held 
true  to  that  statement. 
•  I  think  of  the  young  man  whose  life 
had  gotten  off^  on  a  very  serious  wrong 


track  whom  he  met  one  Sunday  at  a 
church  service  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  State  and  offered  him  the 
opportunity  of  an  education.  That  young 
man  is  now  director  of  a  ministry  in  the 
FWB  Convention. 

•  I  think  of  a  young  man  who  had  been 
to  the  West  coast  and  had  no  direction 
in  his  life  and  through  a  trustee.  Dr. 
Raper  met  with  him  and  his  parents  and 
gave  him  the  opportunity  to  have  a  new 
beginning.  That  young  man  now  spends 
his  life  giving  motivational  speeches 
trying  to  help  young  people  understand 
that  it  isn't  through  drugs  and  worldly 
attractions  that  one  finds  meaning  to 
life. 

•  I  think  of  a  young  man  who  came  from 
the  far  east,  Palestine,  could  barely  speak 
the  English  language  and  Dr.  Raper, 
who  believed  in  him,  and  took  him  to 
churches  and  civic  groups  allover  eastern 
NC  to  give  him  the  opportunity  that 
only  in  America  one  can  have. 

•  I  think  of  a  young  couple  who  sold  their 
business  and  Dr.  Raper  encouraged  them 
and  showed  them  that  it  was  possible  to 
go  to  College,  even  with  two  children, 
get  their  education,  even  though  they 
lacked  the  finances  to  pay  for  College 
expenses,  so  they  could  serve  God  as 
missionaries  in  the  Philippines.  I  saw 
him  seek  out  churches  and  individuals 
who  were  willing  to  provide  financial 
means  for  students  like  this. 

•  I  think  of  a  young  couple  from  Georgia 
who  Dr.  Raper  talked  with  and  showed 
them  they  could  bring  their  family  to 
NC  and  both  could  get  an  education  and 
their  family  would  be  taken  care  of  in 
the  process.  He  helped  them,  as  well  as 
many  others,  find  jobs  to  work  part-time 
while  they  attended  college. 

•  I  think  of  an  entire  family  whom  Dr. 
Raper  encouraged  to  come  to  NC  from 
Florida  and  even  helped  the  husband 
and  father  make  a  job  transfer  as  a  postal 
employee,  resulting  in  eight  children 
and  the  mother  and  father  eventually 
attending  MOC. 

I  don't  think  people  realized  this  but 
Dr.  Raper  was  always  on  the  lookout 
for  ways  he  could  help  people  get  an 
education.  He  was  a  man  of  purpose... 
He  saw  potential  in  everyone  he  met  and 
as  President  of  a  lledgling  college  he  saw 


"To  some,  Dr.  Paper  was  relentless  in  his  deternni nation,  but  I  think  God  gave 
me  the  ability  to  see  that  he  had  a  God-given  mission  and  he  was  absolutely 
steadfast  in  following  through  to  see  that  it  was  fulfilled.  Even  though  he  had  the 
highest  expectations  of  those  he  employed,  he  never  asked  more  from  anyone 
than  he  was  willing  to  do  himself." 


that  Mount  Olive  could  fulfill  its  purpose 
in  helping  students  who  otherwise  might 
not  go  to  college. 

I  have  never  known  anyone  who  could 
articulate  his  vision  any  better  than  Dr. 
Raper.  He  has  taught  me  so  much  about 
how  to  use  words.  He  NEVER  "asked" 
anyone  for  a  gift  to  MOC.  He  always 
"invited"  them  to  "give"  as  it  would 
bring  meaning  and  purpose  to  their  life. 
Almost  always  when  he  was  talking 
with  a  person  about  a  contribution  he 
would  talk  in  terms  of  their  finding 
fulfillment  in  helping  others  who  needed 
an  opportunity. 

Each  year  at  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
Dr.  Raper  reminded  the  College  family 
that  the  ministry  of  MOC  was  founded 
by  the  FWB  Church  and  rooted  in 
the  Christian  faith.  He  made  sure  that 
everyone  understood  that  if  we  lost  focus 
of  our  Christian  mission,  we  would 
cease  to  have  a  reason  to  exist.  I  have 
heard  him  say  many  times  that  we  have  a 
"distinctive  Christian  mission,"  and  that 
makes  us  different  from  state  supported 
institutions. 

I  am  not  trying  to  paint  an  unrealistic 
picture  of  Dr.  Raper,  and  there  is  no 
way  that  I  can  do  justice  to  a  man  who 
believed  that  if  God  ordained  it,  this 
college  could  succeed,  even  though  the 
odds  were  tremendously  against  it.  He 
was  the  most  determined  and  focused 
person  I  have  ever  known. 

Mrs.  Raper  has  been  a  role  model  for 
so  many  people. . . 

•  To  students,  she  was  loving,  kind  and 
courteous,  even  correcting  when  need  be; 

•  To  minister's  wives,  she  was  an 
encyclopedia,  a  wealth  of  information, 
and  an  encourager; 

•  To  the  FWB  Church,  she  was  always 
available  to  assist  wherever  and  whenever 
the  need  arose. 


•  To  the  community,  she  has  been 
involved,  she  has  been  an  active 
participant  in  whatever  was  going  on. 

Yet  she  did  all  of  this  in  a  quiet 
unassuming  manner.  Everything  she  has 
done  has  been  done  quietly  and  in  the 
background.  She  never  sought  attention; 
in  fact  would  even  appear  displeased  if 
attention  were  drawn  toward  her. 

There  were  so  many  things  she  did 
that  no  one  knew  anything  about. 

•  She  was  the  one  who  canvassed  the 
area  to  find  where  houses  and  apartments 
were  available  for  married  couples 
coming  to  MOC. 

•  She  was  the  one  who  saw  to  the  needs 
of  those  couples  who  were  in  school, 
whether  it  was  clothes  for  their  children, 
needing  a  doctor,  needing  a  job,  needing 
food... she  was  simply  there  for  them. 

•  She  was  the  one  who  brought  snow 
cream  for  everyone  in  the  Henderson 
Building  when  it  snowed. 

•  She  might  call  at  lunchtime  and  say,  "I 
have  enough  soup  for  one  more.  Would 
you  like  to  stop  by  and  eat  lunch?" 

Mrs.  Raper  has  been  the  epitome  of 
a  helpmate  for  Dr.  Raper.  Many  were 
the  times  when  he  was  under  extreme 
pressure;  she  was  a  tower  of  strength  for 
him.  I'm  sure  it  was  not  easy  keeping  a 
family  with  six  active  children  and  a 
husband  whose  responsibilities  kept  him 
away  from  home  a  large  part  of  the  time. 
Yet  she  managed  to  do  it.  I  was  always 
amazed  at  how  she  could  take  care  of  six 
children  and  still  make  herself  available 
to  do  so  many  things  for  Dr.  Raper  and 
go  so  many  places  with  him.  I  vividly 
remember,  the  first  day  I  came  to  work  at 
MOC,  she  drove  for  Dr.  Raper  to  preach 
at  a  funeral.  I  can  never  recall  a  time  when 
she  ever  spoke  one  word  about  herself  or 
her  own  needs.  Even  when  she  was  sick. 


she  never  told  anyone  (that  I  am  aware 
of).  The  few  times  I  learned  anything 
about  her  not  feeling  well  came  from  one 
of  the  children,  and  knowing  her,  I  am 
sure  they  were  not  supposed  to  tell. 

When  she  came  to  the  office  she  was 
courteous  and  would  say,  "Tell  Burkette 
I'm  here  and  I'll  be  waiting  in  the  car," 
(and  how  many  hours  she  has  waited  for 
him)  or  "Is  Burkette  available?" 

Mrs.  Raper  was  a  business  major 
and  when  a  desperate  need  arose  at  the 
College,  for  a  short  period  of  time,  she 
worked  in  the  ofhce.  This  was  the  only 
time  she  ever  received  any  monetary 
compensation  for  anything  she  did. 
No  one  knows  the  many  hours  she  did 
things  for  the  College  and  never  received 
recognition  for  it.  She  never  wanted 
recognition... this  was  simply  the  way 
she  did  things. 

As  the  years  passed  I  began  to  feel  a  part  of 
the  Raper  family.  Early  in  my  employment 
when  the  children  were  young,  I  babysat 
when  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper  had  to  be  gone 
in  the  evening.  Laura  was  three  years 
old  when  I  came  to  the  College.  I  loved 
to  rock  her  and  she  loved  to  be  rocked.  I 
had  a  different  relationship  with  each  of 
the  children,  that  I  treasure  to  this  day, 
and  I  very  quickly  learned  to  love  each  of 
them.  I  enjoyed  running  errands,  getting 
calls  from  them,  and  helping  any  way  I 
could  when  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper  were  out 
of  town.  I  have  eaten  many  meals  in  their 
home  and  I  have  learned  much  from  this 
family. 

Fifty  years... Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper, 
Olivia,  Kristie,  Burke,  Elizabeth, 
Laura... each  of  us  could  write  a  book... 
but  Dr.  Raper,  we  hope  that  now  that 
you  are  officially  retiring,  you  can  write 
that  book... and  Mrs.  Raper,  you  will 
still  be  busy,  helping  him  and  helping 
your  children. 

We  love  you. .  .we  thank  God  for  you. . . 
and  we  pray  God's  very  best  for  you. 
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The  Art  of  Servanthood 


Free  Will  Baptists  are  a  unique  group, 
and  while  not  every  aspect  of  uniqueness 
is  praiseworthy,  neither  is  every  unique 
quality  cause  for  shame,  apology,  or 
correction.  One  unique  aspect  of  Free  Will 
Baptists  that  we  have  mistakenly  tried  to 
shun  rather  than  embrace  is  our  practice 
of  Washing  the  Saint's  Feet.  Every  minister 
and  many  lay  people  have  endured  the 
sideways  glances  that  occur  when  the  topic 
of  "foot  washing"  comes  up  outside  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  community.  Naturally, 
many  do  not  understand,  hut  too  many 
Christians,  even  too  many  Free  Will  Baptist 
Christians,  are  unwilling  to  challenge 
themselves  by  seeking  experiences  that 
exercise  the  spiritual  discipline  of  humility. 
Jesus  taught  us  that  the  greatest  among  us 
are  those  who  serve  with  sincere  humility 
and  it  remains  that  pride  may  be  the  most 
difficult  sin  to  overcome.  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper  taught  me  the  true  meaning  of  the 
practice  when  he  was  at  the  height  of  his 
prominence  as  a  minister  and  I  was  a  lowly 
newcomer. 

1  was  not  always  a  minister,  I  was  not 
always  a  Free  Will  Baptist,  and  1  have  not 
always  known  Dr.  Raper.  1  grew  up  basically 
as  a  Southern  Baptist,  but  when  I  married 
Angela,  a  Free  Will  Baptist  girl,  1  felt  my 
church  could  get  along  without  me  better 
than  her  church  could  get  along  without 
her.  So  I  became  a  Free  Will  Baptist  and 
began  worshiping  and  serving  at  Robert's 
Grove.  1  spent  the  first  decade  or  more  of 
my  working  life  as  an  agriculture  teacher. 
Then,  I  received  my  call  into  the  ministry 
in  2002  and  attended  my  first  minister's 
conference  at  Cragmont  in  2003. 

1  recall  how  nervous  I  was  to  be  there  as 
a  new  pastor  without  a  friend.  1  thought  of 
the  other  ministers  as  giants  of  the  faith 
and  I  felt  like  an  out  of  place  novice.  Being 
initially  shy  by  nature,  I  decided  to  just 
hang  back  and  slowly  find  my  way  into  the 
group.  To  my  shock  and  great  discomfort, 
at  the  end  of  the  opening  session,  the  other 
ministers  began  to  prepare  for  the  Washing 
of  the  Saint's  Feet.  Panic  set  in  as  1  realized 
old  friends  had,  through  some  unspoken 
language,  already  organized  themselves 
into  pairs  for  the  observance.  I  sat  near 
the  back  of  the  room  and  for  a  moment 


By  The  Reverend  Ricky  Warren 


contemplated  just  quietly  excusing  myself 
rather  than  suffer  the  embarrassment  of 
being  the  odd  man  out.  Then  1  saw  Dr. 
Raper  stand  up  from  his  usual  place  up  front. 
He  turned  and  scanned  the  room  until 
his  eyes  tell  upon  me.  He  walked  straight 
to  me  and  said,  "May  1  have  the  privilege 
of  washing  your  feet?"  In  that  moment  1 
began  to  truly  understand  what  Peter  must 
have  felt  when  Jesus  knelt  to  wash  his  feet. 
The  person  1  viewed  as  the  greatest  man  in 
the  room  came  to  demonstrate  his  sincere 
desire  to  serve  me  (the  person  1  viewed  as 
the  least). 

We  all  know  people  who  practice  the 
ordinance  of  the  Washing  of  the  Saint's 
Feet  well  but  are  rarely  able  to  put  the 
spiritual  discipline  of  humility  to  practice 
in  everyday  life.  Such  was  not  the  case  with 
Dr.  Raper.  Over  the  years  that  followed  I  got 


to  know  him  better.  He  became  a  great  role 
model,  mentor,  and  friend.  1  came  to  realize 
that  the  art  of  servanthood,  exemplified  by 
Jesus  to  us  all  and  demonstrated  poignantly 
to  me  at  the  minister's  conference,  was  a 
way  of  life  for  Dr.  Raper. 

That  lesson  made  such  an  impression 
that  it  still  inspires  and  teaches  me  today. 
Shortly  before  his  death,  I  made  mention  of 
the  event  from  2003  for  the  first  and  only 
time  to  Dr.  Raper.  He  listened  intently  and 
then,  though  his  mind  was  still  sharp  and 
clear,  he  admitted  with  a  smile  that  he  did 
not  recall  that  specific  event.  I  replied,  "Dr. 
Raper,  you  do  not  remember  because  it  was 
not  anything  unusual  tor  you  to  have  done, 
but  it  was  very  unusual  for  me." 

I  greatly  appreciate  Dr.  Raper  for  teaching 
me  the  art  of  servanthood. 
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W.  Burkette  and  Rose  M.  Raper  Endowment  Established 


The  North  Carohna  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 
recently  announced  the  W.  Burkette  Raper  and  Rose 
M.  Raper  Endowment  for  Educational  and  Charitable 
Purposes.  Dr.  Raper  often  quoted  Horace  Mann  saying, 
"Be  afraid  to  die  until  you  have  won  some  small  victory  for 
humanity."  At  his  passing  on  August  1, 2011,  Dr.  Raper  had 
won  many  large  and  small  victories  for  humanity.  With  the 
establishment  of  this  endowment,  that  legacy  of  victories 
will  continue  without  end  as  a  benefit  to  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists. 

Each  year  the  Foundation  Board  of  Directors  will  declare 
a  distribution  from  the  endowment  that  may  be  used  for:  1) 
scholarships  for  qualified  students  preparing  for  Christian 
ministry  at  an  accredited  institution  of  higher  education,  2) 
for  the  work  of  The  Foundation  or,  3)  for  a  ministry  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 


Many  have  heard  Dr.  Raper  say  that  he  owed  a  great 
debt  to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  After  his  sixty  years  of 
service  in  the  ministry,  any  debt  he  might  have  owed  was 
surely  cancelled,  but  his  desire  was  that  a  lasting  legacy  be 
left  for  others  beyond  his  lifetime.  Those  wishing  to  join  in 
the  vision  to  leave  a  lasting  legacy  are  invited  to  consider 
making  a  gift,  in  memory  of  Dr.  Raper,  to  the  Raper 
Endowment  through  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for 
Christian  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  210,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
28365-0210.  The  Foundation  telephone  number  is  (919) 
658-5250. 

With  gratitude  for  each  gift  given  to  the  Raper 
Endowment,  an  acknowledgment  card  will  be  sent  the 
Raper  family.  Because  The  Foundation  is  a  501  (c)  (3)  non- 
profit Christian  charitable  organization,  all  contributions  to 
The  Foundation  are  tax-deductible. 
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Selected  Quotes  on  the  Life  of  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 


Significance,  not  success,  is  what  people  truly  seek  in 
life.  Dr.  Raper  found  the  significance  in  life  that  we  all 
desire. 

—  Dr.  Nido  Qubein  — 

President  of  High  Point  University 

His  vision,  his  faith  inspired  us  to  seek  "expanding 
horizons"  and  to  pursue  "the  road  to  excellence."  He 
challenged  us  to  believe  that  our  future  was  limited 
only  by  the  breadth  of  our  vision  and  the  depth  of  our 
faith. 

—  Dr.  David  Hines  — 

Dean  of  the  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Mount  Olive  College 

Today  there  is  no  lack  of  vision  and  dreamers.  What 
we  lack  are  leaders  who  can  show  us  where  we  need  to 
go  and  who  are  able  to  give  us  a  reason  to  make  the 
journey.  Dr.  Raper  was  that  leader.  He  challenged  us 
to  reach  deeply  within  ourselves  and  then  by  working 


together  do  things  we  never  dreamed  possible.  While 
a  man  like  this  cannot  be  replaced  I  have  no  doubt  that 
there  are  leaders  among  us  who  will  see  value  in  his 
vision  and  will  rise  up  to  guide  us  along  the  pathway  of 
excellence  as  we  continue  our  spiritual  journey. 

—  Hie  Reverend  Donald  Fader  — 

Pastor  of  Friendship  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

I  remember  Dr.  Raper  as  this  person  you  could  not 
say  "no"  to,  not  because  he  intimidated  you,  but  because 
he  persuaded  you.  People  did  not  say  "no"  because  they 
wanted  to  be  his  partner. 

—  Dr.  Nido  Qubein  — 

President  of  High  Point  University 

On  October  26,  1996  more  than  200  friends,  family, 
and  colleagues  gathered  at  The  College  to  celebrate  Dr. 
Raper's  50  years  in  the  ministry  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  a  ministry  that  began  with  his  ordination  in 


From  left  to  right  are:  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Dr.  Nido  Qubein,  and  Dr.  Philip  P.  Kerstetter 
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Mount  Olive 
College 


1946  while  he  was  a  student  at  Duke  University.  At 
the  time  of  this  celebration  he  is  quoted  as  saying,  "The 
fulfillment  of  life  is  in  finding  something  bigger  than 
ourselves  to  live  for,  and  in  giving  over  to  something 
that  will  outlive  us." 

I  firmly  believe  we  can  say  that  over  the  course  of  his 
life  Burkette  found  that  something  larger  than  himself 
and  that  this  happened  because  the  Lord  of  life  sought 
after  and  laid  his  hand  upon  a  teenage  boy,  who  had 
found  a  home  in  a  church-sponsored  orphanage,  and 
set  him  on  a  path  of  duty  and  service  that  would  enrich 
the  lives  of  thousands  of  people  of  all  ages  and  make 
this  region  of  our  state  a  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

—  Dr.  Michael  Pelt  — 

Religion  Professor  Emeritus  of  Mount  Olive  College 

Many  times  we  attempt  to  measure  the  success  of  a 
person's  life  simply  in  their  accomplishments — a  list  of 
great  things  they  have  done.  I  believe  the  truer  measure 
of  success  is  in  the  rare  gift  given  to  a  few  who  inspire 
others  to  greatness;  to  be  more  than  they  ever  imagined 
or  hoped  they  could  be. 

—  Dr.  Don  Ribeiro  — 

Treasurer  of  the  NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 

A  life  well  lived  is  never  long  enough  and  while  we 
mourn  his  passing  we  should  remember  to  thank  God 
that  such  a  man  lived. 

—  The  Reverend  Donald  Fader  — 

Pastor  of  Friendship  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Let  us  recommit  ourselves  to  the  vision  and  passion 
that  so  consumed  Dr.  Raper.  Let  us  offer  our  very  selves 
to  be  transformed  into  the  image  of  Christ  for  the  sake 
of  others. 

—  Dr.  David  Hines  — 

Dean  of  the  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Mount  Olive  College 

The  seal  of  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for 
Christian  Ministries  has  a  set  of  footprints  walking 
toward  the  light.  Today,  and  for  the  rest  of  my  life 
these  footprints  represent  a  heritage  left  by  a  great  man 
who  has  inspired  me  to  work  diligently  to  leave  a  legacy 
worthy  of  his  vision. 

—  Dr.  Don  Ribeiro  — 

Treasurer  of  the  NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 
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REFLECTION 


with  C.  H.  Overman 


WHEN  THE  TASTE  IS  RIGHT 


In  Psalm  34:8  we  find  these  words  of  David:  "O  taste  and 
see  that  the  LORD  is  good:  blessed  is  the  man  that  trusteth 
in  him."  It  was  written  after  he  changed  his  behavior  toward 
Abimelech  (refer  to  1  Samuel  21:11-12).  David  calls  ". .  .on  the 
congregation  to  praise  the  Lord  for  their  salvation.  And  after 
affirming  that  God  is  good  to  those  who  trust  in  Him,  he 
instructed  the  people  how  to  live  a  good  long  life"  {The  Bible 
Knowledge  Co7nmey%tary,  OT  819).  The  Lord  is  good.  Those 
who  taste  and  see  will  experience  happiness  if  they  are  true 
worshipers. 

In  1  Peter  we  find:  "As  newborn  babes,  desire  the  sincere 
milk  of  the  word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby:  If  so  be  ye 
have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious"  (1  Peter  2:2-3).  In  the 
previous  verse,  Peter  admonished  his  readers  to  first  lay  aside 
those  sinful  tendencies  that  would  prevent  spiritual  growth. 

In  reality,  everything  is  right  about  Jesus  Christ.  His  words 
are  truth.  All  He  did  and  taught  was  good.  Nothing  else 
was  needed.  He  was  the  fulfillment  of  His  Father's  plan  of 
redemption— ".. .the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life..."  (John 
14:6). 

Those  early  followers  of  Jesus  wasted  no  time  or  words 
when  they  proclaimed  Him.  When  Philip  encountered  the 
Ethiopian  eunuch,  and  noted  that  he  was  seeking  the  Lord,  he 


"...preached  unto  him  Jesus"  (Acts  8:35).  There  is  no  reference 
to  his  family,  how  long  it  took  to  reach  the  Ethiopian,  or  about 
the  great  revival  going  on  in  Samaria — he  presented  Christ 
and  the  Ethiopian  received  Him. 

It  has  become  more  commonplace  today  for  preachers  to 
expound  about  themselves  and  many  other  matters  of  their 
lives,  and  often  avoiding  any  doctrinal  subject  or  moral  issue 
that  might  rock  the  boat.  Little  wonder  that  a  theologian  from 
a  well-known  university  remarked  recently  that  there  is  a 
waning  of  church  devotion  today.  It  is  most  evident  that  many 
people  want  a  "feel  good  gospel"  or  they  want  entertainment, 
or  whatever  else  may  tickle  their  ears  or  suit  their  fancies. 

It  reminds  me  of  all  the  many  types  of  foods  that  are  offered 
in  the  modern-day  restaurants  and  seen  on  the  food  networks. 
You  often  cannot  discern  what  you  are  eating  because  of  the 
conglomerate  of  spices  and  seasonings  that  kill  the  real  taste. 
I  wonder — is  this  chicken,  steak,  or  what?  Give  me  the  real 
taste — the  real  thing  without  the  extras. 

Also,  let  me  have  the  gospel — all  of  it.  Toes  are  sometimes 
in  the  right  place  to  be  stepped  on.  As  Paul  admonished 
Timothy:  "Preach  the  word..."  (2  Timothy  4:2).  Folks  are 
hungering  for  the  true  Word.  When  proclaimed,  results  will 
follow.  It's  worked  in  the  past.  It  will  work  again. 
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A  Brief  History  of 
the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

By  Frank  R.  Harrison, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


The  history  and  development  of  the  current  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  has  its  roots  and  beginnings  before 
the  1900s  in  the  Union  Conference,  which  was  organized  at 
Pine  Level,  February  3,  1891.  Tlie  minutes  of  the  first  session 
of  this  conference  refers  to  itself  as  the  "Union  Conference 
of  the  Western  and  Cape  Fear  Conferences  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,"  according  to  Dr.  Floyd  B.  Cherry,  in  his 
history  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  entitled  An 
Introduction  to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  (Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  43-44). 

When  the  Union  Conference  met  in  1894  at  Pine  Level, 
the  Eastern  Conference  represented  for  the  first  time  and 
a  "Ministers'  Meeting"  was  also  organized  to  promote 
fellowship  and  cooperation  among  the  ministers  as  well  as 
to  strengthen  the  work  among  the  churches.  The  Central 
Conference  represented  when  the  Union  Conference  met  at 
Spring  Branch  Church  in  1897. 

Discussion  was  already  underway  regarding  the  need  to 
further  strengthen  the  work  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
in  North  Carolina  and  to  provide  an  avenue  of  cooperation 
at  a  level  above  the  local  churches  and  conferences.  When 
the  Union  Conference  met  in  1898  with  Hickory  Grove 
Church  in  Pitt  County  as  host,  there  was  much  discussion  by 
the  ministers  on  this  subject,  and  Mr.  Asa  Garris  presented  a 
resolution  requesting  that  every  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
North  Carolina  to  ". .  .represent  in  the  next  Union  Conference 
by  delegate,  letter,  or  pastor  with  contribution."  With  this 
resolution  the  Union  Conference  became  an  effort  at  a 
statewide  organization  of  Free  Will  Baptists,  according  to  Dr. 
Cherry  in  An  Introduction  To  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  (44). 

The  Union  Conference  and  the  Ministers'  Conference 
continued  to  serve  the  churches  of  the  state  until  the  current 
Convention  was  organized  in  1913.  At  the  1912  session  of  the 
Union  Conference  and  the  Ministers'  Conference  that  met 
at  Micro  Church,  resolutions  were  passed  to  disband  in  favor 
of  the  organization  of  a  state  convention  that  would  meet  on 


September  17,  1913,  at  Bailey,  NC.  The  new  name  would  be 
the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
first  meeting  1913:  D.  B.  Sasser,  president;  M.C.  Prescott, 
vice-president;  E.T  Phillips,  secretary;  CM.  Johnson, 
corresponding  secretary;  and  A.  T.  Dawson,  treasurer.  Three 
additional  persons  were  elected  to  the  Executive  Committee 
and  a  State  Mission  Board  was  chosen,  as  well  as  a  committee 
on  Constitution  and  By-laws  and  were  to  report  at  the  first 
annual  meeting  of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Michael  Pelt,  in  his  bookyl  History  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  (Mount  Olive  College  Press  1996),  gives  the  following 
account:  "On  September  17,  1913,  the  first  annual  session  of 
the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  met  with  the  church  at 
Bailey,  North  Carolina.  The  adoption  of  a  constitution  and 
by-laws  was  the  first  order  of  business.  Sixty-four  churches, 
some  by  letter,  reported  to  this  session  and  there  were  twenty 
ministers  present,  most  of  them  from  the  Western  Conference. 
Only  one  minister  from  the  Eastern  and  one  from  the  Cape 
Fear  were  enrolled  at  this  session.  Among  the  more  important 
items  of  business  was  the  adoption  of  an  earlier  proposal  in 
the  Western  Conference  for  the  establishment  of  a  Free  Will 
Baptist  Orphanage.  A  resolution  was  adopted  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Publishing  Company, 
allowing  the  sale  of  capital  stock  up  to  $10,000,  the  value  of 
each  share  to  be  $10.  Solicitations  for  the  sale  of  these  shares 
were  to  be  made  to  conferences,  union  meeting,  etc.  as  well  as 
to  individuals"  (page  189). 

The  second  session  of  the  Convention  met  in  New  Bern, 
1914,  at  St.  Mary's  Church  and  passed  a  formal  resolution  to 
build  an  orphanage.  In  1915,  the  Convention  met  at  Shady 
Grove,  Sampson  County,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
secure  a  site  for  the  orphanage,  which  was  provided  as  a  gift  by 
the  Reverend  B.  B.  Deans,  which  was  located  near  the  town  of 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina. 

article  continued  next  page 
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A  Brief  History  {continued  from  the  previous  page) 

The  Convention  continued  to  meet  annually  and  to 
provide  a  channel  for  the  coordination  of  the  work  among 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  as  other  boards 
and  committees  were  appointed  to  further  the  work  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  One  such  work  was  the  Convention 
participation  in  the  organization  of  the  Co-operative  General 
Association,  December  17,  1916,  which  was  an  effort  on  the 
national  level  to  unite  the  work  of  Free  Will  Baptists  in  other 
states  when  the  meeting  gathered  at  Philadelphia  Church, 
near  Pattonsburg,  Missouri. 

The  Convention  endorsed  the  organization  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  America 
that  met  at  Nashville,  Tennessee  in  May  1921  after  the  Co- 
operative General  Association  was  partially  disbanded.  The 
Reverend  S.H.  Styron  was  elected  to  be  the  delegate  to  the 
1922  session  of  the  General  Conference.    The  Convention 


remained  a  member  of  the  General  Conference  until  it  was 
dissolved  for  the  organization  of  the  National  Association 
of  Free  Will  Baptists  in  1935.  Again  the  North  Carolina 
Convention  played  a  key  role  in  the  organization  of  the 
National  Association  and  continued  to  be  an  active  participant 
until  the  Convention  withdrew  from  it  in  a  special  session  of 
the  Convention  on  March  29,  1962  when  it  met  at  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Wilson,  NC  (See  Chapter  14  of 
A  History  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  for  a  discussion  of  the 
issues  involved  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  State  Convention 
from  the  National  Convention). 

In  1982,  the  Convention  established  its  headquarters  at  the 
FWB  Press  building  in  Ayden,  NC,  and  in  1990  changed  its 
name  to  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  A  full- 
time  Executive  Administrator  was  employed  in  1993. 


Convention  Presidents  Since  1913 


D.B.  Sasser  (1913-1915) 
S.H.  Styron  (1916-1922) 

C.  M.Johnson  (1923) 
S.H.  Styron  (1924-1929) 
J.W.  Alford  (1930) 
S.H.  Styron  (1931-1935) 
Henry  Melvin  (1936-1938) 
M.E.Tyson  (1939-1940) 
J.C.  Griffin  (1941-1942) 

D.  W.Alexander  (1943) 
J.R.  Bennett  (1944-1945) 
M.L.Johnson  (1946-1947) 


Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 
Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc. 
OFWB  International,  Inc. 
Home  Mission  and  Evangelism 


J.W.  Alford  (1948-1949) 
L.B.  Manning  (1950-1951) 
Lloyd  Vernon  (1952-1954) 
D.W.Alexander  (1955-1956) 
N.  B.  Barrow  (1957-1960) 
S.A.  Smith  (1961-1962) 
C.L.  Patrick  (1963-1964) 
Walter  Reynolds  (1965-1966) 
J.W.  Everton  (1967-1968) 
Willis  Wilson  (1969-1970) 
C.R  Bowen  (1971-1972) 


Ministries  of  the  Convention 

Church  Finance  Association 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 

FWB  Ministers'  Program 


Floyd  B.  Cherry  (1973-1974) 
Robert  May  (1975-1977) 
David  C.  Hansley  (1978-1981) 
Gary  M.  Bailey  (1982-1985) 
De  Wayne  Lakes  (1986-1989) 
W.  Scott  Sowers  (1990-1993) 
Ray  Wells  (1994-1997) 
Leon  Grubbs  (1998-2001) 
Fred  Baker  (2002-2005) 
Charles  Renfrow  (2006-2009) 
Harold  Swinson  (2010-  ) 


Mount  Olive  College 
FWB  Retirement  Homes 
Sunday  School  Ministry 


Annual  Conferences  of  the  Convention 


Albemarle  Conference 
Cape  Fear  Conference 
Central  Conference 


Eastern  Conference 
Piedmont  Conference 
Western  Conference 


Pee  Dee  Association 
Paul  Palmer  Conference 


(Information  for  this  article  came  from  An  Introduction  to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  by  Dr.  Floyd  B.  Cherry  a.nd  A  History 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  by  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt,  and  the  annual  minutes  of  the  Convention.  This  is  the  tenth  in  a  series 
of  articles  on  the  history  of  OFWB  in  recognition  of  the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  first  English 
General  Baptist  Church  in  1611  and  its  historic  Confession  of  Faith.) 
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Kji  j*^  \  v^J^  with  Cclia  Hales 


A  RESERVOIR  OF  LOVE 


My  great-grandmother,  Celia  Hart 
Garris,  learned  how  to  live  well.  There 
was  an  oasis  of  calm  that  surrounded 
her  in  her  later  years,  and  she  lived  to  be 
96.  She  had  "her"  specially  designed, 
ergonomically  correct,  chair  in  the 
corner  of  the  family  room,  and  from 
there  she  greeted  the  many  relatives 
and  friends  who  came  to  bask  in  her 
love.  Many  were  from  the  Ayden  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church. 

I  was  30  when  she  died.  My 
grandmother,  Anna  Garris  Hill,  said  to 
me  as  my  great-grandmother  lay  dying 
from  a  massive  stroke,  "We  had  her  a 
long  time."  I  nodded.  I  was  on  my  way 
back  to  Wilmington,  to  my  position  as 
a  school  librarian,  where  I  would  spend 
one  day  before  returning  to  Ayden  for 
my  great-grandmother's  funeral.  No 
time  would  have  seemed  right  for  her 
death. 

At  her  funeral,  well  attended  for 
someone  so  old,  who  had  outlived 


all  her  peers.  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Paper 
made  one  comment  that  has  haunted 
me  across  the  years.  "If  Miss  Celia," 
he  intoned,  "could  not  say  something 
good  (here  he  emphasized  "good") 
about  a  person,  she  didn't  say  anything 
at  all."  He  looked  at  me  as  he  said  those 
memorable  words.  His  look  at  me  was 
coincidental,  he  told  me  later  when  I 
talked  to  him  about  what  those  words 
had  meant  to  me.  But  the  fact  that 
they  were  coincidental  did  not  matter; 
the  words  had  made  their  impression, 
and  it  was  as  if  a  challenge  had  been 
brought  down  upon  me.  I  have  tried, 
over  the  many  years  since,  to  live  by 
those  words  as  much  as  I  possibly  can 
bring  myself  to  do. 

Once,  surely  in  her  eighties, 
many  years  before  dying,  my  great- 
grandmother  expressed  to  me  her 
confusion  about  "why  the  Lord  is 
leaving  me  here."  She  said,  "I  can't 
work  anymore."  She  was  getting  up 


Fall  Western  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 

Hosted  by  Spring  Hill  OFWB  Church, 
2127  US  Hwy/O  West 
Goldsboro,  NC 

Wednesday,  October  5,  201 1 

Theme:  Ca//ec/  to  Serve 

Registration  starts  at  9:00  a.m. 
Convention  starts  @  9:30  a.m. 

Worship  Speaker:  Dr.  Richard  Glosson 

A  special  offering  will  be  taken 
for  Minister's  Program. 


from  her  daytime  nap,  and  I  was  sitting 
by  her  on  the  bed,  hugging  her  as  I 
customarily  did. 

I  had  a  moment  of  recognition  at  that 
time,  and  I  quickly  hugged  tighter  and 
responded,  "You  are  still  here  so  that 
we  can  love  you!" 

She  had  a  reservoir  of  love  that  was 
so  overwhelming  that  nobody  who 
visited  her  went  away  empty. 

Learning  how  to  live  well  is  my 
personal  mission.  We  can't  truly  help 
others  until  we  find  the  still  point  within 
that  makes  it  all  make  sense.  My  great- 
grandmother  found  that  still  point.  The 
circle  of  family  and  friends  surrounding 
her  learned  from  her  stillness,  her 
peace,  all  that  we  needed  at  the  time. 

This  all  happened  35  years  ago.  Yet 
it  is  as  fresh  in  my  memory  as  though 
it  had  happened  yesterday.  Would  that 
all  of  us  could  be  as  blessed  as  was 
my  great-grandmother,  who  lived  in  the 
love  that  she  held  dear. 


Ik 


Hie  Central  Conference  is  offering 
a  study  course  by  Linda  Herring  on 
Stewardship. 

October  13,  2011  @  7  p.m. 

Free  Union  FWB  Church,  Green  County 
2535  Fire  Tower  Rd.,  Walstonbrug,  NC 
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he  Ministers  Program 

Dedicated  to  those  who  serve  


The  Minister's  Program  is  one  of  10  ministries  established  by 
the  Convention.  Over  the  years  ministries  have  been  created 
allowing  churches  to  work  together  in  service  doing  things  that 
individually  they  could  never  accomplish.  It  is  impossible  to 
imagine  that  one  church  could  have  built,  staffed,  and  supported 
the  Children's  Home  or  Mount  Olive  College.  So  by  working 
together  we  can  attempt  more  than  we  could  ever  do  alone. 

Each  ministry  has  a  purpose  or  a  mission,  and  the  Minister's 
Program  is  no  different. 

Mission  Statement 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Minister's  Program  to 
serve  the  churches  and  ministers  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists.  It  is  our  assertion  that  the  minister  can  best  meet  the 
spiritual  requirements  of  a  congregation  if  he  is  unencumbered  by  the 
burden  of  financial  insecurity.  To  this  end  we  provide  administrative 
services,  information  resources,  and  educational  opportunities.  These 
are  designed  to  help  the  minister  and  the  local  church  plan  together  a 
program  of  compensation  and  benefits  designed  to  meet  the  minister's 
present  and  future  financial  needs. 

This  is  our  mission,  but  what  exactly  do  we  do?  This  program 
was  brought  into  existence  to  help  prepare  the  minister  for  the 
financial  eventualities  of  life.  To  do  this,  we  try  to  help  educate 
the  church  and  the  minister  about  the  unique  needs  of  the 
pastorate.  Our  goal  is  not  to  provide  for  the  minister,  that  is  the 
church's  responsibility,  but  to  help  the  church  and  the  minister 
plan  together  so  that  at  all  stages  of  life  the  minister  can  serve 
without  the  burden  of  financial  concerns  holding  him  back. 

The  Minister's  Program  is  an  extension  of  the  local  church 
administering  programs  that  the  church  could  not  provide  on 
their  own.  We  stand  ready  to  work  with  the  minister  and  the 
church  to  help  them  accomplish  the  goal  of  working  together 
in  a  lifetime  of  financial  planning.  Ministers  step  out  in  faith  to 
answer  God's  call.  That  faith  is  based  on  the  belief  that  God  will 
prepare  them,  provide  for  them,  and  lead  the  church  to  properly 
support  them. 

We  believe  that  God  channels  His  provisions  through  the 
church  and  it  is  required  ot  them  to  be  good  stewards  as  it  relates 
to  their  care  of  the  pastor.  TTiis  does  not  apply  exclusively  to 
matters  of  compensation,  but  also  to  support,  appreciation,  and 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  church  to  be  led.  Please  consider 


areas  that  the  Minister's  Program  can  work  with  you  to  help 
build  a  strong  working  relationship  with  your  pastor. 

Most  of  you  are  aware  that  the  Minister's  Program  sponsors  a 
retirement  program  for  our  ministers.  Ministers  that  are  currently 
preparing  and  planning  for  retirement  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  their  plan  is  among  the  most  advanced  plan 
available  for  ministers  and  enjoys  tax  benefits  that  make  it 
unmatched  in  the  private  sector.  The  Program  continues  to 
provide  retirement  benefits  to  ministers  who  have  outlived  their 
benefits.  This  is  only  possible  through  your  faithful  giving  to  the 
program. 

Does  your  minister  have  a  plan  for  retirement?  Churches 
should  help  their  pastor  prepare  for  the  future  by  funding  his 
retirement  plan  today.  Contact  the  Minister's  Program  for  any 
help  you  may  need  as  you  assist  your  pastor  so  that  he  can  retire 
with  the  dignity  and  security  that  his  calling  deserves. 

One  of  our  most  successful  publications  is  the  "Churches  Guide 
to  Basic  Compensation "  This  is  a  tool  which  has  proved  helpful 
to  finance  committees,  pastor  search  committees,  churches  and 
ministers  when  they  sit  down  to  plan  together.  This  publication 
is  used  as  a  guide  to  assist  the  pastor  and  the  church  as  they 
discuss  matters  relating  to  compensation  and  benefits. 

Every  Christmas  the  Minister's  Program  sends  a  gift  of  $150 
to  all  ministers  age  65  and  older.  Remember,  this  is  a  gift  from 
the  churches  of  the  convention  to  men  who  have  literally  given 
their  lives  to  the  gospel  ministry  and  this  program  is  a  way  of 
saying  we  remember  you,  and  we  are  grateful  for  what  you  have 
done.  We  encourage  our  churches  to  support  this  program  and 
the  response  has  been  excellent.  However  we  still  have  churches 
that  do  not  give  at  all  to  this  program  and  we  would  like  to  invite 
them  to  make  2011  the  year  they  say  "thank  you." 

Another  program  we  offer  to  our  ministers  and  their  wives  is 
the  Minister's  Widows  Fund  and  the  Surviving  Minister's  Fund. 
This  past  year  several  thousand  dollars  was  paid  out  in  the  form 
of  benefits  in  these  two  programs.  For  those  who  participate, 
this  program  provides  a  meaningful  gift  from  fellow  ministers 
during  a  time  of  loss.  Every  married  minister  is  encouraged  to 
participate  in  this  program  whereby  they  contribute  $15  to  a 
fund  and  when  a  participating  minister  dies  the  proceeds  of  that 
fund  are  given  to  his  widow. 

Financially  speaking  October  is  the  most  important  time  for 
the  Minister's  Program.  Gifts  received  during  this  month  are 
critical  to  the  overall  success  of  this  program.  If  your  church 


met  its  challenge  this  year  we  say  thank  you!  If  you  are  receiving 
a  special  offering  for  the  Ministers  Program  this  month,  we 
encourage  you. 

What  are  we  asking  you  to  do?  Please  pray  for  our  work  and 
after  you  have  prayed  consider  a  gift  that  will  allow  us  to  continue 
the  work  that  we  do.  You  may  not  know  this  but  over  25%  of 
our  churches  do  not  support  the  Minister's  Program.  Does  your 
church  provide  for  the  support  of  this  program?  If  not,  why? 

Do  not  expect  your  pastor  to  take  the  lead  in  promoting  support 
for  the  Minister's  Program.  Some  ministers  are  hesitant  to  raise 
the  issue  in  the  local  church  because  they  may  be  perceived  as 
being  self-serving.  A  treasurer  said  one  time  that  they  did  not 
support  the  Minister's  Program  because  they  felt  they  paid  their 
minister  enough  and  did  not  see  the  need  to  help  The  Program. 
The  Minister's  Program  is  for  all  the  ministers  who  are  presently 
serving  and  for  those  who  have  served  so  well. 

If  your  church  supports  the  program  please  accept  our  thanks 
on  behalf  of  our  ministers.  If  your  church  does  not  support  the 
program,  please  reconsider.  Tell  us  what  we  need  to  do  to  earn 


the  trust  and  confidence  necessary  to  receive  your  support.  The 
only  operating  income  we  receive  depends  on  the  generosity  of 
God's  people — you.  You  can  be  assured  that  the  board  will  do 
what  is  required  to  make  this  program  efficient,  effisctive,  and 
well  managed.  Your  gift  to  us  is  a  sacred  trust  and  we  make 
every  effort  to  provide  the  greatest  benefit  to  our  ministers  with 
a  minimum  outlay  for  administrative  costs. 

We  hope  that  you  appreciate  this  fact  and  that  you  will 
continue  to  support  this  program  with  your  prayers  and  gilts. 
Will  you  be  a  part  of  this  ministry?  The  challenges  we  present 
to  the  church  have  not  increased  in  11  years.  We  ask  that  you 
consider  the  following  challenge: 

For  churches  with: 

less  than  100  members  $150 

100-149  members  $300 

150-199  members  $400 

Over  200  members  $500 


For  additional  information 

Donald  Fader 

Box  39 

Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  523-5800 


questions,  please  write  or  call: 

The  Rev.  Richard  Glosson,  Chairman 
The  Rev.  Ricky  Warren,  Vice  Chairman 
The  Rev.  Sherman  Dilley 
The  Rev.  Neal  Cox 
Mr.  Gene  Paramore 


Clergy  Appreciation  Day 

Sunday,  October  9,  2011 

The  Minister's  Program  would  like  to  remind  all  churches  that  October  9, 
2011  is  National  Clergy  Appreciation  Sunday  and  has  been  designated  by 
the  convention  as  Clergy  Appreciation  Day  in  our  local  churches. 

Why  do  we  set  aside  a  day  for  this  purpose?  While  each  of  us  appreciates 
our  pastor,  this  day  gives  you  an  excuse  to  do  something  special  for 
him.  Being  a  pastor  is  one  of  the  loneliest  jobs  in  the  world.  While  he  is 
surrounded  by  people  all  the  time  it  is  difficult  to  confide  in  a  member. 
After  all,  the  pastor  is  the  one  who  hears  about  everyone  else's  problems 
and  we  seldom  consider  that  he  has  problems  of  his  own. 

He  works  hard  during  the  year  preparing  sermons,  visiting  the  sick, 
counseling  the  troubled  and  he  stands  with  you  in  times  of  sorrow  and 
tragedy  as  well  as  those  moments  of  joy  that  all  families  experience. 

This  is  a  day  that  we  focus  on  him.  You  can  help  make  it  a  special  day  in 
your  own  special  way.  Even  if  the  church  does  not  plan  anything  special  you 
can  honor  him  in  many  different  ways. 

The  Bible  reminds  us:  "As  we  have  therefore  opportunity,  let  us  do  good 
unto  all  men,  especially  unto  them  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith" 
(Galatians  6:10). 

We  encourage  each  church  member  to  do  something  on  this  day  to 
show  that  you  care. 
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Children's  Ministry 

BOHOL,  PHILIPPINES 


BY  ALMA  MARZON 

"But  Jesus  said,  Suffer  little  children, 
and  forbid  them  not,  to  come  unto  me: 
for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven" 
(Matthew  19:14). 

Children  are  very  special  in  the  eyes  of 
God.  He  blessed  them  and  even  promised 
them  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  for  them. 
The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Tagbilaran  City,  Bohol,  Philippines, 
conducted  a  children's  ministry  through 
a  feeding  program,  which  in  turn  would 
open  the  door  to  reach  these  children 
and  bring  them  to  a  saving  knowledge 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  ministry 
was  conducted  in  Dauis,  Baclayon,  and 
Tagbilaran  City. 


This  program  started  last  July  9,  2011 
in  Sungculan  Dauis,  Bohol  with  44 
children  from  ages  3  through  11  years 
old.  The  children  were  divided  into  two 
groups,  namely  preschool  and  primary. 
Preschool  is  consisting  of  children  ages 
3  to  6  years  old  and  the  primary  is 
consisting  of  children  ages  7  to  11  years 
old.  This  was  followed  by  another  feeding 
program  in  Tagbilaran,  City  last  July  10, 
2011  with  12  children  as  participants. 

It  was  Saturday  afternoon  at  about  2:30 
P.M.  when  we  arrived  to  Sungculan  for 
our  feeding  ministry  and  after  that  our 
team  decided  to  walk  along  the  street  and 
agreed  to  visit  the  Badjao  Community. 
There  we  had  witnessed  how  the  Badjao 


Sungculan  Dauis,  Bohol 


Baclayon,  Bohol 


people  strive  in  order  to  survive,  but  in 
their  situation  still  we  can  see  the  smile 
in  their  faces.  With  God's  grace  and 
favor,  last  August  6,  2011  we  were  able 
to  conduct  a  feeding  ministry  in  La 
Libertad  Elementary  School,  Baclayon, 
Bohol  with  55  children.  Actually,  the 
head  of  the  school  requested  us  to  have 
the  said  program  in  their  school  for  it 
is  their  Intramurals.  As  workers  of  God 
we  grab  the  opportunity  given  to  us. 
We  were  able  to  teach  them  on  how  to 
live  a  meaningful  and  fruitful  life  with 
Jesus.  They  were  able  to  receive  Jesus  in 
their  life  through  storytelling  and  some 
particular  activities  such  as  singing,  and 
parlour  games.  After  the  said  activity, 
we  happily  walked  the  street  from  the 
school  to  the  highway  approximately  2.5 
kilometers  away.  Because  of  the  glory  of 
God,  and  even  though  we  were  under 
the  heat  of  the  sun,  still  we  were  smiling, 
taking  pictures,  and  enjoying  walking 
with  the  children  to  their  respective 
houses. 

We  extend  our  full  gratitude  to 
those  who  supported  the  said  program, 
especially  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mission. 
Thank  You  foi-  all  the  prayers  and 
support.  God  Bless  and  More  Power! 


The  Power  of  a  Wife's 
Faithful  Prayer 

PIEDRAS  NECRAS,  MEXICO 

BY  THE  REV.  EVERARDO  MARTINEZ  HERNANDEZ 

On  July  10,  2011  several  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches 
along  the  border  of  Mexico  held  a  joint  Baptismal 
Service.  It  was  a  beautiful  day.  There  was  joy  and  singing 
even  though  times  are  difficult  to  live  in  Mexico.  God 
is  good  and  people  are  still  trusting  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior.  Our  desire  is  to  continue  to  preach  the  Gospel 
and  work  for  the  Lord. 

A  few  days  prior  to  the  baptism,  I  asked  Brother 
Fernando  Estrada,  who  attends  the  Emmanuel  El 
Salvador,  if  he  wanted  to  be  baptized  at  this  time.  He  told 
me  he  did.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  sure  and  he  answered 
yes.  He  then  related  the  following  story  to  me.  He  said 
all  my  life  I  have  been  a  devoted  Catholic.  When  he  was 
four  or  five  years  old  he  remembered  attending  a  Catholic 
Church.  He  noticed  all  the  pictures  and  statues  of  saints 
in  the  church  and  asked  his  aunt,  "Which  one  is  God?" 
She  told  him  that  the  one  bleeding  on  the  cross  was  God. 
He  believed  her  and  followed  Catholicism.  He  said,  "Even 
though  1  dedicated  my  life  to  this  teaching,  I  lelt  empty 
and  needed  to  do  something  more  to  please  God." 

He  married  a  Christian  lady  (Protestant)  and  they 
agreed  that  they  would  not  discuss  their  churches.  He 
would  go  to  the  Catholic  Church  and  she  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  She  would  tell  Fernando  on  occasions 
that  she  was  praying  for  him.  On  October  2010,  a  need 
arose  in  the  family  and  his  wife  had  to  change  her  church 
from  the  Lily  of  the  Valley  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  to  the 
Erhmanuel  El  Salvador  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  because 
it  was  near  where  they  lived.  This  was  a  difficult  decision 
and  she  was  very  sad,  so  Fernando  decided  to  support  his 
wife  in  this  move  and  he  told  her  he  would  go  with  her 
for  2  weeks  and  then  go  back  to  the  Catholic  Church. 
Fernando  attended  Emmanuel  El  Salvador  and  looked 
around  to  find  his  god  on  a  cross,  but  the  image  was  not 
there.  After  listening  to  the  prayers  and  preaching,  he  felt 
that  God  told  him,  "I  am  here,"  and  he  felt  the  blessing 
of  God  in  his  life.  Leaving  church  that  Sunday,  he  asked 
his  wife  how  she  felt  and  she  said,  "Good,  how  about 
you?"  He  answered,  "Very,  very  good."  At  the  end  of  two 
weeks  his  wile  told  him,  "Thank  you  for  supporting  me" 
and  he  said  "Thank  you  for  never  stopping  to  pray  for 
me,  for  nov/  I  see  God  is  more  than  an  image  bleeding 
on  a  cross.  I  can  see  the  good  in  our  lives,  in  our  family, 
and  in  our  jobs.  I  feel  God  in  my  heart  and  I  am  going 
to  accept  him  as  my  Lord  and  Savior."  So  on  October 
24,  2011  Fernando  became  a  Christian,  and  he  wants  to 
serve  Him  as  Lord  of  Lords  and  King  of  Kings.  He  was 
baptized  on  July  10,  2011. 
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Mount  Olive  College  Lights  the  Lamp  of  Learning 


Mount  Olive  College  held  its 
opening  Convocation  Ceremony  to 
welcome  the  Class  of  2015  on  Saturday 
evening,  August  13.  Welcome  and 
greetings  were  delivered  hy  Dr.  Ellen 
Jordan,  vice  president  of  Academic 
Affairs;  Dr.  David  Hines,  Dean  of 
the  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences;  Dr. 
David  Dommer,  assistant  professor 
of  biology;  and  Sebastian  Jackson 
from  the  student  body.  Dr.  Philip 
P.  Kerstetter,  president,  gave  the 
Convocation  address.  The  event 
was  followed  by  a  candle  lighting 
ceremony  at  the  Alumni  Crosswalk. 

"To  the  newest  members  of  our 
College  family,  the  lighting  of  the 


candles  represents  the  light  of  learning, 
the  sharing  of  our  Christian  values, 
and  the  need  for  us  to  be  living  by  our 
College  Covenant,"  Kerstetter  said. 
"It  also  represents  your  connection 
with  your  fellow  students,  both  past 
and  present,  and  our  connection  to 
you." 

Following  the  lighting  of  the 
candles,  those  in  attendance  sang  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Alma  Mater. 

Kerstetter  told  students  he  wanted 
them  to  remember  the  evening  because 
it  marks  the  beginning  of  their  time 
at  Mount  Olive  College.  "Four  years 
from  now,  you  will  march  in  your 
academic  robes  to  your  graduation 


through  the  Alumni  Crosswalk.  In 
this  fashion,  your  education  journey 
at  Mount  Olive  College  begins  here, 
and  will  end  here." 

The  Alumni  Cross  Walk  symbolizes 
the  College's  past,  present,  and  future. 
Completed  in  2000,  the  Alumni  Cross 
Walk  is  made  of  the  actual  red  bricks 
from  the  original  school  building. 
The  brick  walkway  is  designed  in  the 
shape  of  a  Celtic  cross  symbolizing 
the  College's  Christian  heritage.  The 
Nido  and  Mariana  Qubein  Garden 
House  is  superimposed  on  the  center 
of  the  brick  walkway  sheltering  a 
pedestal  containing  the  cornerstone 
and  bell  from  the  original  campus. 
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at 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Look  for  MOC  Admissions  Representatives  in  Your  Neighborhood  This  Month 

Mount  Olive  College  Admissions  teann  members  will  be  attending  college  visit  days/nights  in  eastern  North 
Carolina  during  the  month  of  October.  Visit  with  your  high  school  guidance  counselor  or  contact  MOC 
Admissions  at  <admissions@moc.edu>  or  call  (800)  653-0854  to  learn  when  they  will  be  in  your  county.  We 
will  be  glad  to  send  you  the  schedule  for  your  area. 

SAT/ACT  schedule:  If  you  are  a  high  school  senior  or  junior,  sign  up  to  take  the  SAT  or  ACT  at  a  location 
near  you.  Your  guidance  counselor  can  help  with  dates  and  other  information,  or  contact  MOC  Admissions  at 
<admissions@moc.edu>  or  call  (800)  653-0854.  MOC  accepts  the  highest  scores  on  either  test,  regardless  of 
the  number  of  times  it  is  taken. 

Apply  for  College  Now 

it's  not  too  early  to  make  application  to  Mount  Olive  College.  Use  our  free  online  application  at  <www.moc. 
edu>  to  get  your  name  in  early.  If  you  want  us  to  put  your  name  on  our  mailing  list,  complete  our  contact  form 
on  the  website  too. 

Campus  Visitation  Days 

November  11,  2011  and  January  16,  2012.  High  school  seniors,  juniors,  and  families  can  learn  more  about 
how  to  get  scholarships  and  financial  aid,  athletic  team  tryouts,  and  music  auditions,  and  what  to  expect  in 
residence  halls  and  campus  life  activities.  Campus  tours  will  include  a  visit  of  the  residence  halls,  academic, 
and  athletic  facilities  and  conversations  with  faculty  and  students.  Contact  <admissions@moc.edu>  or  call 
(800)  653-0854  to  make  your  reservation. 

OFWB  tuition  grants:  Active  OFWB  members  are  eligible  for  a  $3,000  tuition  grant  annually  if  they  attend 
fulltime  in  the  daytime  program  at  MOC.  Admissions  representatives  can  tell  you  more  about  this  grant  at 
<admissions@moc.edu>  or  call  (800)  653-0854. 

ONE-NIGHT-A-WEEK:  College  Programs  for  Adults:  Call  1-800-NEW-GOAL 

Mount  Olive  College  offers  programs  for  adults  who  have  little  or  no  college  experience  as  well  as  for  students 
who  have  already  acquired  some  college  credit.  To  find  out  how  you  can  complete  your  associate  and/or 
bachelor  degree,  call  1-800-NEW-GOAL  and  you  will  be  directed  to  the  location  nearest  you.  MOC  Programs 
are  available  at  Mount  Olive,  New  Bern,  Jacksonville,  Washington,  Wilmington  and  Research  Triangle  Park. 
Complete  our  free  online  application  at  <www.moc.edu>  and  learn  more  about  our  programs  by  clicking  on 
the  location  nearest  your  home  or  workplace. 

Multiple  Start  Dates 

Fall  and  spring  enrollment  dates  are  available  now.  Semesters  are  divided  into  three  5-week  sessions  (A,  B,  and 
C),  thus  making  it  possible  to  begin  classes  at  nine  different  start  dates  throughout  the  year.  Each  class  meets 
for  5  weeks  from  6-10  p.m.  one  night  a  week.  Online  classes  are  also  available. 

Programs  Available 

Upper  level  programs  leading  to  the  bachelor's  degree  include  Management  and  Organizational  Development, 
Management  of  Information  Systems,  Health  care  Management,  Criminal  Justice  and  Criminology,  Early 
Childhood  Education,  and  Religion.  Students  with  little  or  no  college  can  start  their  general  education  courses 
if  they  are  21  or  older  and  have  graduated  from  high  school  or  have  their  GED.  Call  1-800-NEW-GOAL  to  be 
directed  to  the  location  nearest  you  or  visit  <www.moc.edu>  to  learn  more. 


bducatioyial  OpportiAyiities 


Little  Rock  Church  Youth  Visit  MOC 


Coming  Events 


Winard  Harper  Performs  at  Mount  Olive  College 

October  4,  2011  @  7:30  p.m. 
Southern  Bank  Auditorium 
on  the  Cannpus  of  Mount  Olive  College 
Cost:  $10 

Contact:  Stuart  Burnham  at  (919)  658-7166 

Campus  Visitation  Day 

November  11,  2011 

8:30  A.M.  Registration 

Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 

Contact:  Admissions  at  (919)  658-2502 

Art  and  Visual  Communication 
Senior  Portfolio  Exhibition  Reception 

November  17,  2011  @  4:00-7:00  p.m. 
Student  Gallery  Laughinghouse  Hall 
Contact:  Cheryl  Hooks  at  (919)  658-7182 
or  e-mail  <chooks@moc.edu> 


IS^*"  Annual  Alumni  Golf  Tournament 

November  18,  2011 

Southern  Wayne  Country  Club 

12:00  P.M.  shotgun  start 

Contact:  Tim  Woodard  at  (919)  658-7793 

46^^  Annual  Pickle  Classic  Tournament 
and  Homecoming 

November  18-19,  2011  @  Kornegay  Arena 
Game  times:  5:00  p.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  both  nights 
Cost:  advanced  tickets  $15  for  both  days 
or  $10  per  day  on  game  day 
Contact:  Tina  Parks  at  (919)  658-7759 

Christmas  by  Candlelight 
Tree  Lighting  and  Service 

November  29,  2011  @  5:30  p.m. 

Southern  Bank  Auditorium 

Contact:  Caria  Williamson  at  (919)  658-7505 
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2011  Mount  Olive  College  Dinnercg, 


LENOIR  COUNTY 

Saturday,  October  1  @  6:00  p.m. 

Westside  FWB  Church 

Cleo  Hinson,  Chair  •  Goal:  $29,875 

JONES  COUNTY 

Monday,  October  3  @  7:00  p.m. 

Whaley's  Chapel  FWB  Church 

Gene  Burkett,  Chair  •  Goal:  $10,000 

GREENE  COUNTY 

Monday,  October  10  @  7:00  p.m. 
Hull  Road  FWB  Church 

Genevieve  Taylor  and  Randy  Beaman,  Co-Chairs 
Goal:  $55,250 

BEAUFORT  COUNTY 

Saturday,  October  15  @  6:30  p.m. 

Southside  High  School 

Billy  Gurkin,  Chair  •  Goal:  $10,000 

PAMLICO  COUNTY 

Saturday,  October  22  @  6:00  p.m. 

Mount  Zion  FWB  Church 

Ray  Lewis,  Chair  •  Goal:  $6,950 

ONSLOW-BRUNSWICK  COUNTIES 

Sunday,  October  23  @  6:00  p.m. 

Folkstone  FWB  Church 

Ronnie  Parker,  Chair  •  Goal:  $5,800 

WAYNE  COUNTY 

Tuesday,  October  25  @  7:00  p.m. 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive 
Barbara  Lancaster,  Chair  •  Goal:  $88,125 

NASH  COUNTY 

Thursday,  October  27  @  7:00  p.m. 
Whitley  Center,  FWB  Children's  Home 
John  R.  Manning,  Chair  •  Goal:  $6,000 


WASHINGTON,  MARTIN,  TYRRELL, 
and  PASQUOTANK  COUNTIES 

Tuesday,  November  1  @  7:00  p.m. 

Rose  of  Sharon  FWB  Church 

Lloyd  W.  Jones,  Jr.,  Chair  •  Goal:  $21,125 

CRAVEN  COUNTY 

Thursday,  November  3  @  7:00  p.m. 

juniper  Chapel  FWB  Church 

Susan  Broggi,  Chair  •  Goal:  $14,025 

DUPLIN  COUNTY 

Saturday,  November  5  @  6:00  p.m. 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive 
Tommy  Benson,  Chair  •  Goal:  $22,550 

JOHNSTON-WAKE  COUNTIES 

Monday,  November  7  @  7:00  p.m. 

Johnston  County  Agricultural  Center 

Howard  F.  Scott,  Chair  •  Goal:  $61,650  (Tentative) 

CARTERET  COUNTY 

Saturday,  November  12  @  6:00  p.m. 
West  Carteret  High  School 
Ricky  Benson  and  Edgar  Pake,  Co-Chairs 
Goal:  $14,025  (Tentative) 

PITT  COUNTY 

Monday,  November  14  @  7:00  p.m. 

Elm  Grove  FWB  Church 

Jean  M.  Averette,  Chair  •  Goal:  $39,350 

WILSON  COUNTY 

Tuesday,  November  15,  7:00  p.m. 

Daniels  Chapel  FWB  Church 

Johnny  Sullivan,  Chair  •  Goal:  $53,800 

SAMPSON,  HARNETT,  and  CUMBERLAND  COUNTIES 

Thursday,  November  17,  7:00  p.m. 

Robert's  Grove  FWB  Church 

Ricky  Warren,  Chair  •  Goal:  $48,800 


J^riendship  Original  J^ree  Will  ^aptiSi  Qhurch 

will  have  their  Annual  Homecoming  on  Sunday,  October  23, 2011 
The  Rev.  Jacl^  Raper  will  bring  the  message. 

Come join  us  as  we  worship  and  praise  the  Lord  for  all  His  bountiful  blessings 
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Take  231  West  to  Friendship  Church  Road.  Take  a  right  on  Friendship  Church  Road. 

Church  is  one  mile  on  the  right. 


MOC  President  Encourages  Students  to  Get  Involved 


Making  light  of  the  rainy  weekend 
weather,  Dr.  Phihp  P.  Kerstetter,  soothed 
the  uneasiness  of  parents  and  freshmen 
students  on  Saturday  during  Freshmen 
Move-In  Day,  by  joking  that  the  rain 
would  allow  Mount  Olive  College  to 
now  have  a  swim  team.  Laughter  erupted 
as  parents  and  students  settled  into  their 
seats  to  listen  to  what  the  President  of 
Mount  Olive  College  had  to  say  to 
incoming  students. 

Extending  a  warm  welcome,  Kerstetter 
assured  the  audience  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  everyone  at  Mount  Olive 
College  to  give  students  the  opportunities 
to  succeed.  He  encouraged  the  students 
to  be  a  part  of  the  college  community 
and  to  get  involved  with  campus  life: 
sports,  student  government,  religious 
activities,  and  community  service.  "Take 
the  time  to  discover  your  interests  and 
your  particular  skill  set,"  he  advised. 

On  Monday,  students  had  their  first 
opportunity  to  get  involved  through 
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the  traditional  service  learning  project. 
Students  were  divided  into  teams 
sanded,  painted,  mulched,  and  provided 
general  maintenance  to  two  local  parks 
in  Mount  Olive — ^Westbrook  Park 
and  Nelson  Street  Park.  The  students 
provided  over  675  man-hours  of  service 
to  the  town  of  Mount  Olive. 

"It  feels  good  being  able  to  help  out 
the  community,"  said  Cody  Williams  of 
Nashville,  NC. 

"This  is  a  really  awesome  project  to 
get  the  freshmen  involved,"  said  Peer 
Mentor  Lindsey  Merryfield  of  Dudley. 
"I  remember  doing  it  my  freshmen  year. 


Looking  back,  it  was  really  rewarding.  I 
hope  that  these  guys  will  look  back  on  it 
and  feel  rewarded  for  being  part  of  the 
community  and  helping  out." 

Tanner  Tolston  of  Swansboro 
commented,  "It  feels  really  good  to  get 
out  in  the  park  and  do  something  for  the 
community." 

Kerstetter  said,  "We  want  to  foster  a 
spirit  of  service  with  our  students  and 
help  them  understand  their  place  in 
The  College  and  the  community,  while 
at  the  same  time  build  friendships  and 
strengthen  community  ties." 


"This  is  a  really  awesome  project  to  get  the  freshmen  involved. . . 
Looking  back,  it  was  really  rewarding.  I  hope  that  these  guys 
will  look  back  on  it  and  feel  rewarded  for  being  part  of  the 
community  and  helping  out." 

—  Lindsey  Merryfield,  Peer  Mentor  ^ — 


WHEN 


Friday,  November  4,  2011 
7:30  PM 


WHERE 


Location  To  Be  Announced 
Mount  Olive  College 


The  concert  wilt  feature  the  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir  and  Symphonic  Band  performing  for  the  first  time  in  a  combined  concert. 
An  original  choral  work  written  by  San  Francisco  based  classical  composer  Kurt  Erickson  in  collaboration  with  poet  and  Mount  Olive 
College  English  Professor  Dr.  David  Rigsbee  wilt  be  performed  by  the  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir. 


CONTACT 

Stuart  Burnham  -  919.658.7166  or  email  sburnham@moc.edu 


FOUNDERS  DAY 
60'H  ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 


FREE 


CONTACT 

919.658.2502 


Mount  Olive  College  will  celebrate  60  years  of  Christian  higher  education  at  this  special  Founders 
Day  event. 


1233  North  Fork  Road  •  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711  •  828.669.7677  •  www.cragmontassembly.com 


Camp  is  done— time  to  retreat! 


Now  that  summer  camp  is  over,  why 
not  consider  a  retreat  at  Cragmont. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  bring  the  whole 
church,  but  you  could  if  they  would 
come.  Sometimes  even  a  small  group 
retreating  away  somewhere  can  light 
a  revival  fire  upon  returning.  No  group 
is  too  small  for  us  to  consider. 

Weekdays  are  an  especially  good 
time  for  Seniors  to  travel  and  that 
is  a  time  when  space  at  Cragmont  is 
very  available. 

Also  we  are  within  an  hour's  drive 
to  two  ski  resorts  in  case  you  would 
like  to  bring  your  youth  on  a  ski  trip. 


Opportunities  At  Cragmont 

Cragmont  Club:  October  13-16,  20-23,  and  24-27 

The  Club  weekends  are  designed  so  that  Club  Members  who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  use  their  three  nights  with 
their  church  during  a  retreat  may  do  so  during  this  time  allotted.  Please  contact  us  to  make  sure  space  is  available. 

"A  Cragmont  Christmas:"  December  1-4 

A  weekend  hosted  by  John  &  Arlinda.  Christmas  shopping,  special  places  to  visit,  special  music,  and  perhaps  a  show 
or  two  all  centered  around  the  theme  of  "Special  Delivery."  Cost  is  $300  per  person,  which  includes  meals,  lodging  at 
Cragmont,  and  transportation  by  motor  coach.  To  register,  contact  our  office. 


Christmas  Week:  December  22-28 

If  there  has  been  a  major  change  in  your  life  and  celebrating  Christmas  is  not  what  it  once  was,  then,  perhaps  this 
offering  will  bring  a  new  and  fresh  view  of  Christmas.  You  may  bring  family;  you  may  stay  the  entire  allotted  time;  you 
may  stay  only  part  of  it  at  no  cost.  John  and  Arlinda  will  cook  the  Christmas  meal  on  Christmas  day  and  would  love  to 
have  you  with  them.  Please  call  and  reserve  your  space. 

Ministers'  Wives/Widows:  January  26-29 

Sometimes  being  the  wife  of  a  minister  can  be  taxing  on  the  spirit,  emotions,  body,  and  mind.  Getting  together  with 
other  ministers'  wives  and  being  able  to  discuss  and  share  can  be  a  release  that  is  much  needed.  This  retreat  is  put  together 
by  Mary  Dudley,  Director  of  the  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry.  To  register,  contact  Mary  at  (252)  746-4963. 

Pastor/Deacon  Retreat:  March  22-24,  2012 

This  year's  retreat  will  be  led  by  Dr.  De  Wayne  Eakes  on  the  subject  of  "Servant  Leader."  The  retreat  begins  with  a 
worship  service  on  Thursday,  March  22,  at  7:30  p.m.  The  retreat  continues  with  two  sessions  on  Friday  morning  and  one 
on  Friday  evening  and  one  Saturday  morning.  Contact  Cragmont  to  register. 
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On  August  4-5,  2011,  Cragmonts  annual  golf 
tournament,  "The  Cragmont,"  was  held  at  Happy  Valley 
in  Wilson,  NC.  "The  Cragmont" — a  name  given  to  the 
tournament  by  the  people  who  play — has  been  held 
each  year  since  1980.  The  tournament  has  been  directed 
by  John  R.  Watson  (Rick)  who  served  as  a  Cragmont 
board  member  and  a  counselor  during  General  Youth 
Conference  I  for  many  years.  Even  though  he  has  not 
served  in  these  capacities  for  several  years  now,  his  love 
for  Cragmont  has  remained  very  strong. 

Each  year  the  tournament  is  closed  out  with  a  dinner  at 
"Bill's  BBQ"  for  all  who  played  and  their  families.  At  the 
dinner  people  are  recognized  for  things  like  closest  to  the 
pin,  longest  drive,  and  the  winning  teams  of  the  various 
levels  of  play.  This  year  a  special  announcement  was  made 
that  the  debt  of  the  new  lodge  has  been  cleared! 

"The  Cragmont  "  started  out  in  1980  small  with  a  total 
number  of  players  somewhere  around  25  to  a  level  that 
now  will  average  around  80  to  90  four  person  teams. 
That  puts  the  total  number  of  players  at  320  to  360  over 
a  two-day  event.  At  the  dinner,  which  is  held  at  Bill's 
Convention  Center,  it  is  easy  to  have  400  people  in 
attendance.  It  is  not  stretching  things  to  say  that  this  is 
the  largest  fundraising  event  for  Cragmont. 


As  I  look  back  over  the  years  I  would  say  that  "The 
Cragmont"  has  raised  an  average  of  $8,000  to  $10,000 
each  year  for  the  last  12  years.  It  is  interesting  to  me  that 
this  tournament  was  responsible  for  the  seed  money  to 
build  the  Lodge  and  that  it  raised  enough  money  this 
year  to  close  out  the  loan.  Rick  stated  at  the  dinner  that  a 
sandwich  has  bread  in  front  and  in  back.  The  tournament 
has  been  the  bread  for  the  building  of  the  lodge.  For  this 
reason  the  Lodge  has  been  decorated  with  memorabilia 
from  past  tournaments. 

Of  great  significance  to  me  is  the  response  that  OFWB 
churches  and  individuals  have  given  to  support  the  total 
concept  of  the  "New  Heights"  program,  of  which,  the 
Lodge  is  just  one  building  in  the  total  program.  OFWB 
churches  and  individuals  have  been  the  stuff  of  the  middle 
of  the  sandwich.  The  Lodge  was  a  $550,000  project  that 
was  paid  for  in  six  summers.  I  just  find  that  to  be  truly 
remarkable  considering  the  nature  of  the  economy  today. 
OFWB  people — you  have  been  very  generous  in  your 
support  of  Cragmont  and  Arlinda  and  I  thank  you.  We 
also  thank  those  churches  and  individuals  who  responded 
to  the  "Second  Mile  '  plea.  We  do  have  plans  to  begin 
another  phase  and  you  will  be  hearing  about  it  soon. 
Again,  many  thanks  and  we  hope  you  will  visit  often. 


CHURCH  &  MINISTRY  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 


•  Mount  Zion  Church  (Nash  County,  Western  Conference)  is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  Applicants 
must  be  ordained  by  and  in  good  standing  with  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
Please  send  resume  and  reference  list  via  mail  to:  Jason  Modlin,  Chair,  Pulpit  Committee,  100 
Saint  Annes  Road,  Nashville,  NC  27856  or  via  e-mail:  <jmodlin@louisburg.edu>. 

•  Harrell's  Chapel,  Snow  Hill,  NC  is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  Interested  persons  may  contact 
Elmer  Harrell  at  (252)  747-2894  or  send  resume  to:  502  SE  Third  St.,  Snow  Hill,  NC  28580. 


P.O.  Box  249  •  Middlesex,  NC  27557  •  252.235.2161  •  www.fwbchildrenshome.org 


Union  Grove  Woman's  Auxiliary 


Members  of  Friendship  Church 


Campus  Visitors 

On  August  17,  members  of  Union  Grove  Church 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  Fremont,  NC  came  to  The 
Home  to  take  a  tour  of  the  campus  facilities  and 
to  drop  off  commodities.  One  of  the  focal  points 
of  the  tour  was  the  patio  area  at  the  front  of 
Heritage  Hall.  Some  of  the  auxiliary  members 
had  purchased  brick  pavers  to  be  placed  on  the 
patio. 


August 
Vacation  Bible  School 

On  Saturday,  August  13,  members  of  Friendship 
Church,  Middlesex,  along  with  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Chris  Casey,  presented  Vacation  Bible  School  at  the 
Children's  Home.  Pastor  Casey  and  wife,  Wendy, 
took  care  of  the  lesson  and  crafts  portion  of  Bible 
School.  Snacks  and  a  meal  were  provided  by  members 
of  Friendship.  The  Bible  School  was  coordinated  by 
Jeannie  Wright. 

It  was  a  great  day  for  the  children  at  The  Home,  and 
we  say  thanks  to  Friendship  for  sharing  with  us! 


Campus  Needs  U|t 


Large  Rechargeable  Flashlights  (4) 

Pillow  Covers  (vinyl) 

Body  Wash  for  Girls  and  Boys 

Curtains/Valances 

Telephone  Calling  Cards 

Gift  Bibles  for  Residents 

Non-Perishable  Food  Items 

Front  Porch  Rocking  Chairs  (10 -Cracker  Barrel  type) 
Heavy  Duty  Cookware  Sets 
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Friends  o  f  Children  s  Day  Celebration 

What  is  Friends  of  Children's  Day? 

Friends  of  Children's  Day  has  been  celebrated  at  The  Home  for  26  years.  This  is  the  day  we  invite  our  friends  and 
supporters  to  campus  to  share  a  meal  and  visit.  The  date  lor  our  2011  event  is  November  19.  We  invite  you  to  join 
with  us,  as  we  set  aside  this  day  to  express  our  appreciation  to  all  of  our  friends  and  supporters.  Please  complete  the 
form  below  and  return  it  to  us.  Please  mark  the  date  on  your  calendar. 

We  are  currently  in  the  process  of  restructuring  our  Friends  of  Children's  program.  This  program  is  still  an  active 
part  of  the  Children's  Home  Ministry.  It  is  our  desire  to  increase  participation  in  our  Friends  of  Children  Program. 
In  you  are  interested  in  becoming  a  member  of  our  Friends  of  Children's  Program,  please  indicate  your  interest  on 
the  form  below,  and  additional  information  will  be  sent  to  you. 

Partnering  Together  to  Improve  the  Lives  of  Children  in  Need 


X 


INVITATION 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  invite  you  and  your  guests  to  our  luncheon  lor  Friends  of 
Children  Appreciation  Day  on  Saturday,  November  19,  2011  in  Whitley  Center.  Our  speaker  for  the  day  will  be  the  Reverend 
Wayne  King,  pastor  of  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Wilson.  The  program  will  begin  with  lunch  at  12:00  noon.  We  encourage 
you  to  come  and  be  part  of  this  special  occasion. 


Please  RSVP  by  October  28,  2011 


Number  in  Party: 
Church  Name: 

Name:   

Address:   

City:  


c 


Teleph 


one: 


State: 


Zip: 


Please  return  above  form  to: 

FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  249 
Middlesex,  NC  27557 

Telephone:  (252)  235-2161  or  Fax:  (252)  235-2625 
E-mail:  cbatten@fwbchildrenshome.org 

I   I    /  am  not  currently  a  member,  and  I  would  like  more  information  on  the  Friends  of  Children  Program 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MINISTRY 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  252.746.4963  •  www.ofwbsundayschool.org 


Is  Sunday  School 
a  Priority  In  Your  Church? 


BY  MARY  DUDLEY 

This  is  a  question  that  should  be  of  prime  concern  in  our 
churches  today.  Sunday  School  is  the  forum  for  providing 
a  biblical  foundation  for  our  beliefs  in  God.  In  the  small 
group  settings,  we  can  get  into  the  message  of  the  scriptures 
rather  than  just  an  overall  view.  It  is  in  the  Sunday  School 
setting  where  church  leaders  should  be  developed.  It  is  in 
this  setting  where  teachers  should  be  leading  students  to 
an  understanding  of  the  plan  of  salvation,  but  in  many 
cases  the  teachers  themselves  are  not  taught  how  to  lead 
someone  to  Jesus  Christ.  To  me,  this  is  not  acceptable. 

In  my  travels,  it  is  surprising  just  how  many  young 
children  are  not  being  taught  the  Bible  basics  or  even  the 
choruses  that  provide  so  much  fun  for  young  children.  I 
have  heard  it  said  that  most  of  what  we  are  doing  in  our 
churches  today  is  irrelevant  to  the  society  in  which  we  live. 
It  has  been  said  that  we  are  just  soothing  tired  bodies  and 
making  people  feel  good.  There  is  a  sense  in  which  we  need 
to  get  back  to  the  basics  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  since  He 
was  the  master  teacher.  We  would  do  well  to  follow  His 
example. 

It  took  many  decades  of  work  to  bring  the  Sunday 
School  Ministry  to  the  point  that  it  is  today.  I  feel  that 


the  ministry  is  providing  many  resources  that  are  up-to- 
date  for  our  churches.  Still,  there  are  those  people  in  our 
churches  who  do  not  know  what  we  provide  or  even  that 
the  Sunday  School  Ministry  exits. 

Ms.  Gail  Heath  updates  our  website  as  often  as  she  can 
with  links  to  different  teaching  ministries  and  other  sources 
that  can  be  used  to  enhance  learning  in  our  churches. 
From  time  to  time  we  suggest  resources  for  use  that  can  be 
ordered  through  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press.  We  have  over 
15  areas  of  focus  from  the  nursery  to  the  oldest  group  of 
people  in  the  church.  We  can  provide  computer  training 
for  those  teachers  that  want  to  learn  how  to  implement 
technology  into  their  teaching. 

Our  latest  endeavor  is  the  LIFE  Mobile  Ministry.  Our 
RV  will  travel  wherever  it  is  needed.  We  carry  samples  of 
Sunday  School  literature  from  numerous  sources  as  well 
as  gift  items  and  teaching  resources  all  from  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press.  We  can  even  assist  your  church  with  their 
Vacation  Bible  School  if  there  are  not  enough  adults  to 
facilitate  a  program.  All  one  has  to  do  is  contact  the  Sunday 
School  office  at  the  Headquarters  in  Ayden  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-4963,  or  e-mail  <director@ofwbsundayschool. 
org>.  Our  web  address  is  <www.ofwbsundayschool.org>. 


Ms.  Mary  Dudley  and/or  Ms.  Gail 
Heath  will  be  more  than  happy  to 
assist  any  of  our  churches,  either 
through  Sunday  School  classes, 
auxiliaries,  youth  groups,  or  special 
progranns. 

Invite  us  to  conne  to  your  church 
and  share  this  vital  nninistry  and  its 
resources  with  your  people! 


p  1^ 
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FAMIiy  LIFE- presents  ■  ^ 

the  art  of  marriage 

getting  to  the  heart 

of  God's  design 


A  Six  Session  video  event  that  will  strengtlien  marriages,  ctiange  lives  and  give  families  a  new  legacy. 


November  10-12,  2011  at  Cragmont  Assembly 
Cost:  $150  per  couple 

This  includes  4  meals,  2  nights  lodging  and  nnaterials  for  the  seminar.  This  event  will  begin  on 
Thursday  evening  at  8  p.m.  with  time  of  fellowship  with  light  hors  d'oeuvres.  The  seminar  will  begin 
Friday  morning.  We  will  have  five  sessions  and  a  special  evening  meal  on  Friday  and  the  sixth 
and  final  session  will  be  on  Saturday  morning.  You  will  be  free  after  that  to  return  home  or  you 
may  contact  Arlinda  if  you  would  like  to  stay  over  on  Saturday  night. 

A  non-refundable  registration  fee  of  $35  per  couple  is  required  by  Oct.  1 7,  201 1  and  the  balance 
will  be  due  upon  arrival.  You  may  send  the  following  registration  along  with  your  $35  to: 

The  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 

P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 
Registration  is  open  to  fhe  first  20  couples 


Consider  sending  your  pastor  and  his  wife  or  a  couple  from  your  church  that  may 
need  a  weekend  away.  For  more  information,  contact  Gail  Heath  at  the  Convention 
Headquarters  (252)  746-4963. 

Names:   _        

Address:   .       


Phone:  ^  ^  _   e-mail: 

Amount  paid:    Date: 

Please  list  any  special  needs  in  diet  or  lodging:   
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NC  FOUNDATION  FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

619  W.  Main  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  919.658.3855  •  wraper(a)moc.edu 

Celebrating  Fifty  Years  In  Ministry 


BY  DR.  MICHAEL  R.  PELT 

June  26,  2011  was  a  special  day  tor  the  Reverend  Frank  R. 
Harrison  and  his  wife,  Barbara  Lancaster,  as  he  celebrated  50 
years  in  the  Christian  ministry  with  a  reception  given  by  the 
members  of  Long  Ridge  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
and  May's  Chapel  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  The 
reception  was  held  in  the  Nellie  Outlaw  Family  Life  Center  at 
May's  Chapel  and  was  well  attended  by  friends  and  family.  The 
Rev.  Al  Warrick,  a  long-time  friend  and  fellow  minister,  spoke 
to  the  group  regarding  Mr.  Harrison's  50  years  of  service  and 
dedication  to  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination 
and  his  role  as  a  pastor  and  chaplain  at  Mount  Olive  College 
from  1971  until  his  retirement  in  2002. 

Frank  attended  Bear  Grass  High  School,  graduating  in 
1959,  and  was  a  member  of  Rose  of  Sharon  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  While  in  high  school,  he  perceived  his  call  to 
the  ministry.  Under  the  guidance  of  his  pastor,  the  Reverend 
Charlie  Hamilton,  Frank  entered  Mount  Olive  Junior  College 


in  the  fall  of  1959,  finished  his  two-year  degree  there  and 
transferred  to  Atlantic  Christian  College  (Barton  College)  for 
the  fall  semester  in  1961.  He  was  ordained  as  an  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  minister  on  July  9,  1961. 

He  began  the  pastoral  duties  of  Aspen  Grove  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Fountain,  NC  and  Little  Rock  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Lucama,  NC  in  the  summer  of 
1961.  After  completing  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  Atlantic 
Christian  College  in  1963,  he  enrolled  at  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  where  he  earned  his  Master  of  Divinity 
degree.  In  the  summer  of  1969,  he  enrolled  in  the  School  of 
Pastoral  Care  at  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital,  Winston- 
Salem,  NC  where  he  completed  his  clinical  pastoral  education, 
with  a  concentration  in  counseling  and  mental  health,  in  the 
summer  of  1971. 

Frank  perceived  a  call  to  ministry  was  a  call  to  preparation 
for  ministry.  Guided  by  the  belief  that  we  are  life-long 
learners,  it  is  his  conviction  that  one's  ministry  will  only  be 
as  effective  as  one's  preparation  for  ministry.  Mr.  Harrison 
sought  to  prepare  himself  with  a  sound  theological  education 
rooted  in  the  ultimate  fact  that  God  is  the  ultimate  source  of 
all  that  is  true.  He  says  the  early  church  fathers  summed  this 
up  in  what  was  to  become  a  guidepost  for  Christian  scholars: 
all  truth  is  God's  truth,  wherever  it  may  be  found,  whether  it 
be  in  theology,  science,  sociology,  or  psychology. 

Frank  assumed  his  work  as  chaplain  at  Mount  Olive  College 
in  July  1971  and  has  served  on  many  denominational  boards 
and  committees  over  the  years.  He  is  currently  on  the  Board 
of  Ordination  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference. 

While  at  Mount  Olive  Junior  College,  he  met  Vivian 
Beamon  and  they  married  in  June  1963.  His  position  at 
the  college  brought  them  to  Mount  Olive  in  1971  and  they 
became  the  proud  parents  of  Kristopher  R.  Harrison  the 
following  year.  In  1987,  Vivian  passed  away.  Frank  married 
Barbara  Lancaster  in  July  1991,  extending  his  family  by 
two  children,  Christopher  A.  Williams  and  Amy  William 
Witherington.  Frank's  family  ahs  now  grown  to  include  three 
grandchildren,  Drew  Witherington,  Abigayle  Harrison,  and 
Lilly  Harrison  and  two  daughters-in-law,  Kasey  Harrison 
and  Jeanne  Williams.  His  faith,  his  family,  and  his  friends 
continue  to  give  meaning  to  his  life  and  keep  him  busy. 

The  Frank  R.  Harrison  and  Barbara  E.  Lancaster  Endowment 
was  established  by  friends  and  family  as  a  means  to  honor  Mr. 
Harrison  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  as  well  as  help  him  celebrate 
this  milestone  of  50  years  in  Christian  Vninistry. 
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WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 


Tfie  Kinsmen  Redeemer 

Cornerstone  Retreat 

(July  31-August  8,  2011) 


In  Ruth  1,  Ruth  chose  the  road  to  the  unknown,  chose  the  God 
Naomi  worshipped,  and  did  not  turn  back.  She  was  "steadfastly 
minded"  to  go  with  Naomi  obeying  her  instructions  and  sacrificing 
for 'Naomi's  good.  In  Ruth  2:12  Boaz  said  this  blessing  to  Ruth, 
"The  Lord  recompense  thy  work,  and  a  full  reward  be  given  thee 
of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  under  whose  wings  thou  art  come  to 
trust."  Boaz  the  kinsmen  redeemer  acknowledged  her  sacrifice  for 
Ruth,  her  obedience  to  her,  and  her  source  for  it.  Her  life  would 
be  changed  because  of  her  trust  in  God  and  His  provision  of  a 
kinsman  redeemer.  Our  lives  are  changed  when  we  put  our  trust 
in  God  and  the  Kinsmen  Redeemer  He  provided  for  us.  God's  plan 
of  salvation  is  woven  throughout  the  four  chapters  of  the  book  of 
Ruth.  We  had  the  wonderful  privilege  to  study  Ruth  at  Cornerstone 
Retreat.  During  morning  Bible  study,  Mrs.  Linda  Herring,  with 
enthusiasm  and  joy,  taught  us  the  connection  of  the  book  of  Ruth 
to  Jesus  Christ  and  to  our  lives  as  Christians  today. 

Have  you  ever  connected  1  Corinthians  13  with  the  book  of 
Ruth?  During  Monday  and  Tuesday  evening  Bible  study,  Mrs. 
Brenda  Best  taught  us  how  Ruth  lived  a  life  with  the  same  love  Paul 
taught  us  in  this  New  Testament  chapter  on  charity — love. 

"Sing  Unto  the  Lord"  was  led  by  Mrs.  Cathy  Hayes,  accompanied 
by  the  gifted  Mrs.  Joann  Parrish  on  the  piano.  With  a  variety  of 
musical  activities  we  worshipped  with  singing,  laughter,  and  tears. 
Can  you  name  one  of  the  sweet  hymns  of  the  ages  in  six  notes? 

On  Monday  night  the  Rev.  John  Williams  gave  us  a  progress 
report  on  Cragmont's  financial  status  and  future  improvement 
projects.  On  Thursday  evening  the  Rev.  Harold  Jones  spoke  at  the 
mission  service.  Speaking  from  2  Corinthians  11:21— 32  on  the  topic 


"Survivor. "  Who  will  survive  death?  The  only  way  to  survive  death 
is  through  a  personal  relationship  with  Jesus.  It  is  our  responsibility 
to  tell  others  about  Him. 

As  always  Mrs.  May  Pittman,  director,  and  Mrs.  Joan  Little, 
registrar,  led  with  grace  and  joy.  The  Cragmont  staff  directed  by 
John  and  Arlinda  Williams  warmly  attended  to  the  needs  of  the 
women.  The  bus  driver  pitched  in,  too,  by  daily  rides  on  the  golf 
cart  for  those  who  needed  assistance  in  travel  to  their  lodgings,  the 
chapel,  or  cafeteria. 

In  the  afternoons  there  were  a  variety  of  activities  to  do:  a  bus 
trip  to  Asheville  or  Pigeon  Forge,  rocking  on  the  porch,  music  in 
the  chapel,  or  catching  up  with  friends.  Wednesday  afternoon's  trip 
was  to  Pigeon  Forge  for  dinner  and  to  see  the  musical  "Joseph  and 
the  Technicolor  Coat."  The  performers  offered  to  share  the  good 
news  of  Christ  or  to  pray  with  anyone  who  needed  prayer  after  the 
show. 

Women  from  ages  30  to  93  (six  were  over  80)  joined  together  for 
a  week  of  Bible  study,  praise,  worship,  fellowship,  and  relaxation. 
We  listened  to  testimonies  from  some  of  the  women  of  how  they, 
too,  were  trusting  God  on  a  road  of  difficulties  and  how  they  were 
trusting  under  the  wings  of  God  for  the  circumstances  of  their  lives 
and  showed  their  sacrificial  love  that  comes  from  obedience  to  God. 
During  the  week  calls  from  family  members  of  illnesses,  tragedies, 
deaths,  and  emergencies  came  in  from  the  communities  represented 
at  camp.  We  prayed  with  thanksgiving  asking  for  needs  to  be  met: 
direction,  miracles,  peace,  comfort,  and  strength  to  do  the  difficult, 
a  steadfast  mind,  and  an  obedient  and  loving  heart. .  .trusting  God 
while  under  His  wines. 
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YOUTH  CONVENTION 


~  ^ 


Information  for  All  Youth  Groups 


One  of  the  items  mentioned  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Youth  Ministry  was  that  there  needs  to  be  better 
communication  and  information  dissemination  about 
the  projects  and  annual  convention. 

Each  year,  church  youth  leaders  are  encouraged  to 
document  their  activities  and  create  a  booklet  to  be 
considered  by  the  Elizabeth  Hansley  Award  committee. 
The  application  has  two  parts:  one  that  is  not  scored  that 
simply  lists  12  activities  that  the  youth  group  participated 
in,  and  a  second  that  is  scored  and  takes  eight  of  those  12 
and  gives  photo  documentation  as  well  as  more  in-depth 
descriptions  of  what  the  activity  involved.  Churches 
receive  a  plaque  that  has  places  for  annual  bars  to  reflect 
their  participation  and  score  level  (gold,  silver,  bronze) 
for  each  year.  Some  churches  have  participated  every  year 
since  the  program  began  in  1999. 

The  Hansley  booklet  is  a  great  reference  if  leadership 
changes  or  just  as  a  reminder  of  what  things  have  been 
done  in  the  past  (some  that  may  have  worked  and  some 
that  may  not  have  had  the  desired  outcomes).  It  should 
be  turned  in  to  district  directors  to  be  scored  by  the 
committee  at  the  annual  convention. 

Another  project  at  the  convention  is  the  Bible  Bowl. 
The  cherub,  AFC,  and  YFA  age  levels  hold  a  competition 
at  Mount  Olive  College,   answering  questions  and 


quoting  Scripture  to  prove  what  they  have  learned  about 
the  assigned  topic.  For  2012,  the  topic  is  "The  Apostles." 
A  study  guide  showing  the  information  to  be  learned  is 
on  the  following  page. 

The  Youth  Ministries  of  OFWB  is  seeking  to  establish 
a  named  endowment  with  the  N.C.  Foundation  for 
Christian  Ministries.  The  goal  for  this  project  is  for  the 
$10,000  needed  to  initiate  the  endowment.  All  interest 
from  this  endowment  will  benefit  OFWB  Convention 
ministries  and  will  be  a  lasting  tangible  way  to  support 
OFWB  ministries  in  years  to  come.  Donations  should 
be  made  directly  to  the  Youth  Ministries  of  OFWB  and 
funds  will  be  sent  to  The  Foundation  at  the  proper  time. 
All  donors  who  give  towards  the  establishment  of  this 
endowment  will  be  listed  in  the  Convention  Program 
Booklet  (if  received  before  booklet  is  printed)  and  receive 
special  recognition  at  the  Youth  Convention  (May  18- 
20,  2012).  It  is  our  hope  this  endowment  will  exceed  the 
$50,000  mark  within  five  years  (2016). 

Churches  are  asked  to  prayerfully  consider  these  items 
and  plan  to  participate  for  2012.  If  you  have  questions, 
you  can  contact  your  district  director  or  e-mail  or  call 
Wanda  Benson  at:  (919)  422-9031  or  <wbensonl968@ 
yahoo. com>. 
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2012  Bible  Bowl  Study  Guide 

"The  Apostles" 


The  Calling  of  the  Twelve 

Mark  1:16-20;  Luke  5:1-11; 
John  1:35-51;  Mark  2:13-17 

The  Choosing  of  the  Twelve 

Mark  3:13-19;  Luke  6:12-16 

The  Mission  to  the  Apostles 

Matthew  10:1-42 

The  Beatitudes 

Matthew  5:1-12 

The  Calming  of  the  Storm 

Luke  8:22-25;  Matthew  8:23-27 

Five  Thousand  Fed 

John  6:1-14;  Luke  9:10-17 

Jesus  and  Peter  Walking 
on  the  Sea 

Matthew  14:22-33;  John  6:15-21 

Peter's  Confession  of  Faith 

Matthew  16:13-20;  Luke  9:18-27 

The  Transfiguration 

Matthew  17:1-13;  Mark  9:2-13 

Disciples  Questioning  Jesus 
(Lazarus'  Death) 

John  11:1-16 

True  Discipleship 

Luke  9:46-50 

The  Ambition  of  James  and  John 

Matthew  20:20-28;  Mark  10:35-45 

James  and  John  Rebuked 

Luke  9:51-56 

The  Lord's  Prayer 
Tauc 

Luke 


The  Triumphant  Entry  into 
Jerusalem 

Matthew  21:1-11;  Mark  11:1-11 

Judas  Iscariot  Betrays  Jesus 

Matthew  26:14-16;  Luke  22:1-6 

The  Last  Supper 

Matthew  26:17-31,  Mark  14:12-25; 
Luke  22:7-38 

The  Washing  of  the  Disciple's  Feet 

John  13:1-20 

Jesus  Dismisses  Judas 

John  13:21-30 

Peter's  Denial  Foretold 

Mark  14:26-31 

Garden  of  Gethsemane 

Matthew  26:36-56;  Mark  14:32-52; 
John  18:1-11 

Peter's  Denial 

Mark  14:66-72;  Luke  22:54-62; 
John  18:12-27 

Judas'  Death 

Matthew  27:1-10 

Jesus  Appears  to  the  Disciples 

John  20:1-10,  19-31;  John  21:1-24 

The  Great  Commission 

Matthew  28:16-20;  Mark  16:14-20 

The  Selection  of  Matthias 

Acts  1:12-26 

The  Day  of  Pentecost 

Acts  2:1-13 


A  Lame  Man  Healed 

Acts  3:1-11 

Peter  and  John  Imprisoned 
and  Peter  Before  the  High  Priest 

Acts  4:1-22 

Ananias  and  Sapphira 

Acts  5:1-11 

The  Gospel  Preached  in  Samaria 

Acts  8:5-25 

Phillip  and  the  Eunuch 

Acts  8:26-40 

The  Healing  of  Aeneas  and 
Tabitha  (Dorcas) 

Acts  9:32-43 

The  Vision  of  Peter 

Acts  10:9-23 

Peter  Meets  Cornelius 

Acts  10:24-33  ■ 

Herod  Kills  James 
and  Imprisons  Peter 

Acts  12:1-4 

An  Angel  Frees  Peter  From  Prison 

Acts  12:5-19 

The  Source  of  the  Revelation 

Revelation  1:1-20 

John  Eats  the  Book 

Revelation  10:1-11 

The  New  Jerusalem 

Revelation  21:1-8 

The  Epilogue  by  John 


|ht  to  the  Disciples  Peter's  Pentecostal  Sermon  Revelation  22  6-21 

11:1-13  Acts  2:14-24,  41-42 


Memory  Verses 

AFCandYFA:  Matthew  5:16  •  Matthew  28:19-20  •  Luke  6:12-13  •  Luke  9:23  •  John  13:16  •  Acts  1:20 
Acts  4:12  •  Acts  5:29  •  1  John  1:5  •  3  John  1:11  •  Revelation  1:8 

YFAonly:  John  10:4-5  •  John  21:15  •  Acts  2:1-3  •  Acts  8:32-33  •  1  John  4:7-8  •  Revelation  22:8 

Cherub:  Matthew  5:16  •  Luke  9:23  •  John  13:16  •  Acts  4:12  •  Acts  5:29  •  1  John  1:5  •  Revelation  1:8 
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COMMUNITY  CONNECTION 


PINEY  GROVE 

ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 


ELEBRATING 


A  Brief  History  of  Piney  Grove 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


Piney  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  is 
located  in  rural  Johnston  County  at  2201  Piney  Grove 
Church  Road  about  two  miles  southeast  of  Kenly,  North 
Carolina.  Piney  Grove  is  a  member  of  the  Western 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches.  It 
is  a  full  service  church  with  sanctuary  seating  for  over 
200  people,  a  fellowship  wing,  a  baptistry,  and  modern 
amenities  that  include  a  nursery,  kitchen,  minister's  study, 
and  Sunday  and  Bible  school  classrooms.  The  current 
grounds  cover  about  fives  acres  and  include  a  picnic  shelter, 
walking  trail,  children's  playground,  prayer  garden,  and  a 
cemetery.  A  parsonage  is  located  across  the  road  from  the 
church  building.  Sunday  School  is  offered  at  10  a.m.  every 
Sunday  morning. 

Sunday  services  are  offered  at  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.,  with  Dr. 
Wayne  Hargrove  serving  as  pastor  since  2007.  Wednesday 
night  services  include  7:30  p.m.  prayer  meetings,  choir 


practice,  and  youth  meetings.  There  is  an  active  Woman's 
Auxiliary.  Revivals  are  held  in  the  spring  and  fall. 
Numerous  celebrations  include  a  Valentine's  dinner,  July 
4'''  picnic,  and  senior  appreciation  events,  along  with  a 
live  nativity,  hanging  of  the  greens,  and  special  cantata 
at  Christmas. 

Today's  church  building  and  grounds  look  nothing 
like  the  scene  along  what  was  then  called  Fremont  Road 
in  1911.  On  October  2  of  that  year,  a  group  of  people 
interested  in  starting  a  new  church  in  the  area  met  at 
Pittman's  School  House.  By  the  end  of  the  meeting,  a 
church  had  been  organized,  officers  elected,  and  the 
Reverend  J.H.  Whitley  called  to  be  the  church's  first 
pastor.  There  were  48  charter  members  on  the  first  church 
roll.  On  October  12,  Piney  Grove  was  added  to  the  list  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches  at  the  25'''  Annual 
Session  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches  held  at 
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Little  Rock  Church  in  Lucama.  By  the  1930s  there  would 
be  nearly  200  hundred  members  on  the  church  roll. 

By  April  of  1912,  church  members  had  raised  the 
needed  funds  and  constructed  a  one-room  building  on 
land  donated  by  William  and  Sally  Holland  Dixon.  The 
church  would  remain  a  one-room  structure  until  1947, 
when  its  size  was  more  than  doubled  to  add  a  new  sanctuary 
and  Sunday  School  classrooms.  Every  decade  since  that 
addition  has  seen  significant  work  on  the  church  facility 
to  bring  it  to  its  current-  status  and  appearance.  More 
land  has  also  been  added  to  the  grounds  since  1911.  Both 
the  George  and  Louise  Dixon  family  and  the  family  of 
Atlas  and  Mittie  Pittman  have  donated  land,  and  some 
property  has  been  purchased. 

Church  services  were  held  just  once  monthly  in 
1911,  with  Sunday  School  offered  every  Sunday.  The 
church  would  eventually  add  a  second  monthly  service 


before  becoming  a  full-service  church  in  1973.  Twenty- 
three  different  ministers  have  served  Piney  Grove.  Two 
ministers,  Walter  Williams  (1931-1951)  and  Charles  Lyn 
Renfrow  (1978-2006),  have  served  Piney  Grove  for  nearly 
half  of  its  existence. 

Piney  Grove  has  seen  a  lot  of  changes  in  its  first  100 
years.  The  building  itself  has  survived  several  damaging 
storms  and  age  issues.  It  has  been  the  shelter  for  numerous 
celebrations,  weddings,  baby  dedications,  and  funerals.  Its 
most  important  function,  as  with  any  church,  has  been 
to  provide  an  altar  for  hundreds  of  souls  seeking  a  closer 
relationship  with  the  Lord.  The  Spirit  that  led  the  48 
charter  members  to  dedicate  themselves  to  found  it  100 
years  ago  is  still  working  at  Piney  Grove  in  2011.  May  the 
people  of  Piney  Grove  continue  to  look  to  that  same  Holy 
Spirit  for  guidance  as  they  move  into  the  next  100  years. 


Homecoming  at  Piney  Grove  OFWB  in  Kenly,  NC  will  be  on 
October  9,  2011.  The  Rev.  Lyn  Renfrow,  pastor  from  1978-2006, 
will  be  the  speaker  at  the  11  a.m.  services. 

All  past  and  present  members  are  invited 
to  this  special  100  year  celebration. 


Musicians  Honored 
at  Robert's  Grove 

On  Sunday,  July  17,  2011,  Gary  Fenton  Barefoot  and  Shelby 
Tew  Jackson  were  honored  with  the  STAR  Award  (Serving 
Together  Achieves  Results)  for  more  than  50  years  of  loyal 
and  faithful  service  as  organist  and  pianist  for  Robert's  Grove 
Church.  They  were  honored  for  services  rendered  and  for 
giving  of  themselves  in  service  to  their  God.  Gary  and  Shelby 
were  thanked  for  their  unfailing  labor  of  love  to  God  and 
the  church  by  Pastor  Fred  P.  Baker  and  Douglas  Tompkins, 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons,  along  with  various  church 
members.  They  have  touched  and  blessed  so  many  hearts 
with  their  beautiful  music.  Gary  Barefoot  and  Shelby  Jackson 
are  an  unforgettable  team. 
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Cape  Fear  Youth 
Hold  Weekend  Retreat 

BY  RITA  JONES 

Camp  Vandemere  hosted  the  Cape  Fear  Youth  for  a  weekend 
of  fun  and  fellowship  on  August  19-21.  District  Youth  Director 
Wanda  Benson  ot  Powhatan  planned  the  weekend  with  the 
officers,  and  four  churches  attended:  Johnston  Union,  Powhatan, 
Smyrna,  and  Tee's  Chapel. 

The  Youth  Ministry  of  OFWB  leadership  also  held  meetings 
during  the  weekend.  The  Rev.  John  Hill  opened  the  meeting  on 
Friday  evening  discussing  the  organizational  chart  and  the  vision 
for  this  year's  plans.  Hayley  Benson,  Youth  President,  led  the 
discussions  for  planning  the  2012  convention.  Information  will  he 
forthcoming  concerning  nametag  colors,  theme,  verse,  and  song 
so  all  churches  and  districts  can  he  prepared  to  take  part  in  the 
May  weekend  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

The  Rev.  Harold  Swinson,  OFWB  Convention  President, 
arrived  on  Saturday  morning  to  meet  with  the  Youth  Ministry 
board  members  while  the  youth  committees  continued  work  on 
plans  for  the  May  weekend. 

For  many  of  the  Cape  Fear  attendees,  it  was  their  first  visit  to 
Camp  Vandemere.  They  enjoyed  the  pool,  canoeing,  basketball, 
tennis,  archery,  corn  hole  games,  and  all  the  other  fun  activities 
the  camp  has  to  offer.  Devotions  were  held  in  the  chapel  and  it 
was  time  to  head  home  too  soon  for  most  of  the  youth  (but  not 
the  adults)! 

The  weekend  was  tiring  but  a  blessing.  The  youth  were  able  to 
celebrate  the  last  weekend  before  heading  back  to  school  with 
new  friends  at  a  wonderful  camp.  The  messages  afterwards  on 
Facebook  showed  that  many  new  friendships  were  formed,  and 
the  officers  in  attendance  grew  their  leadership  skills.  Thank  you 
to  Rick  Price  and  the  camp  staff  for  being  such  gracious  hosts  and 
maybe  we  can  do  this  again  next  year! 
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Jackson  Heights 
Summer  Camp 

BY  CYNTHIA  SUMMERLIN 

Jackson  Heights  Church,  Kinston,  held  their  third  annual  week 
of  summer  camp  at  Camp  Vandemere,  co-directed  by  Darlene  Brock 
and  Amy  Coble,  on  August  7-11.  The  week's  theme  was  "Life 
Instructions,"  based  on  1  Corinthians  16:13-14.  "I  Will  Follow"  by 
Chris  Tomlin  was  the  theme  song.  Pleasant  Hill  youth  and  adults, 
and  students  from  other  churches  joined  them  for  the  week. 

Along  with  all  the  fun  activities,  Bible  studies,  crafts,  etc.  the 
campers  enjoyed  talent  night.  The  Whitley  Mime  Team  from 
Princeton,  and  nightly  campfire  devotions  led  by  David  Kephart. 
Pastor  Ashley  Summerlin  shared  a  devotion  on  Wednesday 
night,  followed  by  a  water  baptism  service  in  the  pool.  A  total  of 
11  were  baptized — nine  first  time  and  two  rededications.  Praise 
the  Lord! 

NOTE:  Recently,  Camp  Vandemere  received  significant  damage  from 
hurricane  Irene .  Please  be  in  prayer  for  camp  director  Rick  Price  and 
the  board  of  directors  during  the  cleaning  and  rebuilding  process . 


Cape  Fear  Churches 


State  officers  working  on  the  Youth  Convention  for  2012.  On  the 
left  side  of  the  table  are:  Dean  Hardy,  Meagan  Heath,  Hayley 
Benson,  and  Jonathan  Whitford.  On  the  right  side  of  the  table  are: 
Marshall  Jenkins  and  Liza  Paid.  The  officers  that  were  there  but 
not  pictured  are  Josh  Britt,  Tamara  Gatlin,  and  Naomi  Jenkins. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  FOUNDATION 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

A  Foundation  for  the  Future  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

announces  the 

Frank  R.  Harrison  and  Barbara  E.  Lancaster  Endowment 


J^rank  ^^E^  Harrison 
Barbara  £.  lancaBer 


This  endowment  has  been  established  by  friends  of  the  Rev.  Frank  Harrison  in  recognition  of  his  50  years  of 
ministry  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Contributions  to  this  endowment  may  be  sent  to  The  Foundation. 
For  information  about  Frank's  ministry,  please  see  the  article  on  page  22. 


Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us, 

Leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
And  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way 
For  those  who  come  a£er  us. 
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